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PASADENA, CA - NISAR, short
for NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture
Radar, is a high-tech satellite be-
ing jointly constructed by NASA
and the Indian Space Research
Organization.

On February 3, American and
Indian space agency officials got
a glimpse of the groundbreaking
system’s payload in a Jet Propul-
sion Laboratory clean room, here.

Officials from NASA, ISRO,
JPL, and the Indian Embassy held
a send-off ceremony before the
instrument payload is transported

Celebrate High-Tech Mission
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NASA, ISRO and Indian Embassy officials at the event held to mark the send off of the instrument from the US to Bengaluru.

to the U R Rao Satellite Centre in
Bengaluru for further testing, and
finally its launch in 2024.

ISRO Chairman S. Somanath,
JPL Director Laurie Leshin, dig-
nitaries from NASA headquarters
and India, and members of the
mission team, were present.

Somanath, Indian Ambassador
and Deputy Chief of Mission Sripri-
ya Ranganathan, and NASA of-
ficials toured the High Bay 2 clean
room, where they saw engineers
and technicians putting the science
instrument payload through final
electrical testing.

Outside the facility, in front
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Kumar Jawa : Nw Store In Be

By BHARRTI KUMAR

BEVERLY HILLS, CA: A feeling of fulfill-
ment is what Kumar Jawa felt as he opened
a new store here on February 5. Known
throughout Southern California, India
Sweets and Spices is a name that Jawa has
not only trademarked but made known
as a chain for its friendly service offering
groceries, snacks, and meals.

“I did spread the word and was expect-
ing 400-500 people. To my surprise, 1500
people came during the store hours on the
first day. I was so happy, we managed to
feed 800 people,” Jawa said happily.

Amongst the distinguished dignitaries
who came for the formal inauguration
were Teresa Lamb Simpson, District
Representative for Congressman Adam
Schiff (D-30), James O. Omosa Rwoti,
Counsel General of the Republic of Ke-
nya, and Michelle Persoff, representing
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Assemblymember Isaac Bryan expressing his happiness over the opening of the store said, “I feel
so proud to have India Sweets and Spices open a new location in Assembly District 55. The Jawa
family is a stronghold of our community, and their stores are an asset. I look forward to seeing our
neighbors shopping down the aisles at the new South Fairfax location.”

verly Hills

Assemblymember Issac G Bryan.

Jawa said he strives to cater to all South
Asian tastes and that includes others too
who come looking for specific products.
“Most of my stores have groceries and
a complete food kitchen that appeals to
people from India, Bangladesh, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, Nepal, and mainstream Ameri-
cas. My stores have a cozy feel as they
are more than just a grocery shop. The
restaurants have freshly cooked food for
takeout or eating there,” he said, which
makes people linger and return. At the
new location too, Jawa said, he will soon
be opening a restaurant.

Jawa’s story is one of hard work and
insight. “The business thrives on goodwill
and trust. My family and I have worked
very hard. I came in 1980 from our home
village of Nakodar in Northern India. I
used to help my father in our grocery
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of a scale model of
the NISAR satellite,
NASA’s NISAR Project
Manager Phil Barela
and ISRO’s NISAR
Project Director CV
Shrikant ceremonially
broke fresh coconuts.
Leshin also presented
the ISRO delegation
with a jar of JPL lucky
peanuts. “This marks
an important milestone
in our shared journey
to better understand
planet Earth and our
changing climate,”
Leshin said. “NISAR
will provide critical in-
formation on Earth’s
crust, ice sheets, and
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ISRO officials visit NISAR at the Jet Propulsion Lab in Pasadena, CA.

ecosystems. By delivering mea-
surements at unprecedented pre-
cision, NISAR’s promise is new
understanding and positive impact
in communities. Our collabora-
tion with ISRO exemplifies what’s
possible when we tackle complex
challenges together.”

“Today we come one step closer
to fulfilling the immense scientific
potential NASA and ISRO envi-
sioned for NISAR when we joined
forces more than eight years ago,”
Somanath told the media present.
“This mission will be a powerful

demonstration of the capability of
radar as a science tool and help us
study Earth’s dynamic land and
ice surfaces in greater detail than
ever before.”

NISAR will gather radar data
with a drum-shaped reflector an-
tenna almost 40 feet (12 meters) in
diameter. It will use a signal-pro-
cessing technique called interfero-
metric synthetic aperture radar,
or InSAR, to observe changes in
Earth’sland and ice surfaces down
to fractions of an inch.

Since early 2021, engineers and

technicians at JPL have been inte-
grating and testing NISAR’s two ra-
dar systems — the L-band SAR pro-
vided by JPL and the S-band SAR
built by ISRO. Later this month,
they will move the SUV-size payload
into a special cargo container for
a 9,000-mile (14,000-kilometer)
flight to India’s U R Rao Satellite
Centre in the city of Bengaluru.
There it will be merged with the
spacecraft bus in preparation for a
2024 launch from Satish Dhawan
Space Centre in Andhra Pradesh.

(photos credit: NASA/JPL-Caltech)
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