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 H-4 Visa Holders, Mostly 
Indian, Can Work Says Judge
WASHINGTON, DC (IANS) - In an 

immigration-friendly move, a judge has 

ruled that spouses of highly-skilled H-1B 

visa holders in tech sector can now work 

in the US, thus upholding an Obama-era 

rule under which partners were issued 

H-4 visas.

US Judge for the District of Columbia, 

Tanya Chutkan on March 30 dismissed 

arguments by Save Jobs USA, who claimed 

that Congress never granted the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security (DHS) author-

ity to allow foreign nationals, like H-4 visa-

holders, to work during their stay in the US.

“That contention runs headlong into the 

text of the (Immigration and Nationality 

Act), decades of executive-branch practice, 

and both explicit and implicit congressional 

ratification of that practice,” Chutkan wrote 

in her ruling.

Georgia 
Legislature 
Condemns 

Hinduphobia
NEW YORK, NY (IANS) - Georgia’s 

legislature has taken aim at the attacks on 

Hinduism emanating from academia and 

condemned “Hinduphobia, anti-Hindu 

bigotry and intolerance”.

The resolution adopted unanimously 

by the State House of Representatives, 

said: “Hinduphobia is exacerbated and 

institutionalized by some in academia who 

support the dismantling of Hinduism and 

accuse its sacred texts and cultural prac-

tices of violence and oppression.”

While bigotry directed against other 

religions has been condemned by state 

and city legislatures across the US, they 

Gujarati Family Drowns While Illegally 
Crossing Into US From Canada

India-West News Desk

LOS ANGELES, CA – Four members of 

an Indian family were among those who 

drowned while trying to illegally cross a 

river from Canada to the US, according 

to authorities.

Reports say the family of four is from 

Mehsana district of Gujarat. Officials in 

India confirmed this, identifying 

them as Praveenbhai Chaud-

hary, a farmer, wife Dakshaben 

Chaudhary, and their children 

Meet and Vidhi.

The eight people, whose bod-

ies were found in a marsh near 

the St Lawrence River in a Native 

Canadian reservation in Quebec, 

“are believed to have been at-

tempting illegal entry into the US 

from Canada”, Lee-Ann O’Brien, 

the deputy chief of the local police, said on 

March 31. Six of the bodies were discovered 

on March 30 during an air search, she said.

The Akwesasne Mohawk Police Service 

later reported that two more bodies were 

found the next day. The four others are said 

to be a Romanian family.

A boat that was found near the bodies 

‘Still processing,’ Says Mindy Kaling On 
Getting The National Medal of Arts

LOS ANGELES, CA (IANS) - Indian 

American actress-producer Mindy Kaling 

said that it was “almost too much to take in” 

being honored with the National Medal of 

Arts by President Joe Biden.

Kaling, who is best known for 

creating the romantic comedy series 

‘The Mindy Project’, was presented 

with the award by the 80-year-old 

Commander in Chief Joe  Biden on 

behalf of the National Endowment 

of the Arts at The White House on  

March 21.

Mindy shared on Instagram along-

side pictures from the special day: “A 

little while ago, I got a call from Dr. 

Maria Rosario Jackson that the Na-

tional Endowment of the Arts and the 

office of the President wanted to give 

me the National Medal of Arts for my 

work in television and as an author. 

I’m still processing how to receive the news.

“Yesterday, I went with my family to re-

ceive the medal at the White House. To hear 

Mindy with President Biden.

Officials identified the ill-fated family.
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Direct Line: 714-626-2023 • Cell: 714-335-9048
Email: jrshah@pacbell.net

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

INTERIOR DESIGNER

SERVICES AVAILABLE

• Total Remodeling with Designing &   
  Decorating
• Custom Furniture
• Mural painting and lighting
• Full line of landscaping including         
  Pool, Spa,Gazebo and BBQ.
• Hotel/Motel/Restaurant Remodeling 
  and decorating

Email: rjinteriors@yahoo.com
Cell: (714) 335-8240
Ph: (562) 691-2070

Brings Your Dream Come True

WE would help you to examine your RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL real estate portfolio and 
maximize your cashflow and appreciation including 1031 Tax deferred exchanges.

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, 
BUSINESS/INVESTMENT PROPERTIES & 

1031 TAX DEFERRED EXCHANGE EXPERT

714-335-9048

Rashmi Shah
USA graduate Interior Designer

Jigar (JR) Shah, MBA
License# 01116918

Please call JR for information of 
COVID 19 on Real Estate

Commercial

Residential

•  A large Residential lot w Views in La Habra heights

•  4 BD 3 BA in Anaheim Hills

•  5 BD 5.5 BA in San Clemente 

•  3 BD 2 BA townhome in Santa Monica

•  5 BD 4 BA View home in Yorba Linda - For Sale

•  Huge Parcel of Land 530+ Acres Offering endless   
   opportunities to develop - FOR SALE

•  Fully approved lots in Carlsbad for Apartment Units

•  44 Units Apartment in Merced 

•  4 Units Apartment in Bakersfield

•  BUYERS looking for Medical, Electronics & Similar companies.

•  8 Plus acres of divisible view LOTS in La Habra Heights

•  All Medical Retail Center in Gilbert, AZ (Very Decent CAP rate)

COMMUNITY

Ramesh Bhutada Gifts $1Million To Hindu University 
Of America, Grand Gala Held In Houston

India-West Staff Reporter

HOUSTON, TX - The Hindu 

University of America (HUA) in 

association with Hindus of Greater 

Houston (HGH) hosted a Friends 

of HUA Gala evening on March 

26, at VPSS Haveli, here. The gala, 

which was attended by about 500 

community members, honored Ki-

ran and Ramesh Bhutada for their 

gift of $ 1 million to HUA.

Bhutada, CEO of Star Pipe Prod-

ucts, is a successful Houston-based 

businessman and philanthropist. 

In his speech, he said, despite be-

ing born and raised in a traditional 

Hindu family he had not really 

understood the essence of Hindu 

Dharma. While other universities 

may impart knowledge for students 

to earn a livelihood, “only an insti-

tution like HUA can impart Hindu 

knowledge that teaches a student 

how to live their life,” he said.

The philanthropist urged the at-

tendees to support HUA so that the 

youth of today and tomorrow can 

gain knowledge and understanding 

of Hinduism much earlier in life, 

than he himself had, enabling them 

to live happy, productive lives that 

would also benefit the entire world. 

The gala opened with the auspi-

cious lighting of the lamp followed 

by a scintillating music perfor-

mance by HUA faculty Dr Kanniks 

Kannikeswaran. His ensemble of 

Hindu classical singers accompa-

nied by western music instrumen-

talists set the tone for the evening. 

He engaged the audience by having 

them hum along as well as sing 

some of the lyrics. His performance 

received a standing ovation. 

This was followed by a short 

video on HUA’s courses and pro-

grams, as well as the experiences 

of students and 

faculty.

HUA Presi-

d e n t  K a l y a n 

Viswanathan 

called on all the 

a t t e n d e e s  t o 

“come together 

to build a Hindu 

university that 

l a s t s  a  1 0 0 0 

years just like the Brihadeeswara 

Temple in Thanjavur which has 

stood strong for over 1000 years, 

or like the Nalanda University that 

was a beacon to the world for 1700 

years before it was destroyed.” 

He further shared that “over the 

next five years, 

HUA aspired 

to become self-

sustaining, and 

establish itself 

a s  a  s h a r e d 

plat form for 

all Hindu tra-

d i t i o n s  a n d 

organizations 

to offer their 

teachings.” 

HUA Chair-

man Ved Nanda 

stated that HUA 

“will seek to be-

come an authoritative voice in the 

academic domain for all matters 

pertaining to Hindu Dharma, not 

only in the United States but also 

globally.” Houston-based faculty 

members Dr. Raj Vedam and Chan-

dra Raghu, Chairman of HGH 

Board of Advisors Rasesh Dalal, and 

physicist and Yoga instructor Rob-

ert Boustany shared their thoughts 

as well, a press release said. 

Established in 1989 and au-

thorized by the Govt of Florida 

in 1993, HUA has been offer-

ing online courses since 2019 in 

various aspects of Hindu Dharma, 

tradition, and culture. For more 

information: www.hua.edu 

Audience of over 500 people are mesmerized by Dr Kanniks musical ensemble.

HUA board members.

Ramesh Bhutada.



APRIL 2023 – P3INDIA WEST



P4 – APRIL 2023   INDIA WEST

COMMENTARY

Publisher
Navneet Chugh

Advertising: advertising@indiawest.com  
Classifieds:  classifieds@indiawest.com 
Website posting: info@ indiawest.com

Offices: 
Los Angeles, CA
15925, Carmenita Rd, 
Cerritos, CA 90703

President
Parminder Singh
parminder@indiawest.com

Marketing Consultant
Neha Sarin Malhotra
neha@indiawest.com

Editor
Nimmi Raghunathan
nimmi@indiawest.com

Content  Alleli De Leon
    Bhartti Kumar
    Reena Rathore

Phone: 1-866-621-9370 
Email: info@indiawest.com
Website: www.indiawest.com

Edison, NJ 
295, Pierson Ave, Ste 
101, Edison, NJ 08837

Santa Clara, CA 
1600, Duane Ave, 
Santa Clara, CA 95054

New York, NY 
330, 7th Ave, 10th Floor, 
New York, NY 10001

Graphic Designer 
Rishita Dagli

Nonprofits Are The Secret Weapon Of United States
By NAVNEET S.CHUGH

The Economist refers to the United States 

as “an NGO with nuclear bombs”. The US 

and state governments spend mind-boggling 

amounts on helping people, with one out 

of every two people in the United States 

receiving some form of financial assistance 

from the federal government. In addition to 

this large NGO, there is also a super-secret 

weapon in the form of 1.5 million small, 

deadly missiles. Here are some enigmas 

about these powerful and astounding non-

profits in the US:

1. There are 1.5 million charities/non-

profits in the US. There are around 10 mil-

lion nonprofits worldwide. So, about 15% 

of the world’s nonprofits are based in the 

United States.

2. These charities are as much a marvel of 

the United States as capitalism, Fortune 500, 

democracy, and law and order.

3. One out of 10 people in the United 

States work for a nonprofit. It may seem 

shocking at first, but most hospitals and 

colleges are nonprofit organizations. The 

nonprofit sector is the third largest employer 

in the US. Many nonprofit employers, such 

as Goodwill, State University of NY, and 

the California Community College system, 

employ over 100,000 employees.

4. In every relevant city, five out of the 

ten largest employers are nonprofits. For 

example, in Boston, 20 of the top 25 employ-

ers are nonprofits.

5. Americans donated $500 billion to 

these 1.5 million charities last year. 70% 

came from individuals, 5% from corpora-

tions, 15% from foundations, and 10% from 

bequests.

6. The $500 billion given to charity last 

year was spent on religion (30%), education 

(14%), helping the needy (12%), healthcare 

(10%), international giving (6%), art and 

culture (5%).

7. In addition to donations, these 1.5 mil-

lion nonprofits charged fees to patients or 

students, generating $700 billion in revenue 

last year. The total revenue of nonprofits in 

the United States was 2.62 trillion as of 2016, 

which has doubled over the past decade. A 

chunk of this revenue comes as grants from 

the US government and from charging the 

US government for providing healthcare to 

seniors and the poor.

8. Collectively, the GDP of these 1.5 mil-

lion charities is $1.15 trillion. Just this 

nonprofit sector GDP of $1.15 trillion is 

more than the national GDP of 185 of the 

200 countries on the planet.

9. These nonprofits are an economic en-

gine, and like any other business, consume 

goods and services in their operations. The 

nonprofits require desks, chairs, comput-

ers, offices, and supplies, which generates 

revenue for the companies that make these 

goods and services, thereby generating 

economic stimulation. By hiring employees 

and giving them a salary, nonprofits indi-

rectly promote perpetual other aspects of 

the economy. When people have money, they 

spend it. They pay mortgages, buy furniture 

and make car payments. When they can, sur-

plus funds go to clothes, jewelry, restaurants, 

and vacations.

10. The revenue of several charities in the 

USA is over $5 billion, for instance, Mayo 

Clinic at $19.8 billion, New York Presbyte-

rian $11.3 billion, Mount Sinai $9.2 billion, 

Memorial Sloan Kettering $7.7 billion, 

Goodwill $7.4 billion, YMCA of USA $7.4 

billion, Salvation Army $5.8 billion, Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation $5.6 billion, and 

Cedars Sinai $5.2 billion. As a comparison, 

the combined revenue of the 3.6 million 

nonprofits in India is less than $5 billion.

11. The 1.5 million charities collectively 

raise $1.4 billion every day of the year to 

reach the $500 billion in giving for the year.

12. To raise this kind of money, everything 

under the sun is done. Various governments 

are approached; foundations are chased; 

HNIs are hounded; corporations are rushed; 

email and letter campaigns are launched; 

every ounce of social media is utilized; end-

less events of all types are held—from cookie 

sales to walks, runs, lecture series, entertain-

ment events, small get-togethers to big galas. 

Almost every kid in high school is involved 

in some charity fundraising, and every adult 

at work is approached in some way, shape or 

form. On weekends, the religious institutions 

don’t leave you alone.

13. Two hundred thousand people in the 

country have a job that entails fundrais-

ing for a nonprofit, and the average sal-

ary of these 200,000 fundraising people is 

$62,500. Harvard employs 500 people in its 

fundraising department.

14. Harvard deserves another line as the 

epitome of what a nonprofit missile can do 

to a country. Founded in 1636 as Newton 

College, its name changed to Harvard when 

John Harvard donated $1,285 and died 

soon thereafter. Today, Harvard has $50 

billion in its savings account. One-third of 

its annual expenses come from the earnings 

on this endowment. It 

has 21,000 students, 

31,000 employees, over 

a million graduates, 

eight presidents, and an 

unenviable slice of the 

Fortune 500’s 10,000 

CXOs. Seventy percent 

of the students receive 

financial aid from the 

university and do not 

pay full tuition. Shock-

ingly, the story has just 

begun, as Harvard is 

now raking in over $1 

billion in new donations 

every year, and since 

inception it has earned 

a 11% return on its endowment.

15. There is no better ecosystem than this: 

One person’s money is given to a nonprofit, 

the government gives a tax deduction to 

the donor, the nonprofit hires employees to 

render services, the nonprofit employees get 

jobs, and a random stranger, a fifth person, 

receives the benefit. All of this happens with-

out government intervention, bureaucracy, 

waste, politics, corruption, or favoritism. 

People are helping each other, thereby 

increasing the culture of giving, assisting, 

taking care of each other, taking care of our 

community, taking care of our country, and 

inculcating a sense of self-sufficiency, self-

reliance, and self-governance while evok-

ing self-realization in every single person 

involved in the process.

16. These US charities are doing as much 

work as the federal and state governments 

in the country. Art, music, hospitals, junior 

colleges, universities, all religious activities, 

disaster and emergency aid, and food for the 

poor are all in the hands of nonprofits. In 

most other countries, the government must 

do most of this work which the nonprofit 

ecosystem in the US is doing.

17. Nonprofits have become essential 

components of the American society, play-

ing a significant role in strengthening the 

communities they serve. They bring aware-

ness to important social and political issues, 

confront problems that the government can’t 

solve, and unite communities in their area 

with common goals and ideals. Nonprofits 

are also essential in helping those less for-

tunate, working with groups or individuals 

who are unable to help themselves. Faith-

based organizations, for example, not only 

work with people’s spiritual needs, but they 

also provide physical necessities such as 

housing, food, and clothing. By serving the 

community directly, nonprofits foster civic 

engagement and leadership, drive economic 

growth, and strengthen the fabric of our 

communities. Most cultural centers, mu-

seums, parks, and performing arts centers 

are also nonprofit organizations that attract 

businesses, employees, and tourists alike 

and create vibrant urban centers.

18. The tenth largest charity in the US, 

Catholic Charities, proudly claims on their 

website, “Next to the federal government, 

Catholic Charities is the largest US social-

safety-net provider.”

19. All of this has created an ethos of giv-

ing time in addition to money. Two out of 

three Americans give dollars to charity, and 

one out of four people give time to a non-

profit. 65 million Americans volunteered for 

a nonprofit last year. The average time per 

volunteer was 128 hours in 2021, and the 

value of this volunteer time was $200 billion. 

Not surprisingly, adults who volunteer and 

who engage in hours of volunteering report 

higher levels of well-being.

20. We humans come together politically 

and form local and national governments 

to create a society. Afterwards, we have 

two Kennedy choices. We can either sit on 

our sofa, watch television, and ask what 

the country is doing for us. People who are 

cheerier in life go out with their friends and 

see what they can do for their neighbor-

hood, and fix it. There is no problem in 

this world that cannot be fixed. Millions of 

cheerful hours and billions of dollars later, 

America’s nonprofit sector has created a 

parallel government that works quietly in 

an unbelievably remarkable fashion. There 

is a lot of noise in the world about everything 

the USA does, but very little noise about 

the secret weapon of the United States - the 

nonprofit sector.

(Navneet S. Chugh is managing partner 

of Chugh, LLP, a law and CPA firm. He may 

be reached at navneet@chugh.com)
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Tutoring - Test Prep - ConsultingTutoring - Test Prep - Consulting

PSAT SAT ACT SAT II AP

We offer a wide range of 
comprehensive test prepara-
tion courses. Along with a 
revision of the subject's funda-
mentals we will help you 
understand the tests inside 
out.

• Free diagnostic test & in-depth 
   analysis

• Guidance for weak area 
   improvement

• Comprehensive drills for all 
   sections 

• Test-taking strategies

• Online practice tools

• Full-length practice tests

• Complete course coverage

Math, English, Sciences

We offer one of the most 
comprehensive tutoring 
programs available today. 
Guaranteed improvement in 
3-6 months for committed 
students.

• Homework help

• Quiz/Test preparation

• Weekly grades monitoring and 
   corrective actions

• Additional practice drills & Online 
   practice tools 

• Parallel common core course - 
   Math & English 

Counseling & College App

Selecting a career can be a 
daunting task given the 
number of options available 
today. The counselors at 
Gurukul can help you narrow 
down and select the best 
options which relate to your 
interests, skills and goals and 
are also aligned with your 
academic capabilities

• College selection

• Career guidance and selection

• High school roadmap

• College application and essay 
    help

• Scholarship &, Financial 
   aid/FAFSA guidance

Gurukul is a leading Tutoring and Test-Prep institute based in Artesia, California. We offer a wide range of 

tutoring programs for your crucial Elementary, Middle and High School years. Be it a matter of GPA improve-

ment or taking a critical test like SAT, we cater to all your requirements. Our professional experienced staff 

will leave no stone unturned in pursuit of your goals.

Gurukul Academy
Building a strong foundation

17510 Pioneer Blvd. Ste 203
Artesia, CA (90701)

www.trygurukul.com 

(209) 487-8585

info@trygurukul.com

Tutoring Test Preparation Consulting

Afterschool program available with pick up from select ABC district schools. 
Free trial class and consulting. Call and reserve your spot today !

Now o�ering one-on-one online tutoring via zoom 

Orange County Indian Women 
Celebrate Women’s Day

India-West Staff Reporter

SANTA ANA, CA - Orange County Indian 

Women (OCIW) celebrated International 

Women’s Day on March 10 at the Elk’s 

Lodge, here. The event was attended by more 

than a hundred women from all walks of life.

The celebration began with an inspiring 

presentation by the group’s president, Dr. 

Seema Choudhary, in which she discussed 

the role OCIW has played in the lives of the 

2000 strong Indian women members of 

the group. She spoke about how the group 

was initially conceptualized as a nurturing 

friend group and has evolved now into a 

powerful platform for the Indian women of 

OC to come together and share their ideas, 

resources, and experiences.

Keynote speaker Nada Lena Nasserdeen, a 

bestselling author, spoke on the topic “Rise 

up for You - Closing the gap between You and 

Your Potential”. She focused on the issues 

faced by women, especially with regards to 

identifying their innate potential and the sub-

sequent quest to use this ability to empower 

themselves. She shared her personal stories, 

which resonated with the audience. During 

the ensuing brief Q&A session with her, the 

members were able to ask questions to get a 

better understanding of how to summon their 

inner warrior and break the invisible barriers, 

which often hold them back.

The guests participated in an icebreaker 

and a sumptuous three-course dinner fol-

lowed by an award ceremony, to present 

certificates to the volunteers for their con-

tribution to the organization.

The guests also had a chance to shop at 

the stalls set up at the event, which included 

beauty products, financial and academic 

services, apparel, photo, and social services 

booths. The event concluded with a DJ in-

viting the guests to dance the night away to 

the beat of pulsating Indian dance numbers.

COMMUNITY

India International Impact Introduces 
Holi To Opinion Leaders In SoCal

India-West Staff Reporter

LOS ANGELES, CA – On March 21, In-

dia International Impact held an event to 

introduce the festival of Holi and the culture 

of India, it said, to “influential 

people” in the Los Angeles area.

The lineup included live dance 

and music, along with videos 

showing Holi celebrations from 

Bollywood movies and from re-

cent visits to New Delhi by Ameri-

can Commerce Secretary Gina 

Raimondo and Australian Prime 

Minister Anthony Albanese.

In the room were representa-

tives of two of the Quad coun-

tries: Consul General Kenko Sone and Con-

sul Mayumi Tsubakimoto from Japan as well 

as Kelly and Kershyn from the Australian 

Consulate in Los Angeles.

Attorney Navneet Chugh spoke about phi-

lanthropist Dr Navin Doshi and presented 

him with a plaque recognizing his support 

of India International Impact.

The crowning component occurred when 

guests and hosts showered one another with 

large amounts of colorful flower petals in 

to simulate the bacchanalia of joy that the 

festival of Holi represents.  One of the hosts, 

Gunjan Bagla, was in mid-speech when 

Christine Peterson, Director of the Interna-

tional Office of Mayor Karen Bass and Roopa 

Masten joyously rushed him with flowers.

Guests included David Abel who runs the 

Verde Exchange Conference and his wife 

Brenda Levin, a celebrity architect who has 

restored the Griffith Observatory, Grand 

Central Market and Dodger Stadium, all 

icons of Los Angeles. 

Alisssa Bernstein, Associate Director of 

the American Jewish Committee attended as 

did two senior representatives from the City 

of Long Beach, the second largest munici-

pality in LA county. The CEO of the World 

Affairs Council of Orange County, Richard 

Downie was present as well.  

Held on the campus of Loyola Marymount 

University, the guests for the March 21 event 

included the Dean of the Business School, 

Dayle Smith and the Senior Director of Busi-

ness Development & Strategy, Nola Wanta. 

The program chair and emcee for the event 

was community leader Smita Bagla.  India 

International Impact promotes a better un-

derstanding of India and US-India relations 

for mainstream Americans and the interna-

tional community in Southern California.

Consul General Kenko Sone with Smita and Gunjan Bagla.
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COMMUNITY
GOPIO International Team Sworn-In 
With Lal Motwani As New President

Step2StepUp Honors 24 Women

India-West Staff Reporter

NEW YORK, NY – The Global Organiza-
tion of People of Indian Origin (GOPIO) 
swore to office, on March 4, its new team 
in a virtual ceremony. 

Veteran community leader from New 
York, Lal Motwani took office as the or-
ganization’s new President. Motwani is a 
founder and life member of GOPIO.

Others sworn in at the ceremony were 
Umesh Chandra from Brisbane, Australia 
as Executive Vice President; Los Angeles 
area community leader Kewal Kanda as 
Vice President; New Jersey businessman 
Prakash Shah as Global Ambassador, and 
community activist Jasbir ‘Nami’ Kaur as 

International Coordinator-at-Large.
Five more Regional International Coor-

dinators were also sworn-in: Businessman 
Roger Latchman from Johannesburg, 
South Africa as Africa Coordinator; Engi-
neering Entrepreneur Deo Gosine (Trini-
dad and New York) as Caribbean Coordi-
nator; Real Estate Investor Ashok Madan 
of Southern California as North America 
Coordinator; engineer Harmohan Singh 
Walia of Sydney, Australia as Oceania 
Coordinator and New Delhi businessman 
Dhiraj Ahuja as South Asia Coordinator. 

Dr. Thomas Abraham, Chairman of GO-
PIO welcomed the participants from all con-
tinents and highlighted the services provided 
by GOPIO Chapters during the pandemic.

India-West Staff Reporter

YORBA LINDA, CA - Step2StepUp Inc 
held ‘A Tribute to 24 Successful, Inspiring 
Women in the Nation’ on March 11 at the 
Bombay Grill, Bar & Banquet, here. The 
event organizers found themselves on storm 
watch, days prior to the event to ensure that 
the elegance of the red-carpet event would 
not be compromised but with the coopera-
tion of attendees were able to pull it off well.

The emcee, Chanel Beery, kick started this 
high impact event with an audience lamp 
lighting, which was followed thereafter by 
a prayer and the National Anthems of both 
USA and India, sung by Priyadarshini Roy.

The 2023 Step Up and Soar challenge, 
featured 24 youth entrepreneurs from the 
organization’s US, India and Africa Chapters. 

Team USA was mentored by Chanel Beery, 
who assisted 15 young men and women in 
writing up a business plan that would make 
a positive impact in their communities with 
a modest $50 budget.  The Africa chapter 
had 5 students who were represented and 
mentored by Susan Seats and Ramesh Thalli 
and the India chapter had 4 students who 
were mentored by Shravan Tedla.

Each of the 24 awardees was honored on 
the red carpet as the crowd listened to each of 
their inspiring messages. It was interspersed 
with edgy comedy by Mona Shaikh.

The keynote speaker, Srividya Nagaraju 
asked the over 150 guests to invest time into 
better knowing themselves, which, she said, 
would lead them to understanding how it 
aligned to their dreams, skills, and actions 
for the greater good.

The newely installed GOPIO team.

The event was a celebration of inspirational women.
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COMMUNITY

Dr. R. Salwan
PRESIDENT

Dr.D.P.Singh Nagra
CHAIRMAN

For Webinars, Seminars and Home Study Registration, 
Call: 909-933-9076 or Text 909-638-2226. 

Register online at www.pdsociety.com

LEADER IN DENTAL CONTINUING EDUCATION OVER 7000 MEMBER STRONG

Shriji Mandir Conducts Ceremonies 
For Its New, Upcoming Temple

India-West Staff Re-

porter

BELLFLOWER, CA - Shriji 

Mandir on March 18, held 

a bhumi pujan celebration 

here, for its proposed and 

upcoming ‘haveli’ or temple. 

More than 500 people at-

tended and witnessed the 

ceremony with joy and rev-

erence. The program began 

with the recital of the ‘Yamu-

nastak’ by Jayshree Gohil. 

This was followed by religious 

ceremonies including the 

kalas puja, bhumi puja and 

a shanti yagna conducted by 

Praful Joshi.

Shriji Mandir President, 

Bhargav Patel, welcomed ev-

eryone and gave details of the 

new building in his speech. 

He emphasized that the new 

temple site was for all Vaish-

navs. Temple leader Rekha 

Bajaria also appreciated the 

support from the community.

On the next day, March 19, 

Shriji Mandir celebrated the 

sixth Patasov with bhajans 

by Jayshree Gohil and par-

ty.  Paulomi Pandit’s dance 

school performed to famous 

bhajans including, ‘Aja ni Ghadi,’ 

and ‘Mara Ghat Ma Birajata Shri-

A model rendering of the proposed new temple.

The devotees participated in the ceremonies.            Photos : Kantibhai Mistry

nathji.’ Kavita Teli also danced to 

‘Muje Charano She Lagado.’

The event concluded with a 

Nanda Mahatsov.

In Fremont, Odia Community Marks 
Dola Purnima Melana, Holi

India-West Staff Reporter

FREMONT, CA – Over 800 

devotees thronged the event orga-

nized by the Jagannath Cultural 

and Educational Center on March 

12 to celebrate Dola Purnima 

Melana and Holi at 

the Asthalakshmi 

temple, here.

Held outdoors, 

t h e  i n t e r m i t -

tent drizzle did 

nothing to deter 

the mood of the 

people who had 

come in droves. 

The  Melana  i s 

the gathering in 

which palanquins 

of Radha-Krishna 

and Madan Mo-

han are carried by 

devotees on their 

shoulders. Volun-

teers had made the 

palanquins, deco-

rating them in the 

unique pattachitra 

style of art. The 

decorations and 

artistic work were 

one of the most talked about topics 

by the devotees and guests.

Devotees did the parikrama 

of the venue while carrying and 

singing the name of the Lord. This 

was followed by sankirtan by the 

ISKCON group which enhanced 

the religious atmosphere.

The Holi celebrations where 

plumes of color filled the grounds, 

had many guests who graced the 

occasion, join in. Fremont city 

Mayor Lily Mei and Councilmem-

ber Desrie Campbell who were 

present, handed official city proc-

lamations to JCEC in acknowledg-

ment of their work.
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Discounts up to $6000 maximum. Due to maximum seller
concession rules applicable to purchase loan transactions, this
discount could be less than $6000 in some cases where other

concessions have been made to the consumer. Please consult your
loan officer with questions about these maximum seller concession

rules. Subject to borrower and property qualifications. Not all
applicants will qualify. NMLS ID #6606. Licensed by the Department

of Financial Protection and Innovation under the California
Residential Mortgage Lending Act. Corporate office 14511 Myford

Rd., Suite 100, Tustin, CA 92780. Phone: (800) 450-2010. 12/2022

New Home?
First Time Buyers receive up to $6,000

in financial assistance with New

American Funding's Pathway Program.

Primary residence purchase only - 1 unit

First Time Buyers only

Available in designated areas

Minimum credit score of 620

New Year,

Scan to visit

my website

Loan Consultant | NMLS # 2147454

SANJAY SHARMA

818-913-8459
Sanjay.Sharma@nafinc.com

Call to learn more

about this program

5 Year Rate Protection Pledge 

Buy now and we'll refinance you into a lower rate

and remove repeat fees if rates drop in the next

five years. 

This program is for limited time period.

Arun Subramanian Becomes First Indian American NY District Court Judge
NEW YORK, NY (IANS) - Indian 

American Arun Subramanian has 

been confirmed as the District 

Judge for the Southern District 

of New York, Senator Charles 

Schumer announced.

Subramanian, who replaces 

Alison J. Nathan, now becomes 

the first South Asian judge to serve 

on the powerful bench. “Arun 

Subramanian is the epitome of 

the American Dream and a history 

maker: the child of hard-working 

immigrants from India, he will 

become the first South Asian on 

the Southern District bench, in an 

area with a deep and diverse South 

Asian community,” Schumer said.

Subramanian’s name for the top 

appointment was championed by 

Senator Schumer.

“Subramanian is a first-rate 

legal mind and a steadfast con-

sumer protection expert who has 

spent his legal career defend-

ing consumers and individuals 

injured by unfair and illegal 

practices. He has also protected 

whistleblowers and defended 

victims of trafficking in child 

pornography,” Schumer added.

“I am confident he will bring 

remarkable legal talent and ex-

perience, integrity and profes-

sionalism to the federal court. 

He will follow the law where it 

takes him, in the pursuit of fair 

and impartial justice,” Schumer 

said. Subramanian’s nomination 

was first announced by the White 

House in September 2022.

Born in Pittsburgh, PA in 1979 

to immigrant parents from South 

India, Subramanian graduated 

Richard Verma 

Confirmed As Deputy 
Secretary Of State

WASHINGTON, DC (IANS) - 

Indian American Richard Verma 

has been confirmed as Deputy 

Secretary of State, Management 

and Resources by the Senate by a 

vote of 67-26.

In his new role, Verma will be 

responsible for directing, coor-

dinating, and supervising State 

Department operations such as 

foreign assistance and civilian 

response programs.

Verma previously served as US 

Ambassador to India (2015-17) 

during the Obama administration, 

becoming the first person of Indian 

descent to hold that position.

He is presently the Chief Legal 

Officer and Head of Global Public 

Policy at Mastercard. He also 

Former Ambassador to India Richard Verma.

Judge Arun Subramanian.

summa cum laude from Case 

Western Reserve University in 

2001 with a bachelor’s degree in 

computer science and English.

Three years later, he earned his 

law degree from Columbia Law 

School as a James Kent & Harlan 

Fiske Stone Scholar.

He currently serves as a partner 

with Susman Godfrey 

where he’s spent his 

career defending con-

sumers and individuals 

injured by unfair and 

illegal practices, includ-

ing public entities and 

whistleblowers.

His victories include 

securing more than 

$400 million for state 

and federal govern-

ments through a lawsuit 

connected to Novartis 

Pharmaceuticals; gain-

ing $590 million in set-

tlements from LIBOR in 

an ongoing price-fixing 

class action; and achieving a $100 

million judgment in a federal 

residential mortgage-backed se-

curities case against Flagstar Bank 

after the crisis of 2008.

served as the Assistant Secretary 

of State for Legislative Affairs, 

where he led the State Depart-

ment’s efforts on Capitol Hill.

A US Air Force veteran, Verma 

served on active duty as a Judge 

Advocate. His military decora-

tions include the Meritorious 

Service Medal and Air Force 

Commendation Medal.

Verma is the recipient of the 

State Department’s Distinguished 

Service Award, the Council on 

Foreign Relations International 

Affairs Fellowship, and was ranked 

by India Abroad as one of the 50 

most influential Indian Americans.

He holds laws degrees from 

Georgetown University and Ameri-

can University.
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PUNJAB PALACE
C  U  I  S  I  N  E  S   O  F   I  N  D  I  A

1766 University Ave, Ste. 102, Riverside, CA 92507

951-686-9968

Voted The Best Restaurant in Riverside by Press Enterprise

Specializing in Tandoori items (Clay Oven) 
Vegetarian and Non-Vegetarian University Avenue, Riverside

Raj Sharma - Owner

Tuesday to Sunday

11:30 AM to 3:00 PM

5 PM to 10 PM

Voted The Best Restaurant in Riverside by Press Enterprise

$12.95
plus tax

Tuesday to Sunday

Specialized 

in Catering
We Cater to 

All Parties, Big & Small
For Catering call Raj: 

951-756-8356

A Sound Future for All: High School Junior’s Crusade 
for Deaf Children

Rohan Panchal advocates for govern-

ment action to ensure affordable access to 

hearing aids for children.

LOS ALTOS, Calif. – March 28, 2023 – A 

passionate Los Altos high school junior, 

Rohan Panchal, is on a mission to address 

the issues facing deaf children in Califor-

nia by advocating for government action 

and support to ensure affordable access 

to hearing aids. Panchal, also an accom-

plished musician, is using his platform to 

raise awareness about the challenges deaf 

children face in communication, educa-

tion, and social interaction.  

Thousands of children in California and 

across the U.S. are affected by hearing loss, 

and many face significant barriers due to 

the high cost of hearing aids. A recent study 

found that only 30% of children with hear-

ing loss in the United States have access to 

the devices they need. Medicaid and HACCP 

cover up to $1,500 for hearing aids every 

three years; however, the average cost of 

hearing aids is $6,000, leaving parents with 

a substantial out-of-pocket expense.

Panchal is calling on the government 

to increase support for deaf children by 

revising coverage for hearing aids. He 

recommends increasing the coverage 

amount to $5,000 and improving coverage 

for children aged 1-12 by providing a new 

hearing aid every two years. These changes 

would ensure that all children have access 

to the care they need, regardless of their 

family’s financial situation.

The benefits of providing hear-

ing aids to children are clear. 

Children with hearing loss who 

receive appropriate treatment, 

including hearing aids, are more 

likely to succeed academically, 

socially, and professionally. By 

investing in hearing aids for chil-

dren today, the government can 

save money in the long run by 

reducing the need for expensive 

interventions later in life.

Panchal ’s  advocacy  has 

gained the attention of Con-

gressman Ro Khanna, Repre-

sentative of California’s 17th 

District, who is now working 

with him to address this press-

ing issue. He is also working 

on Congresswoman Anna Es-

hoo’s student advisory board, 

Representative of California’s 

16th District, to bring this 

social justice issue to light. By 

working together, they aim to 

create policies that ensure all 

children can access the devices 

they require and that families 

receive the support necessary to 

navigate the complex process of 

obtaining hearing aids.

Contact: 

rohanpanchal@gmail.com Panchal with Congressman Ro Khanna



APRIL 2023 – P13INDIA WEST

Saahas for Cause Celebrates Cultural 
Diversity at USC’s Cultural Artivism Expo

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA - Saahas for 
Cause, a non-profit organization, participated 
in the Cultural Artivism Expo at USC on 
March 24th, 2023. The event was a celebra-
tion of the cultural diversity present on the 
USC campus, featuring various art, dance, 
music, and food from different cultures. 
Saahas for Cause, known for its commitment 
to creating a positive impact in society, put 
together a great art mural that all students 
could participate in and make their own.

The event was well-attended by a diverse 
group of students who enjoyed being a part 
of the mural activity while also learning 
about Indian culture and values. The art mu-
ral, created by Saahas for Cause, was a stun-
ning display of 
creativity and 
inclusivity 
that allowed 
participants 
t o  e x p r e s s 
themselves in 
a collaborative 
setting. The 
mural was a 
testament to 
the power of 
art as a means 
o f  b r i n g i n g 
people from 
different cul-
tures together.

In addition 

to the art mural, Saahas for Cause distributed 
Anti Hate Educational Material (AHEM) and 
PPEs to attendees. The organization’s com-
mitment to social responsibility and commu-
nity outreach was evident in the thoughtful 
distribution of AHEM material and PPEs, 
which highlighted the importance of public 
health and safety.

Overall, Saahas for Cause’s participa-
tion in USC’s Cultural Artivism Expo was 
a resounding success. The event provided 
an opportunity for students to engage with 
different cultures and learn more about 
South Aisan culture and values while also 
promoting social responsibility and com-
munity outreach.
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OVER 45 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE * 
90% PLUS SUCCESS

“Professionalism, Reliability, and Results in our Motto”

DIVORCE/

NULLIFICATION OF MARRIAGE
– Even without the concent of the other party

– For those who are illegally staying in the U.S.

TEL: (213) 386-7148
1-888-505-9120

Fax: 213-386-1576

If you want results, contact us:

Law Offices of  HARESH JAMBUSARIA, INC.

IMMIGRATION SPECIALIST

H1-B & LABOR CERTIFICATION SPECIALIST

The quota under employment category is moving fast for aliens born 
in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, England, U.K. and Canada etc.

It is possible to precess and get Green Card on the 
employment skilled worker category or professional 

position within 1 year and half  years to 2 years.

• Relative Petition
• Fiance´(e) Visa
• “K” Visa
• Student Visa
• Citizenship
• Deportation

• Consular Processing
• H-1B Visa
• Intracompany Transferee
• Treaty Trader/Investor
• 9th Circuit Litigation

MONEY BACK 

GUARANTEE (LEGAL FEE) 

FOR LABOR 

CERTIFICATION (PERM)

6404 Wilshire Blvd., 
Suite 845, 

Los Angeles, CA 90048
Email: hareshlaw@yahoo.com

www.hareshlaw.com
HARESH JAMBUSARIA

AGENT, NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

• Life Insurance
• Retirement Planning
• Buy/Sell Agreement Funding
• College/Education Funding
• Mutual Funds*
• Estate Planning *Offered by NYLIFE Securities LLC

CA Insurance. Lic# OA95351

Bus: 800-787-3047

Res: 310-417-3881

Cell: 213-445-4358

Fax: 310-417-3631

SATISH PATEL

Registered Representative, NYLIFE Securities LLC (Member FINRA/SIPC)

A Licensed Insurance Agency and New York Life company
6300 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 2010 • Los Angeles, CA 90048

(323) 782-3000 • satishpatel@ft.newyorklife.com

A Licensed Insurance Agency
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Neel Moudgal Wins $250K 
Regeneron Science Prize

NEW YORK, NY (IANS) An 

Indian-origin teen has won a 

prestigious high schoolers’ science 

prize of $250,000 for developing 

a computer model to predict the 

structure of RNA molecules that 

can aid in quickly diagnosing 

diseases.

Neel Moudgal, 17, was an-

nounced the winner of the Regen-

eron Science Talent competition 

on March 14.

Ambika Grover, 17, was ranked 

sixth for an $80,000 award and 

Siddhu Pachipala, 18, placed ninth 

for a $50,000 prize.

About 2,000 high school stu-

dents competed in the Science 

Talent Search with 40 selected for 

the final round.

According to the Society for 

Science that ran the competition 

sponsored by Regeneron Pharma-

ceuticals, Moudgal’s computational 

biology and bioinformatics project 

“can rapidly and reliably predict 

the structure of various RNA 

molecules to facilitate the devel-

opment of novel diagnostics and 

therapeutic drugs for diseases such 

was chosen by the finalists as most 

exemplifying them, also was given 

the Seaborg Award.

The winners of the Science 

Talent Search program originally 

sponsored by Westinghouse and 

now associated with the current 

sponsor Regeneron have gone on 

to win 11 Nobel Prizes and two 

Fields Medals for mathematics.

George Yancopoulos, the co-

founder and president of the New 

York State-headquartered Regen-

eron, was himself the Science Tal-

ent Search winner in 1976.

That experience convinced him 

to work on curing diseases and 

added: “I can only hope this year’s 

students will be similarly inspired 

to become the next generation 

of scientists, engineers and in-

novators that will develop and 

advance solutions for the world’s 

greatest challenges’ exemplifying 

them, also was given the Seaborg 

Award. The winners of the Science 

Talent Search program originally 

sponsored by Westinghouse and 

now associated with the current 

sponsor Regeneron have gone on 

to win 11 Nobel Prizes and two 

Fields Medals for mathematics.

George Yancopoulos, the co-

founder and president of the New 

York State-headquartered

Regeneron, was himself the Sci-

ence Talent Search winner in 1976.

That experience convinced 

him to work on curing diseases 

and added: “I can only hope this 

year’s students will be similarly 

inspired to become the next gen-

eration of scientists, engineers 

and innovators that will develop 

and advance solutions for the 

world’s greatest challenges.”

as cancer, autoimmune diseases 

and viral infections.”

Grover developed an inject-

able microbubble to break up 

blood clots and treat stroke vic-

tims y restoring the blood flow 

to the brain.

Pachipala used machine 

learning to assess a patient’s 

suicide risk. By analyzing a 

patient’s journal entries the 

semantics in an individual’s 

writing could be correlated with 

their psychological health and 

risk of suicide. Pachipala, who 
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17510 Pioneer Blvd. Ste. 204 Artesia, CA (90701)

CA Lic - 1080043

(562) 443-4040  |  info@buildrite.us  |  www.buildrite.us

BUILDRITE CONSTRUCTION

TURNKEY CONSTRUCTION SOLUTIONS
Buildrite is a one stop solution for all your Design and Construction requirements. We cater
to a variety of residential and commercial projects offering end to end turnkey solutions.

DESIGN BUILD PROCESS ADUs and JADUs

CUSTOM HOMESADDITIONS

Design Build is a construction process that provides owners 
with a single point of contact for both the design and 
construction phases of a project. Buildrite is a full-service 
design and build company offering following services.

We take off all the burden from your shoulders - just let us 
know your requirement and we will turn your vision into 
reality ensuring that your project is finished on time and 
within budget.

New California laws make it easier than ever to build an acces-
sory dwelling unit (ADU) on your property. Now CALFHA is 
offering a grant for up to $40,000 for building ADUs.

An ADU is a secondary housing unit on a single-family residen-
tial lot. It can be attached to the primary house like a convert-
ed garage, or unattached like a free-standing cottage. You 
can create an ADU/JADU from a new or existing structure.

Creating a custom home is a large undertaking and you want 
to make the process as simple and enjoyable as possible. 
Buildrite offers ground up construction either from an unde-
veloped parcel of land or by demolishing an existing struc-
ture and building a new one in its place. We can help you with 
the whole process from concept to completion.

With sky-rocketing property prices and rapidly increasing 
demand for residential space it makes more sense to maxi-
mize the covered area in your lot. Be it room additions on the 
ground floor or constructing a new second floor on your exist-
ing house our team can help realize your vision.

Additions can be complicated as we must ensure that both 
new construction and the old structures comply with code. 
We work closely with city planning and building to ensure 
that new additions comply with the local requirements.

Plus - Multifamily units, Apartments and various other Commercial Projects. 
Give us a call today to discuss your project.

• Conceptual design
• Estimation
• Architectural and structural design
• Approvals, Licenses and Permits
• Utility agencies approvals

• Material procurement
• Construction
• Inspections
• Final delivery

• Maximize lot utilization
• Improve your existing layouts
• Expand your first floor
• Add a second floor

• Conceptual design 
• Various architectural design styles 
• Latest Features and Technologies
• Plans and approvals
• Construction
• Code compliance & Inspections
• Final delivery and handover
• Warranty

• Independent residential unit up to 1200 sf
• Attached, Detached, Converted space
• Rental, Secondary unit, Granny unit, Office
• Various layouts – Studio, 1-, 2- and 3-bedroom units
• Maximize lot utilization
• JADUs up to 500 sf
• Raise your property’s value
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For Zakir Hussain, The Tabla Is Of His Flesh And Blood, 
An Extension Of His Being

By NIMMI    
RAGHUNATHAN

Ustad Zakir Hussain is 72. 
Who knew? On stage, the per-

cussion master is the forever 
youthful one with his dancing 
curls, high energy, and fingers 
that flash quicker than a humming 
bird’s wings. 

Just as it is hard to pin him down 
about his physical age, Hussain de-
fies categorization otherwise too: 
he is gloriously, a bit of everything. 
In a Bollywood thumping world, 
a purist who can get the tabla to 
sing and stun; one who declines 
performing at social events where 
music is not the purpose of the 

gathering. In a traditional world, 
he is the adventurer who daringly 
ventures into new mediums and 
new sounds. 

But no matter which aspect you 
encounter him in first, it becomes 
quickly obvious he is, unarguably, 
brilliant.  To witness him playing 
the table on stage is to have the 
mind, intellect, and heart in pleas-
ing synch. 

A grateful world has accordingly 
showered him with every accolade 
possible - Padma Vibhushan, 
Grammy, National Endowment for 
the Arts Fellowship...it is possible 
he himself can’t recall or recount 
all of them. 

Hussain, needs no introduction 
but the salient fact that he is the 
son and student of the inimitable 
Ustad Allahrakha Qureshi bears 
repeating, for it is rare for an off-
spring to follow so splendidly the 
path set by a parent and guru. 

On the eve of his upcoming tour 
“Masters of Percussion” (*see 
more below) where every two 
years for several decades now, 
Hussain gathers up accomplished 
musicians, mostly percussion, 
and presents them in America, 
he answered a few questions for 
India-West:

Q: Can you explain your rela-
tionship with the tabla? What does 
it mean to you?

A: It is an inseparable part of me; 
it is for me of my flesh and blood. 
It took a long time to cultivate this 
oneness and have the tabla spirit 
embrace me as kin. I now can speak 
with my guru/father in the lan-
guage that transcends mere words.

Q: What do you think your father 
would say if he saw you today?

A: He would probably point out 
my very visible faults that I need to 
address and correct in my playing. 
He was a perfectionist, something 
that is far in the distance for me yet.

Q: Is all music spiritual or is it to 
be found mainly in the traditions 

espoused by ustads and vidwans 
of the past? 

A: For me all music to a degree, 
is spiritual. It depends also on what 
is defined as spiritual. A musician’s 
creativity involves exposing one’s 
spirit to the audience in whatever 
mood the said spirit might be in. I 
don’t think that vidwans and ustads 
have a monopoly over this idea.

Q: Since rhythm’s language is so 
universal, does that make it easier 
for you to collaborate with other 
musical forms than say a veena or 
sarangi player? 

A: Yes, it is much easier for a 
rhythm player to collaborate with 
other rhythm maestros represent-
ing different traditions.

 Q: What has been the fulfillment 
for you in your collaborations 
with other masters like Bela Fleck 
or John McLaughlin?

A: Relationships between musi-
cians have to be cultivated over 
time and must go through many 
layers of understanding to arrive at 
a comfort level point, only then can 
joyful and ecstatic music be made. 
Music should not be created as a 9 
am to 5 pm discipline. Music will 
awake when it wants and the posi-
tive energy it entails overcomes any 
negative feeling.

Q: There is a lot of debate on the 
issue of nepotism in Indian cinema. 
But hasn’t this been the case in In-
dian classical music and dance too?

A: (In music) A guru does not go 
looking for a talented disciple, the 
student must walk the extra mile 
to find the right guru.

Q: ‘Zakir Hussain and Masters 
of Percussion.’ What has changed 
in 30 years with audiences?

A: Audiences the world over have 
become well informed and more 
discerning. Digital platforms allow 
the audience to educate themselves 
with any and every form of art out 
there. It is very satisfying to get on 
stage these days and not have to 
worry about the fans in the theater 

not following that which is being 
created for them on stage. 

Q: What happens when all the 
Qureshis are under one roof for 
a day? 

A: There is plenty of food, laughter, 
and good times when the Qureshis 
assemble. Love is all around; it is 
indeed a wonderful place.

* For the past 30 years, Za-
kir Hussain has served curator, 
conductor and producer for his 
series, ‘Zakir Hussain and Masters 
of Percussion,’ which brings the 
cream of Indian music and world 
percussion to tour America and 
Europe. It began as a platform 
for both popular and rarely heard 
rhythm traditions from India. Over 
the years, Hussain has sought and 
unearthed lesser-known folk and 
classical traditions which feed 
into the greater stream of Indian 
music, playing an educational role 
in affording them greater visibil-
ity, as well as introducing them to 
audiences in the West. This year, it 
will include Sabir Khan (sarangi), 
Navin Sharma (dholak), Tupac 
Mantilla (from Columbia) and 
Melissa Hie (playing the djembe, 
from Burkina Faso).  

For schedule and details: 
https://zakirhussain.com/tour/

The master on stage.
 Photo: Jim Bennett

Photo: Paul Joseph 
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Ambala Sweets & Snacks

All kinds of Punjabi, Gujarati, South Indian Snacks, Chaat, Pakora, Kulfi and Thali available

All Kinds of Sweets & Namkeen for all occasions Available

A House of Indian Traditional Sweets & Snacks

18433 Pioneer Blvd, Artesia, CA 90701 • 562-402-0006

SWEETS: 

• Jalebi • Boondi Laddu • Barfi (Kaju/Pista/Almond/Plain) • Rasgulla • Peda • Petha • Amarti • Cham Cham 

• Gulab Jamun • Kalakand  • Karachi Halwa • Milk Cake • Ras Malai • Baalu Shahi

NAMKEEN: 

Kaju Masala • Dalmoth/Moong/Channa  Chevda Mix • Sevian • Mathi • Gathia

CATERING SPECIALIST

Order online on our website - www.ambalasweets.us

Discussion On Harmony And Safety Within 
The Indian American Community Held

India-West Staff Reporter

SAN FRANCISCO, CA - A roundtable 

discussion was held with officials from the 

Department of Justice and members of the 

Hindu, Sikh, Jain, and Muslim communities 

to address recent concerns amongst Indian 

Americans of safety and security, and ten-

sions within.

The March 28 event, a press release said, 

aimed to promote under-

standing. The meeting 

was held following the 

attack on the Indian con-

sulate in San Francisco 

by Khalistani elements, 

threats aimed at the In-

dian embassy in Wash-

ington and an attack on 

a journalist there.

The attend-

ees engaged 

in a respectful 

and produc-

tive dialog, 

sharing their 

thoughts, 

i d e a s ,  a n d 

experiences. 

The discus-

s i o n  h i g h -

l ighted the 

importance 

of respecting 

and valuing diverse perspectives within the 

community.

Department of Justice representatives 

Harpreet Mokha and Vincent Player were 

present at the event to listen to the commu-

nity’s concerns and offer support.

After the attack on the Indian consulate 

here, participants discussed strategies to 

ensure that those in need of visas, passports, 

and OCI services can access them without 

facing protesters or feeling unsafe.

The attendees emphasized the importance 

of peaceful protests and the need for educa-

tion and training for community members 

on how to protest peacefully and within the 

limits of the law. Violent protestors and 

abusive behavior have no place in society, 

and it’s essential to prevent these incidents 

from occurring, they concurred.  

“We are here today to come together 

and have a conversation about how we can 

promote understanding, build stronger 

relationships, and ensure safety and secu-

rity for everyone,” said Ajay Bhutoria who 

hosted the roundtable. “By coming together 

today, we can begin to develop strategies 

and solutions to promote peace, harmony, 

and understanding within our community.”

Ajay Bhutoria brought together interested parties following the attack on the San Francisco consulate.   
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California Legislator Introduces Bill To Make Caste Discrimination Illegal
SACRAMENTO, CA (IANS) - 

An Afghan-American lawmaker 
in California has introduced a bill 

to make caste discrimination il-
legal and if passed, it will become 
the first ever US state to outlaw 

discrimination based on caste.
The bill was authored and in-

troduced on March 23 by Demo-

crat Senator Aisha Wahab, who 
proposed to add caste as a pro-
tected category in California’s 
anti-discrimination laws along-
side gender, race and disability.

This development comes a 
month after Seattle became the 
first US city to ban caste-based 
discrimination after a vote by the 
local council.

Speaking to the BBC, Wahab 
said: “I’ve had friends tell me that 
their parents immigrated to this 
country because they belong to 
different castes and (their) fami-
lies weren’t accepting of that.”

Supporters of the bill have said 
that caste discrimination needs a 
legislative solution.

Several educational, corporate, 

and political institutions in Cali-
fornia have already formulated 
anti-caste discrimination policies.

Last year, California State 
University (Cal State), the larg-
est public university system 
in the US, approved a policy 
change which added caste as 
a protected category. Also in 
2022, Apple announced that it 
had updated its employee policy 
two years earlier to prohibit 
caste discrimination.

In 2021, the California Demo-
cratic Party added caste as a 
protected category to its code 
of conduct. The workers’ union 
at Alphabet, Google’s parent 
company, has issued a statement 
supporting Wahab’s bill.
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11938 Paramount Blvd.,  
Downey, CA 90242

433 W. 4th street, Ste. 100
Montebello, CA 90640.

8500 Florence Ave., Suite 101
Downey, CA 90240

15141 Whittier Blvd., Ste. 120
Whittier, CA 90603

12472 Washington Blvd.,
Whittier, CA 90602

2621 S. Bristol Ave. Suite 105, 
Santa Ana, CA 92807

14359 Pioneer Blvd. Suite A
Norwalk, CA 90650

4811 Florence Ave.,
Bell, CA 90201

741 S Orange Ave., 
West Covina, CA 91790

3625 M. L. K. Jr Blvd,  Unit 8 
Lynwood, CA 90262

29525 Canwood St., Ste. 200
Agoura Hills, CA 91301

Open 7 days a week, from 
9am - 9pm

X-Rays & Ultrasounds 
NOW Available!

WALK-INS WELCOME
WAIT-TIME IS 15 MINUTES!

AME Medical Group, Inc. Est. 1997

3300 South Street, Suite 209
Long Beach, CA 90805

@amemedicalgroup amemedical Ask About Our COSMETIC SERVICES

Rapid Antigen Testing
Results in 15 minutes  

No Insurance needed 

Just $75FREE
Pfi zer 

vaccine 
available at our 

Downey Location 
(by appointment only)

• Nasal Swab PCR testing
• Results within 36 hours

• With Insurance FREE
• Without Insurance $150

By Appointment only 
Call: 562-923-6060

PCR Covid-19 Testing
In all our offices

Now offering FREE

• Pfizer booster available
• Antibody testing to 

check immunity

FREE

25

US Watching Rahul’s Case In Indian Courts: State Department
WASHINGTON, DC (IANS) - A 

US Department of State spokes-
person has said that Washington 
is watching Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi’s case in Indian 
courts in the wake of the latter’s 
disqualification as an MP follow-
ing a defamation case.

During a press briefing on 
March 27 when asked if Rahul 
Gandhi’s disqualification was 
consistent with democratic val-
ues, the Department’s Principal 
Deputy Spokesperson Vedant 
Patel said: “Respect for the rule of 
law and judicial independence is 

a cornerstone of any democracy, 
and we’re watching Mr. Gandhi’s 
case in Indian courts, and we 
engage with the government of 
India on our shared commitment 
to democratic values -- including, 
of course, freedom of expression.

“In our engagements with our 
Indian partners, we continue to 
highlight the importance of demo-
cratic principles and the protec-
tion of human rights, including 
freedom of expression, as a key to 
strengthening both our democ-

racies.” In response to another 
query if the US was still engag-
ing with Rahul as the opposition 
leader, Patel said that although 
he did not have “any specific 
engagements to read out... it is 
normal and standard for us to 
engage with members of opposi-
tion parties in any country where 
we have bilateral relationships”.

On March 24, Rahul Gandhi 
was disqualified as member of 
the Lok Sabha, a day after his 
conviction in the 2019 ‘Modi sur-

name’ defamation case. He was on 
March 23 sentenced to two years 
in jail by a Surat court in the case 
filed on a complaint by BJP MLA 
Purnesh Modi.

The State Department’s Principal Deputy Spokesperson Vedant Patel said the US was keen on seeing Democratic 
principles being upheld in the Rahul Gandhi case.

To Post Your  FREE
Matrimonial Ads 

Visit 

www.indiawest.com/
matrimonials
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BUY AT 3.625% 
30 Year Fixed 

2-1 BUYDOWN PROGRAM

WE WILL PAY FOR 
YOUR APPRAISAL!

CALL TODAY

1-800-991-4162
No Tax Return Loans available for 

Self Employed Buyers

nkohli@rapidcapitalinc.com

BUY A HOME WITH 5% DOWN • NO MORTGAGE INSURANCE

Apply online at www.rapidcapitalinc.com

1 Park Plaza, Suite 600, Irvine, CA 92614

www.rapidcapitalinc.com

NMLS #902784  •  California BRE# 01819194

* 2-1 Buydown scenario assumes 740+ FICO,  800K Purchase price, 80% LTV,  Seller concession of $13,562)

Navin Kohli
CEO / President

Buying a business? or 

Buying a commercial real estate for your business? 

WE CAN HELP WITH AN SBA LOAN! 

Size/Term of Loans
• Up to $5 million 
  (SBA 504 - $1.15 million 
  to $10 million)
• Up to 25 years for 
  real estate debt
• Up to 10 years for 
  non real estate debt

I’ll put together a loan structure for your business that can get it done
 – the right way. SBA loans help small businesses grow by offering longer, 

more flexible terms and lower-equity contributions.

Benefits to Business                                                                                      
• Longer amortization allows 
   for lower loan payments                      
• No future balloon payment 
  (fully amortizing loan)
• Real estate acquisitions or 
   refinancing – up to
   90% financing available 
   (51% owner-occupied)
• Closing costs can be 
   included in the loan

Typical Customers/Use of Funds

• Business acquisitions
• Owner occupied commercial real estate 
   acquisitions
• Partner buyouts • Franchise financing
• Construction loans
• Machinery & Equipment acquisitions or 
   refinancing – up to 100% financing available
• Line of credit restructuring
• Lease financing • Business expansion loans

Contact our lending experts 

today to learn more!

Asim Mahmood
V.P. Business Development Officer

714-260-7760
amahmood@bylinebank.com

 H-4 Visa Holders, Mostly 

Indian, Can Work Says Judge

Resolution Condemning Hinduphobia

Mindy Kaling Got The National Medal of Arts
Contd. from P1

Contd. from P1

Contd. from P1

the President, speak about my par-

ents, their journey to the United 

States, my late mother’s dreams 

for me, and the power of comedy 

to make people understand each 

other was almost too much to take 

in. It didn’t feel real!” She said that 

she doesn’t feel worthy of such an 

accolade and vowed to spend the 

“rest of my life earning this medal.”

Kaling continued: “I mean, 

I was sitting next to GLADYS 

KNIGHT. I guess I just want to 

express my heartfelt gratitude to 

@potus, @neaarts and @kamala-

harris. And to say I promise to 

spend the rest of my life earning 

this medal because I don’t feel like 

I’ve earned it yet.”

She added: “I wish my mom 

could have been there, but what 

are you going to do. Nothing is 

perfect, but yesterday was close. 

I love everyone. Thanks @kate-

linden, Vinay Reddy and @picss-

chmicks for helping it all happen.”

She further said that the DHS 

has authorized employment not 

just for students, but also for their 

spouses and dependents.

The lawsuit was also opposed 

by big tech firms like Amazon, 

Apple, Google, and Microsoft.

H4 visas are issued to depen-

dent spouses and children who 

accompany H-1B, H-2A, H-2B, 

and H-3 visa holders to the US.

In 2021, Google filed a legal 

brief with over 40 companies to 

protect the work authorization 

program that allows the spouses 

of H-1B visa holders to work in 

the US. As part of his anti-immi-

gration policy, former President 

Donald Trump had proposed to 

end the issuing of work autho-

rization (H-4 EAD) for certain 

spouses of high-skilled talent who 

came to the US on H-1B visas.

According to a National Foun-

dation for American Policy analy-

sis, 90 percent of the spouses of 

H-1B visa holders are female, 

two-thirds are from India, and 6 

percent are from China.

“The US can reap significant 

economic benefits, ease labor 

shortages, and attract more work-

ers in the global competition for 

talent if it expanded current rules 

on work eligibility for the spouses 

of H-1B visa holders,” the 2022 

study by NFAP said.

have refrained from condemning 

Hinduphobia, making Georgia 

the first to do so.

The resolution sponsored by 

five State Representatives ac-

knowledged the contributions of 

the Hindu religion as well as Hin-

dus to the world and the US while 

condemning “Hinduphobia, anti-

Hindu bigotry, and intolerance”.

It declared the state’s For-

syth County “as a place that 

welcomes the diversity brought 

by Hindu Americans and all 

those who work hard, follow our 

laws, upholds family values, and 

contribute to our economic and 

social well-being”.

More than 40 universities, in-

cluding elite institutions, cospon-

sored a conference in 2021 on 

“Dismantling Global Hindutva”, 

which was seen by many Hindu 

organizations as a semantically 

veiled attack on Hinduism.

The universities that were 

involved included the University 

of California Berkeley, the Uni-

versity of Chicago, the University 

of Pennsylvania, Columbia, Har-

vard, Princeton, and Stanford, 

according to Berkeley’s South 

Asia Studies Institute.

The resolut ion said that 

“there have been documented 

instances of hate crimes against 

Hindu Americans over the last 

few decades in many parts of 

the country”. The FBI’s report on 

bias crimes released last month 

covering 2021 said there were 

16 anti-Hindu crimes with 18 

victims, an increase from the 11 

reported the previous year.

The Georgia resolution cited 

a report by Rutger’s Univer-

sity’s Network Contagion lab 

that tracks disinformation and 

hate on the internet, “Anti-Hindu 

Disinformation: A Case Study of 

Hinduphobia on Social Media”.

According to the university, 

the report “found evidence of a 

sharp rise and evolving patterns 

of hate speech directed toward 

the Hindu community across nu-

merous social media platforms”. 

The university also is home to 

academics who are harsh critics 

of Hinduism.

The resolution extolled the US 

as “a beacon of hope, progress, 

and innovation, attracting people 

from around the world to create 

and live a better and fulfilling life” 

which has “welcomed more than 

four million Hindus from all cor-

ners of the world and given them 

better 8 opportunities and the 

freedom to practice Hinduism, 

also known as Sanatana Dharma.”

On the contribution of Hindu-

ism, the resolution said, “Yoga, 

Ayurveda, meditation, food, 

music, arts, and more have en-

riched the cultural fabric and 

have been widely adopted in 

American society and enriched 

the lives of millions”.

“The American Hindu commu-

nity has been a major contributor 

to diverse sectors such as medi-

cine, science and engineering, 

information technology, hospital-

ity, finance, academia, manufac-

turing, energy, retail trade, and so 

much more”, the resolution said.
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Call for the best rate and terms TODAY!

Tel: (562) 916-7878   •  Cell: [562] 972-5083

562-916-7878

Loans made or arranged pursuant to California Finance Lender Law. 

INVESTORS - No Income Doc Loans Available

Builder purchase – Lock rate up to 180 days 
in advance

Get Lender approval before making an offer 
and be ahead of competition

No income documents for purchases available

Short of funds for down payment? 
100% gift for down payment is allowed

Get qualified at no cost to know how 
much you can afford

We are direct lender with 35 plus years’ 
experience and over 9,000 clients served

Please call us for all your questions 
regarding Real Estate Financing!

AJ (AJIT) DUDHEKER, MBA  
PLATINUM WEST FUNDING, 
DIRECT LENDER

35 YEARS IN BUSINESS
 
SERVED OVER 
9,000 CLIENTS

ARRANGED HOME LOANS FOR 
MANY NEPALESE FRIENDS 

VERY CREATIVE IN SOLVING LOAN 
QUALIFYING PROBLEMS

FREE LOAN PRE-APPROVAL AND 
CREDIT SCORE IMPROVEMENT

NO INCOME VERIFICATION LOANS 
AVAILABLE

PRIVATE LOANS AVAILABLE

CALL FOR ALL YOUR FINANCING NEEDS!

17100 Norwalk Blvd., #112, Cerritos, CA 90703

aj@platinumwestfunding.com 
NMLS # 356134, 357611 • MORTGAGE BROKER

Gujarati Family Drowns 
Contd. from P1

CHIKU aka SAPOTA

A Trusted Source for Organically Grown Tropical & Subtropical Fruit Trees. Family owned & operated for over thirty years, the nursery 
offers selected varieties of fruit trees specifi cally adapted to various growing zones throughout Southern California. To help them 
thrive in your home garden, growing information is also provided both verbally and in printed form. 

PAPAYA TREE NURSERY

Special variety (PTN#1) adapted to S. California can begin fruiting in one or two years at a 
height of only four feet. This very sweet fruit is one of nature’s special desserts. Delicious as 
a fresh-picked fruit, or you can make chiku kulfi  just like grandma did! These space-saving, 
semi-dwarf trees grow to only 12’ tall in S. California and can be container grown. On 
display at the nursery, you can view a fruiting chiku tree planted in the ground 6 years ago.

SOME OF THE PLANTS OFFERED: BANANA – FIG – JAKFRUIT – LITCHEE – MANGO – PAPAYA 
– POMEGRANATE – KALA JAMUN – SHAHTOOT/MULBERRY – SITAPHAL/SHARIFA

Open 7 Days A Week by Same- Day Appointment. 8 AM to 6PM (Please Call First)

Website: www.papayatreenursery.com   -   (818) 363-3680P
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Air India Introduces 
Premium Economy 

For US Routes
NEW DELHI, (IANS) - Air India has in-

troduced a Premium Economy section for 

passengers. Premium Economy passengers 

will be able to check in at dedicated counters 

and have priority tags affixed to their check-in 

baggage and be amongst the first to be invited 

to board the aircraft, a press release said.

The class will be initially available to cus-

tomers traveling on select routes operated 

by its fleet of Boeing 777-200LR aircraft: 

Bengaluru-San Francisco, Mumbai-San 

Francisco, and Mumbai-New York.

Air India CEO and MD Campbell Wilson 

said. “The popularity of Premium Economy 

has grown among travelers around the 

world, as people are increasingly opting for 

upgraded, yet affordable flying experiences. 

We are delighted to introduce a distinctive 

Premium Economy experience for our cus-

tomers on select flights for now, with a plan 

to extend it to many more routes soon, as 

we rapidly expand and modernize our fleet. 

This is another step forward in our sincere, 

ongoing effort to transform Air India into 

a modern, global carrier of world-class 

products and service standards.”

Click 

www.IndiaWest.com

For the Latest News

belonged to a Native Ca-

nadian, Casey Oakes, who 

is also missing, she said.

The area of the Akwe-

sasne Mohawk Native 

Canadian reservation in 

Quebec abuts New York, 

which was the likely des-

tination of those who tried 

to cross over.

Canada is providing a 

conduit for Indians trying 

to enter the US illegally.

Last April, six Indians 

were rescued from the St 

Regis River by US Border 

Patrol agents after US 

authorities were alerted by the AMPS that 

a boat was sinking close to the US border.

In January last year, a family of four Indi-

ans were found frozen to death in Manitoba 

near the US border along Minnesota.

Before their bodies were found, US au-

thorities caught seven Indians nearby on 

their side of the border.

Last August, seven people from Gujarat 

were detained by US authorities when they 

illegally entered the US from Quebec.

The illegal immigration by Indians to 

the US from Canada is the opposite of the 

recent trend of people illegally crossing over 

in the opposite direction because of more 

liberal asylum regulations in Canada and 

better services available there.

More than 39,000 people, many who 

had come to the US on the southern border 

with Mexico, crossed into Canada last year 

leading to an agreement between the two 

countries to stop the migration.

Under the deal reached last week by US 

President Joe Biden and Canada’s Prime 

Minister Justin Trudeau, both countries 

agreed to turn back people illegally cross-

ing the border.

Now Indians caught trying to enter the 

US from Canada will be sent back there.

The US-to-Canada migration was the 

result of a domino effect: People from 

Central America and elsewhere cross into 

the US; the states and cities on the border, 

both Republican and Democrat-controlled, 

because of the pressure from the influx send 

some of them by bus to New York, a liberal 

Democrat city that is a “sanctuary city” for 

illegal immigrants, and New York, facing 

similar pressures in providing for them, in 

turn, sent them Canada. 

(with inputs from IANS)
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SINGLE
IMPLANT

ANTI-AGING TREATMENT BOTOX

DISCOUNTED PACKAGE SPECIALS AVAILABLE

FOR TMJ & 

FACIAL PAIN

$999*

$399* $12*

INCLUDES IMPLANT, ABUTMENT AND CROWN

*Expires 5/12/2023. Cannot be combined with insurance Fees. New Patients only.

Excludes extraction, bonegraft, etc. Cannot be Combined with other coupons.

PRF Treatment Description:  Platelet-Rich Fibrin focuses on 100% 

natural healing properties found within the body. This is a safe and 

natural solution for colagen reproduction, skin tightening, pigmenta-

tion removal, ans scar reduction. Exp. 5/12/2023
Exp. 5/12/2023

NOW SERVING YOU IN TWO LOCATIONS!

IRVINE:

33 Creek Rd, STE 210-B

LAGUNA NIGUEL:

30012 Crown Valley Pkwy, STE B

Call to book your 
FREE Consult Now!

In House CT Scan Available

714-600-1741

www.dental2000.com

Se Habla Espanol

Trust in American implants, 

don’t be fooled with 

overseas knock off. Proven 

with 20 years of success.

 starting at

HEALTHCARE FINANCING FOR YOUR PRICELESS SMILE.

Per Treatment

Per Unit
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Ambanis Buy New York Franchise In Major League Cricket

MUMBAI, (IANS) - The Mum-
bai Indians, owned by the Amba-

nis, on March 19, announced the 
acquisition of the New York fran-

chise in Major League Cricket, the 
upcoming T20 league in the US. 

They now own a cricket franchise 
in three different continents, four 
different countries, and five dif-
ferent leagues.

MI New York will be the fifth 
cricket franchise in the family, 
joining Mumbai Indians (IPL), MI 
Cape Town (SA20), MI Emirates 

(ILT20), and Mumbai Indians-
Women (WPL).  Major League 
Cricket will be the first profes-
sional Twenty20 cricket league in 
the US which will kick off in the 
summer of 2023. MI New York 
will participate in the inaugural 
edition of Major League Cricket 

subject to completion of cus-
tomary due diligence; negotia-
tion, and execution of definitive 
binding agreements, and receipt 
of required corporate, regula-
tory, and third-party approvals 
and compliances, Mumbai Indi-
ans said in a release.

The New York team will be the fifth in the stable for Mukesh Ambani’s company.
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We offer the following services:
• Preparation of Individuals, Partnerships, Corporations and Fiduciaries income tax returns

•  Compilations, Reviews and Audits of financial statements

•  Audits of 401k and profit sharing plans

•  Audits of non-profit organizations financial statements

•  Preparation of personal financial statements

•  Preparation of non-profit organizations tax returns

•  Monthly, quarterly, or annual bookkeeping services

•  Tax planning and incorporations

•  Representation before income tax, sales tax and other regulatory tax authorities

•  Paperless attestation engagements

Venkat Bramharouthu, CPA
Member, AICPA

21860 S Burbank Blvd., Ste 110, Woodland Hills, CA 91367

818-468-8408 • www.sterlingtax.net • vbramha@sterlingtax.net

STERLING ACCOUNTING & TAX 
SERVICES INC.

We have experience servicing companies in various types of industries 
including: Manufacturing, Retail, Entertainment, Real Estate, Technology, Motels, 
Restaurants, Construction, Food Processing, Financing and Professional Services.

Quality Service at Economical Rates

Eric Garcetti Has President Biden’s Backing, A Good Sign For India 
By YASHWANT RAJ

WASHINGTON, DC (IANS) - 

The bruising confirmation that 

played out over two years might 

have left Eric Garcetti, incoming 

US Ambassador to India, look-

ing like “damaged goods”. But 

it will be helpful to step back a 

little and note that he has had the 

unwavering support and backing 

of President Joe Biden all through 

this process.

And that’s all that will matter 

to New Delhi.

The Modi government had 

given its nod to Garcetti’s nomi-

nation before it was announced 

through a diplomatic process 

called “Agreement”, by which a 

country formally agrees to receive 

a representative from a foreign 

country. To avoid an unsavory 

after-the-fact situation, countries 

tend to get the Agreement from 

the host country before announc-

ing the nominee.

Garcetti’s confirmation was 

delayed because of his failure 

to address allegations of sexual 

harassment against a senior aide 

when he was Mayor of Los Ange-

les. Opposition came from sena-

tors from both the Democratic 

and Republican parties - and 

some of the toughest grilling he 

got for it during his confirmation 

hearing came from Democrats.

In fact, some Democratic Sena-

tors remained opposed to his 

nomination to the last and three 

of them voted against confirming 

him on the Senate floor -- Sher-

rod Brown, Mazie Hirono, and 

Mark Kelly.

Presidents are known to with-

draw nominations in the face of 

stubborn opposition from the 

Senators of their own party and 

that was chiefly the reason why 

the Biden White House took 

back Neera Tanden’s nomination 

nate someone else.

Biden did neither and left one 

of America’s key missions abroad 

with a regular head for possibly 

the longest time yet - the last 

incumbent Keneth Jester, an 

appointee of President Donald 

Trump, had returned to the US 

in January 2021, just a few days 

after Biden took office.

A year later, in January 2023, 

Biden renominated Garcetti, 

which,  some congressional 

observers said, was an odd 

decision because there had not 

been any change of hearts in 

the Senate over Garcetti. “The 

only reason I can see is that the 

White House is somehow con-

vinced it has the numbers this 

time,” one observer said then.

The change in Senate math 

may have contributed to this 

new confidence in the White 

House - the Democrats had in-

creased their tally in the Senate 

by one in the October mid-term 

elections, giving them some-

what more room for maneuver 

than in the previous Congress, 

when they had held the 50-50 

Senate with the Vice President’s 

tie-breaker vote. They lost that 

edge soon after as a Democratic 

senator switched her affiliation 

to Independent.

Garcetti scraped by in a 52-42 

vote, with 6 Senators not voting.

to head the powerful Office of 

Management and Budget, which 

would have made her the first 

Indian American ever to hold a 

federal cabinet position. Though 

it was made to look like Tanden 

had herself offered to have her 

nomination withdrawn.

Tanden’s nomination was op-

posed by Democrat Joe Manchin 

and Bernie Sanders, an indepen-

dent Senator who caucuses with 

Democrats, over, chiefly, her 

caustic comments on them on 

social media platforms. Tanden’s 

nomination was pronounced 

dead-on-arrival and was with-

drawn in a few weeks.

But Biden stood with Garcetti 

for nearly two years. The first 

nomination, which was an-

nounced in July 2021. After a 

confirmation hearing, the nomi-

nation stalled and it was deemed 

returned to the White House in 

January 2022, technically giving 

the President a chance to either 

re-send it or rescind it and nomi-

President Biden had dug his heels in over the Eric Garcetti nomination.
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Senate Resolution 
Recognizes Arunachal 

As Integral Part Of India

INDO-AMERICA

WASHINGTON, DC (IANS) 
- US Senators Bill Hagerty and 
Jeff Merkley have introduced 
a bipartisan Senate resolution 
reaffirming the US’ recognition 
of the Indian state of Arunachal 
Pradesh as an “integral part of 
the Republic of India”.

The resolution comes follow-
ing a major clash between India 
and China in the Eastern Sector 
along the Line of Actual Control 
in six years.

“At a time when China contin-
ues to pose grave and gathering 
threats to the Free and Open 
Indo-Pacific, it’s critical for 
the US to stand shoulder-to-
shoulder with our strategic part-
ners in the region -- especially 
India,” said Senator Hagerty in 
a statement.

“This bipartisan resolution 
expresses the Senate’s support 
for unequivocally recognizing 
the state of Arunachal Pradesh 
as an integral part of India, 
condemning China’s military 
aggression to change the status 
quo along the Line of Actual 
Control, and further enhancing 
the US-India strategic partner-

ship and the Quad in support of 
the Free and Open Indo-Pacific.

“America’s values supporting 
freedom and a rules-based or-
der must be at the center of all 
of our actions and relationships 
around the world -- especially 
as the Chinese government 
pushes an alternative vision,” 
said Senator Merkley.

“This resolution makes clear 
that the US views the Indian state 
of Arunachal Pradesh as part of 
India -- not China -- and commits 
the US to deepening support and 
assistance to the region, along-
side like-minded international 
partners and donors.”

The resolution reaffirms that 
the US recognizes the McMahon 
Line as the international bound-
ary between China and the In-
dian state of Arunachal Pradesh 
and pushes back against China’s 
claims that Arunachal Pradesh 
is its territory, which is a part of 
China’s increasingly aggressive 
and expansionist policies, the 
statement said.

The Senators ’  resolution 
condemns additional Chinese 
provocations, including China’s 

use of military force to change 
the status quo along the Line 
of Actual Control, construc-
tion of villages in contested 
areas, publication of maps with 
Mandarin-language names for 
cities and features in the Indian 
state of Arunachal Pradesh, and 

expansion of Chinese territorial 
claims in Bhutan.

Furthermore, the resolution 
commends the Indian govern-
ment for taking steps to defend 
itself against aggression and 
security threats from China.

These efforts include secur-

ing India’s telecommunications 
infrastructure; examining its 
procurement processes and 
supply chains; implementing 
investment screening standards; 
and expanding its cooperation 
with Taiwan in public health and 
other sectors, the Senators said.

The resolution comes following clashes and tension between India and China on the border.
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Natraj serves the ultimate in South 
Asian cuisine for weddings and 
special events.  Featuring our 
experienced and talented culinary 
team, and offering impeccable and 
unrivaled service, distinguishes us 
as the premier Indian caterer.

Our professional catering staff 
will create menus to exceed 
your expectations and ensure a 
memorable celebration for you and 
your guests.  Outstanding quality 
and exceptional value complete 
a perfect occasion.

            Catering            Catering            Catering

Natraj

23 Musick, Irvine 949/632-2778
www.natrajusa.com   email: vijay@natrajusa.com
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PLANNING TO START YOUR OWN BUSINESS?

PLANNING TO START YOUR OWN BUSINESS?

• Payroll • Income Tax   • Bookkeeping

• Tax Return for Individual / Partnership / DBA / Corporation

• DBA
• LLC’S
• Partnerships

SATISH TOMAR
KUMAR TAX & FINANCIAL SERVICES

18118 Parthenia St. Northridge, CA 91325

FREE WORKSHOP
Do you know the difference between...

818-349-9300

KUMAR TAX & FINANCIAL SERVICES

• S Corporation
• C Corporation

Designers Shyamal And Bhumika Intertwine Heritage, 
Modern Elements For Spring Summer 2023 Collection

By REENA RATHORE

ARTESIA, CA – Over the past 
two decades, their mantra has 
been very concise: championing 
Indian craftsmanship

 on the world stage. Through 
their eponymous label, renowned 
Indian designers Shyamal and 
Bhumika, have consistently cre-
ated pieces that can best be de-
scribed as a dreamy confluence of 
designs steeped in Indian heritage 
and culture with modern silhou-
ettes. And this Bollywood-favorite 
brand made their creations easily 
accessible to Indian Americans 
when they launched their flagship 
store here a few years ago.

Continuing their push toward 
capturing the grandeur of Indian 
fashion, the designer duo un-
veiled their impeccably crafted 
Spring Summer 2023 Couture 
Collection during a 3-day event 
which began March 3 at the 
Southern California store.

“The whole purpose of open-
ing in Los Angeles is to give our 
American clients of South Asian 
origin a place to access the latest 
in Indian fashion,” Shyamal told 
India-West during a preview of 
the collection. “Taking inspira-
tion from all around us, from the 

FASHION

architectural grandeurs of our an-
cestral homes, heritage, and cul-
ture and with a certain complexity 
of design and detail, we combine 
traditional crafts and modern sil-
houettes. We use traditional craft 
in a new way that appeals to the 
modern aesthetic of brides and 
grooms in America, thus giving 
them a way to connect to their 
heritage and stay in-trend.”

Shyamal and Bhumika’s signature 
contrasting floral embroidery makes 
a distinct appearance throughout 
the collection, which exudes a fun, 
fresh and feminine aura.

With floral inspirations, free-
flowing forms and romantic play-
ful details, the collection is a po-
etic blend of hand-embroidered 
masterpieces, designed using 
age-old craft techniques in a mix 
of silhouettes and colors.

The collection includes vo-
luminous exaggerated sleeves, 
floor-sweeping paneled as well 
as trailing lehengas, dramat-
ic trailing veils and hemlines, 
bias skirts, sensuous blouses 
with plunging necklines, open 
shoulder bodices, fish-tail skirts, 
ruffled sarees, high collar, one-
shoulder and halter neck blouses, 
pleated bustiers, and head veils.

Using subtle contrasts of vi-
Renowned fashion designers Shyamal and Bhumika unveiled their Spring Sum-
mer 2023 Couture Collection March 3 at their store in Artesia, CA.

brant colors and muted Indian 
pastels, with vintage mid-tones, 
jewel tones, think rich wine, 
muted ivory, emerald, intense 
pink, champagne gold, deep blue, 
English rose, smoky grey, dusty 
mint and raspberry red, the col-
lection is as individualistic as it is 
universal. However, customizing 
your outfit is always an option 
while shopping with the brand.

“We do a lot of custom pieces 
to suit the cultural and special 
requirements of our clients. 
Almost every second bride 
wants some level of customiza-
tion and we happily accept the 
challenge,” Shyamal explained. 
“In a period of 60-90 days, we 
customize exquisite pieces for 
our valued clients and make 
their dream look come true. All 
of the above happens within 
the aesthetic and theme of the 
Shyamal and Bhumika collec-
tion they choose.”

Shyamal shared that they draw 
inspiration from the architec-
tural grandeurs of their ancestral 
homes, their personal travels, the 
tales they have grown up listening 
to, and from simply observing the 
natural world around them.

Bollywood celebrities seen 
Contd. on P33
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0% Financing AvailableDr. Harsimran Chadha

7205 Balboa Blvd, 

Van Nuys, CA 91406. 

Phone:  (818) 997-3662

• Snoring & Sleep Apnea Treatment

• Full Mouth Rehabilitation

• Smile Makeovers

• Implants for Loose Dentures

• White Fillings

• Dentures

• Gum Treatment

• Root Canal

Dr. Harsimran Chadha, DDS
Services Offered: 

We Accept all Insurance, Medi-Cal, Union Plans 

• Oral Surgery

• Crown, Bridges & Veneers

• Orthodontics • Invisalign

• Zoom! (Teeth Whitening System)

Happy Baisakhi

ENTERTAINMENT

Priyanka Froze Her 
Eggs In Her Early 30s

LOS ANGELES, CA (IANS) - Actress Priyanka Chopra 

Jonas revealed that she had frozen her eggs in her early 

30s as her mother Madhu Chopra, who is an obstetrician-

gynecologist, advised her.

“I felt such freedom, I did it in my early thirties and 

I could continue on an ambitious warpath, I wanted to 

achieve, and I wanted to get to a certain place in my 

career,” Priyanka, who welcomed her first child Malti 

Marie via surrogacy in 2022, told Dax Shephard on 

the podcast Armchair Expert.

“Also, I had not met the person I wanted 

to have children with. So, with that 

anxiety-inducing, and with my 

mom who is an ob-gyn going, 

‘Just do it’,” she added.

Priyanka also shared that she 

did not want to date Nick Jonas 

at the beginning because she 

was unsure whether he would 

want to have kids at 25.

“I always knew I wanted 

kids and that was one of the 

reasons I didn’t want to date 

Nick because I was like I don’t 

know if he would want kids at 

25. “I love kids, I have worked 

with kids at UNICEF, I have 

volunteered at kids’ hospitals, 

I am like a kid whisperer, and I 

would rather spend time with 

children than with adults. I 

love kids, all our parties are 

kids and dogs friendly, at our 

house, you can bring them 

anytime,” she added.

Shyamal And Bhumika 

sporting the brand include Mad-

huri Dixit-Nene, Katrina Kaif, 

Sara Ali Khan, Yami Gautam, 

Kiara Advani, Sonam Kapoor, 

Kajol and Juhi Chawla.

Considered one of India’s lead-

ing fashion houses today, the 

brand is also known for its work 

reviving age-old crafts and arti-

san techniques.

Over the years, Shyamal said 

they have worked with different 

dyeing, embroidery and even hand-

stitching techniques, adding that 

in embroidery they use intricate 

aari, zardosi, resham, marodi and 

even appliqué, pitta and khaat to 

make each design unique by paying 

extreme attention to details and 

“blending our Indian aesthetic with 

modern sensibilities.”

Some of those techniques have 

been employed in this new collec-

tion. “In the new collection, one 

can see ensembles overlaid with 

translucent 

sequinning 

and beau-

tiful hand 

embroi-

deries like 

a a r i ,  z a r -

dosi, peeta, 

hand  em-

broidered 

shimmer, 

beadwork, 

appliqué and handcrafted silk 

threads embellished with crys-

tals,” he elaborated. “The outfits 

emanate grace in soft muted 

tones, tropical florals, textur-

al embroidery finished in silk 

threads and antique finish gold 

zari.” Running a brand as big 

as theirs surely involves a lot of 

multitasking at multiple levels. 

The entrepreneurial couple works 

in tandem to realize their vision 

while tapping into their indi-

vidual strengths.

“Our roles and responsibilities 

generally overlap and we prefer 

not to conform to specific roles. 

However, Bhumika is the fashion 

designer and technical expert and 

manages the design execution while 

I take the role of a creative director 

as well as spearhead the business 

and a bit of the operational side. 

We are always in discussion about 

varied topics that range from trend-

ing colors to business initiatives.”

Contd. from P32
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Acharya
Santa Prasad Shastri

WE CAN HELP WITH

Pujas, Havans and Rituals
Horoscope reading
Palm & Face reading
Gemstones

Kaal Sarpa dosha

Mangal dosha

Marriage problems

Job problems

Business Problems

Financial Problems

Career Issues

Court Cases

Health Problems

Immigration/Green Card

Relationship issues

Marriage/Divorce

Career problems

Health issues

Family issues

Financial problems

Stress/Depression

17820 Alburtis Ave | Artesia, CA 90701info@himalayanvedicastrology.com

www.himalayanvedicastrology.com

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri is a renowned Himalayan Vedic Astrologer 
based in California. He started his Vedic astrological education at the age of 
8 and went through 19 years of rigorous education and training at Maharishi 
Vedic Gurukul, New Delhi, India. He has more than 40 years of experience in 
Vedic Astrology. He is also a Teacher of the transcendental meditation & 
yoga. He is a master of four vedas (Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda and 
Atharveda). He is a specialist for all kinds of Vedic Yagyas and Pujas. 

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri can solve all your problems through Vedic 
Astrology. Contact today for a free consultation.

Enlightenment with (TM) Transcendental Meditation

HIMALAYAN VEDIC ASTROLOGY

SPECIAL PUJAS FOR

S O L U T I O N S  F O R  A L L  Y O U R  P R O B L E M S

+1(310) 486-7608

MOTEL HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED FOR SALE

Companion needed

Older male seeks caregiver for 

cooking, light cleaning, compan-

ionship days/evenings or full 

live-in. Non-smoker/non-drinker 

& vegetarian. Prefer Gujarati, 

Marathi or Hindi speaking. He is 

mobile, with overall good physical 

and cognitive health. City of Cy-

press (Orange County/Los Ange-

les). Salary and/or room & board 

negotiable. TEXT 562-833-6639.

Female caregiver for my elderly 

mother in law in Orange County, 

California. Will need help with 

daily medication, light house-

keeping and Meal preparation. 

She lives alone. Must be able to 

speak some English. Very gener-

ous salary. Contact: 9512369484/

aghirakesh@gmail.com

On Call Relief Manager Needed

Multiple N. California locations. 

Managerial and front desk respon-

sibilities. Projects are on call and 

wages are on contract basis depend-

ing on engagement length. Must be 

flexible and able to drive. Key skills 

- fluent in English, computer skills, 

and management experience. Con-

tact: hr@perigonhospitality.com 

Residence GM 65 Rms - NorCAL 

Residence Hotel GM - NorCAL 

- Fremont CA 65 rooms, Fran-

chised. 2-5yr EXP and Strong 

Eng required. Great Pay. Manag-

ers apartment Email resume to: 

mayurfremont64@gmail.com 

TEXT/CALL 6502043331

We are looking for single/couple 

to work at 56 room franchise hotel 

in Upper Michigan as night audi-

tor/housekeeping. Accommoda-

tion will be provided. contact me 

@ 9067769920 for more details

Hiring Couple For Motel Manager

40 units franchise Motel in Bar-

stow, California now hiring for 

couple to manage and handle daily 

operations, required English and 

computer skills. Accommodation 

provided. Contact: Gary 909-610-

0215 or Rohit 626-840-3555.

Franchise Experienced Night 

Auditor full time job in Santa 

Clara, CA. Send your resume to 

bwsantaclara@gmail.com

Franchise Motel in Rio Rancho, 

NM now hiring for front desk 

clerk, single or couple also help 

with Laundry and Housekeeping. 

Accommodation provided.

Contact: 316-207-2176

Night Audit/ Front Desk Clerk 

Opening in Sacramento, CA.

A 60 unit independent motel in Sac-

ramento. Fluent English and Com-

puter skills required. Accommoda-

tion provided. Call: (916) 715-2344 

or Email: Oasisinnsacramento@

yahoo.com. Contact: Hitesh Patel/ 

Phitesh0529@yahoo.com

Resident Couple Wanted For 50 

Room Super 8 In Utah.

Housing provided. Experience re-

quired. Computer skills required. 

Proficient English. Please call 

Peter at 435-703-0737

Resident Manager - Brighton/

Denver, Colorado.

We are seeking Resident Manager. 

The candidate will be responsible 

for managing daily operations, 

supervising staff, & ensuring cus-

tomer satisfaction. Applicants must 

submit a resume to be considered. 

Criteria: 2+ years of hotel manage-

ment experience, excellent commu-

nication skills and computer skills, 

& a strong commitment to custom-

er service. Contact: 424-944-8855/

akshayaswani@yahoo.in

Flat for Sale in Rajkot-Gujarat 3 

BHK flat on 7th floor in a 9 Storey 

Bldg. with 18 flats. 24/7 Security, 

2 elevators. Top area of Jalaram 2 

by University Road. Contact: 714-

697-0050, rcdoshi01@yahoo.com

Santa Monica-Best Loaction-

Beach condo 2 Beds 2 Baths and 

a ocean breeze balcony a park 

in front famous promenad 3rd 

streetband close to Trader Hoe 

huge price reduction for all cash 

deal for 1031 Exchnage. Serious 

buyers call/txt Dr.  Gupta: 323-

540-3867. Close to Wilshire and 

Lincoln BLVD. Wow loaction 

price is 1.169000. Great Invest-

ment. Contact: 323-540-3867

Renovated independent two-

story motel in New Mexico off 

Interstate-40 for sale. Property 

has a very large truck parking 

lot and includes 40 spacious ex-

terior corridor guest rooms and 

a large 3-bedroom 3-bathroom 

manager\’s quarters. Leave a 

message or text at 619.940.7649 

for details if interested.

ONE kanal double story kothi for 

sale in punchkula haryana contact 

vkaura50@gmail.com

call: 909-705-9865/

Website Design & Marketing

Do you need a new website or your 

old website needs to be upgraded? 

Do you need Internet Marketing, 

SEO, Social Media Marketing or 

Email Marketing? We work with 

all budgets. LocalBizNetwork is 

a reputed company in operation 

since 1999. Call: 408-205-0864

Office Space For Rent In Bangalore

Bright, airy, corner office space 

over 2,000 square feet in well 

managed building. Central lo-

cation in Koramangla, close to 

restaurants and other ameni-

ties. 26 new work stations, 2 

conference rooms, kitchen area, 

2 bathrooms, AC. Parking facili-

ties in basement. Please contact: 

Cavita Mehra +91-99455 69577 

Balaram: +91-99805 11097.

SERVICES

OTHERS

To Post Your Classified Ads Visit 

www.indiawest.com/classifieds
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