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Biden Picks Ajay
Banga To Lead
World Bank

WASHINGTON, DC (IANS) - US President Joe §
Biden will nominate Ajay Banga, former CEO ¢ 4
of Mastercard, to serve as the President of the -
World Bank, the White House announced #
on February 23. Banga, who was born and
educated in India before becoming a US
citizen in 2007, will replace David
Malpass, a former%rump
Treasury official who 4

Ajay Banga.

Sonya Christian To Head

CA Community Colleges

India-West Staff Reporter

SACRAMENTO, CA - The California
Community Colleges Board of Governors
has announced the unanimous selection of
Kern Community College District Chancel-
lor Sonya Christian as the next permanent
chancellor to lead the largest and most
diverse system of public higher education
in the nation.

The announcement comes following an
extensive and nationwide search over the
past seven months. Christian is a historic
choice, becoming the first woman and the
first person of South Asian heritage to be
appointed as permanent chancellor.

“Dr. Christian is one of our nation’s most
dynamic college leaders, with a demon-
strated record of collaboration and results

Dr. Christian is the first woman Chancellor of
CA's community college system.

in the Central Valley,” said Governor Gavin
Newsom. “She understands what is needed
to deliver on record levels of higher educa-
tion investment to make real improvements

Contd. on P10

MIT Prof. Hari Balakrishnan
023 Marconi Prize

NEW YORK, NY (IANS) — Indian Ameri-
can Professor Hari Balakrishnan has been
awarded the 2023 Marconi prize for his
fundamental discoveries in wired and
wireless networking, mobile sensing, and
distributed systems.

Balakrishnan is the Fujitsu Professor in
MIT’s Department of Electrical Engineer-
ing and Computer Science and a principal
investigator in the MIT Computer Science
and Artificial Intelligence Laboratory.

“Hari’s unique contributions have shaped
the course of research and discovery in
multiple fields, saved lives, and enabled
users to have better experiences with
network-based services,” Vint Cerf, chair
of the Marconi Society and 1998 Marconi
Fellow, said. “His focus on scientific excel-
lence that creates positive impact at scale,
along with his humanitarian contributions,

Contd. on P10

Shama Hakim Mesiwala
Sworn In As CA Judge

SACRAMENTO, CA (IANS) - In a first, Indian
American Democrat Shama Hakim Mesiwala has been
unanimously cg:ﬁrmed as an associate justice ‘d:)f the
Third District Court of Appeal in California.

Judge Mesiwala, will now be the first South
American woman and the first Muslim Americ
woman on any appellate court in the country, 1

fill the vacancj

oath of office this month
by Chief Justice Patricia
Guerrero, chair of the
Commission on Judicial
Appointments. She was
confirmed by a unani-
Contd. on P1
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Democrat Mesiwala is the first Muslim American woman on any appellate court.

Traveling to India? - Off

We Help You Save

Business & First Class Tickets

Call us toll-free at °1-855-443-5937 or request a free quote online at eliteflyer.com

FOR ALL YOUR
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
MORTGAGE NEEDS

CD MORTGAGE CORP.

1820 E. Garry Ave, Suite 213, Santa Ana, CA 92705 - Cell: (714) 612-1242
CA Dept. of Real Estate, Broker Lic #00999152 « NMLS # 323411

Warren Venkatesh

- Approaching Retirement?
K F | C O Thinking about Long Term Care?
Ravin Kohli -

DOI Lic, # 0F15034
Ravin@kfico.com

Bhoopi Kohli, ChFC, AIF - DOI Lic, # 0630453
bhoopi@kfico.com 714-734-8899

Please contact us today to find out how we can help you with

Building, Protecting and Preserving Your Financial Future
We help individuals and businesses take control of their financial life, and our
comprehensive strategies are designed to help you achieve your financial independence.

Call 1-800-966-7744 Ask for Bhoopi Kohli or email bhoopi@KFICO.com
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With Kal Penn Emceeing, Indian American Couple
Gets Married In Taco Bell's Metaverse

By BHARTTI KUMAR W - L - T

PACIFICA, CA - Every Indian
American couple plans their wed-
ding with bits of tradition fitted
into contemporary themes and
venues. They want it to be a fairy
tale event.

Venture capitalist Sheel Mohnot
and attorney Amruta Godbole
of San Francisco, CA had their
own unique version on February
24. They had an unconventional
wedding and reception at ‘Decen-
traland’, a virtual reality browser
platform. pinklehenga while the groom wore ~ drew excitement, and

Selected from 300 couples who  atraditional sherwani, ridinginon the nacho fountain
had applied to the Taco Bell meta-  a virtual elephant. attracted the virtual
verse wedding contest, the duo Under a mandap and a virtual avatars who ran for
customized their space. Mega lov-  ‘agni’ the Bay area-based couple it like it was a spa.
ers of Mexican food and Taco Bell  pledged their love with the typical Tall Taco trees were
fare, the vegetarian duo made the inside jokes and promises. God- lit up with colorful
wedding day, their own. bole averred in her speech that it lanterns.

The ceremony took place at the  was worth going through the for- The metaverse gala
oceanfront location of the ‘Pacifica” malities of downloading and filling  reception had all the
restaurant, considered to be the formstohaveanovelspecialevent. Taco Bell fare such

most beautiful property of the fast There were one-minute speech-  as tacos, quesadillas
food chain and where the two had  es from the groom’s brother Rishi, and nachos set up on
met on one of their first dates. and the bride’s sister Sonia. Friend  tables as adornments.

Actor Kal Penn said he washon-  Tyler and aunt Seema shared their ~ The first dance by the
ored to emcee and officiate at the fond sentiments and raised the couple wasfollowed by more enter-  with most men in white jackets Stream chats were lit with guests
wedding. His avatar had a striking  virtual glasses to toast. tainment from the DJ. printed with Taco Bell food items askingifit was alegit and real wed-
red jacket and a hat with tacos all The cinnamon cake tower stood Avatars who participated in the and some in various sauce-like ding. Answer: yes. Many seemed
around. The bride was in a soft out. The Taco bell bouquet toss festivities, arrived in Indian outfits,  packets as their shirts. enthralled, calling it ‘super cool.’

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, RESIDENTIAL &
BUSINESS/INVESTMENT PROPERTIES & COMMERCIAL
1031 TAX DEFERRED EXCHANGE EXPERT INTERIOR DESIGNER

714-335-9048

Residential

« A large Residential lot w Views in La Habra heights
« 4 BD 3 BA in Anaheim Hills

- 5BD 5.5 BA in San Clemente

- 3 BD 2 BA townhome in Santa Monica

« 5 BD 4 BA View home in Yorba Linda - For Sale

« Huge Parcel of Land 530+ Acres Offering endless

Rashmi Sha

opportunities to develop - FOR SALE USA graduate Interior Designer
Commercial
« Fully approved lots in Carlsbad for Apartment Units SERVICES AVAILABLE
e 44 Units Apartment in Merced \“ . Total Remodeling with Designing &
» 4 Units Apartment in Bakersfield Jigar (JR) Shah, MBA Decorating

BUYERS looking for Medical, Electronics & Similar companies. License# 01116918 » Custom Furniture
« Mural painting and lighting

Please call JR for information of o Pl e @ e e 2l Ineeling
COVID 19 on Real Estate Pool, Spa,Gazebo and BBQ.

» Hotel/Motel/Restaurant Remodeling

Direct Line: 714-626-2023 . Cell: 714-335-9048 ite) C QEEE B

Email: jrshah@pacbell.net Email: rjinteriors@yahoo.com
Cell: (714) 335-8240

» 8 Plus acres of divisible view LOTS in La Habra Heights
« All Medical Retail Center in Gilbert, AZ (very Decent CAP rate)

WE would help you to examine your RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL real estate portfolio and
maximize your cashflow and appreciation including 1031 Tax deferred exchanges. Ph: (562) 691-2070
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Los Angeles San Francisco Glendale Galleria Atlanta
18508 Pioneer Blvd. Artesia, CA 90701 5944 Newpark Mall Rd. Newark, CA 94560 2213 Galleria Way Glendale, CA 91210 1070 Oak Tree Rd. Decatur, GA 30033
562-402-8755 510-797-8755 818-243-8755 404-325-8755

Shop online at www.BHINDLcom
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In Peril

In December last, during an in-person

TechnologyBeing Exploited ToUndermine Democracy

By ASAD MIRZA

A recent disconcerting report based on
an investigation carried out by 30 global
media outlets, including the Guardian and
DeSpiegel, claims to have exposed a team
of freelance units based in Israel, which
disrupt elections and manipulate public
opinion using disinformation campaigns.

Undercover reporters recorded a group
of covert cyber influence specialists as they
pitched their services for seeking fresh busi-
ness, which involve using disinformation
campaigns, false intelligence, hacks, and
blackmail to promote their client’s inter-
ests. The group, which calls itself “Team
Jorge’, claims to have worked on dozens of
presidential elections around the world and
charges multimillion-dollar fees.

Undercover journalists who carried out
the investigation included Gur Meggido (The
Marker), Frederic Metezeau (Radio France),
and Omer Benjakob (Haaretz).

The journalists were part of a collaborative
investigation called ‘Story Killers’, which was
coordinated by ‘Forbidden Stories’ -- an in-
ternational consortium of investigative jour-
nalists that pursue the work of journalists
who have been killed or work under threat.

As reported, the covert units or contrac-
tors, used the pseudonym ‘Team Jorge’
headed by Tal Hanan, who previously
worked as an Israeli special force’s opera-
tive, and was apparently caught in an un-
dercover sting operation by the journalists
posing as potential clients.

However, Tal Hanan denies any wrongdo-
ing. But he allegedly told the reporters that
his unit’s services were available to intel-
ligence agencies, political campaigns, and
private companies and that many European,
African, American as well as Central and
South American clients had already used
them around the globe.

Their modus operandi is said to involve
creating thousands of fake social media
profiles on Twitter, LinkedIn, Facebook,
Telegram, Gmail, Instagram, and YouTube.
These fake accounts, which allegedly used
profile pictures from real social media ac-
counts, were also linked to credit cards and
could be used to create thousands of bots
that sent mass messages.

In one secretly filmed meeting quoted by
the Guardian, Hanan is seen boasting that
at present his team is now involved in one
election in Africa, besides two other teams
in Greece and the UAE. Boasting further,
he said that his team has so far delivered

33 presidential-level
campaigns globally,
27 of which were suc-
cessful.

Hanan also report-
edly boasted to the
undercover reporters
that he could hack the
email and messenger
services of election
campaigners and send
messages to their con-
tacts designed to dam-
age their campaign.

The investigators
found that Team
Jorge’s tech toolbox
included “a platform
of influence” called
Advanced Impact Media Solutions or AIMS,
which Hanan claims to have sold to the intel-
ligence services of more than 10 countries.
The AIMS software is designed to create
convincing avatars for social media cam-
paigns. Avatars, or bots, use stolen photos
of real people, operate on any social media
platform, and can be connected to functioning
Amazon and Bitcoin accounts. They also ap-
pear to have a longstanding presence online,
including Gmail accounts and trite comments
on celebrity YouTube videos, to give investi-
gators the impression they are real people.

In this regard Hanan told reporters that
they relied successfully on imitating human
behavior.

Though nowadays most online accounts
require phone number and email address
verification to keep out bots like those

Their modus operandi is
said to involve creating thou-
sands of fake social media
profiles on Twitter, LinkedIn,
Facebook, Telegram, Gmail,
Instagram, and YouTube.
These fake accounts, which
allegedly used profile pictures
from real social media ac-
counts, were also linked to
credit cards and could be used
to create thousands of bots
that sent mass messages.

I

deployed by AIMS.
But to overcome that
there are websites
available, which have
been set up specifi-
cally to allow one-off
SMS-verification ser-
vices, for 50 cents or
less. Many accounts
such as Gmail and
WhatsApp --- can be
registered with “veri-
fied” phone numbers.
Apparently, Team
Jorge used a service
called SMSpva.com
for phone number
verifications.

Keeping abreast
of social media platforms checks, AIMS
relied on residential proxies to reroute in-
ternet traffic from bots through peoples’
homes, so it appeared authentic, to avoid
detection and shutdowns by social media
platforms like Twitter and Facebook.
This made it difficult for social media
platforms to identify a coordinated dis-
information campaign.

Verification and analysis of the recorded
conversations by reporting partners Le
Monde and the Guardian identified clusters
of avatars, including those seen in Hanan’s
pitch presentations, that appeared to have
been used for coordinated Twitter cam-
paigns. Reporters found over 1,700 Twitter
accounts connected to 21 AIMS-related
campaigns, whose networks had produced
tens of thousands of tweets.

meeting with undercover reporters,
Team Jorge showed off a new capability
of AIMS: Artificial intelligence tools to
generate fake news using specified key
words, tone, and topic.

The identities of Team Jorge members
were shrouded in secrecy, but reporters
managed to piece together some back-
ground information on some members
of the clandestine group. Some of it lines
up with claims Team Jorge made about
team members in calls with journalists.

One team member described his other
colleagues as former senior informa-
tion officers, former senior financial
information and warfare experts, and
psychological warfare specialists, all
with intelligence services background.

Hanan indicated that he had or-
chestrated lobbying operations in the US
despite not registering as a “foreign agent”,
as required by law. He said he worked via
consultants and companies that are already
registered and told reporters he had recently
set up a public relations firm called Axiomat-
ics to promote Team Jorge with “existing
lobby groups”.

During calls with undercover reporters,
Team Jorge went into specifics about the
technology they say the group uses to swing
elections. They added that they have six of-
fices and employ at least 100 people, empha-
sizing that they draw on the backgrounds of
colleagues with experience in the intelligence
services. This pushes Team Jorge’s activi-
ties far beyond the realm of public relations
strategies that are commonly deployed in
elections. As far as the financial pickings are
concerned, Team Jorge told the reporters
they would accept payments in a variety of
currencies, including crypto currencies such
as Bitcoin, or cash. He said he would charge
between 6 million euros and 15 million euros
for interference in elections.

The information gleaned by the investi-
gative reporters points to one rather dis-
concerting fact, that there are people out
there and they would be there in future too,
who would always be ready to interfere in
other country’s internal affairs and ready
to subterfuge the democratic institutions.
But the bigger question is shall we just
ignore them calling it scaling another fron-
tier in the technology advancement or shall
we start a campaign to ban such illegal
and undesirable activities which may one
day be able to destabilize the whole global
democratic system?
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TURNKEY CONSTRUCTION SOLUTIONS

Buildrite is a one stop solution for all your Design and Construction requirements. We cater
to a variety of residential and commercial projects offering end to end turnkey solutions.

DESIGN BUILD PROCESS

ey i

Design Build is a construction process that provides owners
with a single point of contact for both the design and
construction phases of a project. Buildrite is a full-service
design and build company offering following services.

+ Conceptual design * Material procurement
+ Estimation + Construction

* Architectural and structural design -« Inspections

* Approvals, Licenses and Permits -« Final delivery

« Utility agencies approvals

We take off all the burden from your shoulders - just let us
know your requirement and we will turn your vision into
reality ensuring that your project is finished on time and
within budget.

With sky-rocketing property prices and rapidly increasing
demand for residential space it makes more sense to maxi-
mize the covered area in your lot. Be it room additions on the
ground floor or constructing a new second floor on your exist-
ing house our team can help realize your vision.

* Maximize lot utilization

* Improve your existing layouts
* Expand your first floor

+ Add a second floor

Additions can be complicated as we must ensure that both
new construction and the old structures comply with code.
We work closely with city planning and building to ensure
that new additions comply with the local requirements.

An ADU is a secondary housing unit on a single-family residen-
tial lot. It can be attached to the primary house like a convert-
ed garage, or unattached like a free-standing cottage. You
can create an ADU/JADU from a new or existing structure.

* Independent residential unit up to 1200 sf

« Attached, Detached, Converted space

* Rental, Secondary unit, Granny unit, Office

* Various layouts — Studio, 1-, 2- and 3-bedroom units
« Maximize lot utilization

+ JADUs up to 500 sf

* Raise your property’s value

New California laws make it easier than ever to build an acces-
sory dwelling unit (ADU) on your property. Now CALFHA is
offering a grant for up to $40,000 for building ADUs.

CUSTOM HOMES

Creating a custom home is a large undertaking and you want
to make the process as simple and enjoyable as possible.
Buildrite offers ground up construction either from an unde-
veloped parcel of land or by demolishing an existing struc-
ture and building a new one in its place. We can help you with
the whole process from concept to completion.

+ Conceptual design

+ Various architectural design styles
« Latest Features and Technologies
* Plans and approvals

+ Construction

+ Code compliance & Inspections

* Final delivery and handover

* Warranty

Plus - Multifamily units, Apartments and various other Commercial Projects.
Give us a call today to discuss your project.

BUILDRITE CONSTRUCTION

17510 Pioneer Blvd. Ste. 204 Artesia, CA (90701)
(562) 443-4040 | info@buildrite.us | www.buildrite.us

CA Lic-1080043
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Fundraiser For Turkey, Syria Quake
Survivors Raises $165,522

i)V AYIEARK

India-West Staff Reporter

NORWALK, CA - A fundraiser for survi-
vors of the Turkey and Syria earthquake was
held on February 19, at the Sanatan Dharma
Temple, here. Hosted by the Anekant Com-
munity Center, the event surpassed its initial
goal, raising $165,522.

It was possible with the support of large
donors Tarsadia Foundation ($ 51,000), MSI
Charitable Trust ($ 25,000), Anonymous from
Atlanta ($ 17,000), and from Wadher Family

Foundation, Aparigrah Foundation, Ashok &
Madhu Patel of Dallas, Dr. Bharat Patel, Drs.
Shubha and Sanjiv Jain, Chimanbhai Patel ($
5,000) each as well as several others who were
moved by the plight of the victims.

ACC has already contributed $5000 to
Sight & Sketches a local nonprofit to assist
with the transportation of survivors from
rubble to safety and food; it has also do-
nated 130 sleeping bags. ACC announced it
was also working with the Diwaliben Trust
in India to put together a consignment of

medicines and MSI was helping in its trans-
portation from Mumbai to Turkey. It is also
coordination with the Bidada Sarvodaya
Trust to help survivors with prostheses.
The event highlighted the devastation
in the quake region. Shrenik Shah made
a presentation with photos, CNN images,
and NBC news videos. The presentation by
Sneha Anand of Chicago included a video
showing the impact of MSI Charitable Trust
in the community. Hassan Twiet, a teacher
of Syrian heritage, discussed the concept

of humanity and expressed sincere thanks
to the community for coming together at a
time of dire need. Turkish Consul General
Sinan Kuzum sent a message of gratitude
and appreciation.

The event began with the Jain Navkar Man-
tra, and the Hindu Gayatri Mantra, a minute
of silence for those who had lost their lives in
the natural disaster and there were remarks
by ACCboard member Dr. Nitin Shah, Bhikhu
Patel, Manu Shah and Mahesh Wadher. Food
and a musical program was also featured.

Tutoring - Test Prep - Consulting

Gurukul is a leading Tutoring and Test-Prep institute based in Artesia, California. We offer a wide range of
tutoring programs for your crucial Elementary, Middle and High School years. Be it a matter of GPA improve-
ment or taking a critical test like SAT, we cater to all your requirements. Our professional experienced staff
will leave no stone unturned in pursuit of your goals.

EDUCATION

v

E
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* CAREER

A

VALUES T

Consulting .

WEH
PSAT SAT ACT SATIl AP

We offer a wide range of
comprehensive test prepara-
fion courses. Along with a
revision of the subject's funda-
mentals we will help you
understand the tests inside

Counseling & College App

Math, English, Sciences
We offer one of the most

Selecting a career can be a
daunting task given the
number of options available
today. The counselors at
Gurukul can help you narrow
down and select the best

comprehensive tutoring
programs available today.
Guaranteed improvement in
3-6 months for committed

students. out. options which relate to your
. ; ; . interests, skills and goals and

* Homework help grﬁgl\cl:islggnoshc test & in-depth are also aligned with your

* Quiz/Test preparation * Guidance for weak area academic capabllifies

* Weekly grades monitoring and improvement » Career guidance and selection

corrective actions

* Additional practice drills & Online
practice tools

¢ Parallel commmon core course -

* Complete course coverage

e Comprehensive drills for all
sections

* High school roadmap
* College selection
* College application and essay

Math & English * Test-taking sirategies help
° nats * Online practice tools « Scholarship &, Financial
* Full-length practice tests aid/FAFSA guidance

Now offering one-on-one online tutoring via zoom

Afterschool program available with pick up from select ABC district schools.
Free trial class and consulting. Call and reserve your spot today !

Q (209) 487-8585
17510 Pioneer Blvd. Ste 203

Gurukul Academy

Building a strong foundation

= info@trygurukul.com @ Artesia, CA (90701)
& www.irygurukul.com
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Terraces at Laguna Beach
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NEW CONSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CONDOS
1369 NORTH COAST HIGHWAY

LAGUNA BEACH, CA 92651
About Property Pricing

30 Underground Parking Spaces Wholesale Price for entire
project is $25M

(2) Residential Condos approximately Pricing for Residential Condos
3000sqft with Ocean Views! $6.5M+

(3) Commercial Condos from 1800 - Pricing for Commercial Condos
2500sqft varies from $4M+ to $5M+

based on sqft.

NEEL DESAI REAN DESAI
neel@desaicompany.com alan@desaicompany.com

C: 949-302-9729

www.1369nchlaguna.com
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Karthik Subramaniam Wins National
Geographic ‘Pictures of The Year’ Award

SAN FRANCISCO,
CA (IANS) - Indian
American Karthik Sub-
ramaniam, a software
engineer based here, has
won the 2023 National
Geographic ‘Pictures of
the Year’ award, beating
over 5,000 entries.

Subramaniam’s photo,
which is titled ‘Dance of
the Eagles’, shows a trio

The award winning picture.

The area hosts the
largest congregations of
bald eagles in the world
every fall, when around
3,000 arrive in time for
the salmon run.

The photo was se-
lected from nearly
5,000 entries across
four categories: Na-
ture, People, Places
and Animals. Subra-

of bald eagles battling for a spot on
a branch in Alaska’s Chilkat Bald
Eagle Preserve, a press release by
the magazine said.

He titled the image as a hom-
age to a fictional dragon war in
George R.R. Martin’s novel, ‘A
Dance with Dragons’. “Wherever
there’s salmon there’s going to be

chaos,” Subramaniam told the
magazine that this was his motto
as he camped out near the shore
of the Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve,
waiting for action. The engineer-
turned-hobbyist photographer said
he stayed, watching as bald eagles
swooped in and out of the fishing
grounds in Haines, Alaska.

K« newamerican

NMLS # 6606

FUNDING

New Year,
New Home?

First Time Buyers receive up to
in financial assistance with New
American Funding's Pathway Program.

» Primary residence purchase only - 1 unit

)» First Time Buyers only

Y» Available in designated areas

» Minimum credit score of 620

5 Year Rate Protection Pledge

Buy now and we'll refinance you into a lower rate
and remove repeat fees if rates drop in the next

five years.

This program is for limited time period.

maniam has been photograph-
ing landscapes and his travels
for years.

He started experimenting with
wildlife photography in 2020,
grounded by the pandemic in his
San Francisco home. The photo
will be featured in the May issue
of National Geographic magazine.

4

Indian American Couple’s
Gift Helps GA College Set

= =
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Donors Dr. Shailendra and Rajkumari Palvia.

3

India-West News Desk

MILLEDGEVILLE, GA — The
Georgia College & State University
here, has announced the establish-
ment of the “S & R Palvia Endowed
Veetraag Vigyaan Professorship in
Jain Studies.” Thanks to a gener-
ous gift of $250,000 from Dr.
Shailendra and Rajkumari Palvia,
the endowed professorship will
allow the Georgia College Depart-
ment of Philosophy, Religion, and
Liberal Studies (PALS), “to facili-
tate the infusion of Jain perspec-
tives in courses like philosophy,
religion, literature, history, and
art,” the university said.

Dr. Eric Tenbus, Dean of the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences said, “The
gift to endow a professorship in Jain
Studies is a wonderful opportunity
for Georgia College students to fur-
ther explore the diverse religious
cultures of the wider world and to
learn about the similarities and dif-
ferences between various religious
traditions, all with the understand-
ing that the world is becoming a
smaller place and that we in higher
education have an obligation to
encourage our students to seek
out knowledge and understanding
from across the vastness of human
civilization. That is at the core of a
liberal arts education.”

Jainism is an ancient religion,
originating in India. Its three core

pillars are “Ahimsa,” meaning non-
violence towards all living beings;
“Anekantwad,” invoking respect for
all perspectives on any issue; and
“Aparigraha,” seeking satisfaction
with limited possessions.

Dr. Sunita Manian, Chair of
PALS said, “PALS already embod-
ies the core tenets of Jainism in
its courses: Anekantwad is the
basis of our liberal arts commit-
ment to embrace the study of
various perspectives: domestic and
global, contemporary and historic.
Courses in Animal Ethics and So-
cial Justice embody the philosophy
of Ahimsa, as it applies to human
and non-human animals. And
Aparigraha is the foundation of
courses in Environmental Ethics,
Food Ethics, and Climate Change,”

The initial gift from the Palvia
family is complemented by the
commitment of an annual gift of
$10,000 from the Jain Community
of America. The Endowed Profes-
sor will administer these funds to
provide faculty development and
student learning opportunities to
faculty in PALS, the larger GCSU
community and across the Univer-
sity System of Georgia. Opportuni-
ties will include on campus events,
as well as faculty and student travel
to India. In the next 3 years, the Jain
Community of America will raise an
additional gift to permanently fund
the program, the university said.

Call to learn more

about this program Scan to visit

my website

SANJAY SHARMA

Loan Consultant | NMLS # 2147454

818-913-8459

Sanjay.Sharma@nafinc.com

Discounts up to $6000 maximum. Due to maximum seller
concession rules applicable to purchase loan transactions, this
discount could be less than $6000 in some cases where other
concessions have been made to the consumer. Please consult your
loan officer with questions about these maximum seller concession
~ rules. Subject to borrower and property qualifications. Not all
applicants will qualify. NMLS ID #6606. Licensed by the Department
of Financial Protection and Innovation under the California
Residential Mortgage Lending Act. Corporate office 14511 Myford
Rd., Suite 100, Tustin, CA 92780. Phone: (800) 450-2010. 12/2022

Nadim Junejo, HAB Bank
Manager In LA, Passes Away

India-West Staff Reporter

LOS ANGELES, CA - Nadim Junejo,
the branch manager of HAB Bank in
downtown Los Angeles, passed away
on January 27. Known to all for his
kind and quiet demeanor, he had an
unwavering belief in the good of human-
ity and wanted nothing more than to
support his community, the family said.
Pakistani American Nadim immigrated
to America in the 80s, creating a home
for himself and his family — at first in
New York, and then in New Jersey. The
family later moved to California where
they have resided since 2005. He worked at HAB bank for 25 years.
Nadim is survived by his wife Samira, his daughter Serena, as well as
his mother, siblings, nieces, and nephews all of whom miss him dearly.
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Ajay Banga To Lead World Bank

Contd. from P1
announced last week that he would
be leaving his post early.

Malpass caused a furor last Sep-
tember when he appeared to ques-
tion the causes of climate change,
leading to calls for his resignation
from prominent climate activists,
including former Vice President
Al Gore. Malpass later apologized
and clarified his remarks.

The Biden administration was
prepared to seize upon his depar-
ture to encourage the World Bank
to be more aggressive in using its
lending facilities to fund projects to
fight climate change. “Ajay Banga is
uniquely equipped to lead the World
Bank at this critical moment in his-
tory,” Biden said in a statement.

“He has spent more than three
decades building and managing
successful, global companies that
create jobs and bring investment to
developing economies, and guiding
organizations through periods of
fundamental change,” he added.

“As arenowned executive, Banga
has led a global organization with
nearly 20,000 employees, advocat-
ed for diversity and inclusion, and

delivered results,” US Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen said in a
statement. “His efforts have helped
bring 500 million unbanked people
into the digital economy, deploy
private capital into climate solu-
tions, and expand economic op-
portunity through the Partnership
for Central America,” she added.
“This guy is the right person, at
the right place, at the right time,”
said David Beasley, head of the
World Food Program and a former
Republican Governor of South
Carolina, adding, “He’s a get-it-
done kind of leader.” By tradition,
the US gets to nominate the head
of the World Bank and European
members reserve the right to pick
the head of the International
Monetary Fund. But leaders from
the developing world have been
questioning this arrangement and
calling for a non-American to be
selected as head of the World Bank.
Other countries can still nominate
their own candidates for the World
Bank’s board to consider. The US
is the bank’s largest shareholder.
In Banga, who’s 63, born in Pune
and the son of an Indian Army

officer, the Biden administration
appears to be nodding to those
concerns. “Raised in India, Ajay
has a unique perspective on the
opportunities and challenges fac-
ing developing countries, and how
the World Bank can deliver on its
ambitious agenda to reduce poverty
and expand prosperity,” Biden said.

The Biden administration had
installed another Indian American,
Gita Gopinath, as the number-two
at the IMF in 2021. That position
also historically goes to a US citizen.

During his international ca-
reer, Banga has done everything
from introducing Pizza Hut and
Kentucky Fried Chicken in India
to managing Citigroup’s overseas
credit card operations. He took the
top job at Mastercard in 2010 and
left at the end of 2021. He is cur-
rently the vice-chairman at Gen-
eral Atlantic, a private equity firm.

The White House wants the
World Bank to leverage public
funds to attract more private in-
vestment for climate projects. It
also wants to give the developing
world more access to basic banking
and lending services.

Shama Hakim Mesiwala New CA Judge

Contd. from P1

mous vote of the three-member
commission, which included Chief
Justice Guerrero, Attorney Gener-
al Rob Bonta, and Acting Presiding
Justice Ronald B. Robie. She has
served as a Sacramento County Su-
perior Court judge since 2017 and

was a commissioner there in 2017.

Mesiwala is the co-founder of
the South Asian Bar Association of
Sacramento and the president of
the Schwartz/Levi Inn of Court. She
served as the Americans with Dis-
abilities judge for the Sacramento
County Superior Court Hall of

R.B.SCOTT

REAL ESTATE

REALTOR SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

CALL / TEXT

M|I|nda Udanl

milinda.udani@gmail.com
www.milindarealty.com

562-355-6641

Languages known Hindi, Gujarati

Justice and created the first Indian
Child Welfare Act courtroom in
Northern California. Armed with a
Juris Doctor degree from the Uni-
versity of California, Davis School
of Law, Mesiwala also teaches
appellate advocacy as an adjunct
professor in the same university.

Dr. Sonya Christian

Contd. from P1

to the lived reality of our students. I
look forward to continuing to part-
ner with Dr. Christian to ensure our
community colleges are engines of
equity and opportunity.”

“On behalf of the 1.8 million stu-
dents at the California Community
Colleges, our faculty, staff, and the
Board of Governors, we are thrilled
to welcome Dr. Sonya Christian as
the newest chancellor,” said Board
of Governors President Amy M.
Costa in a statement. “The Califor-
nia Community Colleges proudly
serves as the first for millions of
Californians--first-generation stu-
dents, first post-secondary institu-
tion attended, and we are pleased
to continue that tradition with our
first woman to lead the system as
permanent chancellor.”

In July 2021, Christian was
named the sixth chancellor of the
Kern Community College District,
where she implemented a call to
action with a focus on advanc-
ing student success and closing
achievement and equity gaps.

“I am honored to be selected to
lead the most important system of
higher education in the country and
grateful to the Board of Governors
for their confidence,” Christian
said. “We continue to face many
challenges, but I truly believe our
greatest challenges enable us to do
our greatest work. We are called to
design the most vibrant, resilient,
and effective learning environment
ever. We are called do this work at
scale, not eventually, but now. And
we will work with a shared vision
that keeps students first.”

Christian spearheaded a state-

' wide coalition in 2015 that led to

securing philanthropic funding for

the 20-college Guided Pathways
demonstration project in Califor-
nia, leading to a $150M state in-
vestment in Guided Pathways and
broad adoption of the framework
throughout the college system.

While at Kern Community Col-
lege District, Christian led the
charge to strengthen organiza-
tional effectiveness to better serve
students, faculty, and staff.

Under her leadership, the Kern
district established the California
Renewable Energy Laboratory, an
innovative coalition of public and
private partners seeking to create
a secure and stable energy future.

Christian started her career in
higher education as a mathematics
faculty and later as division chair,
then dean of science, engineering,
allied health and mathematics at
Bakersfield College. She served as an
administrator at Lane Community
College in Oregon for several years
before returning home to Kern Com-
munity College Districtin 2013 after
being selected as the 10th president
of Bakersfield College. Christian
earned her Bachelor of Science de-
gree from the University of Kerala
in Kerala; her master of science in
applied mathematics from the Uni-
versity of Southern California; and
her doctorate from the University
of California, Los Angeles.

She will begin her duties on June
1, 2023, and replaces Chancellor
Eloy Ortiz Oakley, who stepped
down in August after leading the
community college system for
nearly six years..

The California Community Col-
leges is the largest system of higher
education in the nation, composed
of 73 districts and 116 colleges serv-
ing 1.8 million students per year.

MIT Prof. Wins 2023
Marconi Prize

Contd. from P1
makes him a perfect choice for the
Marconi Prize,” Cerf said.

The Marconi Prize, widely con-
sidered to be the top honor within
the field of communications tech-
nology, is given annually to “inno-
vators who have made significant
contributions to increasing digital

= inclusivity through the advance-

DRE#O2002179

f milinda.udani

milinda.udani.realtor

ment of information and commu-
nications technology”.

Balakrishnan’s research has fo-
cused on improving the reliability,
performance, and efficiency of com-
puter systems, with special empha-
sis on networking, mobile comput-
ing, and distributed systems.

At present, his research fo-
cuses on networking, sensing, and
perception for sensor-equipped
mobile devices connected to edge
and cloud services, and on design-
ing architectures for more resilient
networked systems.

His research in networking has
led to better communication pro-

tocols for mobile devices commu-
nicating over the internet, such
as the techniques he developed
to understand and improve the
performance of data transport
over wireless networks.Between
1999 and 2004, Balakrishnan
led the development of Cricket,
an indoor location system using
a novel approach to distance
estimation using ultrasonic and
radio signals.

Balakrishnan received his PhD
in 1998 from the University of
California at Berkeley’s Electrical
Engineering and Computer Science
Department, which named him a
distinguished alumnus in 2021.

He also earned a B.Tech in
1993 from the Indian Institute
of Technology at Madras, which
named him a distinguished alum-
nus in 2013.

He was elected to the National
Academy of Engineering in 2015
and to the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences in 2017.
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EaglesHire Sean Desal As Their Defensive Coordinator

India-West Staff Reporter

PHILADELPHIA, PA - Sean
Desai has been named the next
defensive coordinator for the
Philadelphia Eagles, the team an-
nounced. He will replace Jonathan
Gannon, who was hired as the head
coach of the Arizona Cardinals two
days after the Eagles’ lost 38-35 in
the recent Super Bowl.

“His overall knowledge of foot-
ball and football IQ is extremely
high,” Head Coach Nick Sirianni
said of Desai. “Great detail. He’s a
really sharp coach. I'm excited that
he’s on our staff.”

Desai served as the Seattle Se-
ahawks’ associate head coach-de-
fensein 2022. The Seahawks reached

Sean Desai.

the playoffs as a Wild Card despite
finishing second in the league in both

snaps and games started by rookies.
Sirianni added that while the addi-

tion of Desai presents a mystery for
opposing offenses to prepare for this
upcoming season, he liked some of
the similarities to what the team has
done that have been successful. 2023
will be Desai’s 11th season as a coach
in the NFL. He started his coaching
career at Temple (2007-10), where
he was a graduate assistant for the
defense and special teams while
earning his doctorate in educational
administration.

He entered the NFL ranks in
2013 as the quality control coach-
defense for the Bears, working with
the defensive backs/linebackers/
special teams. Desai was named
Bears’ safeties coach in 2019 and
was promoted to defensive co-
ordinator in 2021. As the son of

immigrants, Desai was the first In-
dian American coordinator in NFL
history. Desai was the assistant di-
rector of football operations at the
University of Miami in 2011 after
spending five seasons at Temple
University where he also served as
an adjunct professor, teaching in
the master’s and doctoral programs
in education administration.

He earned the nickname “Doc,”
because of his doctorate in edu-
cational administration, with an
emphasis on higher education.

Desai has his undergraduate de-
gree in philosophy and political sci-
ence, with a minor in biology, from
Boston University and a master’s
degree in higher and postsecondary
education from Columbia University.

American Airlines Bans Arya Vohra
For Urinating On Passenger

FORT WORTH, TX (IANS) -
American Airlines has banned the
Indian passenger, who had uri-
nated on a fellow passenger while
drunk on a New York-New Delhi
flight. The accused, identified as
21-year-old Arya Vohra, a student
at a US university, has been banned
by the airline. The airline said in a
statement that it will not allow him
on board in the future.

The statement further said
that the American Airlines flight
AA292 from John F Kennedy
International Airport to Indira
Gandhi International Airport
was met by local law enforcement
upon arrival due to a disruptive
customer. The flight landed at
9.50 p.m. on March 4.

“Upon aircraft arrival, the purs-
er informed that the passenger

was heavily intoxicated, and was
not adhering to crew instructions
on board. He was repeatedly
arguing with the operating crew,
was not willing to be seated and
continuously endangered the
safety of the crew and aircraft.
“After disturbing the safety of fel-
low passengers, finally urinated on
a passenger seated on seat 15G,”
the airline said.

KUMAR TAX & FINANCIAL SERVICES

* Tax Return for Individual / Partnership / DBA / Corporation

* DBA
e LLC'S

* Partnerships

FREE WORKSHOP

Do you know the difference between...

e S Corporation
e C Corporation

/

* Payroll * Income Tax

* Bookkeeping

SATISH TOMAR

KUMAR TAX & FINANCIAL SERVICES
18118 Parthenia St. Northridge, CA 91325

818-349-9300
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 INVESTORS - No Income Doc Loans Available
& Builder purchase - Lock rate up to 180 days

in advance

Get Lender approval before making an offer

and be ahead of competition

No income documents for purchases available

Short of funds for down payment?
100% gift for down payment is allowed

Get qualified at no cost to know how
much you can afford

We are direct lender with 35 plus years’
experience and over 9,000 clients served

Please call us for all your questions
regarding Real Estate Financing!

562-916-7878

17100 Norwalk Blvd., #112, Cerritos, CA 90703
aj@platinumwestfunding.com
NMLS # 356134, 357611 « MORTGAGE BRQKER

PLATINUM WEST FUNDING

Building Lasting Relationships For Over 30 Years

AJ (AJIT) DUDHEKER, mMBA
PLATINUM WEST FUNDING,
DIRECT LENDER

35 YEARS IN BUSINESS

SERVED OVER
9,000 CLIENTS

ARRANGED HOME LOANS FOR
MANY NEPALESE FRIENDS

VERY CREATIVE IN SOLVING LOAN

QUALIFYING PROBLEMS

FREE LOAN PRE-APPROVAL AND
CREDIT SCORE IMPROVEMENT

NO INCOME VERIFICATION LOANS
AVAILABLE

PRIVATE LOANS AVAILABLE

CALL FOR ALL YOUR FINANCING NEEDS!

 Call for the best rate and terms TODAY!

Tel: (362) 916-7818 - Cell: 19621 972-5083

Loans made or arranged pursuant to California Finance Lender Law.

Councilman Nitesh Patel honoring the organiz-
ers with certificates of recognition.

India-West Staff Reporter

LONG BEACH, CA — The Shivaji Maharaj
Antarrashtriya Parivar (SMAP) on February
25 celebrated the Maratha leader’s anniver-
sary at the Jordan High School auditorium
here. The event was attended by a nearly full
house despite the inclement weather.

The event started with traditional lamp
lighting followed by the Marathi drum beats
called Dhol Tasha. It was a very well-coordi-
nated drum beat by a group of over 50 people
ranging from children to adults and loved by
the audience. While Dhol Tasha beats were
going on, a statue of Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj was taken on a Palkhi in the hall.

SMAP President Ashok Madan, founder
Vijay Patil, and committee members spoke
about the importance of Shivaji Jayanti.
Cerritos High School student and SMAP
Youth President, Anika Patil updated the
audience about the two clubs that were es-
tablished in Mountain House High School,
CA, and Seymore Highschool, CT. La Palma
city councilmember Nitesh Patel delivered
the keynote speech and urged everyone to
maintain Indian traditions.

In memory of his late son Ankur, Ajoy
Dube, a community leader presented cash
awards to five students who took part in
essay writing about Chhatrapati Shivaji. He
announced that he will offer these awards
every year from now on.

The highlight of the event was a play on
stage on the life of Maharana Pratap. Beau-
tifully choreographed and presented by Los
Angeles Films Theater and Arts, it kept the
whole auditorium in rapt attention. The
amateur actors had taken time off from their
schedules to practice and make the wonder-
ful presentation. The audience also enjoyed
the Kathak and Garba dances choreographed
by Aarti Manek and Surekha Modi.

The celebration included the republication
of 10 historic books written by Itihasacha-
rya V.S. Bendrey. His granddaughter is in
the process of republishing all 60+ books
authored by him.
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Punit Renjen, Rajesh
Subramaniam Named To

Rajesh Subramaniam.

Biden's Export Council

Punit Renjen.

India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC - Two Indian Ameri-
cans Punit Renjen, Rajesh Subramaniam
will be members of US President Joe Biden’s
Export Council, the White House said. The
President’s Export Council serves as the
principal national advisory committee on
international trade.

Renjen serves as Deloitte Global CEO
Emeritus. Renjen during his tenure as CEO
developed and executed a global strategy
that resulted in Deloitte becoming the lead-
ing professional services organization in the
world and being recognized as the strongest

and most valuable commercial services
brand. Subramaniam is President and CEO
and a member of the Board of Directors of
FedEx Corporation, one of the world’s largest
transportation companies. He has previously
held various leadership roles in operations
and marketing across the FedEx portfolio of
operating companies.

Subramaniam serves on the board of di-
rectors of FedEx Corporation, the Procter &
Gamble Company, the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce’s China Center Advisory Board, FIRST,
U.S.-India Strategic Partnership Forum, and
the U.S.-China Business Council, and is a
member of the U.S.-India CEO Forum.
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YouTube CEO Neal Mohan
Wants To Help Creators
Make More Money

NEW DELHI, !
(TANS) - Google-
owned YouTube’s
new boss Neal
Mohan on March
1 wrote his first
letter to creators,
supporting their
success and help-
ing them make
more money, along
with building for
the YouTube of the
future.

Mohan, who re-
placed YouTube’s
long-time CEO Su-
san Wojcicki last
month, said they
are providing more

Neal Mohan.

Youl[T) TV

opportunities for
creators outside of ads by expanding “our
subscriptions business, investing in shop-
ping, and continually improving our paid
digital goods offerings”.

“More than six million viewers paid for
channel memberships on YouTube in De-
cember 2022 -- an increase of over 20 per
cent from the prior year,” Mohan said.

This year, Mohan said he will meet even
more creators in person and hearing “how
we can support them on YouTube”.

“Creator feedback is a key part of how
we develop products, like a feature that lets
creators reach new audiences by adding
language tracks to their videos,” he noted.

Mohan said the company is investing
in the features and experiences that will
make YouTube a great home for view-
ers and creators now and in the future,
from doubling down on streaming and
connected TV to unlocking unparalleled
creative potential.

If you want results, contact us:

Law Offices of HARESH JAMBUSARIA, INC.

* Relative Petition
« Fiance’(e) Visa

« "K" Visa

e Student Visa

« Citizenship

* Deportation

MONEY BACK
GUARANTEE (LEGAL FEE
FOR LABOR

IMMIGRATION SPECIALIST
H1-B & LABOR CERTIFICATION SPECIALIST

* Consular Processing
* H-1B Visa

* Intracompany Transferee

e Treaty Trader/Investor
» 9th Circuit Litigation

The quota under employment category is moving fast for aliens born
in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Stri Lanka, England, U.K. and Canada etc.
It is possible to precess and get Green Card on the
employment skilled worker category or professional
position within 1 year and half years to 2 years.

N . S A
HARESH JAMBUSARIA

DIVORCE/
NULLIFICATION OF MARRIAGE

— Even without the concent of the other party
- For those who are illegally staying in the U.S.

OVER 45 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE *
90% PLUS SUCCESS

“Professionalism, Reliability, and Results in our Motto”

TEL: (213) 386-7148
1-888-505-9120
Fax: 213-386-1576

3660 Wilshire Blvd.,
Suite 926,
Los Angeles, CA 90010
Email: hareshlaw @yahoo.com
www.hareshlaw.com

H-1B REGISTRATION PERIOD FOR
FY 2024 STARTS ON
MARCH 1, 2023 AT 12:00 NOON (ET)
AND GOES THROUGH

MARCH 17, 2023, AT 12:00 NOON (ET)
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South Asian Helpline and Referral Agency

Get your groceries

Project Supported by.
Do you need money for food?

You could be eligible for @*ﬁ

CalFresh! et

ELIGIBILITY REQUIRED according to family size,
family income, and immigration status

( .a t 3 FreSh What is CalFresh?

= CalFresh Food helps people with
. 3 low-income or no-incomea buy the
' nutritious food they need for good
health.
* Recipients can buy food at any A r 4
grocery store or farmers market - \ F 4 Put Healthy Y

that accepts EBT. Food On Your

Table With

For More Information ' Calfresh.
Called (562)402-4132
www.sahdracares.org
info@saharacares.org

e e QE!."I:“)'.“..‘..-‘ “..::‘.'_‘-].:..'_ 4.- -..; TAY IS s 7 e o ..,.,‘.' = ‘,‘.:' ..: ~,.._‘::.-.. """"i e =
: A (-5,;.-.-‘;-,-‘.?‘.‘ . . AL =T RS AP T TR e PN 4 .
R e A o S TR o S T e 2o eh S L M e o Tk e
- <% o -, b . . : - . .
A A= .':"Bcfu\‘l?‘..:. Padmi 0 s Oy e T S Y e AL

WATCH DALAC
JEWELERS

worn Gasging 22 X oLD UEWELRY

18500 Pioneer Blvd Suite A, Artesia, CA 90701.
Ph: (562) 865-1209. Email: watchpalaceonline@gmail.com
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Management Committee & Board of Directors of

SHRI GURU SINGH SABHA-WALNUT

20001, E. Walnut Drive South = Walnut, CA 91789
Tel: (909) 869-6165

Enjoy @
Variety of lndm
Foods & S"ai

g Wish New Year
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€ Ot HID
Event: Tuesday, 14th March 2023 from 6pm to 9pm

at Gurudwara Sahib Walnut
Come with Family and Friends to Enjoy Melodious Kirtan.

SPECIAL PROGRAM AS FOLLOWS: For further information, please call:

Sehaj Paath Arambh 5 March 1:30pm . » Paramijit Singh Nijjar.......... (626) 622-5551
Seha] Paath Smapti 14 March 5pm » Nachhatar Singh Bhullar.... (626) 255-8555

- 9pm TENTER I'-I » Kulbir Singh Hundal .......... (626) 235-8528
Sodar Paath ...........ccovvvivennn, 6:00 - 6:30 | A2 = 8 * Gurbachan Singh Juneja ... (909) 228-1556
(

Kirtan Bibi Kamalpreet Kaur ji...6:30 - 7:00 Ehendd B “{ « Jaspreet Singh Sawhney ... (626) 625-2009
Dhadi Jatha..........ccooeovevveeneee 7:00 - 7:30 - :

Katha Bhai Paramieet Singh.....7:30 - 8:15 | ! Eeagpr S¥ECR For Food Stalls Call:
Kirtan Bhai Navjodh Singh ji .....8:15 - 9:00 IR W e Bhai Paramiit Singh........... (206) 294-6897
Ardas Hukkamnama R s '"%.;‘_ Rl - Jaspreet Singh Sawhney ... (626) 625-2009
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CRIME .
Buying a husiness? or FTX Fraud: Nishad

Buying a commercial real estate for your business? | Singh Pleads Gu1lty

SAN FRANCISCO, CA
WE CAN HELP WITH AN SBA LOAN! (IANS) - Nishad Singh,
the former director of

I’ll put together a loan structure for your business that can get it done engineering at collapsed
crypto exchange FTX, has

finally pleaded guilty to

— the right way. SBA loans help small businesses grow by offering longer,

more flexible terms and lower-equity contributions. criminal charges and was
currently cooperating
Benefits to Business Tynical Customers/Use of Funds with the US prosecutors
in the alleged billion-
« Longer amortization allows « Business acquisitions dollar scam at the crypto
for lower loan payments « Owner occupied commercial real estate trading platform run by & !
 No future balloon payment acquisitions former CEO Sam Bankman- Fr1ed who is also facmg a trial.
(fully amortizing loan) . Partner buyouts - Franchise financing Singh pleaded gulflty tg six conspiracy charges, mcludllng c(:inspir-
. e . acy to commit wire fraud, conspiracy to commit money laundering,
l:::;:,:zta;:;a_cﬂ?:: rons or : Const.ructlon Ioar.ls . and conspiracy to violate federal campaign finance laws.
90% financing available ° Maf:h'“ef'y & Equmentac‘qmsn.lons or Bankman-Fried, along with Gary Wang, co-founder of FTX, and
(51% owner-occupled) refinancing — up to 100% financing available Caroline Ellison, the former head of FTX's sister hedge fund Alameda
. Closing costs can be « Line of credit restructuring Researc.h, have all pleaded guilty in the ongoing case. According to the
included in the loan . Lease financing - Business expansion loans SEC, S}ngh created software code that allowed FTX customer funds
to be diverted to Alameda Research, a crypto hedge fund owned by

Bankman-Fried and Wang, despite false assurances by Bankman-
Fried to investors that FTX was a safe crypto asset trading platform.

Size/Term of Loans Contact our lending experts

. Up to $5 million today to learn more! “We allege that this was a fraud, pure and simple: while on the one
(SBA 504 - $1.15 million hand, FTX touted its sup[?osed effect?ve risk mitigation measures to
to $10 million) investors, on the other Singh and his co-defendants were stealing

. customer funds using software code Singh helped create,” said Gurbir

+ Up to 25 years for Asim Mahmood S. Grewal, Director of the SEC’s Division of Enforcement. Moreover,
real estate debt V.F. Business Development Officer as FTX neared collapse, Singh withdrew $6 million from FTX for per-

- Up to 10 years for 714-260-7760 sonal use, including the purchase of a multi-million-dollar house. In
non real estate debt amahmood@bylinebank.com a parallel action, the US Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of

New York, and the Commodity Futures Trading Commission also an-
nounced charges against Singh. “Today’s guilty plea underscores once
again that the crimes at FTX were vast in scope and consequence,” said
Damian Williams, US attorney for the Southern District of New York.

Manohar's

EIHT PAIACE

INDIAN CUISINE

FULL SERVICE CATERING: We TdKe PRIDeE I USING FRESH VEGETABLES allD
« Customized Menu INGREDIENTS 1IN dLL OUR PREPARATION.
« Acclaimed Service Sauces dre uniQueLry BLenbeD WITH THE FINEST
« Large orders taken daND FRESHEST ROOT HERBS aND SPICES.
« 25 years of experience FOOD IS PREPARED Il CHOLESTEROL-FREE CORI OIL. MANOHAR ||

We provide full service including we DO NAT use M.S.G. For catering or

Tableware, silverware, any other inquiries

portable tandoor and Please call

trained waiters. Manohar at

626-437-4190.

581 S. Azusa Way, La Puente, CA 91744. Ph: 626-964-0343. www.mdelhipalace.com
Monday - Sunday: Lunch: 11:30am - 2:30pm « Dinner: 5:00pm to 9:00pm
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Sri Siva Kameswari Temp [ —.
3198 Airport Loop Drive, Unit # J, Costa Mesa, CA 92626. Ph: (714) 714 0101.
website: www.sivakameswari.org | Email: info@sivakameswari.org

UGAADI CELEBRATIONS

Start your new “Shobhakruth” year with positive vibrations, & be blessed by The Divine.

WEDNESDAY 22ND MARCH, 2023

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM: Abhishekam to all presiding Devis, Devatas in the temple |  6:00 PM- 7:00PM:

10:30 AM —-11:30 AM: Vishnu Sahasranama Chanting (during Alankaram) . Panchanga Shravanam
11:30 AM —12:30 PM: Archana to Devi, Devatas and Veda Ashirvachanam by 7:00 PM- 8:30PM:

the temple priests followed by Madhyahna Aarati and Lunch Prasad . Discourse on Valmiki
12:30 PM -05:00PM: Temple open for Archana to presiding deities for devotees Ramyana (Hindi)

05:00 PM -06:00PM: Temple Evening Poojas, Lalita Sahasra Nama Samoohika 8:30pm: Temple Aarati
Kumkumaarchana & chanting Archanas & Dhoop Aarati :  followed by dinner prasad

Ugaadi Abhishekam to All Deities $108 ¢ Ugaadi Abhishekam to Any Deity $54

VASANTA NAVARATRI CELEBRATIONS

Shri Bhadrachala Sita Rama Kalyana Mahotsavam
WEDNESDAY 22ND MARCH, 2023 - SUNDAY 2ND APRIL, 2023

Special Temple timings: Weekdays: 8Am - 12PM & 5PM - 9PM . Weekends: 8AM -2 PM & 4PM - 8:30PM
Durga/Chandi Saptashati All 700 verses, 13 chapters will be recited in temple

(For a very strong Divine protection from negative forces & evil energies,improvement in overall health and general prosperity)

Nava Durga Alankaram Daily Durga Path/

Daily Alankarams for each day of Durga and Special Archana Chandi Parayana:
From Wednesday, March 22nd to Friday March 31st, 2023 - 6:30 PM — 8:00 PM 4:30PM

Vasanta Navaratri: All 9 Days $301 ¢ Any One Day $108 ¢ Annadanam $251
(Yajamana) Main Kalyanostavam Sponsorship, Limited to 6 Couples: $501 « Single Family Sposorship: $54

Srimad Valmikiya Ramayana Navahna Parayana
& Discourse (Hindi) by Brahmasri Dr. Narendra Kapari Ji

WEDNESDAY 22ND MARCH, 2023 - SUNDAY 2ND APRIL, 2023

Grand Sponsors: $501 (limited to 4 couples) ¢ Pattabhishekam Sponsors: $54

SRI RAMANAVAMI - THE BIRTH OF LORD RAMA

Shri Bhadrachala Sita Rama Kalyana Mahotsavam

WEDNESDAY 29TH MARCH, 2023

! Grand Sponsors (Limited to 6 couples Only) $501

Sponsors will get an opportunity to perform Kalyanam along with the priest Sri Rama Padukas (Silver) will be
. given as Prasadam along with Sri Rama Mada and Kalyana Akshatas from Bhadrachalam to Grand Sponsors.

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Srimad Valmikiya Ramayana Navahna Parayana

10:00 AM — 12:00 AM: Sri Rama Abhishekam and Janmotsava Celebrations of Lord Rama’s Birth)

4:00 PM - 8:00 PM: Shri Bhadrachala Sita Rama Kalyana Mahotsavam (Bhakta Ramadasa Navaratna Keertana Kalyanotsavam)
7:00 PM — 8:30 PM: Discourse Srimad Valmikiya Ramayana (Hindi) « 8:30 PM: Dinner Prasad

(Yajamana) Main Kalyanostavam Sponsorship, Limited to 6 Couples: $501 ¢ Single Family Sposorship: $54
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Tesla Crash

Dharmesh Patel Pleads Not Guilty, Hearing On March 20

India-West News Desk

PASADENA, CA — The South-
ern Californian who was accused
of deliberately driving his Tesla
off a California cliff with his wife
and children inside, has pleaded
not guilty to attempted murder.

Dharmesh A. Patel, 41, has
been charged with “attempted

first-degree murder and child
abuse, as well as enhancements
for great bodily injury and do-
mestic abuse”.

Patel has tapped a prominent
California attorney, Joshua
Bentley, to defend his case,
and has a preliminary hearing
scheduled for March 20.

San Mateo District Attor-

¢ Heater Cores

www.tunexauto.com

& B

* Oil Change * Timing Belts & Chains
¢ Brakes ¢ Water Pumps
* Radiators * Electrical

* Smog & Repair
* Air Conditioning ¢ Engine Rebuilt or Replace ¢ Catalytic Converters

10460 Magnolia Ave, Anaheim, CA 92804

At the corner of Cerritos & Magnolia
Next to Super King Market

Ph: 714-821-5555

Email: tunexauto@sbcglobal.net

@ Hommam O S .2
A Complete Auto Repair Service

Tunex Auto Service

SMOG AND REPAIR CENTER
Efficient, Affordable, Honest & Reliable

* Computer Diagnostic
* Transmission Rebuilt
* Computer Alignment
* Mufflers

Tapan Pg;ikh

edes-Benz

ney Steve Wagstaffe said that
statement from Patel’s wife as
well as witness accounts from
other motorists and video of the
roadway gave enough evidence
to frame charges against him.

A San Mateo judge had or-
dered to hold Patel without bail
at the Maguire Correctional Fa-
cility, citing the danger he poses
to his family.

Patel’s car was traveling south
on State Route 1 on January 2

when it went over a 250-foot
cliff at Devil’s Slide, south of
the Tom Lantos Tunnels, and
flipped and landed on its wheels
near the water’s edge.

Firefighters had to cut the
vehicle to pull Patel’s two chil-
dren -- a seven-year-old girl and
a four-year-old boy -- from the
vehicle. The daughter suffered
a serious injury, while the boy
escaped with just bruises.

The couple was pulled out of

the vehicle’s windows.

Investigators are yet to es-
tablish Patel’s motive behind
the act.

“We’re looking into what led
up to this. Was there depression
or anything else? It wasn’t just
that he was trying to kill them,
he was trying to kill himself
too,” Wagstaffe had said in a
late January press conference.

Patel has been ordered not to
contact his wife or their children.

STERLING ACCOUNTING & TAX
SERVICES INC.

We ofen the following sewwices:

e Preparation of Individuals, Partnerships, Corporations and Fiduciaries income tax returns

e Compilations, Reviews and Audits of financial statements
e Audits of 401k and profit sharing plans
e Audits of non-profit organizations financial statements
e Preparation of personal financial statements

e Preparation of non-profit organizations tax returns

e Monthly, quarterly, or annual bookkeeping services

e Tax planning and incorporations

e Representation before income tax, sales tax and other regulatory tax authorities
e Paperless attestation engagements

We have experience servicing companies in various types of industries
including: Manufacturing, Retail, Entertainment, Real Estate, Technology, Motels,

. . . . . . Venkat Bramharouthu, CPA
Restaurants, Construction, Food Processing, Financing and Professional Services.

Member, AICPA

Quality Service at Economical Rates

Please Note: WE HAVE MOVED! Our NEW LOCATION is:
21860 S Burbank Blvd., Ste 110, Woodland Hills, CA 91367

818-468-8408 ¢ www.sterlingtax.net ¢« vbramha@sterlingtax.net
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Very Special To Touchdown In India With
Secretary Blinken: Vedant Patel

NEW DELHI (ANI) - Born in
Ahmedabad, Vedant Patel moved
to the US when he was very
young and created history last
September by becoming the first
Indian American to hold the daily
State Department press briefing.
He has been articulating the US
viewpoint on some complex inter-
national issues and said he is “just
really thrilled” to be at the State
Department working for Secretary
of State Anthony Blinken. Patel re-
called the “very special feeling” he
had as he touched down in Delhi
with Secretary Blinken ahead of
the G20 Foreign Ministers meet-
ing on March 2.

“I think that is one of the spe-

cial things about the United States
is that the opportunities that it
has for people, for immigrants,
for people of different back-
grounds, the opportunity to do
things like speak on behalf of the
Administration, speak on behalf
of the State Department. Being
born in India, it was certainly a
very special feeling to touchdown
in Delhi with the Secretary of
State, coming off that plane that
says the United States of America
back to the country that I was
born in, and getting to come back
as an American diplomat with the
Secretary. It’s a very special feel-
ing,” Patel said.

Talking about his journey, Patel

said he has earlier worked for US
President Joe Biden in the White
House as well as on his campaign.

“I moved to Washington DC in
late 2016 after I had been work-
ing for a member of Congress at
the time and continued working
in the government and political
field and spent some time work-
ing for another member of Con-
gress. And then I joined President
Biden’s election campaign in the
2020 cycle very early on, and
then had the opportunity to join
the administration at the White
House and spent about the first
year-and-a-half of the Biden ad-
ministration at the White House
and then had the opportunity

PAPAYA TREE NURSERY

ATrusted Source for Organically Grown Tropical & Subtropical Fruit Trees. Family owned & operated for over thirty years, the nursery
offers selected varieties of fruit trees specifically adapted to various growing zones throughout Southern California. To help them

Papaya Tree Nursery-chiku

thrive in your home garden, growing information is also provided both verbally and in printed form.

CHIKU aka SAPOTA

Special variety (PTN#1) adapted to S. California can begin fruiting in one or two years ata
he|ght of only four feet. This very sweet fruit is one of nature’s special desserts. Delicious as
+ afresh-picked fruit, or you can make chiku kulfi just like grandma did! These space-saving,
‘semi-dwarf trees grow to only 12 tall in S. California and can be container grown. On
display at the nursery, you can view a fruiting chiku tree planted in the ground 6 years ago.

SOME OF THE PLANTS OFFERED: BANANA - FIG - JAKFRUIT - LITCHEE - MANGO - PAPAYA
- POMEGRANATE - KALA JAMUN - SHAHTOOT/MULBERRY - SITAPHAL/SHARIFA

Open 7 Days A Week by Same- Day Appointment. 8 AM to 6PM (Please Call First)
Website: WWW.papayatreenursery.com - (818) 363-3680

BUY AT 3.625%

30 Year Fixed

Navin Kohli
CEO / President

FUNDING PC

RapidCapital

2-1 BUYDOWN PROGRAM

WE WILL PAY FOR
YOUR APPRAISAL!

CALL TODAY
1-800-991-4162

No Tax Return Loans available for
Self Employed Buyers

nkohli@rapidcapitalinc.com
BUY A HOME WITH 5% DOWN * NO MORTGAGE INSURANCE

1 Park Plaza, Suite 600, Irvine, CA 92614
www.rapidcapitalinc.com

* 2-1 Buydown scenario assumes 740+ FICO, 800K Purchase price, 80% LTV, Seller concession of $13,562)

NMLS #902784 ¢ California BRE# 01819194

Apply online at www.rapidcapitalinc.com

to join the State Department as
well,” he added.

Earlier he had worked as Com-
munications Director to Con-
gresswoman Pramila Jayapal
and Communications Director

to Congressman Mike Honda.
Patel is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of California, Riverside, and
received an MBA from the Uni-
versity of Florida. He is originally
from San Jose, CA

Kamala Harris Polling
Poorly With CA Voters

NEW YORK, NY (IANS) - A
majority of voters are unenthusi-
astic about Vice President Kama-
la Harris’ potential presidential
run in 2024, shows a new poll.

According to The Telegraph,
Biden’s Indian-origin second-
in-command has struggled to
gain traction among Democrats
nationwide amid her poor public
approval ratings.

But what shocks more is that
most of these voters are from
California -- a Democratic bas-
tion and Harris’ home state.

Between February 14 and 20,
a poll conducted by the Berkeley
Institute of Government Studies
and The Los Angeles Times asked
7,512 registered voters about
Harris running for President if
Biden decided not to seek a sec-
ond term.

It found that 59 percent of
registered voters were hesitant
about Harris seeking the coun-
try’s highest office.

Some 18 percent said they
were “not too enthusiastic” about
the idea, and a clear plurality of
41 percent said they were “not

enthusiastic at all”.

Only 16 percent said they
would be “very enthusiastic”
about Harris taking on the role,
while 21 percent said they would
be “somewhat enthusiastic”. Four
percent of those surveyed gave no
opinion.

Bringing some cheer to Harris,
56 percent of Democrat voters
said they would be keen on Har-
ris’ candidacy.

But what was an immediate
dampener was that about 40
percent of Democrats in her home
state did not want to see her run
in 2024.

A few Democrats have privately
expressed concerns that Harris
could prove a liability for the
party, citing her struggles as a
communicator, The Telegraph
report stated.

They also think that Biden,
80, is too old to run for a second
term by the end of which he would
be 86. The latest poll also found
Biden’s approval rating improv-
ing in California, with him hold-
ing a 57 percent yes and a 39 per
cent no in the state.
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Nikki Haley Starts Arduous Campalgn

NEW YORK, NY (IANS) -
Nikki Haley has kicked off her
against-all-odds campaign for
the Republican Party’s presi-
dential nomination with visits
to two key states portraying
herself as a “badass” woman
who can get things done.

However, she will first have
to get her party’s nomination,
which seems a monumental
task given the big lead of former
President Donald Trump.

In the latest Fox News poll,
she was tied for the third place
with former Vice President
Mike Pence at 7 percent, while
Trump polled 43 percent and
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis,
who is yet to announce his run,
28 percent.

Against these odds, as the

first to take on Trump
with her campaign
launch on February 15,
Haley began her long
trek towards getting
the party nomination
with campaign stops in
New Hampshire start-
ing the next day and in
Iowa the next week.

Towa will be the first
state to hold the intra-
party election to choose
its candidate and New
Hampshire the second
just under a year from
now and a candidate’s
showing in those states
could determine the
future.

The third will be
her home state, South

A SATISH PATEL
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SERVICES:

Herbal Facial, Threading,
Waxing, Haircuts, Haircolor,
Creative Updo (Hairstyles),

Bridal Make-up & Bridal Henna

Follow us: @ Karishmabeauty

Karishmabeautysalon@gmail.com | www.karishmabeautysalon.com

For Bridal and Henna Packages Call Parul Gandhi, Bridal Specialist at 562-787-0598
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Carolina, which brought her
national attention as the first
woman to become its governor.

While campaigning with vot-
ers builds a base, perhaps more
important is money in US poli-
tics: $6.6 billion was spent in
the 2020 presidential election.

And so, Haley begins her
high-profile fundraising at a
Wall Street event with tickets
ranging between $3,300 and
$6,600, the maximum allowed
by the Federal Election Com-
mission, that is hosted by three
top finance executives in New
York, CNBC reported.

The cable station identified
the hosts as Gautam Chawla,
a vice chair at Barclays; Jo-
seph Konzelmann, a partner at
private equity giant TPG, and
Evan Baehr, who runs a venture
capital firm.

From New Hampshire, Vi-
kram Mansharamani, who had
run for the Republican nomi-
nation for the Senate giving
him insights into state politics,
said: “Haley had a spectacular
reception in New Hampshire.
Wherever she went, there were
overflowing crowds of people
trying to spend time with her
and to hear her message. In
today’s highly polarized politi-
cal environment, her unifying
message should resonate.”

With his deep connections
across his state, Manshara-
mani, who is a businessman,
author, and a former lecturer
at Harvard, hosted an event “to
help introduce her to a diverse
group of New Hampshire voters
that included leading activ-
ists, government and business
leaders, philanthropists, and

RET MRR)

engaged citizens”.

Haley said at one of her stops
in the state that if the party
wanted to win, it should “start
focusing on new generational
leadership and the best way
to do that is to put a ‘badass’
woman in the White House”, ac-
cording to the Concord Monitor.

At another town hall meeting,
she was introduced by retired
Army General Don Bolduc, who
became the party’s Senate candi-
date last year and is considered a
part of the party’s hard right.

Haley’s “compassion and her
empathy and her complete dedi-
cation to public service, putting
herself last and everybody else
first, I think is what we need in
this country and that is why I
am supporting her”, he told the
Monitor.

In a campaign stop in Iowa,
she gently took on Trump in
whose cabinet she had served
and who is the candidate to
beat, calling him “my friend”.

“I think he was the right
President at the right time”,
she said, according to the Towa
Capital Dispatch.

“But we, as dire a situation as
this is, as much as all the media
and everybody wants to talk about
the past, we need to leave the sta-
tus quo in the past,” she added in
an apparent reference to Trump’s
obsessive belief that he was the
real winner of the 2020 election.

According to the Dispatch,
Towa Governor Kim Reynolds
has not endorsed Haley, but
she introduced her at an event
saying: “I'll tell you, one mistake
that most people make when
challenging this lady right here
is underestimating her.”

Post Your Classifieds on
www.indiawest.com
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Inspired By Trump, Vivek
Ramaswamy Running For President

NEW YORK, NY (TANS) - A
second Indian American, Vivek
Ramaswamy, has joined the fray
for the Republican Party’s presi-
dential nomination taking on
former President Donald Trump
as well as Nikki Haley with a cam-
paign focused on culture wars.

The conservative entrepreneur
made the announcement for a
longshot bid in a video and on
a talk show on Fox News cable
channel. He took on affirmative
action, the “woke” left’s culture
agenda, the burgeoning bureau-
cracy and the “new culture of
fear” that he said has “com-
pletely replaced our culture of
free speech in America.”

Ramaswamy, whose family is
from Palakkad in Kerala, is the co-
founder of two technology compa-
nies and a financial management
firm, as well as the founder of a
pharmaceutical company, which
made him a multimillionaire at
age 37. According to Politico, he
has a net worth of $500 million
which can fund his campaign.

Ramaswamy made his mark
as a writer of two bestsellers that
blasted what he calls the “woke”
culture. He is appealing to the
same crowd as Trump that sees
the US being undone by liberal

A
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Vivek Ramaswamy.

policies and the power of what
they see as an elite.

“Faith, patriotism and hard
work have disappeared, only to be
replaced by new secular religions
like ‘Covidism’, ‘climatism’ and
gender ideology,” Ramaswamy
said in his video. He stressed his
opposition to affirmative action
programs for minorities that have
some similarities to the reserva-
tions in India.

“The American dream means
you believe in merit, that you get
ahead in this country, not on the
color of your skin, but on the con-
tent of your character and your
contributions,” he said.

He also took on the “cancel cul-
ture” that targets people opposing

717 S Harbor Blvd,
Fullerton, CA 92832.
Ph: (714) 870-1242

23367 E Golden Springs Dr,
Diamond Bar, CA 91765
Ph: (909) 396-7411

the politically correct dogmas
exposing them to media attacks
and even punitive actions that he
called the “culture of fear”.

Trump, who Ramaswamy says
inspired him, will run his presi-
dential campaign on these prem-
ises, which have been adopted by
other Republicans like Florida
Governor Ron DeSantis, who is
expected to be the front-runner
to challenge the former President.

With Trump and more en-
trenched Republicans expected
in the race besides Haley, Ra-
maswamy told Politico about his
maverick campaign, “You know,
maybe all of this is ill-advised,
and I'll fall flat on my face.” But he
added: “I don’t think that’s going
to happen.”

Paradoxically for a campaign
based on culture wars, Ramas-
wamy said in his video that he is
running to be a national unifier to
revive “the Pluribus Unum from
many, one” which is the American
motto found on the national seal.

“I have a dream that we can be
one people” although “we have
obsessed so much over our di-
versity and our differences, that
we’ve forgotten all the way we're
really just the same as Ameri-
cans,” he said.

Akshar Cash N Carry
9520-B, Black Mountain Rd,
San Diego, CA 92126
Ph: (858) 689-2222

Darshana Patel To Run For

California State Assembly

SAN DIEGO, CA (IANS)
- Indian American Demo-
crat Darshana Patel an-
nounced her bid to run
for the California State
Assembly District 76 in
2024.

Patel, 48, said she will
not be seeking a third term
as California’s Poway Uni-
fied School District board
president.

The San Diego resident’s
campaign has earned early
endorsements from In-
dian American Congress-
man Ro Khanna.

“As the daughter of im-
migrants who struggled

Darshana Patel.

to realize the American
Dream, I know the challenges
that families can face during
hard times. If not for great public
school teachers and college schol-
arships I would not be where I
am today,” Patel, who moved to
California as a teen, said launch-
ing her campaign.

“I am running for State As-
sembly because I want to make
sure that every person has the op-
portunity to succeed and thrive,
and because I can use my experi-
ence as a scientist, elected school
board member, and a civic leader
to make a difference in their

fk
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lives,” she added.

Patel said in her campaign an-
nouncement that she wants to
keep communities safe, invest
in public education, protect the
environment, and improve and
expand quality healthcare access
for Californians.

The election will be an open-
seat contest, as incumbent As-
sembly member Brian Maien-
schein will be terming out.

Patel is a B. A .in Biochemistry
at Occidental College and a Ph.D.
in Biophysics from the University
of California, Irvine.
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Hate Crime: After J ews, Sikhs Among Most Targeted
[

NEW YORK, NY (IANS) - A
total of 1,005 hate crimes re-
lated to religion were reported
in 2021 in the US with Sikhs
being among the most targeted
religious groups, according to
statistics revealed by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI).

ORGANIC RANCH ON 82 ACRES

LIFESTYLE PROPERTY
San Diego, California

Text or.Call

Incidents related to religion
comprised 14.2 percent of inci-
dents, the Hate Crime Statistics
revealed.

The largest categories of reli-
gion-based crime included anti-
Jewish incidents at 31.9 percent
followed by anti-Sikh incidents

Great For Corporate Compound!
Palomar Mountain Views
Citrus and Avocados/Very Private 8 Wells/
Pond/2 Reservoirs/ 3 Seasonal Streams/
1 OF A KIND!
Close to Pauma Valley CC & Airport.
Great Income Potentialll

$2.7 MILLION USD
:760-481-4575

5% to Brokers

at 21.3 percent.

While anti-Muslims accounted
for 9.5 percent of religion-based
hate crimes, anti-Catholic inci-
dents accounted for 6.1 percent.

Overall, law enforcement
agencies reported 7,262 total
incidents and 9,024 victims,
demonstrating that hate crimes
remain a concern for communi-
ties across the country.

The overall number of agen-

Photo: sikhcoalition

cies reporting decreased to
11,834, from 15,138 in 2021,
so data cannot reliably be com-
pared across years.

According to the 2021 data,
64.8 percent of victims were tar-
geted because of the offender’s
bias toward race/ethnicity/an-
cestry, which continues to be the
largest bias motivation category.

Anti-Black or African Ameri-
can hate crimes continued to

be the largest bias incident
category, with 63.2 percent of
all single-bias incidents in 2021.

Additionally, anti-Asian inci-
dents represented 4.3 percent of
incidents reported in 2021, the
statistics revealed.

Together, incidents related
to sexual orientation and gen-
der identity represented 19.7
percent of all single-bias cases
reported in 2022.

Meat, Poulthy, Degan,
Vegetarian & Seafood

We senve Halal meat as well.

We also host private parties
for upto 150 people.

Buy One Entree at Regular Price,

get a Second Entree 50% off

of equal or lesser value

*Dine-in only.

4001 West Coast Hwy, Newpont Beach, CA 92663.
(949) 432-5443. www.zabbthaicuisinenb.com

i
il

To Reserve your Graduation, Anniversary, Birthday, Reception Parties,

CALL NOW (949) 432-5443 / (949) 202-7751

Sun - Thuw: 11:00 AM - 9:30 PM
11:00 AM - 10:00 PM

The howw of openation can be
extended fot having a pantty.

Fri & Sat:
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CATERING

Natraj serves the ultimate in South
Asian cuisine for weddings and
special events. Featuring our
experienced and talented culinary
team, and offering impeccable and
unrivaled service, distinguishes us
as the premier Indian caterer.

Our professional catering staff

will create menus to exceed

your expectations and ensure a
memorable celebration for you and
your guests. Outstanding quality
and exceptional value complete

a perfect occasion.

23 Musick, Irvine 949/632-2778
www.natrajusa.com email: vijay@natrajusa.com
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In A First, Seattle Pas

SEATTLE, WA (IANS) - Se-
attle has become the first US
city to ban caste discrimina-
tion, pushing back against
opposition by several orga-
nizations. The City Council
on February 21 approved the
legislative measure sponsored
by Councilor Kshama Sawant,

a member of the Socialist Al-
ternative party.

The legislation, modeled
after laws against racial bias,
seeks to ban caste-based
discrimination in jobs, hous-
ing rental, and sales and in
public places like hotels,
restaurants, and stores.

It pitched some Hindu or-
ganizations, which opposed it,
against an assortment of leftist
groups, civil rights groups and
a union that linked it to broader
civil rights and socio-economic
issues in the US.

The legislation was passed after
heated discussions when the pub-
lic was allowed to comment on it.

A National Public Radio re-
porter, Lilly Ana Fowler, tweet-
ed from the Council chamber
that things “calmed down after
a bit of chaos” before the vote
with “lots of shouting with peo-
ple holding signs that say ‘stop
gaslighting Dalits’ while others
hold signs saying, ‘Shouting lies

does not make them true’”.
The Coalition of Hindus of
North America (CoHNA), which
spearheaded the opposition, said
the legislation would promote
prejudice against South Asians.
The Hindu American Founda-
tion (HAF), said: “Seattle has
taken a dangerous misstep here,
institutionalizing bias against all
residents of Indian and South
Asian origin, all in the name of
preventing bias. When Seattle
should be protecting the civil
rights of all its residents, it is ac-
tually violating them by running
roughshod over the most basic
and fundamental rights in US law,

INDO-AMERICA
ses Caste Discrimination Ban

—,

all people being treated equally.”

Despite the criticism by the
Hindu groups, the legislation
does not mention any religion
or ethnic group. Caste discrimi-
nation as a cultural and social
phenomenon is practiced in
India and other countries, even
beyond South Asia, by members
of many religions including
Christianity and Islam.

Another organization, Hindus
for Human Rights-USA, supported
the Seattle anti-caste legislation.
Sawant said: “We know that caste
discrimination has been growing
in the US across many industries,
including technology, construction,

INDIA WEST

restaurants and the service indus-
try, and in domestic work.”
Making a leap of logic, the
socialist asserted that the legisla-
tion “is also linked to the larger
working-class fight against the
ongoing brutal layoffs in the tech
sector”. She added that British
colonialism used the caste system
in its policy of divide and rule.
US Dalit rights activist, Then-
mozhi Soundarajan said: “Caste
is a feminist, queer, and workers’
rights issue, and the time has
come to ensure that discrimina-
tion, bias, and worker exploita-
tion on the basis of caste is not
only illegal, but will be properly

enforced throughout the city.”

Equality Labs, of which
she is the executive director,
is heading the movement for
legislation across the country
“to add caste as a protected
category”.

Similar anti-caste dis-
crimination measures have
been adopted by the Califor-
nia University System and
Brandeis and Brown universi-
ties, while Harvard included
an anti-caste discrimination
clause in a contract with
graduate students.

California State Civil Rights
Department has filed a suit in
a federal court alleging caste
discrimination at Cisco against a
Dalit engineer by others of Indian
origin in the leading technology
company. HAF filed a countersuit
against the department assert-
ing that it discriminates against
Hindus by singling them out for
“special monitoring”.

The Seattle legislation was
supported by a union represent-
ing student employees of the
University of Washington, the
Washington unit of the American
Civil Liberties Union, the Indian
American Muslim Council, the
Ambedkar Association of North
America, and the Ambedkar In-
ternational Centre.

www.mantrarestaurahts.

712 N. Main St.,
Corona, CA, 92880
(951) 739-9401

MANTRA

INDIAN CUISINE

4

RS

990 Ontario Mills Dr. Ste H

Ontario, CA 91764.
(909) 476-0205.

*8 'OFFER FULL

| CATERING
" SERIVICES

e

Onsite catering approved by most top
hotels in Inalnd Empire & Orange County
‘MARRIOTT -HYATT .FAIRMONT -DOUBLE TREE

Please call Sumit: 909-496-6824

27645 Jefferson Ave,
Temecula, CA 92590.
(951) 506-1800

10359 Magnolia Ave,
Riverside, CA 925065.
(951) 417-4539
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Mentad Kealtts

POST PANDEMIC

The stress and anxiety of living through a global pandemic can be ovewhelming.
Many people have experienced symptoms of PTSD and depression.

An estimated 53 million cases of major depressive disorders and

76 million cases of anxiety disorders are seen globally.

The mental health effects of the pandemic are likely to be long-lasting, and it is
important to seek help if you are struggling to cope.

HERE ARE SOME TIPS FOR MENTAL WELLBEING

S y
\ y
v
v
FIND THE PRACTICE MAINTAIN FIND WAYS
POSITIVE SELF-CARE BE MINDFUL A SCHEDULE TO DE-STRESS

[ o W Ne

B o

SEEK RATIONALIZE LIMIT EAT STAY
SUPPORT EMOTIONS THE NEWS HEALTHY STRONG

YOGA FOR WELLNESS

You can also join us for free virtual yoga sessions.
Our experienced and passionate instructors will help you feel your best.
Sessions are conducted every:

MONDAY AT 6PM
THURSDAY AT 6PM
SATURDAY AT 10AM

You can contact us for more information
info@saahasforcause.com

(562) 419-7976

OOhOS COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
Public Health
COURAGE FOR CAUSE
Building Bridges to Higher Quality of Life
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Duped, City Of Newark Scraps
Agreement With Nithyananda's ‘Kailasa’

NEW YORK, NY (IANS) - Hav-
ing been duped, a US city has
scrapped a sister-city agreement
with the fictional nation of “Kai-
lasa” that the fugitive godman
Nithyananda’s outfit claimed was
recognition by Washington.

“Based on deception, the (sis-
ter-city) ceremony was ground-
less and void,” Newark Press
Secretary Susan Garofalo said in
a message on March 2.

“As soon as we learned about
the circumstances surrounding
Kailasa, the City of Newark imme-
diately took action and rescinded
the sister-city agreement on
January 18,” she added. Despite
Newark revoking the agreement,
the make-believe “government of
Kailasa” continues to post it on
its website with the claim, “The
United States of America recog-
nizes the United States of Kailasa
(USK) and signs a bilateral agree-
ment.” The Newark caper illus-
trates how easy it is for groups to
manipulate municipal and state
bodies taking advantage of their
lack of international sophistica-
tion to unwittingly make them
appear to confer legitimacy on
their causes, even when they are
at odds with official US positions.

“USK’s” Newark effort was a
part of the disinformation cam-
paign claiming legitimacy for the

“nation” set up by Nithyananda,
who fled India in 2019 while fac-
ing charges of rape and abduction.
The agreement with Newark
was signed on or around Janu-
ary 11 at a ceremony at which
Newark’s Mayor Ras Baraka and
other city leaders were present.
A picture on the “USK” website
showed Baraka signing the since
the revoked agreement with a
woman with a turban and a pen-
dant on her forehead and wearing
several necklaces while another
similarly dressed woman in their
trademark attire looked on.
There have been other instances
of cities and states stepping into
controversies involving India. Last
year, the Connecticut General As-
sembly influenced by Khalistanis

issued a citation “in recognition
of the 36th anniversary of the
declaration of Sikh independence”
while the town of Norwich in the
state declared April 29 as the
“Sikh Declaration of Independence
Day”. At least six cities have passed
resolutions condemning India’s
Citizenship Amendment Act that
speeded up citizenship for non-
Muslims fleeing persecution to
India. But in 2021, a Chicago City
Council resolution critical of India
was defeated. Speaking afterward,
Mayor Lori Lightfoot set the stan-
dards for local bodies wading into
international matters.”What I say
sitting here as Mayor of Chicago is
I'm not going to get ahead of the
(President Joe) Biden administra-
tion,” Lightfoot said.

INDIA WEST

India Benefits From
Ukraine War Scoring
Cheap O1l From Russia

CHENNALI, (IANS) - In the
case of oil imports, India till
now is on a firm path of sourc-
ing the product cheaply from
Russia since the latter’s inva-
sion of Ukraine.

This is much against the
wishes of the western powers
who want to bring down the
Russian economy by curbing its
oil revenue.

However, the Indian govern-
ment has categorically said
that it would source what it
needs from where the price is
advantageous.

The government also said its
three oil marketing companies
are not buying crude from Rus-
sia but only the private compa-
nies are the ones who are buy-
ing, refining, and shipping out.

According to reports, India’s
exports of petroleum products
shot up to $78.58 billion for
the period April 2022 to Janu-
ary 2023, from $50.77 billion
shipped out during the previous
year corresponding period.

Fueled by the imports of
crude oil, India’s imports from
Russia went up by about 384
per cent to $37.31 billion dur-
ing April 2022-January 2023.

As a result, Russia became
India’s fourth largest import
partner up from 18th position
in 2021-22. The soaring oil
imports from Russia have pre-
vented India from paying for the
commodities in Rupees.

Reduction in oil production
from Russia, if not met by a
corresponding increase in pro-
duction from other producers
or demand moderation, will re-
duce the overall supply relative
to demand and may strengthen
the crude oil prices.

Moody’s in a research report
last March said ONGC, Oil In-
dia, Indian Oil Corporation and
Bharat Petroleum Corporation
Ltd have invested in upstream
oil and gas assets in Russia. Ac-
cording to Moody’s import bans
and international sanctions on
Russia may constrain the future
cash flow-generating capacity of
these assets and lead to impair-
ment losses for the companies.
Indian companies, however,
have not announced an exit from
their Russian investments. An
immediate impairment in the
value of investments will be lim-
ited, especially in the current oil
price environment.

Now offering FREE

PCR Covid-19 Testing
In all our offices

* Nasal Swab PCR testing
e Results within 36 hours
e With Insurance FREE
» Without Insurance $150

By Appointment only
Call: 562-923-6060

FREE

 Pfizer booster available
* Antibody testing to
check immunity

AME Medical Group, Inc.

c UrgentCare’

WALK-INS WELCOME
WAITTIME IS 15 MINUTES!

X-Rays & Ultrasounds
NOW Available!

AME Medical Group, Inc. Est. 1997

Open 7 days a week, from
9am - 9pm
433 W. 4th street, Ste. 100
Montebello, CA 90640.

15141 Whittier Blvd., Ste. 120
Whittier, CA 90603

29525 Canwood St., Ste. 200
Agoura Hills, CA 91301

11938 Paramount Bivd.,
Downey, CA 90242

8500 Florence Ave., Suite 101
Downey, CA 90240

3625 M. L. K. Jr Blvd, Unit 8
Lynwood, CA 90262

Rapid Antigen Testing
Results in 15 minutes
No Insurance needed
Just $75

=

COSMETIC SERVICES

3300 South Street, Suite 209
Long Beach, CA 90805

12472 Washington Bivd.,
Whittier, CA 90602

FREE

Pfizer
vaccine
available at our

MOUCRReEI 4811 Florence Ave.,
(by appointment only) Bell, CA 90201

2621 S. Bristol Ave. Suite 105,
Santa Ana, CA 92807

741 S Orange Ave.,
West Covina, CA 91790

14359 Pioneer Blvd. Suite A
Norwalk, CA 90650

g @amemedicalgroup

n amemedical

(562) 923-6060 -
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Deepika To Be A Presenter At

The Oscars,

MUMBALI, (IANS) - Actress Deepika &
Padukone is one of the chosen few
from the world who will be present-
ing an award at the Oscars 2023
ceremony.

Deepika joins the likes of Emily
Blunt, Samuel L. Jackson, Dwayne
Johnson, Michael B. Jordan, Janelle
Monae, Zoe Saldana, Jennifer Con-
nelly, Riz Ahmed, and Melissa
McCarthy among a few
others to be part of
this honor.

The 95th Os-
cars will air
live on ABC
on March
12.

-

Deepika took to Instagram and shared a post with
the names of all the presenters.

The list also includes Dwayne Johnson, Michael B.
Jordan, Riz Ahmed, Emily Blunt, Glenn Close, Troy
Kotsur, Dwayne Johnson, Jennifer Connelly, Samuel
L. Jackson, Melissa McCarthy, Zoe Saldana, Donnie
Yen, Jonathan Majors and Questlove.

Sharing the post, the actress simply wrote,
“#oscars#oscars95.” In no time, netizens flooded
Deepika’s comment section with congratulatory
wishes. “Can’t wait to watc,h you Deepu,” actress

1

Neha Dhupia commented.

“Boom,” Deepika’s sister Anisha Padukone com-
mented. Deepika’s husband Ranveer dropped clap-
ping emojis in the comment section.

Her name was also shared on The Academy’s
Instagram handle.

On the work front, Deepika will next be seen in
‘Fighter’ starring Hrithik Roshan and Anil Kapoor.
The film is directed by Siddhant Anand. She will
also be seen in ‘Project K’, alongside Prabhas and
Amitabh Bachchan.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Antetokounmpo, NBA Star
Praises Ranveer Singh

SALT LAKE CITY,
UT (IANS) - Bolly-
wood actor Ranveer
Singh, who recently
played in the 2023
NBA All-Star Celeb-
rity Game for Dwayne
Wade’s team, received
words of appreciation
from Greek-Nigeri-
an basketball player
Giannis Antetok-
ounmpo, who also
coached the winning
team of Wade.

Ranveer, who has
been the brand am-
bassador for NBA
India since 2021,
represented India
and joined the likes
of Marvel superhero
Simu Liu, wrestler
The Miz, star of the
movie ‘Glass Onion’
Janelle Monae, rap-
per 21 Savage, and many other celebs and entertainers at the 2023
NBA All-Star Celebrity Game. In a video shared by Ranveer’s fan club,
Giannis can be heard saying, “You got to hit the people with the speech
you give them before the game, you said be bold, be brave and I loved
that. He (Ranveer) said ‘Be Bold, Be the Moment, Be Courageous. Let’s
go win’. I loved it, I loved it.”

He added, “The tenacity our team had today if this guy (Ranveer) was
not on our team, we wouldn’t have it. He brought energy to our team.
It was our soul, you know, he is the fire that keeps our building warm
at night, he was the fire to that.”

Specializing in Tandoori items (Clay Oven)
Vegetarian and Non-Vegetarian

UNJAB

CUISIN

Specialized

in Catering
We Cater to

' All Parties, Big & Small

For Catering call Raj:

Tuesday to Sunday
11:30 AM to 10:00 PM

Ala Carte Dinner spm to 1opm

1766 University Ave, Ste. 102, Riverside, CA 92507

951-686-99638

Lo

LI

University Avenue, Riverside

m—

a\./
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i
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Raj Sharma - Owner
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CLASSIFIEDS

POST YOUR CLASSIFIED ADS‘
ON INDIAWEST.COM

A/-\

HELP WANTED

Caregiver/Companion

Female caregiver for my elderly
mother in law in Orange County,
California. Will need help with
daily medication, light house-
keeping and Meal preparation.
She lives alone. Must be able to
speak some English. Very gener-
ous salary. Contact: 9512369484/
aghirakesh@gmail.com

On Call Relief Manager Needed
Multiple Northern California
locations. Managerial and front
desk responsibilities. Projects are
on call and wages are on contract
basis depending on engagement
length. Must be flexible and
able to drive. Key skills - fluent
in English, computer skills, and
management experience. Con-
tact: hr@perigonhospitality.com

Financially Educate Your Community
New Year, New Career! Financial
firm looking for agents to rep-
resent the best Life Insurance &
Retirement products. No expe-
rience required. We will guide
you through obtaining necessary
licenses. For inquiries, contact
Frank at 714-331-9466

BOOKKEEPING/ACCOUNTING
We are looking for our Los An-
geles/Downtown location, a
skilled bookkeeper to oversee
our company\’s financial data
and compliance with federal and
state legal requirements. Duties
will include but are not limited
to accounts payable, accounts re-
ceivables, recording receipts and
payments and producing monthly
reports. Monitor and track all
purchases * Prepare bank recon-
ciliations * Prepare a variety of
accounting and statistical reports
as required., Quickbooks experi-
ence. Contact: Ethan: 310 309
0059 ethantextile126@gmail.com

OFFICE WORK HELP WANTED
See in ziprecruiter.com: Global
Office Manager, Personal As-
sistant Office Manager, Driver,
Helper. Email:

shambhu.kayastha@yahoo.com

Caregiver/Companion Wanted

My elderly father, wholives in Utah,
seeks a person who can cook, clean,
and provide him companionship.
He is mobile and in good health.
Position comes with a generous sal-
ary, room, & board. Contact: 732-
221-7652 / vshah@mdmec-law.com

MOTEL HELP WANTED

Live -In General Manager
Couple(S) Wanted For Motel(S)
In Anderson & Yreka California.
Looking for 2 resident couple(s)
to operate 2 motels in Northern
California. Good pay, accom-
modation and training provided.
Prior motel experience, basic
computer skills, maintenance
repair skills required. Immediate
start possible. Must be fluent in
English. Contact: 925 489 4100
/ amber@three65hospitality.com

Couple Wanted to Manage Small Motel
Looking for couple to manage
a small independent motel two
hours from Los Angeles. Candi-
date must be fluent in English and
have sufficient computer skills to
do daily duties. Manager accom-
modations provided. Monthly
salary and bonus paid quarterly.
Interested parties call: Janak
Patel (714) 273-9633

Hotel House Keeper

Looking for a couple for House
Keeping services in a franchise
Hotel. If you're interested please
call Victor Soni: 801-400-0657
Couple needed for a 32 unit motel

near beach in Oxnard, CA. Should
have good communication skills
and should be computer savvy.
Speak and understand Spanish.
Salary: 5500$ Call: 805-267-
6006 (Ssingles do not Call Please)

Resident Hotel Manager Los Angeles
Resident Manager Hotel needed,
3-5 Franchise Brand Experience
required. Accommodation Provid-
ed. Email: Imtheguyl0O@aol.com

Motel Manager/ Front Desk Associate
Resident Motel Manager needed
for 62 Room Motel in Santa Cruz,
CA. Single/Couple. Fluent in Eng-
lish, Computer Skills Experience.
Email Resume: motelsantacruz@
gmail.com or call: 831-332-7179

Onsite Manager

We are seeking an Onsite Manager
for our hotel. The candidate will
be responsible for managing daily
operations, supervising staff, and
ensuring customer satisfaction.
The monthly pay for this position
is competitive and based on expe-
rience. Applicants must submit a
resume to be considered. Criteria:
3+ years of hotel management ex-
perience, excellent communication
skills,computer skills, and a strong

commitment to customer service.
Contact: solicitmail01 @gmail.com

SERVICES

Helping Indian Community For
Any Work In India

I recently moved to India & can
help in any kind of work at nomi-
nal charges in India. WhatsApp: K
K Shah: 91-93118-56588.
Email: Indiandhoop@yahoo.com

MATRIMONIAL

Hello, I am Anish, am 31 and
I enjoy dancing, playing tennis
and traveling. Looking to meet
someone special. Someone who
enjoys life, and someone who
wants to build a strong future.
I am a well settled, strategic Fi-
nance manager working in tech.
Can be reached at 669-260-2712

California based Gujarati Patel
parents invite correspondence
for their US born & raised 40-yrs
daughter, MBA, Assistant Direc-
tor, very pretty, never married/
engaged, vegetarian, nonsmoker,
having very pleasant personality.
Looking for a well-educated pro-
fessional boy. Please send biodata
& recent photos to: gujaratigrl@
gmail.com or call 484-947-8858

HIMALAYAN VEDIC ASTROLOGY

SOLUTIONS FOR ALL YOUR PROBLEMS

Santa Prasad Shastri

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri is a renowned Himalayan Vedic Astrologer
based in California. He started his Vedic astrological education at the age of

¥ % % % % % %

8 and went through 19 years of rigorous education and training at Maharishi

Vedic Gurukul, New Delhi, India. He has more than 40 years of experience in
Vedic Astrology. He is also a Teacher of thetranscendental meditation &

%

yoga. He is a master of four vedas (Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda and
Atharveda). He is a specialist for all kinds of VedicYagyas and Pujas.

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri can solve all your problems through Vedic

Astrology. Contact today for a free consultation:

* Pujas, Havans andRituals
* Horoscope reading

W Palm &Face reading

* Gemstones

¥ info@himalayanvedicastrology.com

Immigration/Green Card

WE CANHELP WITH

Job problems
Business Problems
Financial'Problems

Career Issues

Court Cases

Health Problems

*

SPECIALPUJAS FOR

W Kaal sarpa-dosha
x Mangaldosha

¥ Marriage problems

i} (O +1(310) 486-7608

Relationship issues
Marriage/Divorce
Career problems
Health issues
Family issues
Financial problems

Stress/Depression

Enlightenment with-(TM) Transcendental Meditation

@ www.himalayanvedicastrology.com

@ 17820 Alburtis

Ave | Artesia, CA 90701
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DENTAL 2000

IMPLANT CENTER

r HAVE YOU Trust in American implants,
LOST YOUR don’t be fooled with @ ZiImmer

overseas knock off. Proven
TEETH BUT with 20 years of success. QUALTLY FRODUST

NOT YOUR
APPETITE?

You CAN eat
what you love
EET

r—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—1

i HEALTHCARE FINANGING FOR YOUR PRICELESS SMILE.
I S I N G L E starting at PORCELAIN

 IMPLANT $ 999 -

IMPLANT

l
| =
| INCLUDES IMPLANT, ABUTMENT AND CROWN Bl

a.ka

I *Expires 4/15/2023. Cannot be combined with insurance Fees. New Patients only. | FXTURE

Excludes extraction, bonegraft, etc. Cannot be Combined with other coupons.

L — — — — —_— —_— —_— — —_— _— — — — _— _— — _— _— —_— — _‘ _— _— _‘ — _— — J

ANTI-AGING TREATMENT BOTOX -culean

$399*Per Treatment $ 192

DISCOUNTED PACKAGE SPECIALS AVAILABLE Per Unit

PRF Treatment Description: Platelet-Rich Fibrin focuses on 100%

natural healing properties found within the body. This is a safe and

natural solution for collagen reproduction, skin tightening, pigmenta- Exp. 4/15/2023
tion removal, acne scar reduction. Exp. 4/15/2023

In House CT Scan Available

S
Call to book your _600_ ® Hap,,
FREE Consult Now! 114 1141 Esp Pang,
NOW SERVING YOU IN TWO LOCATIONS!

IRVINE: LAGUNA NIGUEL.:
33 Creek Rd, STE 210-B 30012 Crown Valley Pkwy, STE B

www.dental2000.com
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FRONTIER

~ HERITAGE —

Unveiling our new

showroom in the

SAN FRANCISCO
BAY AREA



