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Majumdar Named
Inaugural Dean
of $1.1.Billion
Stanford Univ.

UKRAINE

Indian Americans

Indian American Reps.: Ami Bera, Raja Krishnamoorthi, Ro Khannd and_Pramila
Jayapal have all urged India to side with the West. (Photo: Olffice of Ami Bera), ¥

India-West Staff Reporter

By YASHWANT RAJ

PALO ALTO, CA - Indian American Arun
Majumdar, an internationally recognized
expert in advanced energy systems, new
materials, electrical grids, and renewable
energy, will be the inaugural dean of the
Stanford Doerr School of Sustainability
which launches on September 1, the uni-
versity announced. Contd. on p2

WASHINGTON, DC - Indian Americans
plan to issue a forceful denouncement
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine to shield
themselves from the fallout of the Indian
government’s continued refusal to condemn
the war, which has drawn widespread scru-
tiny and criticism from within and out of US
policy circles.

A bipartisan group of well-connected
Indian American political operatives are
expecting to hold a seminar on Capitol Hill
on theme of “Indian Americans Against
Genocide in Ukraine”, one of the organizers
said. June 22 is the tentative date being
considered and the event is likely to be
headlined by a leading yoga guru and at-

tended by many US lawmakers.
Contd. on pl5

LGBTQ & Social
Justice Activist,
Urvashi Vaid
No More

India-West News Desk

NEW YORK, NY - Urvashi Vaid, LGBTQ
activist whose career spanned from the
early days of the AIDS pandemic to the con-
tinuing ghattles over equality for the LGBTQ
community has died. Vaid, 63, succumbed
after a long bout with cancer, here. Warm

words of appreciation have poured in from
Contd. on pl5

Stolen 1n 1967, Exhibited in LACMA,
10th Century Statue Finally Returns to India

India-West Staff Reporter

SAN FRANCISCO, CA - A stolen ancient
Indian artefact of a ‘Buddha in Dharma
Chakra Mudra’ was handed over to India’s

Consul General here, Dr. T.V. Nagendra
Prasad by the U.S. Department of Justice
and Department of Homeland Security
representatives. At a solemn ceremony held
at the historic Gadar Memorial, on April 21,
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the U.S. team, led by Supervisory Special
Agent Chad Fredrickson, handed over the
10th-century bronze statue back to India.
The statue was believed to have been stolen
in February 1967 from India’s Archeological

Survey of India Museum in Nalanda. The
statue was acquired by intermediaries and
donated to the Los Angeles County Muse-
um of Art (LACMA) where it was exhibited.

Contd. on pl5
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Arun Majumdar -

Contd. from pl

Majumdar is the Jay Precourt Profes-
sor, professor of mechanical engineering,
senior fellow and former co-director of the
Precourt Institute for Energy, and a senior
fellow at the Hoover Institution, where he
co-chairs the George Shultz Energy and
Climate Task Force. He joined Stanford in
2014 after a career that spanned academic
research and experience in industry, nation-
al laboratories, and government, where he
led efforts implementing energy technology
initiatives, the university said. Majumdar
currently serves as the chair of the advisory
board to the U.S. Secretary of Energy. After
leaving Washington and before joining
Stanford, Majumdar was the Vice President
for Energy at Google, where he assembled a
team to create technologies and businesses
at the intersection of data, computing, and
electricity grid. Majumdar attended Mayo
College in India, has a bachelor’s degree in
Mechanical Engineering from IIT, Bombay
and got his Ph.D. from the University of
California, Berkeley in 1989.

“l am deeply honored and humbled by
the opportunity to serve as the inaugural
dean,” Majumdar said. “Building on the
extraordinary leadership of Kam Moler and
Steve Graham, we will not only harness the
intellectual horsepower of our students,
faculty, and staff across our campus, but we
will also partner with external organizations

Stanford School

around the world to co-develop innovative
solutions and identify new insights through
research and education. As is often said, we
do not inherit the Earth from our ancestors;
we borrow it from our children. We must
collectively figure out how to create a future
where humans and nature thrive together.”

Majumdar will assume his new position
June 15, Stanford News reported. At that
time Kathryn “Kam” Moler, who has been
transition dean of the school since De-
cember 2021 and has co-led the transition
since May 2020, will resume her role as
vice provost and dean of research, a role
she has held since 2018. Stephan Graham,
who has been serving as transition vice
dean, will continue his role as the dean of
the School of Earth, Energy, and Environ-
mental Sciences (Stanford Earth) until the
school stops operating September 1. The
people, research, and academic programs
of Stanford Earth will become part of the
Stanford Doer School of Sustainability.

“I'm thrilled that Arun Majumdar has
agreed to take on this critical role,” said
Stanford Provost Persis Drill, who led an
international search to identify an inaugural
dean who is an eminent scholar and can
advance the school’s focus on impact.

“l am delighted that Arun is willing to
serve as inaugural dean of the Doer School
of Sustainability,” said Stanford President
Marc Tessier-Lavigne.
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Consulate Receives Stolen Statue

Contd. from pl

At the request of ASI, the US Department of Justice acquired the stolen piece and initi-
ated the process of repatriation to India in November 2021.

The Consulate in a statement expressed deep

appreciation to DoJ and the Department of
Homeland Security led by Fredrickson, Supervi-
sory Special Agent Raffi Guluzian, Special Agent
David Keller, Public Affairs Specialist Marie Fer-
guson, and Assistant Attorney Amanda Bettinelli
for their contributions in returning the precious
statue to India.

US officials handing over the statue to Consul General Dr. T.V. Nagendra Prasad and Deputy

Consul General Rajesh Naik.
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FIRSTPERSON| ‘Thdia’'s Padwoman’

Making A Difference

By ANJU BIST

Like many aspiring Indian stu-
dents, | came to America in 1994
to pursue higher studies and find
a dream job. | remember always
paying auto drivers back in In-
dia extra money, thinking they
needed it much more than | did.
The desire to serve was there,
yet as a student in a middle-class
family, the need to secure a good
career was paramount. After
graduating from the University of
Maryland at College Park with an
MBA, | started work as a manage-
ment consultant with Pricewater-
houseCoopers.

Back then, online shopping
was not as ubiquitous as it is
today. One of our projects with
a major retail out-
let entailed putting
internet kiosks in
stores so that if a
customer couldn’t
find a T-shirt in the
size or color they
wanted, they could
still order it, and
the store would not
lose that customer. =
I would sit in meet- B
ings and wonder
if this was how |
would spend the
rest of my life. Helping people
who already made lots of money
make even more money?

Feeling disillusioned, | decided
to quit this job. Fortunately for
me, my husband supported me.
We learned about the wonderful
humanitarian projects inspired by
Sri Mata Amritanandamayi Devi
(Amma) that served those in need.
We relocated to India in 2003
and started volunteering with the
NGO Amma had founded. In 2013,
when the NGO adopted underde-
veloped villages nationwide, | saw
first-hand the problems faced by
rural women and girls and under-

stood the urgent need to provide
high-quality and low-cost prod-
ucts for menstrual hygiene.

Most sanitary napkins sold
globally are made with cellulose
fiber obtained by cutting trees.
The amount of waste generated
by mainstream sanitary products
is astronomical. According to the
Menstrual Health Alliance India,
one sanitary pad takes 500 to 800
years to decompose. As we sought
the ideal solution, we understood
that it would be foolish to promote
a single-use model in rural India.

| had used cloth pads for nearly
adecade, starting while still living
in the US. | knew how reusable
pads made for a much more
wholesome period experience.
We set about making the world’s

first reusable pad with banana
fiber derived from agro-waste as
the absorbent. Our goal was to
make available high-quality pads
at affordable prices in rural areas.

In 2017, we launched Saukhy-
am Reusable Pads. To date, we
have sold and distributed over
500,000 pads, helping prevent the
emission of 2000 tons of carbon
dioxide equivalent annually. Our
work has also helped eliminate
43,750 tons of non-biodegradable
waste. The pads are made in rural
India and are now also exported
to the US, UK, Germany, Spain,
Netherlands, Kuwait, and Nepal.

We continued producing through
the pandemic. In order to cater to
growing demand, we are scaling
our production centers this year.

Reusable menstrual pads are bet-
ter for our seas, trees, bodies, and
wallets. They cost, on average, one-
tenth the amount one must other-
wise spend on disposable sanitary
napkins month after month.

This year, on International
Women’s Day, Niti Aayog, the
premier policy think tank of the
Government of India, recognized
Saukhyam as one of the strong
roots for tomorrow’s India. | re-
ceived the prestigious Women
Transforming India Award. | am
often referred to as “Padwoman
of India.” Turns out, helping sell
reusable menstrual pads made by

rural women artisans

has been far more
a fulfilling than helping
fE0SE el T-shirts was.

It's been quite a
journey from cor-
porate America to
rural India, where my
team and | primarily
work. International
Menstrual Hygiene
Day (May 28th) is
around the corner
and it’s our vision

~ that reusable prod-
ucts become mainstream. Dispos-
able can never be sustainable and
our planet does not have enough
resources for us to endlessly take,
make, use and discard. Change is
imminent, and we are grateful to
be playing a small part in making
that happen. We have so much
more to do. To learn more and
support the cause:

www.saukhyampads.org
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Anju Bist serves at the Mata Amri-
tanandamayi Math with her husband,
Praveen Bist in Delhi. The Math is an
NGO with consultative status to the UN's
ECOSOC. It runs educational institutions,
hospitals and has initiated several chari-
table initiatives worldwide.

By VIJAYALAKSHMI

Regardless of the universal
values that Mohiniyattam has to
offer, | often like to pose ques-
tions like - “Why do you dance?”
and “What does Indian classical
dance mean to you?” to the Indian
audience and Indian American
youth here. To be prodded to think
about “why” we do what we do, is
disconcerting to most and perhaps
largely stems from the mechanistic
approach of the West that many
have been inevitably influenced
by. In fact, it is a fundamental
question anyone who dances,
ought to ask of themselves, and
not just from the diaspora.

The “why” actually applies to
every aspect of our lives, so it is
critical and invaluable to investi-
gate and seek answers. Especially,
given that our Indian dance tradi-
tions are not just limited to physi-
cal movement, but reflect a deep
mind-body experience, rooted in
the spiritual. Apart from the obvi-
ous reason of connecting with our
culture, is it the ultimate objective
to secure an Arangetram under
one’s belt, or get extra credits for
college admissions, only to relin-
quish it sooner than later? The
Arangetram, has come to become
more of a social gathering and is
a contrast to its original, modest
intentions - that of the young
student presenting her/his debut.
Isn’t the process and experience
of learning & imbibing the values
that Indian dance epitomizes the
most important aspect?

l also urge the community to be
open to all forms of dance, so that

their child has adequate exposure
to the various Indian forms and
is then able to focus on the one
that he or she truly enjoys and
feels most natural with. Parents,
who have grown up in India, la-
ment the fact that their children
are part of a society that believes
that Indian culture is defined by
Pop culture. These are parents
who feel grateful and privileged
to have experienced the classical
and folk arts back home, during
their formative years, while their
children have little access to that,
besides misleading notions of our
culture and values. Though one
has to concede, that there is a
much more concerted effort on
the part of the parents outside
the country to remain tenaciously
connected to their traditions than
in India, where society is blindly
emulating the west and even em-
barrassed to own the Indian ethos.
It is imperative, that the Indian
American youth understand, that
Indian classical dance is a very
therapeutic, empowering and
spiritual experience, that can
impact our lives forever if we so
choose. That most of all, Indian
dance is about the experience and
is not limited to being an event.

Vijayalakshmi is a world-renowned
exponent of Mohiniyattam, the classical
dance form from South India. She has
performed at some of the most presti-
gious venues in India and around the
globe, including the Bolshoi Theatre,
the Edinburgh International Festi-
val, and the Lincoln Centre. She was
awarded the distinguished Regents’
Lectureship program at UCLA in 2020.
She is the Founder-Director of The
Mohiniyattam Institute, Los Angeles
and the Artistic-Director of the Centre
for Mohiniyattam, New Delhi.
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Vinod Bhindi Recognized for Outstanding Industry
Contributions, Receives Award From President of Fij1

ARTESIA, CA - The Republic of
Fiji, at a ceremony held on May 5,
at the State House in the capital
Suva, recognized Vinod Bhindi
for his exceptional contributions.

President Ratu Wiliame Maivali-
li Katonivere conferred on Bhindi
the 50th anniversary of Indepen-
dence Commemorative Medal
which is the nation’s recognition
of citizens who over several de-
cades have made a difference in
their industry.

President Katonivere pointed to
Bhindi's remarkable contributions
in jewelry, land development and
real estate industries.

Fiji American Bhindi, who
makes his home now in South-
ern California, is the owner of
the well-known Bhindi Jewelers
with their flagship store in Arte-
sia, CA. Other locations include
Glendale and San Francisco, CA
and Atlanta, GA.

The premier jewelers have
dressed Hollywood stars on the
red carpet and rate high in the
South Asian market, for their
designs and reliability.

Bhindi's family was present at
the ceremony and witnessed the
Fijian President pin the singular
honor on him.
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HIS EXCELLENCY
RATU WILIAME MAIVALILI KATONIVERE

CF, MSD
President of the Republic of Fiji

ADDRESS AT THE SPECIAL INVESTITURE CEREMONY
FOR
MR. VINOD .K. BHINDI

State House Tuesday,
SUVA 1530HRS

Mpr. Vinod Bhindi and family Miau Sa Bula Re and a very good afternoon to you all! Welcome to
the State House!

It gives me great pleasure to confer upon Mr. Vinod Bhindi the 50" Anniversary of Independence
Commemorative Medal. This Commemorative Medal was our nation’s way of acknowledging,
appreciating and paying tribute to her citizens who for over 30 to 50 years contributed
exceptionally to their respective industry of contribution. With that said, awarding Mr. Bhindi
today with the 50" Anniversary of Independence Commemorative Medal is rather fitting, given
Mr. Bhindi’s contributions for over 50 years to the jewellery trade, land development and real
estate industries in Fiji. Further to these significant contributions, Mr. Bhindi who now resides in
the United States, continues to hold Fiji dear to his heart, and has now added Foreign Services, as
Fiji’s Honorary Consul in Los Angeles to his repertoire, as he continues to work on strengthening

Mr. Vinod K. Bhindi, on behalf of all Fijians I wish to convey our Vinaka vakalevu to you for your
selfless service to Fiji and its economy and its people through your charity work and community
service. I also wish to acknowledge your family and their support of your work that has allowed
you to accomplish as much as you have. As they say beside every successful man is an equally
strong woman, and how fitting that three days after we celebrate Mother’s Day we acknowledge
the support of Mrs. Sudha Bhindi, and that of your children and grandchildren for keeping you
going.

This afternoon’s special investiture ceremony is to appreciate that sacrifice and contributions of a
great man to Fiji for over 50 years, it is also a tribute to those who have gone before us, particularly
Mr. Bhindi’s father who instilled the passion and desire to achieve as much from such a young
age, and to give back as much as he has to our beloved Fiji.

May the Almighty continue to bless Fiji and each of us. Vinaka Vakalevu and Thank you all!
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Irvine, CA to be Home of $30 Million Stadium
Backed by Shah Rukh Khan and MLC

India-West Staff Reporter ruo7tliu*_-_tTh_ _-m:
$_ ; v|-7btl rt-mv bm1tt7; v|-|;Jo=J]|_;J
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