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NASA, ISRO Officials Gather In Pasadena To 
Celebrate High-Tech Mission

By India-West                                          

Staff Reporter

PASADENA, CA -  NISAR, short 

for NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture 

Radar, is a high-tech satellite be-

ing jointly constructed by NASA 

and the Indian Space Research 

Organization.

On February 3, American and 

Indian space agency officials got 

a glimpse of the groundbreaking 

system’s payload in a Jet Propul-

sion Laboratory clean room, here.

Officials from NASA, ISRO, 

JPL, and the Indian Embassy held 

a send-off ceremony before the 

instrument payload is transported 

to the U R Rao Satellite Centre in 

Bengaluru for further testing, and 

finally its launch in 2024.

ISRO Chairman S. Somanath, 

JPL Director Laurie Leshin, dig-

nitaries from NASA headquarters 

and India, and members of the 

mission team, were present.

Somanath, Indian Ambassador 

and Deputy Chief of Mission Sripri-

ya Ranganathan, and NASA of-

ficials toured the High Bay 2 clean 

room, where they saw engineers 

and technicians putting the science 

instrument payload through final 

electrical testing.

Outside the facility, in front 

NASA, ISRO and Indian Embassy officials at the event held to mark the send off of the instrument from the US to Bengaluru.

Kumar Jawa Opens New Store In Beverly Hills
By BHARRTI KUMAR

BEVERLY HILLS, CA: A feeling of fulfill-

ment is what Kumar Jawa felt as he opened 

a new store here on February 5.  Known 

throughout Southern California, India 

Sweets and Spices is a name that Jawa has 

not only trademarked but made known 

as a chain for its friendly service offering 

groceries, snacks, and meals.   

“I did spread the word and was expect-

ing 400-500 people. To my surprise, 1500 

people came during the store hours on the 

first day. I was so happy, we managed to 

feed 800 people,” Jawa said happily.

Amongst the distinguished dignitaries 

who came for the formal inauguration 

were Teresa Lamb Simpson, District 

Representative for Congressman Adam 

Schiff (D-30), James O. Omosa Rwoti, 

Counsel General of the Republic of Ke-

nya, and Michelle Persoff, representing 

Assemblymember Issac G Bryan.

Jawa said he strives to cater to all South 

Asian tastes and that includes others too 

who come looking for specific products.  

“Most of my stores have groceries and 

a complete food kitchen that appeals to 

people from India, Bangladesh, Pakistan, 

Sri Lanka, Nepal, and mainstream Ameri-

cas. My stores have a cozy feel as they 

are more than just a grocery shop. The 

restaurants have freshly cooked food for 

takeout or eating there,” he said, which 

makes people linger and return.  At the 

new location too, Jawa said, he will soon 

be opening a restaurant.

Jawa’s story is one of hard work and 

insight. “The business thrives on goodwill 

and trust.  My family and I have worked 

very hard. I came in 1980 from our home 

village of Nakodar in Northern India.  I 

used to help my father in our grocery 

Assemblymember Isaac Bryan expressing his happiness over the opening of the store said,  “I feel 
so proud to have India Sweets and Spices open a new location in Assembly District 55. The Jawa 
family is a stronghold of our community, and their stores are an asset. I look forward to seeing our 
neighbors shopping down the aisles at the new South Fairfax location.”
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of a scale model of 

the NISAR satellite, 

NASA’s NISAR Project 

Manager Phil Barela 

and ISRO’s NISAR 

Project Director CV 

Shrikant ceremonially 

broke fresh coconuts. 

Leshin also presented 

the ISRO delegation 

with a jar of JPL lucky 

peanuts. “This marks 

an important milestone 

in our shared journey 

to better understand 

planet Earth and our 

changing climate,” 

Leshin said. “NISAR 

will provide critical in-

formation on Earth’s 

crust, ice sheets, and 

ecosystems. By delivering mea-

surements at unprecedented pre-

cision, NISAR’s promise is new 

understanding and positive impact 

in communities. Our collabora-

tion with ISRO exemplifies what’s 

possible when we tackle complex 

challenges together.”

“Today we come one step closer 

to fulfilling the immense scientific 

potential NASA and ISRO envi-

sioned for NISAR when we joined 

forces more than eight years ago,” 

Somanath told the media present. 

“This mission will be a powerful 

demonstration of the capability of 

radar as a science tool and help us 

study Earth’s dynamic land and 

ice surfaces in greater detail than 

ever before.”

NISAR will gather radar data 

with a drum-shaped reflector an-

tenna almost 40 feet (12 meters) in 

diameter. It will use a signal-pro-

cessing technique called interfero-

metric synthetic aperture radar, 

or InSAR, to observe changes in 

Earth’s land and ice surfaces down 

to fractions of an inch.

Since early 2021, engineers and 

technicians at JPL have been inte-

grating and testing NISAR’s two ra-

dar systems – the L-band SAR pro-

vided by JPL and the S-band SAR 

built by ISRO. Later this month, 

they will move the SUV-size payload 

into a special cargo container for 

a 9,000-mile (14,000-kilometer) 

flight to India’s U R Rao Satellite 

Centre in the city of Bengaluru. 

There it will be merged with the 

spacecraft bus in preparation for a 

2024 launch from Satish Dhawan 

Space Centre in Andhra Pradesh.

(photos credit: NASA/JPL-Caltech)

NASA, ISRO Officials Celebrate High-Tech Mission in Pasadena
Contd. from P1

ISRO officials visit NISAR at the Jet Propulsion Lab in Pasadena, CA. 
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Celebrating Indian 
Immigrants

By NEERA KUCKREJA SOHONI

In an article published in 2009, Daniel 

Naujoks wrote, “India has one of the world’s 

most diverse and complex migration histo-

ries. Since the 19th century, ethnic Indians 

have established communities on every con-

tinent as well as on islands in the Caribbean 

and the Pacific and Indian oceans”.

“The composition of flows,” he wrote, “has 

evolved over time from mainly indentured 

labor in far-flung colonies to postwar labor 

for British industry to high-skilled profes-

sionals in North America and low-skilled 

workers in the Middle East. In addition, 

ethnic Indians in countries like Kenya and 

Suriname have migrated to other countries, 

a movement called secondary migration”.

Commendable as the current generation 

of Indian immigrants is in terms of its di-

verse achievements and ability to assimilate 

in host countries leading to Indians being 

lauded in America as a ‘model’ minority, it 

is important that we acknowledge the brave 

souls who first left Indian shores in search 

of a better life. Theirs are the shoulders on 

which successive waves of immigrant Indi-

ans have stood and thrived.

While in earlier times, a rare domestic 

worker may have accompanied a British 

colonial officer upon his being transferred 

from India to America or England, it was 

only after slavery’s abolition in 1833 that In-

dian emigration began in earnest. In urgent 

need to replace slave labor with workers to 

serve in sugar and rubber plantations in its 

colonies, a year later England started export-

ing Indian workers to meet its own as well as 

the needs of France, Holland and Portugal.  

Hired as indentured laborers, those 

mainly poor immigrants worked under 

horrendous employment conditions which 

included severe punishments for disobedi-

ence and ‘insufficient’ work amounting to 

a new form of slavery. Isolated from the 

local population, housed in barracks in 

the relocated lands, they experienced the 

wretchedness of apartheid. It was only in 

1916 that the British finally abolished the 

indenture system.

During that period, only a sliver of Indian 

immigrants came to America, who were 

mainly Punjabi Sikhs who worked in agri-

culture in California. By 1930, their number 

had barely exceeded 9,000, mainly impacted 

by Anti-Asian legislation enacted in 1917 

and 1924 which banned immigration from 

south and southeast Asia and imposed dis-

criminatory rules that disqualified Asians 

including Indians from naturalization and 

land ownership rights.

The passage of the 1965 Immigration 

and Nationality Act drew Indians to come 

here in noticeable numbers. Educational 

exchange programs, new temporary visas 

for highly skilled workers, and expanded 

employment-based immigration channels 

opened pathways for skilled and educated 

Indian immigrants, many of whom brought 

family. Between 1980 to 2019, Indian im-

migrant population in America reportedly 

increased 13-fold.

Even as most Indians obtained lawful 

permanent residence or ‘green card’ through 

family reunification channels, a sizeable 

number did so through employment prefer-

ence. Consequently, Indians became notable 

not just for their numeral strength but also 

for their skills, achievement and relative 

solvency. Compared with both the overall 

U.S. and foreign-born populations, Indian 

immigrants reportedly are more likely to be 

highly educated, work in management posi-

tions, earn higher incomes, and have lower 

poverty and uninsured rates.

Historically, America is generally welcoming 

towards immigrants, at least those who come 

in legally. It is especially partial to talented 

immigrants who deliver on their promise by 

working their tails off, eventually assuming 

positions of power in the economy and polity.

Nevertheless like other Asian Americans, 

we face the “bamboo ceiling” at work, oc-

casional backlash in operating and owning 

businesses, and in recent years, reverse 

racism through affirmative action regulating 

college admissions.

We also encounter negative stereotyping 

by other ethnic groups – white, black, brown 

or other. Earlier, President Biden is on re-

cord making fun of Indian accent pervading 

7-Eleven and similar stores. Elected Indians 

in Congress are either self-styled or charac-

terized by others as the ‘samosa’ brigade, 

comedians often mimic our ‘desi’ English 

accents, and ‘spelling bee’ contests are dis-

missively referred to as exclusively Indian 

turf based on our legacy of an educational 

tradition that relies more on memory and 

regurgitation of learnt text, rather than on 

intelligent grasp and independent critique 

of imparted knowledge.

That kind of denigration may hurt but it 

is valuable in that it encourages us to treat 

other ethnic groups fairly, with respect. It 

also helps us to address our ingrained caste-

based biases. The baggage of caste distinc-

tions unfortunately is not easily shed after we 

migrate here - as highlighted by complaints 

in Silicon Valley registered by Indians of 

lesser caste against the upper caste and 

Brahmin segments of the tech community.

As we become more active in American 

politics, with many succeeding in captur-

ing congressional seats and gubernatorial 

and other high-level positions in federal, 

state, and city administrations, we need to 

caution ourselves against the temptation 

to manipulate and fix the system. Recent 

acquisition of Twitter and the release of 

Twitter Files point to how easily Indians 

holding top positions in that company suc-

cumbed to external or internal pressure or 

simply to their own whims to moderate and 

suppress free speech, a sacred right and pil-

lar of American democracy. While it is easy 

for liberals among us to decry Modi for his 

suspected suppression of India’s secular 

democracy and for crushing the media and a 

free press, let us not fail to examine our own 

trespasses in subverting our host country’s 

democracy and its fourth estate. 

Stepping into the New Year, as we celebrate 

our success and remarkable achievements as 

a minority that has reached unprecedented 

heights in American politics, economy, me-

dia, academia, medicine, science and other 

spheres, we need to candidly assess our in-

nocent or intentional interference with the 

rule of law. We need a Jihadi’s resolve and 

a Swantra Senani’s courage to stand up for 

the American and Indian democracy, and to 

call out those Indians who are comfortable 

with manipulating the system and thwarting 

the constitution. As a “model minority” we 

can do no less.

(Sohoni is a CA-based published author.)

Photo Credit: Wikipedia
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Tamil Community Celebrates Thai Poosam 
In Thousand Oaks

India-West Staff Reporter

THOUSAND OAKS, CA – Tamil-speaking Hindu Americans here, on February 5, per-

formed a unique spiritual walk that tapped into their ancient heritage.

The ThiruMurugatruPadai organizing committee conducted the Thai Poosam tradition 

and festival. It involved devotees carrying semi-circular wooden structures (Kaavadi) and 

pots of milk (Paal Kudam). At the end of the spiritual walk, the Kaavadis and Paal Kudams 

were dedicated at the feet of Lord Muruga.

“Kaavadi represents the need for balance and harmony in the world. Kaavadi and Paal 

Kudam represent the community or personal burden,” said Sonali Murugan, a medical 

school aspirant from Oak Park. She added the Kaavadi typically weighs the same as the 

person carrying it. Nachi Jr, a high school junior explained that “Thai” is the name of the 

month, which falls between mid-January and mid-February. “Poosam” is the Tamil name 

for the Beehive cluster located in the constellation Cancer.  

More than 300 devotees walked several miles around the Hindu temple here and attended 

the dedication service at the end of the walk. The ThiruMurugatruPadai organizing commit-

tee said in a press release that for the past five years, it has been conducting group studies of 

Guru Thirmoolar’s Thirumanthiram scripture and bi-weekly Skanda Sashti recitals in the area.

COMMUNITY
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India-West Staff Reporter

ATLANTA, GA - The National 

Federation of Indian American 

Associations (NFIA) held its elec-

tions in the end December 2022 

and has installed the newly elected 

board for the calendar year 2023,  

a press release said. Helmed by 

the new President, Raj Razdan, the 

installation ceremony of the new 

board was conducted virtually. The 

swearing-in was administered by 

Kewal Kanda, a noted community leader from Southern California. A 

motion was passed to appoint Babu Bhai Patel as the Chair of the NFIA 

foundation, Dr. Hari. Subash Razdan was appointed as the Chairperson 

of the Bye-Laws Committee.

COMMUNITY

NFIA Installs New Board 
Headed By Raj Razdan

The newly elected officers for the year 2023 are:

Executive Vice President: 

Satish (Sunny) Gabhawala (IN); 

Vice President – Public Rela-

tions: Ashok (Pat) Patnaik (CA); 

Vice President – Membership: 

Aparna Hande (CA); 

Vice President – Fund Raising: 

Satish Parikh (OH); 

Secretary: 

Dr. Sukrit Mukherjee (CA); 

Joint Secretary: 

Kamlesh Munshi (MD); 

Treasurer: Dr. Om Sharma (MD).

Directors-At-Large: 

Sudip Gorakshakar (CA); 

Dr. Lalita Kaul (MD); 

Madhavan Anirudhan (VA); 

Ramesh Chauhan (CA); 

Rev. Younis Farhat (GA)

Regional Vice Presidents: 

Gunjan Rastogi – New York (NY); 

Gope Gidwani – New England (MA);  

Shashi Sidhaye – Southeast (GA); 

Lata Ahir – Pacific South (CA); 

Binay Ranjan – Capital (VA); 

Hina Trivedi – Central (IL); 

Ameet Bathiya – Great Lakes (OH); 

Amrik Kamoh – North Pacific (WA)

Raj Razdan, the newly elected 
President of NFIA

Peace Center Of LA Promotes Unity At Multi-Faith Event
By India-West Staff Re-

porter

BUENA PARK, CA – ‘In-

terfaith Unity for Peace and 

Non-Violence’ was the title of 

the peace seminar organized on 

February 4 by the Peace Center 

of Los Angeles in collaboration 

with the Jain Center of South-

ern California and the Anekant 

community center.

T h e  s e m i n a r  f e a t u r e d 

speakers from various faiths 

presenting their perspec-

tives from their faith. Prof. 

John Haas  (Susta inable 

Peace), Rini Ghosh (Vedanta 

Org), Sushma Parekh (Jain-

ism), Mohammad Yacoob 

(Islam), Parshan Khosravi 

(Zarathushti), Patti Heck-

man (Buddhism), Bhai Sahib 

Satpal Singh (Sikhism), Randolph Dobbs 

(Bahai), Stephen Sherman (Jewish), Prof. 

 Organizers and Interfaith Speakers

Youth Group representing New Generation

enshrined in them.  Dr. Gunvant Mehta 

and Dr. Jayesh Shah were the modera-

tors of the event, which was attended by 

approximately 200 participants.

Ila Mehta, Chair and Founder of the Peace 

Center who spearheaded the event, spoke of 

the need for understanding and global peace 

while explaining that it was the core purpose 

of the organization.

The day also featured music, dance, and 

youth speaking of leaders who espoused 

the cause of peace. Several others spoke 

of the need for dialog and the importance 

of grass root organizations being catalysts 

to the cause. At the end of the event there 

was a lively exchange of thoughts among 

the participants.

Organizers/Board Members making Donation Appeal                                                                                  
(L-R: Vijay Patil, Ashok Madan, Dr. Gunvant Mehta, Hasmukh Modi, 
Kewal Kanda, and Ila Mehta)

Keshav Patel (Hinduism), Fr. Alexi Smith 

(Christianity) in their speeches gave a 

clearer insight into various religious prac-

tices and how peace and non-violence was 
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17510 Pioneer Blvd. Ste. 204 Artesia, CA (90701)

CA Lic - 1080043

(562) 443-4040  |  info@buildrite.us  |  www.buildrite.us

BUILDRITE CONSTRUCTION

TURNKEY CONSTRUCTION SOLUTIONS
Buildrite is a one stop solution for all your Design and Construction requirements. We cater
to a variety of residential and commercial projects offering end to end turnkey solutions.

DESIGN BUILD PROCESS ADUs and JADUs

CUSTOM HOMESADDITIONS

Design Build is a construction process that provides owners 
with a single point of contact for both the design and 
construction phases of a project. Buildrite is a full-service 
design and build company offering following services.

We take off all the burden from your shoulders - just let us 
know your requirement and we will turn your vision into 
reality ensuring that your project is finished on time and 
within budget.

New California laws make it easier than ever to build an acces-
sory dwelling unit (ADU) on your property. Now CALFHA is 
offering a grant for up to $40,000 for building ADUs.

An ADU is a secondary housing unit on a single-family residen-
tial lot. It can be attached to the primary house like a convert-
ed garage, or unattached like a free-standing cottage. You 
can create an ADU/JADU from a new or existing structure.

Creating a custom home is a large undertaking and you want 
to make the process as simple and enjoyable as possible. 
Buildrite offers ground up construction either from an unde-
veloped parcel of land or by demolishing an existing struc-
ture and building a new one in its place. We can help you with 
the whole process from concept to completion.

With sky-rocketing property prices and rapidly increasing 
demand for residential space it makes more sense to maxi-
mize the covered area in your lot. Be it room additions on the 
ground floor or constructing a new second floor on your exist-
ing house our team can help realize your vision.

Additions can be complicated as we must ensure that both 
new construction and the old structures comply with code. 
We work closely with city planning and building to ensure 
that new additions comply with the local requirements.

Plus - Multifamily units, Apartments and various other Commercial Projects. 
Give us a call today to discuss your project.

• Conceptual design
• Estimation
• Architectural and structural design
• Approvals, Licenses and Permits
• Utility agencies approvals

• Material procurement
• Construction
• Inspections
• Final delivery

• Maximize lot utilization
• Improve your existing layouts
• Expand your first floor
• Add a second floor

• Conceptual design 
• Various architectural design styles 
• Latest Features and Technologies
• Plans and approvals
• Construction
• Code compliance & Inspections
• Final delivery and handover
• Warranty

• Independent residential unit up to 1200 sf
• Attached, Detached, Converted space
• Rental, Secondary unit, Granny unit, Office
• Various layouts – Studio, 1-, 2- and 3-bedroom units
• Maximize lot utilization
• JADUs up to 500 sf
• Raise your property’s value
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Community Groups Come Together To Mark India R-Day
By India-West Staff Reporter

ORANGE, CA –Indian American 
organizations of southern California 
celebrated the 74th Republic Day of 
India on January 22 at the Tandoor 
Cuisine of India Restaurant, here. The 
event commenced with the unfurling 
of the Indian tricolor and the singing 
of the national anthem.

Dignitaries at the event were Con-
gresswomen Young Kim and Michelle 
Steel; Mayor of Orange, Dan Slater; 
Councilmember Martin Daly; Conve-
ners Kewal Kanda, Dr. Sukrit Mukher-
jee, and Amrit Bhandari.

Attendees engaged in a Dandi 
March to slogans and music. Daly said 
he was thrilled to see the Indian Amer-
ican community coming together to 

Embassy Marks India’s 74th Republic Day
India-West Staff Reporter

WASHINGTON, DC - India’s 
74th Republic Day was celebrated 
here on January 26 with a flag-
hoisting ceremony at India House. 
The ceremony was attended by 
friends of India from diverse fields, 
including the US Congress, busi-
ness, media, students, and mem-
bers of the Indian diaspora.

Ambassador of India, Taranjit 
Singh Sandhu, unfurled the tri-
color, which was followed by the 
singing of the National Anthem. 
The address by Indian President 
Droupadi Murmu on the eve of Re-

public Day was screened during the 
ceremony. Congressman Ro Khan-
na, (D-CA) recalled the sacrifices of 
his own family members during In-
dia’s freedom struggle and pointed 
out that countries across the globe 
drew inspiration from India’s free-
dom struggle. Congressman Shri 

Thanadar (D-MI) highlighted that 
his being the fifth Indian American 
Congressperson was a watershed 
moment for the community and 
that he, along with his colleagues in 
the Congress, would work to build 
a stronger India-United States 
relationship.

celebrate India. Slater emphasized the contribu-
tion of the Indian American population to the US. 
Veterans of the Indian armed forces were recog-
nized with flower bouquets: Colonel P. Navanitha 

Krishnan, Major Gurjeet Singh, Captain R.D. 
Singh, and Captain Aparna Hande. Around 225 
guests including dignitaries and members of 
the Indian community attended the function. 

The program included a cultural program 
involving local artists and renditions of 
patriotic songs.  The emcees of the event 
were Aarti Chopra and Charu Shivakumar.

Lamp Lighting Ceremony. Veternas of War Honored.
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IALA Holds Musical Night To Celebrate India’s Republic Day
India Association of Los Angeles celebrated the 74th Indian 

Republic Day with a musical night, full of patriotic songs. 
IALA has been celebrating the India’s Independence Day and 
Republic Day for more than two decades now. The legacy has 
been started by Kumar Jawa and Late Inder Singh. The event 
was hosted at the Royal Delhi Palace, Canoga Park, California 
on the evening of Feb. 3, 2023.

IALA has since come a long way under different leaders over 
the years. The beauty of this association is that under every 
leader they try to bring something new. The current President, 
Manmohan Chopra who has been the President and Chairman 
earlier too, emulated the Indian Prime Minister Narender Modi 
and brought the Naari Shakti (Women Empowerment) to IALA. 
This year the Executive Team consists of more women than 
men. All the important positions are being held by women. They 
have the Chairperson Manjeet Wahi, VP (Cultural) Falguniba 
Zala, VP (Public Relations) Hema Chopra, Secretary Kiran 
Kamboj, VP Youth Hezal Shah, and others. Kanaksinh Zala is 
the Executive VP of IALA.

Chopra has been actively involved with other communities 
too, and this year the Chief guest at the event was the Dy. Consul 
General of Japan Naoshige Aoshima. The other honorable guests 
were Rick Hirschhaut, Director of LA chapter of American Jewish 
Committee, Scott Schmerelson, LAUSD Board member and Scott 
Abrams representing Congressman Brad Sherman’s office.

The show started with patriotic songs, followed by national 
anthems of India and America. Chairperson Manjeet Wahi spoke 
about the sacrifices of freedom fighters of India to get us the free-
dom we have today. She spoke as how the country is progressing 
by leaps abound under the current leadership.

Chopra spoke about the current India, and how Honorable 
Prime Minister has brought the Naari Shakti in front, which 
was evident looking at the Republic Day at Kartavya Path this 
year. It was a proud moment watching the women officers lead-
ing the battalions at the march past, with such gusto. Then he 
welcomed the honorable guests, and requested the Dy. Consul 
General of Japan Naoshige Aoshima to cut the cake for Indo-

Committee members of IALA celebrating India’s Republic Day.

Dy Consul General of Japan Naoshige Aoshima along with the committee members cutting the cake.Contd. on P21
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Tutoring - Test Prep - ConsultingTutoring - Test Prep - Consulting

PSAT SAT ACT SAT II AP

We offer a wide range of 
comprehensive test prepara-
tion courses. Along with a 
revision of the subject's funda-
mentals we will help you 
understand the tests inside 
out.

• Free diagnostic test & in-depth 
   analysis

• Guidance for weak area 
   improvement

• Comprehensive drills for all 
   sections 

• Test-taking strategies

• Online practice tools

• Full-length practice tests

• Complete course coverage

Math, English, Sciences

We offer one of the most 
comprehensive tutoring 
programs available today. 
Guaranteed improvement in 
3-6 months for committed 
students.

• Homework help

• Quiz/Test preparation

• Weekly grades monitoring and 
   corrective actions

• Additional practice drills & Online 
   practice tools 

• Parallel common core course - 
   Math & English 

Counseling & College App

Selecting a career can be a 
daunting task given the 
number of options available 
today. The counselors at 
Gurukul can help you narrow 
down and select the best 
options which relate to your 
interests, skills and goals and 
are also aligned with your 
academic capabilities

• College selection

• Career guidance and selection

• High school roadmap

• College application and essay 
    help

• Scholarship &, Financial 
   aid/FAFSA guidance

Gurukul is a leading Tutoring and Test-Prep institute based in Artesia, California. We offer a wide range of 

tutoring programs for your crucial Elementary, Middle and High School years. Be it a matter of GPA improve-

ment or taking a critical test like SAT, we cater to all your requirements. Our professional experienced staff 

will leave no stone unturned in pursuit of your goals.

Gurukul Academy
Building a strong foundation

17510 Pioneer Blvd. Ste 203
Artesia, CA (90701)

www.trygurukul.com 

(209) 487-8585

info@trygurukul.com

Tutoring Test Preparation Consulting

Afterschool program available with pick up from select ABC district schools. 
Free trial class and consulting. Call and reserve your spot today !

Now o�ering one-on-one online tutoring via zoom 

Call/Email today

HIRING TUTORS

info@saahasforcause.org www.saahasforcause.org 562-526-2508

Information about South Asian Attire (Geographically)

South Asia is a diverse region with a rich

culture and history, and this is reflected in

the many different types of attire worn by

its people like: Saree,  Lahenga, pagdi,

lugdi, dhoti-kurta, salwar kameez, kurta

payjama, lungi, hijab, etc.

An Old Indian diabetic man was unable to get the proper 
medical help at free cl inics due to his heavy accent. 

He visited multiple places but was not provided the care, 
resources or treatment. 

His family was not able to give him time either and he was 
running low on his medication. 

He felt  lonely, depressed and misunderstood by society. 

He got in touch with Saahas. 
The Saahas team helped him receive the care 

and attention he needed.

Saahas helps you navigate and refer for 
Medi-cal and Medicare health benefits  

in Hindi and other south asian languages. 
Saahas also has a

 free language empowerment program  
available.  

����� �
���� � � �
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Discounts up to $6000 maximum. Due to maximum seller
concession rules applicable to purchase loan transactions, this
discount could be less than $6000 in some cases where other

concessions have been made to the consumer. Please consult your
loan officer with questions about these maximum seller concession

rules. Subject to borrower and property qualifications. Not all
applicants will qualify. NMLS ID #6606. Licensed by the Department

of Financial Protection and Innovation under the California
Residential Mortgage Lending Act. Corporate office 14511 Myford

Rd., Suite 100, Tustin, CA 92780. Phone: (800) 450-2010. 12/2022

New Home?
First Time Buyers receive up to $6,000

in financial assistance with New

American Funding's Pathway Program.

Primary residence purchase only - 1 unit

First Time Buyers only

Available in designated areas

Minimum credit score of 620

New Year,

Scan to visit

my website

Loan Consultant | NMLS # 2147454

SANJAY SHARMA

818-913-8459
Sanjay.Sharma@nafinc.com

Call to learn more

about this program

5 Year Rate Protection Pledge 

Buy now and we'll refinance you into a lower rate

and remove repeat fees if rates drop in the next

five years. 

This program is for limited time period.

Santa Anita Park  

An Event Site To Create Unique Memories
India-West Staff Reporter

ARCADIA, CA - Even the most 

uninformed, non-betters amongst 

us are likely to have heard of 

Seabiscuit, the horse. Made famous 

for the current generation by the 

2013 Hollywood film of the same 

name, it was based on the life and 

career of an undersized and over-

looked racehorse, whose improba-

ble success as a top, money-winner 

made him a media sensation. In 

1940, Seabiscuit won the Santa 

Anita Handicap, California’s most 

prestigious race easily.   That hap-

pened at the Santa Anita Park track 

in Arcadia, CA. To visit there is to 

visit history with rooms that recall 

The vibe of old and new is some-

thing that Santa Anita Park offers 

as a backdrop to anyone who wants 

to host events at a unique facility. 

First off is the track infield area, 

a carpet of green that resembles 

a park with picnic tables, topiar-

ies, and large trees. A spectacular 

bonus to the huge grounds in the 

center of the track is the backdrop 

of the San Gabriel mountains.

Recently, a typical big, fat In-

dian American wedding was held 

in the infield complete with live 

food stations, barat, mandap, 

tents, music, reception, and danc-

ing. Expansively set between the 

mountains on one side and an Art 

Deco-style grandstand façade that 

runs over 1,000 feet on the other, 

it offers the grounds offer a viable 

choice outside the stultifying and 

expected hotel ballroom.

The area which can accommo-

date as many as 50,000, said San-

jay Ahuja, Senior Director of Event 

Sales, is primed to be as flexible 

as the imagination of the guests. 

the glamor of 1930s Hollywood 

when stars like Cary Grant and 

Clark Gable flocked the stands. But 

to visit there is also to be in touch 

with the times with the grounds at 

the entrance readying for a South-

east Asian Lunar Year fair and 

Mexican American staff busying 

themselves around the 320-acre 

park. Nothing might exemplify 

the mix of history and the new age 

as the gaming itself with betters 

having the choice of lining up for a 

live teller or punching a machine.

The grounds have been used by 

corporate houses to entertain thou-

sands of staff, as also private party 

carnivals and celebrations. There 

are golf carts to navigate around, 

easy parking and for weddings, 

suites that can be readied for the 

bride and groom.

Santa Anita Park has indoor 

facilities too that are great for busi-

ness groups. On race day, there 

are areas where groups can hang 

at tables in the stands munching 

and drinking and talking shop. 

There are suites for meetings that 

come with their own food service, 

but a little gem might be a meeting 

room that’s wood-paneled, outfit-

ted with projection monitors for 

presentations, and abuts a private 

dining space and balcony. It is not 

hard to imagine a small group of 30 

attending meetings, stepping out to 

the races, and being plied with food.

For more information: www.

santaanita.com

To host events: (626) 574-7223, 

ask for Sanjay Ahuja.
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JOB 
OPENING

IT Positions- Software Engineers / De-
velopers, Technical Program Managers 

 .Net framework including C#, ASP.NET, ADO.NET,

 WCF, WPF, Web Services, Java, OOD, DevOps, 

Confluence, SharePoint,, APIs, Kafka, Spring, 

Spring Boot, IntelliJ, Maven, Splunk, Teams/Slack, 

Jira, CICD, Cloud (Azure, OCI), PCF, Code Commit, 

Git, Github, Jenkins, Code Pipeline, PowerBI, Clarity. 

REQ: Bachelor’s with/without exp. Positions available for IT 
professionals w/any combination of following technologies:

Location:  Fremont, CA & unanticipated sites thruout US.

Resume: Info Way Solutions, 
46520 Fremont Blvd, Ste 614, Fremont, CA 94538

Natoobhai Patel Organizer Of SoCal’s Massive Garbas, Passes Away, ISSO Temple Mourns Him

COMMUNITY

India-West Staff Reporter

NORWALK, CA -  The Shree 

Swaminarayan Temple, Norwalk 

(ISSO), has expressed its great 

sorrow at the sudden passing of 

Natoobhai A. Patel.  Patel was 

known to the larger Indian Ameri-

can community for organizing the 

largest Navaratri garbas in Los 

Angeles for over 30 consecutive 

years at the Anaheim Convention 

center and many other locations.   

“He was a pillar of our temple 

and a very active member of our 

community for over the past 40 

years,” ISSO said in a statement. 

An active member of his Charotar 

community, Patel was a founder of 

the temple and headed it as Presi-

dent and Vice President for over 

20 years.  “We owe a deep sense 

of gratitude for his endless service 

and commitment to our temple and 

our community,” temple officials 

said, adding, “ Natoobhai, you will 

truly be missed by so many.”Natoobhai Ambalal Patel

Silloo Dordi Passes Away
India-West Staff Reporter

LOS ANGELES, CA - Silloo 

Dordi passed away on January 26. 

She was married to Firoze Dordi, 

founder of the well-known Maazda 

Travels. Their 57-year marriage, 

the family said, served as an inspi-

ration for many. 

She twice battled breast cancer 

but throughout, Silloo provided 

comfort, compassion, and solace to 

others while asking little in return. 

She was born on March 11, 1939, 

in Mumbai, to Piroja and Minocher 

Darukhanawalla, the youngest of 

their four children. In her youth, 

she was a trailblazer, obtaining 

her Associate Degree and working 

at Air India, at a time when few 

women in India worked. She met 

the love of her life, Firoze, while 

both were working for Air India.

In 1984, they started a travel 

agency. For over 36 years, they 

worked diligently side by side.

She is survived by her doting 

husband, Firoze, her adoring sons, 

Khushroo and Firdaus, her loving 

daughters-in-law, Reshma and 

Mansi, and the four grandchildren 

she adored, Trishta, Mateo, San-

tiago, and Karina.

Silloo Dordi
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Call for the best rate and terms TODAY!

Tel: (562) 916-7878   •  Cell: [562] 972-5083

562-916-7878

Loans made or arranged pursuant to California Finance Lender Law. 

INVESTORS - No Income Doc Loans Available

Builder purchase – Lock rate up to 180 days 
in advance

Get Lender approval before making an offer 
and be ahead of competition

No income documents for purchases available

Short of funds for down payment? 
100% gift for down payment is allowed

Get qualified at no cost to know how 
much you can afford

We are direct lender with 35 plus years’ 
experience and over 9,000 clients served

Please call us for all your questions 
regarding Real Estate Financing!

AJ (AJIT) DUDHEKER, MBA  
PLATINUM WEST FUNDING, 
DIRECT LENDER

35 YEARS IN BUSINESS
 
SERVED OVER 
9,000 CLIENTS

ARRANGED HOME LOANS FOR 
MANY NEPALESE FRIENDS 

VERY CREATIVE IN SOLVING LOAN 
QUALIFYING PROBLEMS

FREE LOAN PRE-APPROVAL AND 
CREDIT SCORE IMPROVEMENT

NO INCOME VERIFICATION LOANS 
AVAILABLE

PRIVATE LOANS AVAILABLE

CALL FOR ALL YOUR FINANCING NEEDS!

17100 Norwalk Blvd., #112, Cerritos, CA 90703

aj@platinumwestfunding.com 
NMLS # 356134, 357611 • MORTGAGE BROKER

INTERVIEW

At Heena Patel’s Besharam, Inventiveness, Flavors And Song Come Together  
By NIMMI RAGHUNATHAN 

It happened in 2013. Heena Patel applied 

to La Cocina, a restaurant incubator program 

dedicated to supporting immigrants and work-

ing-class women of color. Sporting a nose ring, 

a shock of white hair, an accent, and clothes 

that said she was a transplant to the US, with 

no formal culinary background on her resume, 

Patel seemed an unlikely selection. Fortunately 

for the food world, she was one of five picked 

from a large pool of candidates.

Today, Patel runs her thriving Gujarati res-

taurant Besharam in the Dogpatch district 

of San Francisco, CA. The accolades were 

immediate when she took over in 2019. In a 

rare move for a new restaurant, Eater named 

Besharam San Francisco’s Restaurant of The 

Year within a year of her opening. Then the 

pandemic hit. But instead of despondence 

at a time of restaurant closures, financial 

uncertainty and industry upheaval, Patel 

chose introspection. When she reopened, 

she roared back with a revamped, completely 

vegetarian menu devoid of the standard fare 

diners have come to expect from their corner 

Indian restaurant. No whiff of butter chicken 

and no chicken tikka either.

The brave new menu took her to her roots in 

Gujarat and she gave herself license to recon-

stitute familiar flavors and unleash regional 

dishes like her stand-out Maska Paneer for 

which the crowds have not stopped streaming 

in. Patel can explain the spinach and the in-

gredients, but it may really find no replication 

elsewhere. Delectable. Her work was again 

lauded and in 2022 she picked up a James 

Beard semi-finalist for best chef in California.

The soft-spoken chef is unlike most of the 

frenzied, hard-charging variety on television. 

But she has a staff, largely, if not all, non-In-

dian, that makes up for it. They bounce up to 

the tables full of verve offering details on the 

dishes they put in front of you. Patel named a 

mezcal cocktail with lasaniya bitters after the 

popular Shah Rukh Khan number “Chammak 

Challo” which the waiters belt out before urg-

ing diners to take a sip. In a restaurant space 

that doubles as an art gallery, the song echoes, 

bringing smiles across all tables.

India-West spoke to Patel where she was 

open about her journey. She was both open 

about her insecurities around her culinary 

education but too humble to point out that 

she nevertheless has leapfrogged in her ca-

reer and is playing a forceful role in shaping 

America’s image of Indian cuisine.  

Q: Tell us about your family growing up.

A: I grew up in a small town called Balas-

inor, near Anand (of Amul fame) in Gujarat.  

I was the second of five daughters. My birth 

was not celebrated, I still remember my aunt 

saying when my younger sisters came along, 

that we were there to take her brother’s 

(Heena’s father) money away as dowry. I 

grew up in a family where the men ate first, 

and the ladies later. Even as a child, I knew 

I did not want to do what my grandmother 

and mother did, but I also did not how to 

overcome this. I got married the same year 

that I graduated with a bachelor’s degree and 

moved to London. In 1992, we came to San 

Francisco and have never left.

Q: When did food begin to play a role in your 

professional life?

A: We opened a liquor store and a floral 

shop. In 2013 we got rid of both. Paresh 

(Heena’s husband) told me that it was my 

time now and asked what I wanted to do. It 

set me thinking and I began asking myself 

what I could do. I knew I was spreading joy 

with my cooking; we had made so many 

friends through food. I started my first res-

taurant, Rasoi, a catering business and food 

stall at the Ferry Building.

Q: How did you hear about being on the 

James Beard list?

A: I woke up to a text early in the morning. 

My PR reached out to me in bold letters with, 

“Heena!” I never thought it was an accolade 

I would ever have. What I got most excited 

about was being referred to as a chef. When 

you have always been a home cook…it felt 

extra special to pull that off. I was laugh-

Heena Patel in her kitchen which runs on her 
inventiveness and is staffed on a principle of 

inclusivity.

Contd. on P16
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Essay 
Competition

ATTRACTIVE 

Prizes, contact Ajoy

Dube  +1 (562) 

682-6186

Saturday, Feb 25th, 2023 (4 pm - 8 pm)
at Jordon High School     6500 Atlantic Ave, Long Beach, CA 

90805

c/smapUSA

LeadershipEvent Theme:

Saturday, Feb 25th, 2023 (
Jordon High School     

Organized by: SMAP Foundation Inc. a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization;  SMAP goals are (1) Networking (2) Unity (3) Leadership (4) Community Service

Competition

Prizes, contact 

–

Competition

Ajoy

Offering Tribute to Indian National Heroes: Chh. Shivaji 

Maharaj, Prithviraj Chauhan, Maharana Pratap, Raja 

Krishnadevaraya, Maharaja Ranjit Singh, Rani Laxmibai

English Drama on

(50+ Actors from Los Angeles)

Vilas Jadhav, Gajendra Savant

Platinum

Gold

Silver

Avadhesh and Uma Agarwal
Ashok and Manju Madan

$5 students; $15 regular;  $95 VIP;   $195 VVIP

Kamlesh Chauhan           Bharat Saoji

Dr Gunvant & Ila Mehta   Sanjay Shah

Kanaksinh Zala Pravin Patel

B
ro

n
ze

Tickets: Eventbrite, Sulekha or call 562-405-2649

Palakhi |  Dhol Tasha   |   Lezim |   Dances

IASA, GOPIO-LA, Step2StepUp, IASH, Dr Aarti Shah

Vedic American 
Foundation

Meridian Hospice Care Chino, CA
Prashant 

Dwivedi 

Cake Korner+ Saahas for Cause, AJ Dudheker, Sunshine Senior Org

Partner Organizations
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Contd. from P14
ing and crying at the same time. 
The other thing was that it was a 
recognition of the whole team. It 
was everybody’s hard work. Now, 
that recognition helps pay the bills!
Q: What did you think would make 
and merit your restaurant being 
called ‘Besharam’?

A: If you want to do something 
from your gut, you need to break 
rules. Growing up in India, I have 
been considered besharam at dif-
ferent times. It was always about 
having a wonderful married life 
but when you want it to be won-
derful outside too, then you are 
not following the traditional route 
and being a traditional daughter-
in-law…besharam! It took me 50 
years to be here. Food has given 
me that confidence.
Q: Your staff is interesting and 
not what we see in many Indian 
restaurants…

A: I have experienced sexism and 
racism and I did not want that in my 
place. Not being respectful of others 
is something I cannot tolerate. My 
staff is of all gender shades, what they 
identify as does not matter. My desire 
is to educate. My hope is to not just 
reflect my roots and my food but also 
the city of San Francisco.
Q: You are soft-spoken, that’s not 
the reputation of most chefs. How 
does being an immigrant and a 
woman of color inform how you 
run your kitchens?

INTERVIEW
At Heena Patel’s Besharam, Inventiveness, Flavors And Song Come Together  

A: I am so proud of my cooks. 
All of them are immigrants. I see 
in their eyes the passion for surviv-
ing just like I had. All the cooks are 
like me, they have come to better 
their lives leaving their families 
behind. I always think of cooking 
as a teachable art. As a child, I was 

told to learn to make round rotis! 
Not going to culinary school, I am 
open to learning always…I am an 
open slate. I don’t have any agenda 
in the kitchen other than educating 
my staff and learning from them as 
well. But every evening till we open 
the doors is a ticking time bomb.
Q: How do you push the boundaries 
of your menu, while still staying root-
ed in the palate of your childhood? 

A: I have asked myself what tra-
ditional food is to me. If it feels like 
Gujarat, it is enough for me. If I am 
excited about it, then it will go on 
my menu irrespective of how some-
one thinks it should look. I want you 
to taste undiyu the way I love it. It is 

not possible to make every-
one happy. This business of 
tradition is a changing one. 
What our grandparents did 
our parents didn’t. So, if we 
try to do what the generations 
before us did, we are idiots.

Q: We speak of food and emotion. 
As a diner, I don’t share your emo-
tional experiences. How do you 
bring that to me as a chef?

A: My husband bought me a fine 
dining book 10 days ago. The chef 
was talking about being inspired 
by the sea and the forest. I kept 
thinking where did I go wrong? But 
I do draw inspiration from books, 
TV shows, and other comfort food. 
We are all not Indian or Gujarati, 
and we eat in different ways, but 
we have common comfort foods 
like rice, and bread. My inspiration 
comes from an ingredient and see-
ing the multiple ways something 
like basil, for instance, can be used. 

That touches 
the diner.
Q: You are a 
vegetarian 
and you con-
v e r t e d  B e -
sharam into 
one. What has 
it taught you 
about people’s 
tastes and how 
they change?

A: My cli-
entele  is  so 

mixed; I am proud of this. When 
I flipped my menu vegetarian, it 
took confidence. During Covid, I 
had time to reflect. I might know 
to make a killer lamb but I wanted 
to tell diners about me, the lifetime 
vegetarian. As soon as that hap-
pened, wow! I have been thrilled 
with what I have been able to cre-
ate and the response. Clients had 
never had thepla. Families and 
individual cooks have their own 
version of kichu and it’s been excit-
ing to give and see the response to 
my impression.
Q: What triggers a menu change?

A: I remember my mom only 
had a small refrigerator. She had 
a specific time to go to the market 
and she bought what was avail-
able which meant it was what was 
the best and cheapest. The menu 
happened after the purchase. That 
stuck in my head. My grandparents 
were farmers so I grew up being 

sensitive to seasons and that is how 
I work now. Being in California you 
are spoiled with choices and the 
best ingredients. Seasonal changes 
affect my menu.
Q: Tell us about the Bollywood 
music in your restaurant.

A: Food is experience. When 
you come to Besharam, I want you 
to feel like you are coming to my 
home. Paresh and I want to open 
the door for every single person 
who comes. Bollywood films and 
music plays in the background in 
my home and people are constantly 
singing. Naming a drink ‘Chamak 
Challo’ reflects that mood. So I 
train my staff. They love it and are 
into it!
Q: Your family…

A: Paresh has been my rock. Be-
sharam is like an extension of my 
house. We always work together. 
It started early in our business. 
We are good together as working 
partners, every day is not the same 
obviously! He will tell you the 
same! I have two children and both 
live in the Bay area.  They manage 
my social media handles and are 
very protective of me. 

SHORT TAKES:
Mom’s kitchen: Culinary school
Chamak Challo: The mural on my 
wall
Favorite cooking show: Chef’s Table
Go to comfort food: Khichdi
Visit to India: Always food related. 
I plan visits around it.
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CRIME
Tesla Crash: 
Dharmesh Patel Charged With Three Counts Of Murder

India-West News Desk

PASADENA, CA – Dharmesh 
Patel Indian American who was 
accused of deliberately driving his 
Tesla off a California cliff with his 

wife and children inside on Janu-
ary 2, has been formally charged 
with three counts of murder.

Dharmesh A Patel, 41, was 
transported to San Mateo County 
jail after his release last week from 

the hospital where he was treated 
for “serious lower body injuries”.

A San Mateo judge on January 
30 granted a request to hold Patel 
without bail at the Maguire Cor-
rectional Facility, citing the danger 
he poses to his family.

The three counts of murder he 
has been charged with include, 
“attempted first-degree murder 
and child abuse, as well as enhance-
ments for great bodily injury and 
domestic abuse,” San Mateo Dis-
trict Attorney Steve Wagstaffe said 
in a press conference on Jan. 30.

Statements from Patel’s wife 
Neha, as well as witness accounts 
from other motorists and video of 
the roadway, gave enough evidence 
to frame charges against Patel, 
Wagstaffe said. “He intention-
ally tried to kill us,” Wagstaffe said 
Neha Patel told paramedics. “She 
said very simply this was not an 
accident,” he added.

“We do believe the evidence estab-
lishes the necessary intent to kill,” 
he told the San Francisco Chronicle. 
Wagstaffe said that the wife’s attor-
ney told prosecutors that she would 
talk to investigators “when she was 
physically ready to do so”.

Patel’s wife continues to be in the 
hospital, according to the report.

Patel’s car was traveling south 
on State Route 1 when it went over 

the cliff at Devil’s Slide, south of the 
Tom Lantos Tunnels, and flipped 
and landed on its wheels near the 
water’s edge.

Firefighters were able to pull 
Patel’s two children -- a seven-year-
old girl and a four-year-old boy 
-- from the vehicle. The daughter 
suffered a serious injury, while the 
boy escaped with just bruises.

The children have been staying 
with one of Patel’s sisters, Wag-
staffe said.

Patel, a radiologist at Provi-
dence Holy Cross Medical Center 

in Pasadena, and 
his wife were pulled 
out of the vehicle’s 
windows.

“We’re looking 
into what led up 
to this. Was there 
depression or any-
thing else? It wasn’t 
just that he was try-
ing to kill them, he 
was trying to kill 
himself too,” Wag-
staffe said.

H e  h a d  e a r -
lier said they are 
also investigating 
whether the crash 
could have been 
caused due to an 
issue with the car.

“Did the brakes fail? Were the 
brakes working? Were there any 
other mechanical malfunctions that 
would have led to him (Patel) not be-
ing able to stop the vehicle? “We’re 
having the car looked at from top to 
bottom,” Wagstaffe had said.

“Based on the evidence collected, 
investigators developed probable 
cause to believe this incident was 
an intentional act,” the California 
Highway Patrol said in a statement.

The incident left Patel’s neigh-
bors in shock who described him 
as a “great guy”.
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MAHA SHIVARATRI

CELEBRATIONS

                    08:00 AM                                  Ganapati Puja, Punyahavachanam, Mahanyasam

09:00 AM - 12:00 PM                          Ekadasha rudrabhishekam on Mahalinga

12:00 PM - 06:00 PM                                              Om-Namah Shivaya chanting

Sunday 19th Feb, 2023 - Morning Program 12:00 AM - 06:00 AM

 

www.sivakameswari.org  or (+1) 714 714 0101

Saturday 18th Feb, 2023 06:00 AM to Sunday 19th Feb, 2023 06:00 AM
You are cordially invited to the grand celebrations of MAHA SHIVA RATRI CELEBRATIONS (24hrs non-

stop chanting of "OM Namahashivaya".) at Sri Siva Kameswari Temple in Costa Mesa, CA.

Scan the QR code

Mahashiva Ratri Full Day Puja - $251
Saturday 18th Feb, 2023 06:00 AM to Sunday 19th Feb,

2023 06:00 AM

Mahashiva Ratri Morning Puja - $116
Saturday 18th Feb, 2023 08:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Mahashiva Ratri Annadanam - $251

Mahashiva Ratri Any Single

Abhishekam - $54

Mahashiva Ratri Garland - $51

Mahashiva Ratri Evening Puja - $201
Saturday 18th Feb, 2023 06:00 PM to Sunday 19th Feb,

2023 06:00 AM

Saturday 18th Feb, 2023 - Morning Puja

Saturday 18th Feb, 2023 - Evening Puja 06:00 PM - 11:59 PM

24hrs non-stop chanting of "OM Namahashivaya".
Please sign-up for your desired timing slot and reserve your space.

06:00 PM 1st Panchamruta Abhishekam to lord shiva followed by

Bhajana, cultural programs, mediation and archana

06:00 PM - 07:00 PM Bhajan concert by Sabari Girish

07:00 PM - 07:30 PM Bhajan offerings by Vidya Seetaram & Seetaram

Viswanathan

07:30 PM - 08:00 PM Nrutya seva /Dance offerning by Sweta Aswin Team

08:00 PM - 10:00 PM 2nd Phalarasa Abhishekam to lord shiva followed by

Bhajana, cultural programs, mediation and archana

08:00 PM - 09:00 PM Offering of Sangeeta Neerajanam. A vocal offering by

students of The Keerthana School of Indian Music & Fine Arts

- Director Sri Babu Parameswaran.

09:00 PM - 09:45 PM Offering of Nrutya neerajanam. A dance offering by students of

The Shakti School of Bharata Natyam -Director Viji Prakash.

followed by Alankaram, Meditation, Bhajan & Keertan.

10:00 PM - 12:00 AM 3rd Bhasma Abhishekam to lord shiva followed by

Bhajana, cultural programs, mediation and archana.

10:00 PM - 12:00 AM Bhajan Seva by Pundit Sidharth Pathak and Team

12:00 AM Lingodbhava Shiva Darshana

12:00 AM - 02:00 AM 4th Anna Abhishekam to lord shiva followed by

Bhajana, cultural programs, mediation and archana

12:00 AM - 02:00 AM Bhajan Seva by Pundit Sidharth Pathak and Team

 

02:00 AM - 04:00 AM 5th Haridra Kumkuma Abhishekam to lord shiva

followed by Bhajana, cultural programs, mediation and

archana

02:00 AM - 04:00 AM

04:00 AM - 06:00 AM 6th Gandha Abhishekam to lord shiva followed by Bhajana,

cultural programs, mediation and archana

4:30 AM to 6:00 AM Kameswara - Roopa Darshanam Fallowed by Siva Parvati Kalyanam

Prakruti & Purusha - Siva& Shakti Maha Shivarathri celebrations

conclude with Maha Mangal Aarti & Prasad distribution.

04:00 AM - 06:00 AM Bhajan Seva by Pundit Sidharth Pathak and Team

06:00 AM Maha mangalaharathi and prasad. Conclusion of Om

Namaha Shivaya chanting.

Bhajan Seva by Pundit Sidharth Pathak and Team
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Sri Siva Kameswari Temple
The benefits of Naga Pratistha are:  (1) Delay in marriage minimized. (2) Overcoming prog-

eny related hurdles. (3) Success and happiness in business and family. (4) Good health 
and peace of mind.  (5) Balance of physical and mental stress

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16TH, 4PM - 9PM

LUNCH PRASAD WILL BE SERVED AT 12:00 PM ONWARDS

WE REQUEST YOU ALL TO PLEASE SPONSOR THE EVENT PUJAS AND HOMAS FOR THIS ONE-DAY EVENT

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH, - 6:30AM - 12PM
Sankalpam, Ganapathi Pooja, Deeksha Dhaarana, Rak-
sha Bandhana, Ankuraarpana, Mandapa avahana, Agni 
Pratishta, Vaastu Pariyagneeekarana and Vastu Homam.

Mandapahomas and Sarpa Sookta homam, Adhivasanga, 
Kalanyasa and all related homas

Jaladhivasam & Ksheeradhivasam Dhaanyadhivasam, 
Pushpadhivasamand Sayyadhivasam. (Deity Water & Milk, 
Rice, Flowers, and bed Immersion Ceremony)
Aarati Followed by Dinner Prasad

Mandapa Pooja, Rudra, Navagraha, Pancha Sookta, Sarpa 
Sookta Homas and Maha Poornahuti

8:07 AM Yantra and Naga Vigraha Pratishtha

Ratnanyasam, Garthnnyasam, Bhejannyasam,Yantra Pratishta
(08:07 am) & Vigraha Pratishta, Kalanyasam,Netronmeelanam, 
Kalasaabhishekam, Alankaram, Govu knaya Darshana, Prathama 
Darshanam, Prathama Archana, Neerajanam, Mantrapushpam, 
Mahadaaseervachanam, Teertha Prasada Vitharana

Sri Siva Kameswari Temple
invites you to a 

February 25th, 2023, 4:00PM to 7:00PM
Followed by Dinner

Contact: Temple: 714-714-0101, KRS: 714-322-6775

Sangeeta Vibhavari Music Concert
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PUNJAB PALACE
C  U  I  S  I  N  E  S   O  F   I  N  D  I  A

1766 University Ave, Ste. 102, Riverside, CA 92507

951-686-9968

Specialized 

in Catering
We Cater to 

All Parties, Big & Small
For Catering call Raj: 

951-756-8356

Voted The Best Restaurant in Riverside by Press Enterprise

Specializing in Tandoori items (Clay Oven) 
Vegetarian and Non-Vegetarian University Avenue, Riverside

Raj Sharma - Owner

Ala Carte Dinner  5pm to 10pm

Tuesday to Sunday

11:30 AM to 10:00 PM

Voted The Best Restaurant in Riverside by Press EnterpriseVoted The Best Restaurant in Riverside by Press Enterprise

$12.95
plus tax

AGENT, NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

• Life Insurance
• Retirement Planning
• Buy/Sell Agreement Funding
• College/Education Funding
• Mutual Funds*
• Estate Planning *Offered by NYLIFE Securities LLC

CA Insurance. Lic# OA95351

Bus: 800-787-3047

Res: 310-417-3881

Cell: 213-445-4358

Fax: 310-417-3631

SATISH PATEL

Registered Representative, NYLIFE Securities LLC (Member FINRA/SIPC)

A Licensed Insurance Agency and New York Life company
6300 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 2010 • Los Angeles, CA 90048

(323) 782-3000 • satishpatel@ft.newyorklife.com

A Licensed Insurance Agency

Kumar Jawa Opens New Store In Beverly Hills
stores back home, so I had an 

inherent interest in this kind of 

business. Our first store was in 

1984 in Culver City. We spread 

to 19 other locations. One is in 

Oregon, the rest are in Southern 

California,” he said.

Simultaneously operating    the 

stores that are open seven days 

a week and for almost 12 hours 

a day, is no mean feat. Added to 

that is the fact that he has also 

created his own brand – Sona, 

which meets all FDA criteria – 

of products that include dals, 

rice, spice powders, and a wide 

variety of herbs.  Jawa laughs 

saying, “My friends call me 

Contd. from P1

a workaholic, 

though these 

days, I think 

of myself  as 

semi-retired.”

H e  m a y 

h a v e  s o m e 

help going for-

ward. Said he, 

“I am happy 

that  my son 

Rajkumar, 

who is in the 

movie-making 

field, has now 

got involved in 

the store busi-

ness as well.”

Isaac Bryan presenting the Plaque to Raj Jawa and Kumar Jawa.

Newly opened store in Beverly Hills.

Kumar Jawa with James O Omasa Rwoti, Dy Consul General, 
Republic of Kenya.
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POLITICS

BUY AT 3.625% 
30 Year Fixed 

2-1 BUYDOWN PROGRAM

WE WILL PAY FOR 
YOUR APPRAISAL!

CALL TODAY

1-800-991-4162
No Tax Return Loans available for 

Self Employed Buyers

nkohli@rapidcapitalinc.com

BUY A HOME WITH 5% DOWN • NO MORTGAGE INSURANCE

Apply online at www.rapidcapitalinc.com

1 Park Plaza, Suite 600, Irvine, CA 92614

www.rapidcapitalinc.com

NMLS #902784  •  California BRE# 01819194

* 2-1 Buydown scenario assumes 740+ FICO,  800K Purchase price, 80% LTV,  Seller concession of $13,562)

Navin Kohli
CEO / President

Republican Party Rejects Harmeet Dhillon 
As Head, Re-elects Ronna McDaniel

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (IANS) 

- Harmeet Dhillon lost her bid 

to head the Republican National 

Committee (RNC). The current 

RNC chair Ronna McDaniel 

was re-elected on January 27 

at the Committee’s meeting in 

California despite criticism for 

having led the party through 

three successive defeats and an 

underperformance.

Dhillon polled 51 votes to Mc-

Daniel’s 111 in the 168-member 

RNC. The race however brought 

exposed discontent in the ranks of 

the party that must face a presi-

dential election next year.

After the election, Dhillon said, 

“At the end of the day, if our party 

is perceived as totally out of touch 

with the grassroots, which I think 

some may take away from this out-

come, we have some work to do.”

The run-up to the RNC election 

was marred by allegations that 

McDaniel’s supporters had run 

a whispering campaign against 

Dhillon based on her Sikh faith.

Dhillon, tweeted during the 

campaign: “No number of threats 

to me or my team, or bigoted at-

tacks on my faith traceable direct-

ly to associates of the chair, will 

deter me from advancing positive 

change at the RNC.” McDaniel 

however condemned the efforts 

to use religion against Dhillon 

citing her own membership in 

the minority Mormon faith that is 

often portrayed negatively.

Dhillon received the support of 

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis, 

a rising figure in the party and 

a likely challenger to former 

President Donald Trump for the 

party’s presidential nomination 

next year. Endorsing Dhillon, 

DeSantis said in an interview 

with the leader of a conservative 

group within the party, “I think 

we need to get some new blood 

in the RNC”.

Dhillon had picked up support 

from two state committees, Ne-

vada and Washington, the heads 

of the party in four states and 

some high-profile party donors, 

as well as media figures influen-

tial within the party.

Trump who had connections 

to both McDaniel and Dhillon 

stayed neutral in the open, but 

according to some media reports 

secretly backed the incumbent.

He had picked McDaniel in 

2017 to head the RNC, while Dhil-

lon was one of his lawyers during 

the last presidential election and 

the House probe into the January 

2021 Capitol riots.

McDaniel is seen as closely 

aligned herself with Trump and 

while Dhillon has not openly 

gone against him, she repudiated 

Trump’s continued claim that he 

was the rightful winner in 2020.

But many conservative diehard 

Trump supporters backed Dhillon, 

and this may have turned off some 

of the moderate voters. According 

to Politico, many had reservations 

about one “firebrand conserva-

tive figure” Charlie Kirk who they 

feared might exert influence on the 

party if she were elected.

Harmeet Dhillon

Japan relationship. Aoshima 

surprised everyone by giving 

the speech in fluent Hindi. He 

told that he had three stints in 

India, and he loves India and 

Indian food. Mrs. Aoshima came 

dressed in a traditional Saree. 

He spoke about the friendship of 

India and Japan and commended 

India that it is the head of G20 

right now. Chopra asked him 

about his views of current India 

under the leadership of Modi. 

Aoshima mentioned that he is 

very impressed by the working 

of Modi and now no one can stop 

India to become one of the top 

countries in the world.

Rick Hirschhaut, Director of 

AJC in his speech praised India 

and Indians. He mentioned as to 

how the Jews live so peacefully 

and without fear in India. He said 

that India is the only country in 

the world outside Israel where 

there’s no anti-semitism. He 

loved the dance performances 

and musical show.

Scott Schmerelson praised the 

Indian kids and the parents for 

raising such wonderful, intelli-

gent kids with excellent culture. 

He mentioned that he is going 

to try to have Holi and Diwali 

recognized as a school holiday in 

LAUSD. Scott Abrams praised the 

strengthening ties of India and US 

in different sectors.

The program was coordinated 

wonderfully and flawlessly by 

Falguniba Zala, VP Cultural. 

The show was full of songs, mu-

sic and dance. More than 250 

people attended the event. The 

entertainers of the event were 

famous duo Dipali and Vishal, 

who kept the audience totally 

spellbound by their music, 

songs and entertainment.

IALA Celebrate India’s 
Republic Day

Contd. from P10
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Ambala Sweets & Snacks

All kinds of Punjabi, Gujarati, South Indian Snacks, Chaat, Pakora, Kulfi and Thali available

All Kinds of Sweets & Namkeen for all occasions Available

A House of Indian Traditional Sweets & Snacks

18433 Pioneer Blvd, Artesia, CA 90701 • 562-402-0006

SWEETS: 

• Jalebi • Boondi Laddu • Barfi (Kaju/Pista/Almond/Plain) • Rasgulla • Peda • Petha • Amarti • Cham Cham 

• Gulab Jamun • Kalakand  • Karachi Halwa • Milk Cake • Ras Malai • Baalu Shahi

NAMKEEN: 

Kaju Masala • Dalmoth/Moong/Channa  Chevda Mix • Sevian • Mathi • Gathia

CATERING SPECIALIST

Order online on our website - www.ambalasweets.us

IMMIGRATION

Pramila Jayapal Named Ranking Member Of 
Congressional Immigration Subcommittee

NEW YORK, NY (IANS) - In-

dian American Congresswoman 

Pramila Jayapal has been named 

Ranking Member of the US House 

Judiciary Committee’s panel on 

Immigration, making her the first 

immigrant to serve in a leadership 

role for the subcommittee.

Jayapal, 57, will succeed Con-

gresswoman Zoe Lofgren to serve 

on the Subcommittee on Immi-

gration Integrity, Security, and 

Enforcement. “As the first South 

Asian woman elected to the US 

House of Representatives and 

one of only two dozen naturalized 

citizens in Congress, I am honored 

and humbled to serve as the Rank-

ing Member of the House Subcom-

mittee on Immigration Integrity, 

Security, and Enforcement,” Jaya-

pal said in a statement. In the US, 

a ranking member is the most 

senior member of a congressional 

or state legislative committee from 

the minority party. “I came to this 

country when I was 16, alone, and 

with nothing in my pockets. After 

17 years on an alphabet soup of 

visas to become a US citizen, I was 

lucky enough to have the opportu-

nity to live the American Dream, a 

dream that is out of reach for too 

many immigrants today.” Jayapal, 

said that in her new role she will 

focus on the country’s broken im-

migration system around dignity, 

humanity, and justice.

Her appointment comes as the 

immigrant visa backlog in the US 

increased by nearly 9,000 in the 

month of January, according to 

the National Visa Center.

The number of people sched-

uled for green card interviews 

increased by nearly 3,000 from 

December 2022 to January. The 

NVC scheduled 36,167 interviews 

in January, compared to 33,406 

in December.

The White House is looking 

into the recommendations to 

reduce the adjudication and 

processing of Green Card ap-

plications to just six months and 

remove all the backlogs by April 

2023. The fight to reform immi-

gration laws has been a core tenet 

of Jayapal’s work in Congress.

She has introduced multiple 

landmark bills and resolutions in-

cluding her Roadmap to Freedom 

Resolution, Access to Counsel 

Act, Dignity for Detained Im-

migrants Act, and Protection of 

Kids in Immigrant Detention Act, 

among others. Before coming to 

Congress, Jayapal was a longtime 

organizer and activist for immi-

grants’ rights. Post 9/11 attacks, 

she started OneAmerica (formerly 

Hate Free Zone), the largest im-

migrant rights organization in 

Washington State that success-

fully sued the Bush Administra-

tion to prevent the deportation of 

more than 4,000 Somalis.

She was the founding co-chair 

of the We Belong Together cam-

paign to mobilize women in 

support of common-sense im-

migration reform to keep families 

together and empower women.

She was also arrested during 

a civil obedience demonstration 

protesting the Trump Adminis-

tration’s zero humanity family 

separation policy. The Subcom-

mittee on Immigration Integrity, 

Security, and Enforcement will 

be chaired by Rep Tom Mc-

Clintock, and has jurisdiction 

over immigration law and policy, 

naturalization, border security, 

refugee admissions, non-border 

immigration enforcement, and 

other various issues.
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OVER 45 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE * 
90% PLUS SUCCESS

“Professionalism, Reliability, and Results in our Motto”

DIVORCE/

NULLIFICATION OF MARRIAGE
– Even without the concent of the other party

– For those who are illegally staying in the U.S.

TEL: (213) 386-7148
Fax: 213-386-1576

If you want results, contact us:

Law Offices of HARESH JAMBUSARIA, INC.
IMMIGRATION SPECIALIST

H1-B & LABOR CERTIFICATION SPECIALIST

The quota under employment category is moving fast for aliens born 
in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, England, U.K. and Canada etc.

It is possible to process and get Green Card on the 
employment skilled worker category or professional 

position within 1 year and half  years to 2 years.

• Relative Petition
• Fiancé(e) Visa
• “K” Visa
• Student Visa
• Citizenship
• Deportation

• Consular Processing
• H-1B Visa
• Intracompany Transferee
• Treaty Trader/Investor
• 9th Circuit Litigation
• Political Asylum

MONEY BACK 

GUARANTEE (LEGAL FEE) 

FOR LABOR 

CERTIFICATION (PERM)

6404 Wilshire Blvd., 
Suite 845, 

Los Angeles, CA 90048
Email: hareshlaw@yahoo.com

www.hareshlaw.com
HARESH JAMBUSARIA
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CHIKU aka SAPOTA

A Trusted Source for Organically Grown Tropical & Subtropical Fruit Trees. Family owned & operated for over thirty years, the nursery 
offers selected varieties of fruit trees specifi cally adapted to various growing zones throughout Southern California. To help them 
thrive in your home garden, growing information is also provided both verbally and in printed form. 

PAPAYA TREE NURSERY

Special variety (PTN#1) adapted to S. California can begin fruiting in one or two years at a 
height of only four feet. This very sweet fruit is one of nature’s special desserts. Delicious as 
a fresh-picked fruit, or you can make chiku kulfi  just like grandma did! These space-saving, 
semi-dwarf trees grow to only 12’ tall in S. California and can be container grown. On 
display at the nursery, you can view a fruiting chiku tree planted in the ground 6 years ago.

SOME OF THE PLANTS OFFERED: BANANA – FIG – JAKFRUIT – LITCHEE – MANGO – PAPAYA 
– POMEGRANATE – KALA JAMUN – SHAHTOOT/MULBERRY – SITAPHAL/SHARIFA

Open 7 Days A Week by Same- Day Appointment. 8 AM to 6PM (Please Call First)

Website: www.papayatreenursery.com   -   (818) 363-3680P
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IMMIGRATION

The Green Card Gets A Redesign
WASHINGTON, DC - U.S. 

Citizenship and Immigration Ser-
vices has announced new designs 
to improve the security of the 
coveted Green Cards and Employ-
ment Authorization Documents.

The new Green Card and EAD 
designs contain state-of-the-art 
technology that improves secu-
rity, USCIS said. Changes include 
improved detailed artwork; tactile 
printing that is better integrated 
with the artwork; enhanced opti-
cally variable ink; highly secure 
holographic images on the front 
and back of the cards; a layer-
reveal feature with a partial win-

dow on the back photo box; and 
data fields displayed in different 
places than on previous versions.

“This redesign further dem-
onstrates USCIS’ commitment 
to taking a proactive approach 
against the threat of secure docu-
ment tampering, counterfeiting, 
and fraud,” said USCIS Direc-
tor Ur M. Jaddou. “Consistent 
updates to secure documents, 
informed by our knowledge of 
the latest methods of bad actors 
and the innovation and ingenuity 
of our staff, ensure the continued 
integrity of secure documents is-
sued by our agency.”

The introduction of the new 
designs does not mean that cur-
rently issued cards are invalid. 
Current cards remain valid until 
their expiration date. Some 
Green Cards and EADs issued 
after January 30, 2023, may 
still display the existing design 
format because USCIS will 
continue using existing card-
stock until current supplies are 
depleted. Both versions of the 
cards are acceptable for Form 
I-9, Employment Eligibility 
Verification; E-Verify; and Sys-
tematic Alien Verification for 
Entitlements (SAVE).

Some older Green Cards do not 
have an expiration date. These 
older Green Cards without an 
expiration date generally remain 
valid; however, USCIS encour-
ages applicants with these older 
cards to consider applying for a 

replacement card to prevent fraud 
or tampering should the card ever 
get lost or stolen.

Redesigning the cards is part of 
the Secure Identification Platform 
Project which began in 2019 with 
extensive market research. 

To Post Your 
Classified Ads Visit 

www.indiawest.com/classifieds

To Post Your  FREE
Matrimonial Ads Visit 

www.indiawest.com/matrimonials
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SINGLE
IMPLANT

ANTI-AGING TREATMENT BOTOX

DISCOUNTED PACKAGE SPECIALS AVAILABLE

FOR TMJ & 

FACIAL PAIN

$999*

$399* $12*

INCLUDES IMPLANT, ABUTMENT AND CROWN

*Expires 3/15/2023. Cannot be combined with insurance Fees. New Patients only.

Excludes extraction, bonegraft, etc. Cannot be Combined with other coupons.

PRF Treatment Description:  Platelet-Rich Fibrin focuses on 100% 

natural healing properties found within the body. This is a safe and 

natural solution for collagen reproduction, skin tightening, pigmenta-

tion removal, acne scar reduction. Exp. 3/15/2023
Exp. 3/15/2023

NOW SERVING YOU IN TWO LOCATIONS!

IRVINE:

33 Creek Rd, STE 210-B

LAGUNA NIGUEL:

30012 Crown Valley Pkwy, STE B

Call to book your 
FREE Consult Now!

In House CT Scan Available

714-600-1741

www.dental2000.com

Se Habla Espanol

Trust in American implants, 

don’t be fooled with 

overseas knock off. Proven 

with 20 years of success.

 starting at

HEALTHCARE FINANCING FOR YOUR PRICELESS SMILE.

Per Treatment

Per Unit

HAVE YOU 

LOST YOUR 

TEETH BUT 

NOT YOUR 

APPETITE?

You CAN eat 

what you love 

again
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ACADEMY AWARDS

   We offer the following services:
• Preparation of Individuals, Partnerships, Corporations and Fiduciaries income tax returns
•  Compilations, Reviews and Audits of fi nancial statements
•  Audits of 401k and profi t sharing plans
•  Audits of non-profi t organizations fi nancial statements
•  Preparation of personal fi nancial statements
•  Preparation of non-profi t organizations tax returns
•  Monthly, quarterly, or annual bookkeeping services
•  Tax planning and incorporations
•  Representation before income tax, sales tax and other regulatory tax authorities
•  Paperless attestation engagements

Venkat Bramharouthu, CPA
Member, AICPA

21600 Oxnard Street, Suite 2000, Woodland Hills, CA 91367 
818-468-8408 • www.sterlingtax.net • vbramha@sterlingtax.net

STERLING ACCOUNTING
& TAX SERVICES INC.

We have experience servicing companies in various types of industries 
including: Manufacturing, Retail, Entertainment, Real Estate, Technology, Motels, 
Restaurants, Construction, Food Processing, Financing and Professional Services.

Quality Service at Economical Rates
� e AICPA provides a “Pass”, “Pass with defi ciencies” and “Fail” ratings under the peer review quality control standards and we are happy that we got a “Pass” rating.

‘Naatu Naatu’ In Oscar 
Race For Best Original Song

LOS ANGELES, 
CA -  The  peppy 
dance number ‘Naa-
tu Naatu’ composed 
by M.M. Keeravani 
a n d  p e n n e d  b y 
Chandrabose is now 
vying for the top 
music honor at the 
Oscar Awards.

The high-energy 
rendit ion  of  the 
number is by sing-
ers Rahul Sipligunj 
and Kaala Bhairava 
and the unique cho-
reography by Prem 
Rakshith,

Celebrating the 
nomination of ‘Naa-
tu Naatu’, NTR Jr wrote, “Congratulations @MMKeeravaani Garu and 
@boselyricist Garu on achieving another well-deserved and monumental 
feat... This song will forever hold a special place in my heart.”

Ram Charan tweeted, “What brilliant news! Truly an honour to see 
“Naatu Naatu” nominated for the Oscars. Another very proud moment 
for us & India. Well deserved @MMKeeravaani Garu, @SSRajamouli 
Garu, my brother @tarak9999and the entire team of #RRR All love.”

The two actors danced in shiny suspenders in ‘Naatu Naatu’ and it 
has become a celebratory anthem for most Indians.

The song has already won a Golden Globe for Best Original 
Song. Composer Keeravani tweeted, “Congratulations to my team! 
Big hugs to all.” In ‘RRR’, the SS Rajamouli film where the song 
plays, NTR Jr and Ram Charan play freedom fighters taking on 
the British empire.                                                        (ANI & IANS)
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DELHI PALACE
Manohar’s

INDIAN CUISINE

581 S. Azusa Way, 
La Puente, CA 91744

Ph: 626-964-0343
Cell: 626-437-4190
Lunch: 11:30am - 2:30pm  
Dinner: 5:00pm to 9:00pm

FULL SERVINCE CATERING: • Customized Menu • Acclaimed Service 
• Large Orders Taken • 25 Years Experience

PLANNING TO START YOUR OWN BUSINESS?

PLANNING TO START YOUR OWN BUSINESS?

• Payroll • Income Tax   • Bookkeeping

• Tax Return for Individual / Partnership / DBA / Corporation

• DBA
• LLC’S
• Partnerships

SATISH TOMAR
KUMAR TAX & FINANCIAL SERVICES

18118 Parthenia St. Northridge, CA 91325

FREE WORKSHOP
Do you know the difference between...

818-349-9300

KUMAR TAX & FINANCIAL SERVICES

• S Corporation
• C Corporation
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11938 Paramount Blvd.,  
Downey, CA 90242

433 W. 4th street, Ste. 100
Montebello, CA 90640.

8500 Florence Ave., Suite 101
Downey, CA 90240

15141 Whittier Blvd., Ste. 120
Whittier, CA 90603

12472 Washington Blvd.,
Whittier, CA 90602

2621 S. Bristol Ave. Suite 105, 
Santa Ana, CA 92807

14359 Pioneer Blvd. Suite A
Norwalk, CA 90650

4811 Florence Ave.,
Bell, CA 90201

741 S Orange Ave., 
West Covina, CA 91790

3625 M. L. K. Jr Blvd,  Unit 8 
Lynwood, CA 90262

29525 Canwood St., Ste. 200
Agoura Hills, CA 91301

Open 7 days a week, from 
9am - 9pm

X-Rays & Ultrasounds 
NOW Available!

WALK-INS WELCOME
WAIT-TIME IS 15 MINUTES!

AME Medical Group, Inc. Est. 1997

3300 South Street, Suite 209
Long Beach, CA 90805

@amemedicalgroup amemedical Ask About Our COSMETIC SERVICES

Rapid Antigen Testing
Results in 15 minutes  

No Insurance needed 

Just $75FREE
Pfi zer 

vaccine 
available at our 

Downey Location 
(by appointment only)

• Nasal Swab PCR testing
• Results within 36 hours

• With Insurance FREE
• Without Insurance $150

By Appointment only 
Call: 562-923-6060

PCR Covid-19 Testing
In all our offices

Now offering FREE

• Pfizer booster available
• Antibody testing to 

check immunity

FREE

25

ACADEMY AWARDS

‘The Elephant Whisperer’ Gets Nod In Short Film Category
LOS ANGELES, CA (IANS) 

- Kartiki Gonsalves’ directorial 
‘The Elephant Whisperer’ has 
been nominated in the Documen-
tary Short Film category.

The short documentary will be 
contending alongside ‘Haulout’, 
‘How Do You Measure a Year?’ 
(Jay Rosenblatt Films), ‘The Mar-
tha Mitchell Effect” (Netflix)’ and 
‘Stranger at the Gate’.

‘The Elephant Whisperer’ is 
about Bomman and Bellie, a 
couple in Tamil Nadu, who de-

vote their lives to caring for an 
orphaned baby elephant named 
Raghu, forging a family like no 
other that tests the barrier between 
the human and the animal world.

The short documentary marks 
the directorial debut of Kartiki 
Gonsalves and is produced by 
Guneet Monga and Achin Jain 
under the banner of Sikhya En-
tertainment. 

Monga wrote, “The Elephant 
Whisperers is an ode to devo-
tion and love..an ode to un-

conditional selfless love for the 
beautiful baby ellie Raghu who 
felt all the emotions like us hu-
mans but only two could hear 
his whispers - Bomman and 
Bellie. I am beyond grateful for 
@kartikigonsalves (the Direc-
tor), who discovered this sacred 
bond and trusted us with the 
story so pure and surreal. Goes 
without saying, *thank you* the 
incredible team @netflix - you 
not just empower dreams, you 
make them come true!”

Oscar Nom For Documentary ‘All That Breathes’
LOS ANGELES, CA (ANI) 

- Indian filmmaker Shaunak 
Sen’s  d irector ia l  ‘A l l  That 
Breathes’ has made it to the 
95th Oscar Awards after it got 
nominated in the Documentary 
Feature Film category.

The documentary has been 
nominated alongside films such 
as ‘All That Beauty and Blood-
shed’, Fire of Love’, ‘A House 
Made of Splinters’ and ‘Navalny’.

The film, directed by filmmak-
er Shaunak Sen, revolves around 
the lives of siblings Mohammad 
Saud and Nadeem Shehzad, who 
work out of their derelict base-
ment in Delhi’s Wazirabad, to 
rescue and treat injured birds, 
especially the black kites.

The documentary has been 
nominated against ‘All the Beauty 
and the Bloodshed’, ‘Fire Of 
Love,’ ‘A House made of Splin-
ters,’ and ‘Navalny’.

This is not the first time that 
the film has brought laurels to 
the country. Last year, ‘All That 
Breathes’ won the 2022 L’Oeil 
d’Or, the festival’s top prize for 
documentaries at Cannes 2022. 
The 90-minute long film was 
chosen the winner by the jury, 
comprising Polish filmmaker 
Agnieszka Holland, Ukrainian 
writer-director Iryna Tsilyk, 
French actor Pierre Deladon-
champs, journalist Alex Vicente, 
and Moroccan writer-filmmaker 
Hicham Falah.
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Acharya
Santa Prasad Shastri

WE CAN HELP WITH

Pujas, Havans and Rituals
Horoscope reading
Palm & Face reading
Gemstones

Kaal Sarpa dosha

Mangal dosha

Marriage problems

Job problems

Business Problems

Financial Problems

Career Issues

Court Cases

Health Problems

Immigration/Green Card

Relationship issues

Marriage/Divorce

Career problems

Health issues

Family issues

Financial problems

Stress/Depression

17820 Alburtis Ave | Artesia, CA 90701info@himalayanvedicastrology.com

www.himalayanvedicastrology.com

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri is a renowned Himalayan Vedic Astrologer 
based in California. He started his Vedic astrological education at the age of 
8 and went through 19 years of rigorous education and training at Maharishi 
Vedic Gurukul, New Delhi, India. He has more than 40 years of experience in 
Vedic Astrology. He is also a Teacher of the transcendental meditation & 
yoga. He is a master of four vedas (Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda and 
Atharveda). He is a specialist for all kinds of Vedic Yagyas and Pujas. 

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri can solve all your problems through Vedic 
Astrology. Contact today for a free consultation.

Enlightenment with (TM) Transcendental Meditation

HIMALAYAN VEDIC ASTROLOGY

SPECIAL PUJAS FOR

S O L U T I O N S  F O R  A L L  Y O U R  P R O B L E M S

+1(310) 486-7608

Resident Manager For Indepen-

dent Motel In Lakeview, Oregon

Residential (couple or single) 

manager needed for a small 

independent motel in Lakeview, 

Oregon. Accommodation pro-

vided. Need to work at the Front 

desk with light maintenance. 

Salary based on experience. Con-

tact-510-456-8111 or pateland-

patelllc@gmail.com. 

House Keepers

Phoenix AZ multiple hotels now 

hirings House keepers free ac-

commodation and good salary 

send resume to sam.shhospital-

ity@gmail.com. 

Resident Manager For Franchise 

Motel In Southern Utah.

Fluent in english and with com-

puter skills experience required. 

Accomodation provided. Contact: 

435-669-5000 or 435-669-5001. 

Email:travelodge135@gmail.com

multiple motels At phoenix AZ, 

hiring all staff, living in front 

desk, resident manager, house 

keeping, maintenance, free ac-

commodation & good salary email 

resume to, sam.shhospitality@

gmail.com. Call: 602-693-3333

MOTEL HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Female caregiver/ companion 

needed to live in with 83 year old 

female with mild memory deficits 

in Gilbert, Arizona. Will need as-

sistance with daily medications, 

light housekeeping, meal prepara-

tions. Able to speak either Hindi, 

English or Marathi. Please contact 

for details: 1-707-494-4153/

nmehta61@gmail.com

Human Resources & Payroll Generalist

Residential Property Manage-

ment Company seeks a HUMAN 

RESOURCES &PAYROLL GEN-

ERALIST for its Corporate Office 

in Downtown L.A. • Bachelor’s 

degree with at 2-to-3 years/ *HR 

experience in a Property Manage-

ment firm. • Excellent MS Office 

(Word, Excel, Outlook) knowl-

edge/skills. • Experience in using 

ADP and Property Management 

Software (pref. Yardi). • Fluent in 

English/Hindi/Gujarati. • Seeks 

long-term employment.

Email: hr@excelresidential.com

Energetic and healthy female 

needed for live in general house-

keeping and taking care of my 

elderly parents in Burbank, CA. 

Tamil is a plus. Compensation 

based on what responsibilities 

you can take up. Call: 818-653-

7875/ravikraj2006@yahoo.com

Need a middle aged single lady to 

live in and assist my wife for her 

daily functions in Anaheim Hills, 

Ca.Generous Compensation. 

Contact: 714-401-0206

Energetic & spry family oriented, 

experienced la or san Diego based 

Hindi speaking live in housekeeper 

wanted for a family of 5 with good 

cooking skills and cheerful person-

ality Driving and Telugu speaking 

plus. Contact: binaa@cox.net

Century21 Real Estate Teams 

Are Looking To Hire A Bright, 

Resourceful, And Motivated Real 

Estate Team Assistant.

This is an extraordinary oppor-

tunity for someone who loves 

working with people and real 

estate. The ideal candidate is 

highly organized, technologically 

savvy, and has an understanding 

of real estate. You’re an excellent 

communicator who can handle 

multiple duties and excel at sup-

porting a busy salesteam. This 

position will require coming into 

the client’s Fresno office, but 

candidates must have access to 

a computer and reliable internet 

should the need to work remotely 

arise. Email/Call at: 207-548-

3316, tim08561@gmail.com, 

Multi-Family Portfolio Manager

Seeking for Hindi, Gujarati 

Speaking - Regional Portfolio 

Manager for Oklahoma, Tucson, 

Phoenix and Los Angeles. RE-

QUIREMENTS: • College Degree 

•2 years experience required 

(property management or hotel 

management) RESPONSIBILI-

TIES: • Organize and supervise 

capital projects • Assist upper 

management in supervising and 

supporting all properties in each 

region • Monitor performance 

and progress in maintenance 

and administrative areas Sal-

ary - $3500-$5000 + Monthly 

Bonus *Immediate start possible 

*If Interested email your resume

anish.proresidential@gmail.com

Gujarati speaking caregiver need-

ed for my mom who is 91. Need 

help with meal preparation, walk-

ing assistance and personal care. 

Please call me to discuss details.

Contact: Lisa- 310-420-1270

Motel Managers Needed

Motel Manager needed in Tuscon, 

AZ. Please call 602-790-1447 for 

more details. Start date is soon as 

possible. Contact: 602-790-1447

Looking For A Night Auditor For 

A Great Interior Corridor Quality 

Inn And Suites In Jackson, MS.

Be the lucky person to have a 

great Night Auditor job in North 

Part of Jackson, MS. Candidate 

have to have some experience in 

hotel industry. Free accomoda-

tion, opportunity to learn and 

grow in hotel business and very 

attractive pay for eligible candi-

date. Contact: 619-500-4241

Resident Motel Manager: 

SF Bay Area

Experienced couple/individu-

als wanted to manage 30+ unit 

motel property in SF Bay Area. 

Must possess good communica-

tion skills, be customer focused, 

and have adequate computer 

knowledge. Good salary plus 

a furnished apartment will be 

provided. Please call/email re-

sume. Contact: (669) 250-7385; 

Email: vaish00@yahoo.com



FEBRUARY 2023 – P31INDIA WEST

Natraj serves the ultimate in South 
Asian cuisine for weddings and 
special events.  Featuring our 
experienced and talented culinary 
team, and offering impeccable and 
unrivaled service, distinguishes us 
as the premier Indian caterer.

Our professional catering staff 
will create menus to exceed 
your expectations and ensure a 
memorable celebration for you and 
your guests.  Outstanding quality 
and exceptional value complete 
a perfect occasion.

            Catering            Catering            Catering

Natraj

23 Musick, Irvine 949/632-2778
www.natrajusa.com   email: vijay@natrajusa.com
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BOOK YOUR EVENT TODAY  |  626.574.6400  |  GROUPSALES@SANTAANITA.COM  |  SANTAANITA.COM/EVENTS


