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Dr. Christian is the first woman Chancellor of 
CA’s community college system.

Ajay Banga.

Professor Hari Balakrishnan. Democrat Mesiwala is the first Muslim American woman on any appellate court.

Biden Picks Ajay 
Banga To Lead 

World Bank
WASHINGTON, DC (IANS) - US President Joe 

Biden will nominate Ajay Banga, former CEO 

of Mastercard, to serve as the President of the 

World Bank, the White House announced 

on February 23. Banga, who was born and 

educated in India before becoming a US 

citizen in 2007, will replace David 

Malpass, a former Trump 

Treasury official who 

Sonya Christian To Head 
CA Community Colleges

India-West Staff Reporter

SACRAMENTO, CA - The California 

Community Colleges Board of Governors 

has announced the unanimous selection of 

Kern Community College District Chancel-

lor Sonya Christian as the next permanent 

chancellor to lead the largest and most 

diverse system of public higher education 

in the nation.

The announcement comes following an 

extensive and nationwide search over the 

past seven months. Christian is a historic 

choice, becoming the first woman and the 

first person of South Asian heritage to be 

appointed as permanent chancellor.

“Dr. Christian is one of our nation’s most 

dynamic college leaders, with a demon-

strated record of collaboration and results 

in the Central Valley,” said Governor Gavin 

Newsom. “She understands what is needed 

to deliver on record levels of higher educa-

tion investment to make real improvements 

Shama Hakim Mesiwala 
Sworn In As CA Judge

SACRAMENTO, CA (IANS) - In a first, Indian 

American Democrat Shama Hakim Mesiwala has been 

unanimously confirmed as an associate justice of the 

Third District Court of Appeal in California.

Judge Mesiwala, will now be the first South Asian 

American woman and the first Muslim American 

woman on any appellate court in the country, would 

fill the vacancy created by the retirement of Justice 

Coleman A. Blease. Mesiwala, 48, was administered the 

oath of office this month 

by Chief Justice Patricia 

Guerrero, chair of the 

Commission on Judicial 

Appointments. She was 

confirmed by a unani-

MIT Prof. Hari Balakrishnan 
Wins 2023 Marconi Prize

NEW YORK, NY (IANS) – Indian Ameri-

can Professor Hari Balakrishnan has been 

awarded the 2023 Marconi prize for his 

fundamental discoveries in wired and 

wireless networking, mobile sensing, and 

distributed systems.

Balakrishnan is the Fujitsu Professor in 

MIT’s Department of Electrical Engineer-

ing and Computer Science and a principal 

investigator in the MIT Computer Science 

and Artificial Intelligence Laboratory.

“Hari’s unique contributions have shaped 

the course of research and discovery in 

multiple fields, saved lives, and enabled 

users to have better experiences with 

network-based services,” Vint Cerf, chair 

of the Marconi Society and 1998 Marconi 

Fellow, said. “His focus on scientific excel-

lence that creates positive impact at scale, 

along with his humanitarian contributions, 
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Direct Line: 714-626-2023 • Cell: 714-335-9048
Email: jrshah@pacbell.net

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

INTERIOR DESIGNER

SERVICES AVAILABLE

• Total Remodeling with Designing &   
  Decorating
• Custom Furniture
• Mural painting and lighting
• Full line of landscaping including         
  Pool, Spa,Gazebo and BBQ.
• Hotel/Motel/Restaurant Remodeling 
  and decorating

Email: rjinteriors@yahoo.com
Cell: (714) 335-8240
Ph: (562) 691-2070

Brings Your Dream Come True

WE would help you to examine your RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL real estate portfolio and 
maximize your cashflow and appreciation including 1031 Tax deferred exchanges.

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, 
BUSINESS/INVESTMENT PROPERTIES & 

1031 TAX DEFERRED EXCHANGE EXPERT

714-335-9048

Rashmi Shah
USA graduate Interior Designer

Jigar (JR) Shah, MBA
License# 01116918

Please call JR for information of 
COVID 19 on Real Estate

Commercial

Residential

•  A large Residential lot w Views in La Habra heights

•  4 BD 3 BA in Anaheim Hills

•  5 BD 5.5 BA in San Clemente 

•  3 BD 2 BA townhome in Santa Monica

•  5 BD 4 BA View home in Yorba Linda - For Sale

•  Huge Parcel of Land 530+ Acres Offering endless   
   opportunities to develop - FOR SALE

•  Fully approved lots in Carlsbad for Apartment Units

•  44 Units Apartment in Merced 

•  4 Units Apartment in Bakersfield

•  BUYERS looking for Medical, Electronics & Similar companies.

•  8 Plus acres of divisible view LOTS in La Habra Heights

•  All Medical Retail Center in Gilbert, AZ (Very Decent CAP rate)

COMMUNITY

With Kal Penn Emceeing, Indian American Couple 
Gets Married In Taco Bell’s Metaverse

By BHARTTI KUMAR

PACIFICA, CA – Every Indian 

American couple plans their wed-

ding with bits of tradition fitted 

into contemporary themes and 

venues. They want it to be a fairy 

tale event.

Venture capitalist Sheel Mohnot 

and attorney Amruta Godbole 

of San Francisco, CA had their 

own unique version on February 

24. They had an unconventional 

wedding and reception at ‘Decen-

traland’, a virtual reality browser 

platform.

Selected from 300 couples who 

had applied to the Taco Bell meta-

verse wedding contest, the duo 

customized their space. Mega lov-

ers of Mexican food and Taco Bell 

fare, the vegetarian duo made the 

wedding day, their own.

The ceremony took place at the 

oceanfront location of the ‘Pacifica’ 

restaurant, considered to be the 

most beautiful property of the fast 

food chain and where the two had 

met on one of their first dates.

Actor Kal Penn said he was hon-

ored to emcee and officiate at the 

wedding. His avatar had a striking 

red jacket and a hat with tacos all 

around. The bride was in a soft 

pink lehenga while the groom wore 

a traditional sherwani, riding in on 

a virtual elephant.  

Under a mandap and a virtual 

‘agni’ the Bay area-based couple 

pledged their love with the typical 

inside jokes and promises. God-

bole averred in her speech that it 

was worth going through the for-

malities of downloading and filling 

forms to have a novel special event.

There were one-minute speech-

es from the groom’s brother Rishi, 

and the bride’s sister Sonia. Friend 

Tyler and aunt Seema shared their 

fond sentiments and raised the 

virtual glasses to toast.  

The cinnamon cake tower stood 

out. The Taco bell bouquet toss 

drew excitement, and 

the nacho fountain 

attracted the virtual 

avatars who ran for 

it like it was a spa. 

Tall Taco trees were 

lit up with colorful 

lanterns.

The metaverse gala 

reception had all the 

Taco Bell fare such 

as tacos, quesadillas 

and nachos set up on 

tables as adornments. 

The first dance by the 

couple was followed by more enter-

tainment from the DJ.

Avatars who participated in the 

festivities, arrived in Indian outfits, 

with most men in white jackets 

printed with Taco Bell food items 

and some in various sauce-like 

packets as their shirts. 

Stream chats were lit with guests 

asking if it was a legit and real wed-

ding. Answer: yes. Many seemed 

enthralled, calling it ‘super cool.’
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