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The spectacular Ram Mandir in Ayodhya.

Judge Sanket J. Bulsara
Baba Ramdev: the real and the wax image.

The University of San Diego campus.

After $10 Billion Makeover, 
Ayodhya A Tourist Magnet

Biden Nominates Sanket Bulsara 
For NY Federal Judgeship

University Of San Diego Looks 
To Open Campus In Gujarat

Madame Tussauds New York 
Unveils Baba Ramdev Figure

NEW YORK, NY (IANS) –The Ram Man-
dir in Ayodhya which opened with great 
celebration and sent waves of joy among 

Indian Americans, is expected to have a 
big economic impact in the region as tour-

India-West News Desk

SAN DIEGO, CA – Dr. Chell Roberts, Dean 
of the Shiley-Marcos 
School of Engineer-
ing at the University 
of San Diego, has re-
vealed plans to estab-
lish a new campus in 
Gujarat. The univer-
sity will join forces 
with IIT Gandhinagar 
and other academic 
institutions to set up 
this innovative cam-
pus located in GIFT 
City, Gandhinagar.

Roberts told NDTV, 
“We anticipate the 
introduction of dual-

India-West Staff  Reporter

WASHINGTON, DC – President Joe Biden 
has nominated four individuals to federal 
district courts, “all of whom are extraordi-
narily qualifi ed, experienced, and devoted 
to the rule of law and our Constitution,” the 
White House said. Among them is Judge 
Sanket J. Bulsara who has been a United 
States Magistrate Judge for the Eastern 
District of New York since 2017.

Bulsara’s parents immigrated over 50 
years ago, his father worked for the City of 
New York as an engineer and his mother was 
a dedicated nurse. He received his J.D. from 
Harvard Law School, cum laude, in 2002 and 
his A.B., magna cum laude, from Harvard 
College in 1998.

“Sanket Bulsara is the epitome of the 
American Dream and a history maker: the 

child of hard-working immigrants from 
both India and Kenya and the fi rst South 

NEW YORK, NY (ANI) – Yoga guru Baba 
Ramdev became the latest global icon to 
fi nd pride of place at New York’s Madame 
Tussauds Museum, as his wax statue was 

unveiled on January 30.
On January 30, the 

Yoga guru’s wax im-
pression was unveiled 
at an event in Delhi in 
the presence of Baba 
Ramdev.

Baba Ramdev’s wax 
fi gure has been carved 
in  the Vrikshasana 
pose, which involves 
standing on one leg 
with the other leg bent 
and the sole resting 
against the inner thigh 
of the standing leg.

On the occasion, Baba Ramdev said, “I 
feel honored that my wax statue is being 
installed at Madame Tussauds in New York. 

degree programs in collaboration with other 
universities. Some courses will be taught 
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Direct Line: 714-626-2023 • Cell: 714-335-9048
Email: jrshah@pacbell.net

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

INTERIOR DESIGNER

SERVICES AVAILABLE

• Total Remodeling with Designing &  
  Decorating
• Custom Furniture
• Mural painting and lighting
• Full line of landscaping including       
  Pool, Spa,Gazebo and BBQ.
• Hotel/Motel/Restaurant Remodeling 
  and decorating

Email: rjinteriors@yahoo.com
Cell: (714) 335-8240

Brings Your Dream Come True

WE would help you to examine your RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL real estate portfolio and 
maximize your cashflow and appreciation including 1031 Tax deferred exchanges.

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, 
BUSINESS/INVESTMENT PROPERTIES & 

1031 TAX DEFERRED EXCHANGE EXPERT

714-335-9048

Jigar (JR) Shah, MBA
License# 01116918

Please call JR for information of 
COVID 19 on Real Estate

Commercial

Residential

•  Triplex for Sale in Dana Point

•  4 BD 3 BA in Fullerton

•  6 Bd 4 Ba in Anaheim Hills 

•  4 BD 3 BA townhome in West Los Angeles

•  4 Bd 4.5 Ba home in gated community in Riverside

•  Huge Parcel of Land 530+ Acres Offering endless   

   opportunities to develop - FOR SALE

•  A fully approved 3/4 acre flat lot in Carmichael

•  A profitable Dry Cleaners for sale in Costa Mesa

•  A profitable beer, meat & Groceries business in Long Beach

•  Six Units, 18 Units apartments for Sale in Downey.

•  All Medical Retail Center in Gilbert, AZ (Very Decent CAP rate)

•  Buyers looking for Manufacturing and 

    Non manufacturing companies.

Rashmi Shah
USA graduate Interior Designer

Indian Association of Los Angeles Celebrates 
Silver Anniversary, India’s 75 th R-Day

India-West Staff  Reporter

BURBANK, CA - The Indian 
Association of Los Angeles (IALA) 
hosted a huge India Republic Day 
celebration with over 500 guests at 
the Arbat Banquet, here on Febru-
ary 3. The new Counsel General of 
India in San Francisco, Dr Srikar 
Reddy headlined the gala which 
featured speeches and entertain-
ment with a live band.

IALA President Sunil Agrawal 
in his welcome, began the event 
in a unique manner. He presented 
thirteen videos of various organiza-
tions that were present including 
Ekal Vidyalaya, Akshaya Patra, and 
Saahas highlighting their work and 
impact on the community. That he 
put the spotlight on many others 
was deeply appreciated by those 
gathered. It also opened avenues 
for members of these groups to 
network and potentially work to-
gether too.

The event was a double celebra-
tion. Agrawal pointed out that 
it was the 75th Republic Day of 
India and also the silver jubilee 
of IALA. The event, he said, was 
“a testament to IALA’s success in 
bringing the community together, 
fostering unity, diversity, and 
celebrating India’s progress,” and 

in keeping with the traditions of 
India which, “teaches Vasudaiva 
Kutumbhakam, the whole world is 
one family.&quot; Kumar Jawa, an 
IALA co-founder was recognized 
for his vision in instituting the 
organization.

The Chairman of the IALA 
Board, Kanaksinh Zala also spoke 
lauding the eff orts of the organi-
zation and introduced the board 
members to the audience.

Dr. Srikar Reddy, in his speech, 
highlighted India’s achievements, 
including landing on the south 
pole of the moon, hosting the G20 
summit, passing historic women 
empowerment legislation, and be-
coming the world’s fastest-growing 
large economy.

The other dignitaries present 
including Scott M. Schmerelson, 
Los Angeles Unifi ed School District 
Board Member, Sean Regan from 

the office of Congressman Brad 
Sherman (D-CA, 32nd District), 
and Los Angeles City Councilmem-
ber John Lee were recognized on 
stage by IALA.

IALA also recognized “com-
munity heroes” Dr. Anil Shah, Dr. 
Bharat Patel, and Bharatsinh Zala 
lauding them for their outstanding 
contributions, philanthropy and 
unwavering commitment to work 
for the betterment of society.

The official proceedings were 
followed by a sumptuous meal 
catered by Royal Tandoor of Va-
lencia and entertainment featuring 
Kathak Kala Academy, a fashion 
show choreographed by Shagun 
Gupta and the live band, the OCP 
group which had everyone on their 
feet, dancing the night away.

The emcees for the event were 
Hema Chopra and Raman Chadha 
while the cultural segment was 
anchored by Falguni Zala and 
Hezal Shah.

IALA executive  committee 
members: President Sunil Agar-
wal, Pramesh Shah, Kiran Kam-
boj, Dhara Patel, Rajni Thakkar, 
Robin Paik, Navdeep Singh, 
Hezal Shah, Shamsher Sidhu, Ra-
mesh Bramharouthu, Dr. Bama 
Sridhar, Rajesh Khandelwal, 
Manisha Makwana, Mohinder 
Kaur, Promilla Sawhney, Vasu 
Pawar, and dedicated volunteers, 
namely Prem Seem, Hema Cho-
pra, Nisha Rawal, and Dr. Anjum.

IALA Board:  comprised of 
Chairman Kanaksinh Zala, Ku-
mar Jawa, Raman Chaddha, 
Manmohan Chopra, Iqbal Samra, 
Ranjit Joea, Satish Tomar, Bob 
Bawa, Manjeet Wahi, Dr. Jaswant 
Singh Dhillon, Bavi Sharma, Fal-
guni Zala, and Dr. Kalpesh Patel.
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Geopolitics – India Aligning More With The US
BY D.C.PATHAK 

The anti-India remarks made 
by Maldives President Mohamed 
Muizzu on returning home from a 
fi ve-day high-profi le state visit to 
China on January 13, go beyond 
what could be considered as the 
consequence merely of India’s 
known political support for his pre-
decessor Ibu Solih in the recently 
held presidential poll in Maldives. 
They refl ect a global trend of the 
rise of radicals in the Muslim world 
on the one hand and the impact of 
US-China polarization – indicating 
a new Cold War on the horizon – on 
the Islamic world, on the other.

The spread of ‘radicalization’ was 
accentuating the divide between 
the forces fiercely hostile to the 
US-led West and those Muslim 
countries who chose to be friendly 
with the US. The ‘war on terror’ that 
followed 9/11 proved to be a direct 
combat between the Islamic radical 
forces and the US-led West and 
helped the former to spread their 
hold on the Indian subcontinent, 
West Africa, and the Middle East.

The US-China polarization is 
pushing radicalized Muslim entities 
closer to China for political reasons.

The developments in Maldives 
are a part of the current geopoli-
tics marked by the ascendancy of 
India as a major power that is 
friendly with the US, the deepen-
ing confl ict between the US on the 
one hand and an ambitious China 
aspiring to become the second 
superpower, on the other and 
the anti-India narratives built by 
lobbies in India and abroad about 
the treatment of Muslim minority 
in the country. Signifi cantly, some 
of the ministerial colleagues of 
Muizzu had earlier described In-
dia as a ‘puppet of Israel’ injecting 
a communal bias against secular 
democratic India and confi rming 
their own ‘radicalized’ approach.

Maldives would likely add to the 
group of countries like Pakistan, 
Turkey, and Malaysia in the Or-
ganization of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) accentuating the divide 
between pro-US and ‘radicalized’ 
Muslim countries.

Mohamed Muizzu had contested 
the Presidential election in Mal-
dives on an ‘India out’ platform 

opposing the ‘India 
First’ call of Ibu Solih 
and emerged victori-
ous.

On return from Chi-
na, President Muizzu 
– who broke the tradi-
tion of a newly elected 
Maldivian President 
making his fi rst foreign 
visit to India – in an 
apparent jibe against 
India declared that “we 
may be small, but we 
are not in any coun-
try’s backyard – nor does it give any 
country license to bully us”. 

Asserting that the Indian Ocean 
does not belong to any single coun-
try, he claimed that China-Maldives 
relations were based on respect 
for sovereignty, equality, and non-
interference in internal aff airs.

Muizzu announced a slew of 
measures aimed at curtailing the 
dependence of Maldives on India 
in key sectors including health 
care, food security and tourism.

China’s Indian Ocean footprint 
was visibly enhanced by the elevation 
of ties between Maldives and China 
to the level of ‘strategic partnership’ 
during Muizzu’s visit to Beijing. On 
January 14, Muizzu stepped up his 
anti-India rhetoric by asking India 
to withdraw all Indian military per-
sonnel deployed in the Indian Ocean 
archipelago by March 15.

Muizzu has taken a strange 
stance – apparently attributable 
to Chinese influence – because 
India looked upon the Maldives 
as a key maritime neighbor in the 
Indian Ocean Rim (IOR) and gave 
it a special place in an initiative like 
SAGAR (security and growth for all 
in the region).

India will certainly fi nd ways and 
means of countering any Chinese 
designs in the Indian Ocean – par-
ticularly any hostile activity pur-
sued through China’s new-found 
friendship with Maldives.

The impact of radicalization on 
the Muslim world should not be 
underestimated.

Just as the ‘war on terror’ in 
Afghanistan led to the growth of Al 
Qaeda and Taliban, the US action 
in Iraq in 2003 enabled the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) to 
strike roots in the Iraq-Syria region.

ISIS had its origins in Al Qaeda 
in Iraq (AQI) and while ‘competing’ 
with Al Qaeda in furthering the cause 
of radical Islam, it attracted notice 
more for its hostility to the Shiites 
in the region on sectarian lines. This 
explains the intensity of ISIS opposi-
tion to the Alawite regime of Bashar 
al-Assad in Syria as well.

All Islamic radical outfi ts consid-
er the US-led West as their prime 
enemy and for political reasons 
alone, may be inclined to be on 
the side of China in the latter’s rift 
with the US.

China is taking full advantage 
of this geopolitical environment to 
expand its infl uence. Its adjustment 
with the Taliban Emirate in Kabul – 
with the helping hand of Pakistan – 
enabled it to extend its Belt & Road 
Initiative to Afghanistan.

The new level of friendship 
struck by China with Maldives 
during Muizzu’s visit to Beijing 
saw the Maldivian President re-
cording his appreciation for BRI 
and China extending a grant of 
MVR 2 billion to Maldives.

Islamic radicals are ‘revivalists’ 
who demand going back to the 
Puritan Islam of the period of the 
four ‘Pious Caliphs’ that brought 
no compromises and who advocate 
recourse to Jehad to restore the 
political hold and glory of the faith.

Western culture with its ‘cor-
rupting’ infl uence and the Shiite 
‘deviants’ are the prime targets of 
radicalized Sunnis. Interestingly, 
the Shiite regime of Ayatollahs in 
Iran is ideologically against Capi-
talism and is hence fundamentally 
against the US too.

Iran shares the antipathy that 
radicalized Hamas had towards 
Israel and this pretty much ex-

plains the active 
support extended 
by Hezbollah and 
Houthis to the for-
mer in the current 
Israel-Hamas con-
frontation.

It is a matter of 
concern that the 
post-Cold War era 
is witnessing a pro-
liferation of proxy 
wars and cross-
border offensives 
and an increasing 

trend of misuse of cyberspace for 
combat and destruction.

Technology can be used for both 
development and destabilization 
and rogue nations and non-state 
actors cannot be easily prevented 
from misusing technology.

India has in the follow-up on 
the G20 Summit already taken the 
initiative of calling an international 
conference to examine the issue of 
regulating the operations of Artifi -
cial Intelligence.

The phenomenon of proxy wars 
has been further complicated by the 
new trend of terrorists attacking 
the strategic and economic lifelines 
of the targeted country to economi-
cally weaken the opponent.

Further, ‘information warfare’ 
has become another new form of 
combat in which social media is 
used for peddling misinformation 
or building false narratives to bring 
down a legitimate regime or infl u-
ence the outcome of a democratic 
election in a country.

Instigating separatism or an 
insurgency from outside is also a 
kind of external threat countries 
face today – India has seen this 
happening in both Kashmir and the 
Northeast. ITBP is a matter of great 
satisfaction that measures have 
been taken by the present Union 
Home Minister to curb Naxalism, 
terrorism and separatist move-
ments, with good results.

Developments in the Maldives 
reflect the current geopolitics 
that features the US-China clash 
of interests, the Ukraine-Russia 
military confrontation, the Hamas-
Israel confl ict, the rise of Islamic 
radicals in the Muslim world, and 
a Sino-Pak axis that was active 
against India.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has, by taking an independent 
stand on the Ukraine-Russia mili-
tary confrontation and getting 
India to abstain from voting in 
UNGA on a US-sponsored resolu-
tion against Russia – while at the 
same time messaging the two war-
ring sides that “this is not an era of 
war”, helped India to become an 
important voice in the world on 
issues of war and peace.

What is more, India has been 
able to establish that its relation-
ship with the US would remain 
deep and irreversible despite its 
continuing bonds of friendship 
with Russia.

India has a clear sight of which 
side to be on, in the emerging polar-
ization between the US and China, 
and has decided to take on the latter 
on LAC, on the marine front, and 
international platforms – it has 
already stepped up its role in Quad.

On the threat from Islamic 
radicalization and faith-based ter-
rorism, India again is fi rmly with 
the US in dealing with the shared 
danger. India has unequivocally 
condemned the terror attack of 
Hamas on Israel but has favored 
a ‘two-state’ solution in Palestine 
and restraint in the use of military 
power to avoid civilian loss of life.

As regards the Sino-Pak axis, 
India is prepared to deal with 
the two adversaries and foil their 
attempts to carry out covert op-
erations against this country’s 
internal security. 

Overall, there is clarity in Prime 
Minister Modi’s policy of getting 
the two largest democracies of 
the world – India and the US – to 
lead the democratic order against 
the perils of dictatorial and fun-
damentalist regimes. Indo-US co-
operation is touching new heights 
in the spheres of both security and 
economic development and is at 
the forefront regarding the applica-
tion of new technologies including 
Artifi cial Intelligence to the same.

In a multipolar world order, 
India is rightly opting for bilateral 
and multilateral friendships de-
signed to serve the mutual interests 
of the partners while preserving the 
cause of global peace.

Pathak is a former director of 
India’s Intelligence Bureau.

Maldives President Mohamed Muizzu.
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How Can I be Content?

Realize that you have been 
blessed with so much. It 
is only on account of your 
greed and ego that you 

cannot see it. Rejoice and value 
the life that you have. Be grateful 
for the many things you have 
taken for granted. Discontentment 
will not lead you anywhere. One 
day, death will knock at your door, 
and you will be taken away by 
the feeling of discontentment. 
Therefore, awaken! Live with 
contentment.

Contentment is Acceptance
One who is content wonders how 
he has been blessed with such 
abundance. He feels he has been 
granted far more than he deserves. 
He lives in a feeling of gratitude, 
and this itself is contentment. It 
is acceptance of what is, and the 
belief that it is enough. This brings 
happiness and peace. Each day, 
every moment, he receives gifts 
from the Lord as torrents of bliss 
pouring in his heart.

Acceptance is the spirit of a seeker. 
He surrenders his life unto God 

like a blank chequebook 
with a valid signature at the 
bottom. He allows God to fill in 
whatever is necessary for him. 
He has no choice or desire of 

his own.

Acceptance is blissful. 
Nothing external can damp-

en the bliss. Where there 
are no pre-conditions or 
desires like, ‘it would be 

nice if this happens,’ or ‘if 
that does not happen’, there 

is no choice. Without choice, 
there are no demands and, there-
fore, no anxiety or fear. The mind 
has no cause for disturbance. The 
seeker is at peace with whatev-
er happens. There is no need for 
him to check whether any event is 

- PUJYA GURUDEVSHRI RAKESHJI

comforting or distressing. There 
is a unique indifference towards 
the event itself. His bliss is not de-
pendent on any person, place, or 
situation because he knows that 
happiness or sorrow do not come 
from the external.

Feeling of Gratitude
Man complains only because he 
is not content with what he has. 
If he gets hurt and fractures his 
leg, he complains. If his leg were 
so important, one wonders why 
he failed to thank God when his 
leg was normal and yet reacts 
when his leg is injured. One day 
you are hurt so you complain, and 
for years, nothing went wrong, 
but there was no expression of 
gratitude. It appears as though 
you are determined to remain 
discontent, sad and depressed. 
Infinite bliss has been bestowed 
upon you, but you remain 
unaware of it. If you cultivate 
the feeling of gratitude, you will 
always remain content and happy. 
Therefore, strengthen the feeling 
of gratitude.

A spiritual seeker is one whose 
way of thinking and living has 
been transformed. In whatever 
he sees and whatever he gets, his 
connection with God is not lost. 
His joy never disappears; instead, 
it keeps increasing. He does not 
become depressed. Ever joyful, 
he is content, satisfied, and has 
no demands. He always feels 
blessed.

To remain content and happy is an 
art. It is not a gift from destiny. It 
is a reward from the Sadguru, the 
fruit of His grace. It is the result 
of the practice of His teachings. 
Whether standing, sitting, eating, 
or drinking, one who can remain 
content alone receives an open 
invitation from the Supreme Self.

One may ask, ‘I am dissatisfied with everything. What can I acquire that will make 
me content?’ The saints reply that so long as you think in terms of acquiring, you 

will not be content. The thought of acquiring itself is the source of discontentment. 
Contentment lies in celebrating what you have, while discontentment is a result 

of desire or greed for what you do not have. Chasing what you do not possess will 
keep you running around forever, as acquiring everything will never be possible. 

Discontentment will be the sad story of your life.

Pujya Gurudevshri Rakeshji’s

Satsang 
in Los Angeles

Date: Thurs, Mar 21st & Fri, Mar 22nd
Dinner: 5:30pm

Bhakti & Discourse: 7:30pm - 9:30pm

Venue: Jain Center of Southern California

8072 Commonwealth Ave., 
Buena Park, CA 90621.

No Cost to Attend

For RSVP: (Required)
http://www.bit.ly/Satsang2024

Contact: 
Dilip Parekh: (310) 721-5947

Mahesh Wadher: (909) 376-4027

LosAngeles@srmd.org


