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Rapper Sidhu Moosewala Memorialized in 2 Murals in Artesia

On right: The artistic likeness of the gunned-down rapper moved 
several who have come by after the unveiling to drop off fl owers.

Confl ict and Peace 
Resolutions Explored

Madhavan and Nambi 
Story Touches Hearts

By BHARTTI KUMAR

BUENA PARK, CA – Before the highly 
lauded ‘Rocketry: The Nambi Eff ect’ hits 
screens on July 1, its maker, the famed 
R.Madhavan, is on a blitzkrieg 12-day 
promoti onal tour of the US. Along with the 
eponymous ISRO scienti st, stops have been 
made from Washington DC to Texas and on 

June 8 the fi ft h promoti onal happened here, 
in Southern California. At the Jain Center 
of Southern California, Dr.Narayan Nambi 
and Madhavan engaged in an informal 
conversati onal style with the star-struck 
audience. While many may have come to 
see Madhavan, the actor who has made 
it big across multi lingual screens, those in 

India-West Staff Reporter

BUENA PARK, CA – In the wake of the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine and the mass 
shooti ng incidents in the US, prominent 
Indian spiritual leaders gathered here at 
the Jain Center of Southern California on 
June 4 and discussed a ‘global peace dialog’ 
aimed at resolving world confl icts through 

the age-old traditi on of Indian cultural and 
moral values. Organized by the Ahimsa 
Vishwa Bharati  Foundati on, the brainchild 
of eminent Jain leader Acharya Lokesh 
Muni, it was also att ended by Art of Living 
founder Sri Sri Ravishankar and Satpal Singh 
Khalsa. Philanthropist and well-known actor 
Vivek Oberoi, fl uent in English and Hindi, 

L to R: Philanthropist & actor Vivek Oberoi, Jain Acharya Lokesh Muni, AOL’s Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, 
former JAINA President Mahesh Wadher and Ambassador of Sikh Dharma Satpal Singh Khalsa. 

Actor R.Madhavan speaks about his movie ‘Rocketry: The Nambi Effect’ based on the life and 
tribulations of scientist Dr. Narayan Nambi, seen on left at Buena Park, CA.

India-West Staff Reporter

ARTESIA, CA — Anish Kumar pulled up on the sidewalk, 
got off  his car armed with a camera and stood for a mo-
ment quietly looking up at the murals that commemorated 
the life and the grief felt by the Punjabi community on the 
killing of Sidhu Moosewala, a rapper and politi cian.

On a vacati on from Birmingham, United Kingdom, it was 
akin to a pilgrimage for Kumar, telling India-West, “there’s 
no other way of seeing it, he was like Tupac (Shakur), he 
brought cultures together.” The 28-year-old rapper was 
gunned down on May 28, sending reverberati ons across 
the conti nents with talk of gangs, red corner noti ces, ex-

traditi ons of culprits from Canada, and spotlighti ng Indian 
separati sts. But the outpouring of grief from fans across the 
Punjabi world was real and felt in Southern California too, 
when arti sts banded together and memorialized the singer 
and on June 5 unveiled two murals. The arti sts worked 
12 to someti mes 20 hours a day to complete the murals. 
Sunroop Kaur posted, “Pulling off  a mural like this within 
3 days would have been impossible if it wasn’t for the 
community support and for that I am eternally thankful…I 
hope it can provide a space for collecti ve healing.” Arti st 
Bodeck Luna Hernandez wrote, that witnessing the com-
munity pray together was an unforgett able experience for 
him. “I’m speechless and thankful for all the support the 
enti re 12 hours I was painti ng,” he said. 
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LA City Announces India Showcase at Lotus Festival in July 
India-West Staff 
Reporter

LOS ANGELES, CA – To 
mark the 75th anniversa-
ry of India, the city of Los 
Angeles announced that 
the 41st Lotus Festival 
will “honor and showcase 
the people and culture of 
India.” On June 9, the city 
of Los Angeles Depart-
ment of Recreati on and 
Parks and the Los Angeles 
Lotus Festi val unveiled a 
preview of what was to 
come on July 9 and 10 at a press 
luncheon hosted at Echo Park Lake, 
here. Colorful decorati ons set off  
the outdoor space in the backdrop 
of the exquisite lake and vibrant 
dance pieces from the classical 
forms of India were on display.

“Each year as the lotus fl owers 
of Echo Park Lake reach full bloom, 
we welcome nearly 120,000 visi-
tors to the signature city park,” said 
Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell, 
(District 13). This year, we cel-
ebrate the rich traditi ons of India 
and take ti me to soak in the rich 
diversity of Asian arts and culture 
here in Los Angeles.”

Michael Shull echoed the senti ments saying, “The celebrati on of Asian 
and Pacifi c Islander ethniciti es will showcase India in a communal setti  ng, 
bustling with entertainment and food, culti vati ng cultural appreciati on 
and awareness.”

The 41st Lotus Festi val, which is going to be in person aft er the pan-
demic break, will be opened on July 9 at 12noon and is expected to be 
att ended by the Indian Consul General in San Francisco, Dr. T.V.Nagendra 
Prasad. During the festi val, which ends the following day with closing 
ceremonies at 8 pm, there will be music, dance, food, bouti que booths, 
a beer garden, and dragon races among other things. 

At the press event, Sunil Agarwal of IALA and Ishwar Deedwania of 
FIA told India-West 
there would also be 
an India procession at 
the popular two-day 
festi val.

The media, as it 
tucked on food from 
Pista  House was 
treated to a piece on 
the onset of spring 
in Kathak by dancers 
from the Kathak Kala 
Academy, Bharat-
natyam on the god-
dess Saraswati and 
uniquely for Southern 
California, Kalarippay-
att u by the Navarasa 
Dance Theater. The 
Lotus Festival will be 
held at: 751 Echo Park 
Ave, Los Angeles.

LA City offi cials and others take 
the pledge at the start of the event

Performers with Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell.

Those present celebrate India.
Sunil Agarwal is in-
terfacing with LA city 
from the India side. 
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Making Sense of “Senseless” Violence
BY SHAKEEL SYED

The recent murder of the innocent people 
on both coasts reminds us of the mordant 
wit of the Sufi  mysti c who said “I love the 
moon because it brightens the sky and helps 
us navigate the dark night. And I hate the 
sun because it only comes out during the 
day when it is bright anyway.”  

Most of us can miss what is perfectly ob-
vious, especially when we allow our thinking 
to become fogged with strong emoti on.

Yes, we should condemn the murder and 
mourn the loss of lives from Laguna Woods 
to Buff alo, but we should also struggle to 
open our eyes and discern the perfectly 
obvious patt erned behavior here. Why do 
so many always express utt er shocks and 
fail to see common threads among the mass 
killings that take place roughly every two 
weeks in America? Why are we not able to 
pick out the recognizable patt erns in the 
behavior, however aberrant, of mass mur-
derers like Dylann Roof, Adam Lanza, James 
Holmes, Jared Loughner, Eric Harris, Dylan 
Klebold & now Payton Gendron.

Albeit a bit dated but an exhausti ve USA 
Today report called Behind the Bloodshed: 
The Untold Story of America’s Mass Killings 

helps us make some actual sense of all-too-
frequent bloodbaths in this country that are 
usually labeled either “senseless” or else 
fueled by murderous ideology. 

Among other valuable revelati ons, the 
report discloses that the majority of mass 
killers give vent to their murderous rage in 
the context of depressions, family estrange-
ments and the extremist white supremacist 
brainwashing on our small and big screens. 
In a word, our mass killers are almost all 
profoundly isolated and alienated; they are 
lost souls who imagine they will “achieve” 
something through lethal violence.

We know this in part of our brain. We 
understand how extreme alienati on and 
murderous rage go hand in hand. But al-
most always we ignore this part of what 
we know in our rush to fi nd an ideology 
on which to pin the mayhem, whether that 
ideology is runaway Islamophobia, twisted 
anti -Semiti sm, wacky survivalist paranoia, 
or poisonous white supremacism against 
Asian-Americans, Blacks & LatinX. Yes, 
these toxins are real and need to be coun-
tered. We have spent our professional lives 
trying to counter them. But there is always 
more. Even when there is no known ideol-
ogy in play, there is always the fatal isolati on 

factor. We ignore this factor at our peril.
The other dimension of our willful blind-

ness concerns the ease of access to guns 
in U.S. culture. Here, too, part of our brain 
knows perfectly well that widespread 
bloodshed can be expected in a country 
that has at least as many civilian-controlled 
guns as it has people. But the accepted and 
even encouraged response to reports of yet 
more gun violence is to go out and heavy up 
on our own supply of fi repower.

More broadly, even as we recoil in horror 
from the latest shooti ng[s], we also tend to 
remind ourselves that “we” are all good and 
decent, whereas “they” are all deranged 
haters. In this way, we help to keep the 
process of alienati on and isolati on go-
ing. In an ever-more interconnected 
and interdependent world, this is a sure 
recipe for conti nuing disaster. There is 
surely some irony in the fact that we 
who have learned to see so well in the 
dark--witness the marvelous billions-
mile journey to Pluto & Mars--are sti ll 
not able to see what is right before us 
in the plain light of day. We persist in 
talking about “lone wolves” without re-
ally probing their savage loneliness, let 
alone trying to heal it. We mount dubious 

ideology-focused campaigns like the Justi ce 
Department’s Countering Violent Extrem-
ism while letti  ng the gun lobby and the gun 
makers block any eff ort to curb access to 
lethal weapons.

In an age of connecting the cosmos, 
America must learn to make connecti ons 
here on earth between corrosive psycho-
logical violence and lethal gun violence, 
between our tribalism and “their” isolati on 
and alienati on, and most obviously between 
all those bullet-riddled corpses and the 
smoking guns that any lost soul can so easily 
buy or steal. Otherwise, we may conti nue 
to believe that sunlight is a waste because 
the days are always bright anyway.

Afghanistan’s Taliban and its Diktats Have to be Feared Still

BY ASAD MIRZA

The latest internati onal conference to 
discuss the evolving situati on in Afghani-
stan was held in Tajikistan, early this month.

Nati onal Security Advisors from Tajiki-
stan, India, Russia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 
Iran, Kyrgyzstan, and China, att ended the 
Regional Security Dialogue on Afghanistan.

All highlighted the need to fi nd construc-

ti ve ways to ensure Afghanistan doesn’t 
become a terror hub again.

This has been a primary concern for India 
since the Taliban took over the country, 
besides the rights of Afghan citi zens, espe-
cially women and minoriti es.

However, what concerns the internati on-
al community more are the series of Taliban 
diktats on social issues, targeti ng women, 
Shia and specifi c Muslim sects.

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan has 
ordered women and older girls to cover their 
faces when in public. The order further said 
that punishments for violati ng the decree 
would be inflicted on their male family 
members.  The Ministry of Vice and Virtue 
has ordered all women television presenters 
to cover their faces, stati ng “the decision 
was fi nal and that there was no room for 
discussion”.

This latest order is part of a steady fl ow 
of Taliban acti ons that have blocked girls’ 
secondary educati on, pushed women out 
of most employment, curtailed women’s 
freedom of movement, obstructed women’s 
access to health care, and abolished the 
system designed to protect women and girls 
from violence. They have gradually imposed 
more restricti ons on Afghan women and the 
Shia community. All these developments 
perplex one to wonder as to why the Taliban 
vowed not to revert again.

Afghanistan might become a nati on with 
contradictory noti ons of personal freedom 

as viewed by them in contrast to the inter-
nati onally recognized defi niti on of personal 
freedom. They very well understand that 
internati onal recogniti on will bind them to 
certain western norms and obligati ons, on 
human rights, and as those would complete-
ly contradict their self-defi ned ideology or 
interpretati on of Islam, they are ready to 
ignore it for the ti me being.

They might have thought that they would 
be able to deceive the internati onal com-
munity by making shallow promises and if 
the US unfroze their sovereign funds and 
some key Islamic states formally recognized 
them, they would go about enforcing their 
actual agenda. The internati onal observers’ 
hope was that the members of the Afghan 
delegati on based in Doha might be able to 
infl uence their counterparts in Afghanistan, 
to follow the internati onal demands. But 
these moderate elements were sidelined 
in the new government and the hawks 
amongst them took control based on their 
ideological beliefs.

(Shakeel Syed is Executi ve Director of South 
Asian Network headquartered in Artesia, CA)
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Call for the best rate and terms TODAY!
Tel: (562) 916-7878   •  Cell: [562] 972-5083

562-916-7878

Loans made or arranged pursuant to California Finance Lender Law. 

INVESTORS - No Income Doc Loans Available
Builder purchase – Lock rate up to 180 days 
in advance
Get Lender approval before making an offer 
and be ahead of competition
No income documents for purchases available
Short of funds for down payment? 
100% gift for down payment is allowed
Get qualified at no cost to know how 
much you can afford
We are direct lender with 35 plus years’ 
experience and over 9,000 clients served
Please call us for all your questions 
regarding Real Estate Financing!

AJ (AJIT) DUDHEKER, MBA  
PLATINUM WEST FUNDING, 
DIRECT LENDER

35 YEARS IN BUSINESS
 
SERVED OVER 
9,000 CLIENTS

ARRANGED HOME LOANS FOR 
MANY NEPALESE FRIENDS 

VERY CREATIVE IN SOLVING LOAN 
QUALIFYING PROBLEMS

FREE LOAN PRE-APPROVAL AND 
CREDIT SCORE IMPROVEMENT

NO INCOME VERIFICATION LOANS 
AVAILABLE

PRIVATE LOANS AVAILABLE

CALL FOR ALL YOUR FINANCING NEEDS!

17100 Norwalk Blvd., #112, Cerritos, CA 90703
aj@platinumwestfunding.com 
NMLS # 356134, 357611 • MORTGAGE BROKER

COMMUNITY

India-West Staff Reporter

ORANGE, CA – A ‘Women’s Leadership 
Summit,’ was held here on June 3. Organized 
by the Global Peace Foundati on and United 
Nati ons Associati on of USA, Long Beach 
Chapter helmed by Dr. Manorama Gupta, 
the theme of the event was, ‘Be fearless, 
Infl uence, Innovate, and Inspire.’

Gupta began by recognizing community 
leaders of diff erent backgrounds, includ-
ing Councilwoman May Zendejas, Rima 
Nashashibi, Jennifer Loren Neilson, Jen-
net Kreitner, and Sherine Zaza. She spoke 
of how the organizati ons she leads were 
helping the community by providing meals 
and engaging in tasks like beach clean-ups.

Speakers Crystal Lynn Privett , Ike Khama-
sani, Giovanna Salas, and Steven Ross spoke 
of how their successes had come through 
empowering themselves and succeeding 
hard work. With their inspirati onal speeches, 
they invited listeners to plan, take calcu-
lated risks and and achieve success. A youth 
speaker, Jasmin Sivakumaran impressed the 
audience with her powerful speech ti tled 
“Why Empowering Teen Girls Matters.” 
The cultural event included Kuchipudi and 
Shivnritya dance by students of Savitri Arts 
Academy, directed by Dr. Sinduri Jayasinghe; 
multi cultural dance, choregraphed by Lalitha 
Raaj; Bollywood style Kathak dance by Ruchi 
Lamba and her students; Bollywood songs 
by Priya Kumar and a recital by sarod player 
Stephen Day accompanied by Dr. Sukrit 
Mukherjee on tabla.

The emcee for the event held at Tandoor 
restaurant was Michelle Mehta.

Event Explores and Inspires Women to Leadership Roles

Dr. Manorama Gupta

Organizers and guests at the event.Local talent delighted the audience.
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Direct Line: 714-626-2023 • Cell: 714-335-9048
Email: jrshah@pacbell.net

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

INTERIOR DESIGNER

SERVICES AVAILABLE
• Total Remodeling with Designing &   
  Decorating
• Custom Furniture
• Mural painting and lighting
• Full line of landscaping including         
  Pool, Spa,Gazebo and BBQ.
• Hotel/Motel/Restaurant Remodeling 
  and decorating

Email: rjinteriors@yahoo.com
Cell: (714) 335-8240
Ph: (562) 691-2070

Brings Your Dream Come True

WE would help you to examine your RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL real estate portfolio and 
maximize your cashfl ow and appreciation including 1031 Tax deferred exchanges.

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, 
BUSINESS/INVESTMENT PROPERTIES & 

1031 TAX DEFERRED EXCHANGE EXPERT

714-335-9048

Rashmi Shah
USA graduate Interior Designer

Jigar (JR) Shah, MBA
License# 01116918

Please call JR for information of 
COVID 19 on Real Estate

Commercial

Residential

•  5 BD 4 BA in Palos Verdes - SOLD

•  3 BD 2 Ba Home for Sale in Cerritos

•  4 Bd 2.5 Ba home for Sale in Placentia

•  5 BD 4 BA View home in Yorba Linda - For Sale

•  5 BD 5 BA 5800 sqft Home - SOLD

•  Huge Parcel of Land 530+ Acres Off ering endless   
   opportunities to develop - FOR SALE

•  Successful Electronics Assembly Business operation     
   SOLD Looking for MANY MORE.
•  60,000 SQ.FT of Medical Building in Riverside County.
•  Excellent Industrial Building for Sale in Carson 
•  Shopping Center for Sale in Arizona - SOLD
•  All Medical Retail Center in Gilbert, AZ (Very Decent CAP rate)

 India-West Staff Reporter

 BUENA PARK, CA – The Indian Consul-
ate, San Francisco, on May 21 hosted an 
event where the SoCal community could 
meet and interact with the visiting Indian 
Minister of State for External Affairs, V. Mu-
raleedharan. Those who gathered at the Jain 
Center of Southern California represented 
a wide swathe of community organizations.

The minister’s visit came on the heels of 
his stop in New York to participate in the 
United Nation’s first International Migra-
tion Review Forum and the US convened 
meeting on global food security.

Consul General T.V. Nagendra Prasad in 
his brief remarks praised the Indian Ameri-
can community and said it was a testament 
to the respect they command in the state 
of California that Governor Gavin Newsom 
was among the first to ship oxygen concen-
trators to India during the pandemic. He 
said he was also happy to note the trend of 
more and more people getting into public 
service. On the prickly consular issue of OCI 
cards, the Consul General was disarming 
in saying that complaints were inevitable 
and simply shared an impressive statistic 
to point toward progress: Last year alone, 
54,000 OCI cards had been cleared and 
issued; this in comparison with the 27,000 
in the years past.  

In a pre-thought-out program flow, 
Deputy Consul General Rajesh Naik began 

by taking a set of questions from the audi-
ence and after introducing the minister, 
requested him to weave his answers into 
his speech.

Before he dove into answering them, 
Muraleedharan began by acknowledging 
that the Indian American community was a 
well-educated, well-heeled one “represent-
ing the best of India.” In response to a ques-
tion and referring to the Consul General’s 
stats on OCI, he said the huge interest in 
OCI, not just in the US but in other parts 
of the world, was a clear indication of the 
“strength of the Indian tricolor,” whereas 
in the past there had been no interest in 
Indian citizenship.

The minister said now that India’s Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi considers the di-
aspora, “a living bridge connecting India to 

the rest of the world,” 
it was only naturally 
their interests would 
be addressed. His 
ministry which used 
to focus only on bi-
lateral relations is 
now more focused 
on helping the com-
munity.

Addressing another 
question, this time 
pertaining to Ukraine, 
the minister said “we 
are neither friendly 

toward somebody nor away from some-
body. At the core of our hearts, we have 
our interests but at the same time we have 
global good in our mind.” The banning of 
wheat exports had led to the perception 
that India is against global food security 
but “India is doing what it is supposed to 
do for India and Indians.” He averred, “this 
is the reality of every country’s foreign 
policy.” India might have toed the line of 
others in the past but that was not the 
case anymore. He said a tweet he had seen 
summed it up well, where was slated as not 
arrogant, but confident.  

India, he said, was determined that the 
same inequity that happened with vaccines 
would not happen with wheat. “We are not 
hoarding,” he said, pointing to shipments to 
Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, and others.

Harking back to his earlier comment 
on how the diaspora was being viewed 
differently, Muraleedharan said India no 
longer considered it a ‘brain drain’ but has 
confidence in the youth that whichever 
part of the world they go to they will make 
India proud.

Referring to another comment that India 
should earmark monies for lobbying, he felt 
that was not the solution to empower India. 
The aim was to see that in India’s 100th year 
of independence, the nation emerges as a 
global leader, so the next 25 years were 
crucial, the minister said. Every Indian citi-
zen whether in India or outside has a role 
to play in making this happen.

It is not limited to economic growth, 
but it is about percolating the right nar-
rative about India. The whole perspective 
is created not just by mainstream media 
but through digital platforms and every 
individual can play a role in this. He picked 
up Modi’s slogan to make his point” ‘Sabka 
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas’ to now 
include ‘Sabka Prayas (everyone’s effort).’

He concluded his speech with a push for 
increasing tourism to India.

After Yogesh Shah President of the Jain 
Center gave a vote of thanks, the audience 
mingled and lined up for pictures with the 
minister. During his SoCal visit, Muraleed-
haran also made stops at BAPS, Chino Hills, 
and the University of Southern California, 
among others. 

Diaspora a ‘Living Bridge’ to India Says Minister on Visit to SoCal

V. Muraleedharan addresses the audience as Nagendra Prasad looks on.
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Natraj serves the ultimate in South 
Asian cuisine for weddings and 
special events.  Featuring our 
experienced and talented culinary 
team, and offering impeccable and 
unrivaled service, distinguishes us 
as the premier Indian caterer.

Our professional catering staff 
will create menus to exceed 
your expectations and ensure a 
memorable celebration for you and 
your guests.  Outstanding quality 
and exceptional value complete 
a perfect occasion.

            Catering
Natraj

23 Musick, Irvine 949/632-2778
www.natrajusa.com   email: vijay@natrajusa.com


