Voice of the Indian American Community

INDIA WEST

Vol. 11, No.12 * April 12, 2024

J®URNAL

www.indiawest.com

6% Of Indian Americans Live In Poverty

India-West News Desk

NEW YORK, NY — A recent Pew sur-
vey has highlighted the socioeconomic
disparities within the Asian American
community, with Indian Americans and
Filipino Americans emerging with the
lowest poverty rates among Asian groups.

Contrary to the common portrayal of
Asian Americans as educationally and finan-
cially successful, about 10% of Asian Ameri-
cans overall live below the poverty line, as
per a Pew Research Center analysis and US
Census Bureau data. The study, conducted
in 2022, revealed that more than 2.3 million
Asian Americans, approximately one in ten,
were living in poverty.

The poverty rates vary significantly
across different origin groups. Burmese
Americans (19%) and Hmong Americans

Indian American poverty levels are the least among Asians.

(17%) were identified among the Asian-
origin groups with the highest poverty
rates in 2022, according to Pew.

Education & Language

An intriguing finding is that a consider-
able proportion of Asian Americans living
in poverty, specifically one-third of those
aged 25 and older, possess a bachelor’s
degree. In comparison, only 14% of non-
Asians in poverty hold a similar degree.
Moreover, Asian Americans with at least a
bachelor’s degree are notably less likely to
live in poverty (5%) than those with lesser
formal education (13%).

Immigrants constitute a significant por-
tion of Asian Americans living below the
poverty line, with nearly six in ten falling
into this category. The survey indicates

that a relatively small number of these
Contd. on P33

Dr Barjatya Leads NASA Study
Of Ionosphere During Eclipse

India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC — On April
8, the US experienced a remark-
able total solar eclipse that capti-
vated millions of spectators across
the country. However, beyond its
awe-inspiring visual spectacle, the
celestial event provided a unique
opportunity for scientific explora-
tion, particularly for researchers
aiming to delve into the Earth’s
upper atmosphere, known as the
ionosphere.

Leading the charge in this
crucial research endeavor was
Dr. Aroh Barjatya, a Professor of
Engineering Physics at Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University

Contd. on P12

Dr. Aroh Barjatya is doing cutting edge work.
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Reps Ask DoJ For Briefing On
Status Of Anti-Hindu Crimes

Samosa Caucus: Indian American Representatives have spoken with an united voice.

congressional reps Ro Khanna (CA-17), Shri
Thanedar (MI-13), Pramila Jayapal (WA-
07), and Ami Bera (CA-06) on March 29, in

Contd. on P26

India-West Staff Reporter

WASHINGTON, DC — Led by Congress-
man Raja Krishnamoorthi, Indian American
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Huge Response Shows Community

Need For Consular Serv1ces
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By Rajshree Mudaliar

SAN DIEGO, CA — On March
23, the House of India hosted a
Consular Camp in collaboration
with the Indian consulate in San
Francisco and the visa services
company, VFS.

The event, dubbed ‘Consulate @
yourdoorstep,” was a resounding
success, attracting approximately
300 members of the commu-
nity. Although the camp officially
opened at 9 AM, attendees began
arriving nearly an hour prior.
Interestingly, individuals from as

far as Orange County, Temecula,
El Centro, and other Southern Cali-
fornia cities attended the camp,
although it was primarily planned
for the San Diego community.
House of India Co-Presidents
Vijay Navani and Ajay Kumar
officially welcomed the Consul
General Dr. Srikar Reddy, to for-
mally inaugurate the camp. In his
address, The Consul General as-
sured attendees that efforts were
underway to streamline processes,
aiming to make various services
more accessible to everyone.
Throughout the day, over 180

visa applications
were processed
by officials while
House of India
volunteers did
the pre-checks on
documents and
offered attendees
complimentary
photocopying and
printing services.

The consul-
ate also provided
walk-in services
to address queries
from community
members. It was
heartening to see
many senior citi-
zens, some as old as 90 years,
taking advantage of the camp to
resolve their issues.

House of India recognized the
importance of facilitating the camp,
having understood the huge need
within the community for the ser-
vices. Encouraged by the camp’s suc-
cess, the Consul General suggested
the possibility of hosting similar
camps every quarter in San Diego,
given the sizable Indian community
inthe area. The owner of Royal India
Restaurant, Sam Kambo generously
provided his banquet room as the
venue for the camp.

Hamid Daudani’'s New Theater
Production Plays On May 3

India-West Staff Reporter

SAN DIEGO, CA - Hamid
Daudani & Group’s 29th theater
production set to premiere on May
3 at the Joan Kroc Theatre here,
delves deep into the complexities
of tradition, progress, and the uni-
versal quest for respect and love.

Titled “Manzil Pyaar Ki”, this
play in Hindi promises to be
a thought-provoking journey
through the life of a courageous
woman striving to carve out her
place in a community steeped in
age-old customs. The narrative
centers around the protagonist,

Sheena, who arrives in the town
with her daughter, determined
to establish here. She is looking
for love and respect. However,
as she immerses herself in the
fabric of the community, Sheena
finds herself trapped in a web
of conflicting ideologies. Her
progressive views clash with the
deeply ingrained traditions of
the village.

Manzil Pyaar ki promises to be a
powerful drama that will keep the
audience involved with well-knit-
ted story and its climax. Beautiful
dances will add to its presentation,
a press release said.

Residential

Commercial

« Triplex for Sale in Dana Point

- 4 BD 3 BA in Fullerton

» 6 Bd 4 Ba in Anaheim Hills

- 4 BD 3 BA townhome in West Los Angeles

» 4 Bd 4.5 Ba home in gated community in Riverside

» Huge Parcel of Land 530+ Acres Offering endless
opportunities to develop - FOR SALE

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL,
BUSINESS/INVESTMENT PROPERTIES &
1031 TAX DEFERRED EXCHANGE EXPERT

714-335-9048

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL
INTERIOR DESIGNER

USA graduate Interior Designer

Brings Your Dream Come True

« A fully approved 3/4 acre flat lot in Carmichael
A profitable Dry Cleaners for sale in Costa Mesa

« A profitable beer, meat & Groceries business in Long Beach SERVICES AVAILABLE
« Six Units, 18 Units apartments for Sale in Downey. Jigar (JR) Shah, MBA  Total Remodeling with|Designing &
« All Medical Retail Center in Gilbert, AZ (very Decent CAP rate) Licensed 06918 Decorating

« Custom Furniture

« Mural painting and lighting

« Full line of landscaping including
Pool, Spa,Gazebo and BBQ.

» Hotel/Motel/Restaurant Remodeling
and decorating

Email: rjinteriors@yahoo.com
Cell: (714) 335-8240

« Buyers looking for Manufacturing and
Non manufacturing companies.

Please call JR for information of
COVID 19 on Real Estate

WE would help you to examine your RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL real estate portfolio and

maximize your cashflow and appreciation including 1031 Tax deferred exchanges.
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Dazzle in Aprll

Diamonds reign as birthstone of the month

Los Angeles San Francisco Glendale Galleria Atlanta
18508 Pioneer Blvd. Artesia, CA 90701 5944 Newpark Mall Rd. Newark, CA 94560 2213 Galleria Way Glendale, CA 91210 1070 Oak Tree Rd. Decatur, GA 30033
562-402-8755 510-797-8755 818-243-8755 404-325-8755

Shop online at www.BHINDLcom
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COMMENTARY  This Election Cycle, What's Leading Women To The Polls?

By SELEN OZTURK

As women voters head to the
polls this fall, domestic workers’
rights, reproductive rights, gun
control and violence against office-
holder and election official women
are forefront concerns.

Abuse in office

This violence is a pervasive
threat for those on the ballots —
and a national Brennan Center for
Justice report found that abuse
of local elected officials and elec-
tion workers disproportionately
impacts women.

Among over 350 state legislators
surveyed, over 40% had experi-
enced threats or attacks in the past
several years, while nearly 20% of
local officeholders had. Further-
more, 8% of state legislators said
they were explicitly intimidated by
a member of the public carrying a
weapon — which is allowed in leg-
islative chambers in many states.

“When you take into account
less severe forms of abuse, like
harassment, assaults, and stalking,
almost 90% of state legislators and
over half of local officeholders had
experienced some form of abuse,”
said Maya Kornberg, research
fellow on the Elections and Gov-
ernment Program at the Brennan
Center at a March 8 briefing on
issues guiding women at the polls.

Women and people of color not
only experienced more abuse than
their male and white counterparts,
but different kinds.

“They were likely to tell us that
they were subjected to identity-
based abusive language about
their children and their families,
romantic life, appearance, age, race
or gender,” continued Kornberg.
“Women serving in state legisla-
tures were nearly four times as
likely as men to experience abuse
of a sexual nature.”

“This is not only a threat to the
safety of our officeholders, but also
to our democracy,” she said. 40% of
local and 20% of state officeholders
said this abuse made them “more
reluctant to engage with their con-
stituents, either online or in public
... Half of women in local office said
it was deterring them from running
for reelection.”

The threat extends behind the

VOTE
DAY

polls, as a previous Brennan Cen-
ter report found that one in three
U.S. election officials — of which
over 80% are women — were being
harassed, threatened, or abused
because of their job.

To curb this abuse, Kornberg
recommended extending to the
state level already-existent federal
measures like campaign security,
officeholder training and mental
health support, gun regulations
where officeholders and officials
interact with the public, and sys-
tematically collected abuse data.

Reproductive rights

Another issue ever-more urgent
to women’s concerns is reproduc-
tive rights, especially since the
2022 Dobbs v. Jackson decision
to overturn Roe v. Wade and
eliminate the constitutional right
to abortion.

“Reproductive justice includes
the human right to have the chil-
dren that we want; raise our chil-
dren in safe communities; to be
able to prevent or have pregnancies
without shame and with dignity;
and our human right to make our
own decisions about our bodies,
our families and our futures,” said
Monica Simpson, executive direc-
tor at Sister Song.

Increasing U.S. abortion bans
after the Dobbs decision have
worsened “a maternal health crisis
in this country,” she continued.
“Even having the legal right to

something does not grant access.
Before Dobbs, we had areas or
states like Mississippi that only had
one abortion clinic, and the Hyde
Amendment” banning federal
funding through Medicaid to cover
almost all abortions.

In the first half of 2023, nearly
one in five patients were travel-
ing out of state for abortion care,
compared with one in 10 in 2020.

“This is a crisis worsened by
additional barriers like contracep-
tion deserts, inequitable access to
sex education, law enforcement
brutality, and preventing Medicaid
expansion in states with abortion
bans,” said Simpson.

To chart a way forward is to
reduce the stigma around abor-
tion, and to do so “we have to be
willing to say the word abortion,”
she continued. At last week’s State
of the Union, “the President could
not even say it — though he said the
fight would continue in his leader-
ship. We must not think that this is
abad word. Abortion care is health
care, and all that’s on the table for
us across our reproductive lives.”

Domestic work

“In the U.S. every day, 10,000
children are born and approxi-
mately 10,000 people turn 65.
We’re living longer than ever
before, and so we need more
care than ever,” said Ai-Jen Poo,
president of the National Domestic
Workers Alliance. “Yet, we don’t

have a national affordable child-
care program, a federal paid family
and medical leave program or a
long-term care benefit.”

“What we have is 53 million
overstretched family caregivers
who are mostly women, and over
7 million care workers who are
underpaid and are overwhelm-
ingly women — about 90% women,
and mostly women of color,” she
continued. The median annual
income for a U.S. homecare worker
is $23,000 per year.

“It’s hard to picture support-
ing yourself and raising a family
in this country on poverty wages
without benefits, health insurance,
childcare and paid time off, which
is why expanded care access is so
urgent,” Poo said. “The 11 million
women in the U.S. who are in the
generation sandwiched between
caring for young children and car-
ing for aging parents are especially
feeling the brunt of this.”

“These are jobs that can’t be
automated or outsourced, at least
anytime soon; they’ll be a large
share of jobs in the future,” she
added. “The pandemic exposed our
epidemic of low-wage work — how
women struggling to make ends
meet are essential workers for our
health and society. Now, we need
to value them as essential.”

Gun control

The national epidemic of gun
violence, too, is motivating women

to vote for a safer future.

“In America, there’s a gun for ev-
ery man, woman, child, and dog.
There are more guns than people
and more gun dealers than all
Starbucks and McDonald’s com-
bined,” said Shikha Hamilton,
Vice President of Organizing at
Brady. “It’s not a mental health
or domestic violence issue. The
problem is easy access.”

In California in the past 30
years, for example, legislation re-
stricting this access has reduced
gun death by 50%. If the rest of
the country would follow, 19,000
lives would be saved.

In 2000, Brady first held a Mil-
lion Mom March — the largest
gun protest at the National Mall in
U.S. history at the time, with over
750,000 people there and thou-
sands more nationwide in 78 cities
calling for an end to gun violence.

The impact was nearly immedi-
ate, said Hamilton: “stalled gun
safety legislation sailed through
state houses that November in-
cluding a referendum to close the
gun show loophole, organizers led
thousands on another march to the
polls, and NRA stalwarts were vot-
ed out of Congress in 2000 in two
states.”“Our calls for change more
recently have led to the passage of
the bipartisan Safer Communities
Act and the creation of the nation’s
first-ever White House Office of
Gun Violence Prevention — which
was led by a woman, Vice President
Kamala Harris,” she continued.
Despite partisan rhetoric, this issue
“unites women across the aisle.”

90% of all Americans in 2019,
for instance, supported back-
ground checks on all gun sales.

A historical record 48,830-gun
deaths in 2021 reflected a 23%
rise since then, while gun deaths
among children and teens rose
50% in those two years — from
1,732 in 2019 to 2,590 in 2021.

“Women continue to lead this
movement because we're horrified
to see what this epidemic is doing
to us and our children,” Hamilton
added. “Women from all walks
of life will continue to fight this
epidemic until we have created a
safer future for the next genera-
tion by freeing America from gun
violence.” (Ethnic Media Services)
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EXPERIENCE JAPAN
WITH
SITA WORLD TOURS

With one of the world’s most high tech cities as
its capital, and the alluring Mt. Fuji in the
backdrop, Japan is known for its historical
temples, spellbinding cherry blossoms, high
speed trains and mouth watering cuisine.

Book by June 30, 2024
and save $150 off per couple on
SITA's Atfordable Japan tour

other SITA tours available:
Japan's Scenic Vistas (6 Days)
Onsen and Monkeys (3 Days)
Toyko: Window to Japan (4 Days)
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Visit our website for more details.
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WORLD TOURS
Established 1933

<« Japan. Jl\lI_Q

Endless
P 2 D ISCove ry_ Japan National

Tourism Organization

sitatours.com | 800.421.5643
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Rajnish Dhunna Named
Pres1dent Of Ra]put Assoc1atlon

— Vice President,
Baljinder Tahim
— Secretary, and
Amit Sedha -
Treasurer. Man-
jit Dasaur, the
outgoing presi-
dent automati-
cally assumed
the position of
Chairman as per
the bylaws of the

Assoclatwn
Amenca

India-West Staff Reporter

ORANGE, CA — The Rajput Association
of America, held its general body meeting
here at Tandoor restaurant on March 29 to
elect new officers for the 2024-2025 term.

After some discussion and a brainstorm-
ing session, the following members were
nominated and elected unanimously: Ra-
jnish Dhunna — President, Ravinder Verma

association.

The newly elected officers then appointed
the following members for additional re-
sponsibilities: Board of Trustees — Kewal
Kanda, Anil Verma, Rajinder Dhunna, and
Yash Singh. Board of Directors — Vijay
Kanwar, Satish Kanda, Rishu Rana, Ashok
Madan, Satinder Verma, and Roshan
Gupta.

Yash Singh, a former president, adminis-
tered the oath of office to all elected officers.

COMMUNITY

INDIA WEST

Sikhs Celebrate 556th Year
At Khalsa Care Foundation

By GURBUX SINGH

PACOIMA, CA - Sikhs celebrated the
556th year of the Sikh religion at Khalsa
Care Foundation here, on March 13.

Hundreds of Sikhs from the local area and
beyond gathered to partake in the festivities,
which included religious observances and a
bountiful array of food and drink.

Renowned Ragis,
or religious singers,
performed hymns
and delivered talks
on the significance
ofthe day. Attendees
continuously filed
into the Darbar Hall
to pay their respects
to the Sri Guru
Granth Sahib, while
outside, volunteers
served langar and
sweetmeats to a steady stream of devotees.

The celebration commenced at 6 pm and
continued uninterrupted until midnight,
when attendees eagerly showered rose pet-
als upon the Sri Guru Granth Sahib.

As the event drew to a close, Ardas was
recited to offer gratitude to the Almighty
for the abundance bestowed upon the
congregation.

SF Consul General Attends R

India-West Staff Reporter

FREMONT, CA — Consul General Dr. K.
Srikar Reddy visited the Masjid e Mohammed
here to mark the sacred occasion of Ramadan
alongside the Dawoodi Bohra community. His
presence at the mosque coincided with the
auspicious night of Lalit-ul-Qadr, also known
as the Night of Power, symbolizing the values
of unity, compassion, and introspection. Dur-
ing his visit, Dr. Reddy immersed himself in
therich cultural and spiritual traditions of the

%cnnE
%

()

%,

,09
Contact SAHARA
562.402.4132
or email

info@saharacares.org

Crisis Helpline 1.888.724.2722

info@saharacares.org
www.saharacares.org
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Dawoodi Bohra community, emphasizing the
importance of fostering mutual understand-
ing and respect among diverse faiths.

Reddy also graced the Indian Community
Interfaith Iftar celebration at Masjid Zakaria
in Fremont. The event brought together
over 800 attendees. Organized by Muslim
organizations representing Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Karnataka, Maharashtra, and
beyond, the celebration epitomized the
shared values of inclusivity and harmony
cherished by communities across India.
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If you or a loved one has been affected by
domestic violence, please contact SAHARA to
gain assistance.

Project

SAHARA

South Asian Helpline and Referral Agency

Services Offered

&
8¢

Case Management
 Mental Health Counseling

e Support Groups

e Emergency/Transitional Housing
e Legal Referrals

e Childcare Support

e Transportation Vouchers

e Educational Career Counseling
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“This publication was supported by funding awarded by CAL OES DV22 02 1316 through
the California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES).”

You are not alone. Support
is available. All services are
free and confidential,
please call or email us for
an appointment.
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The Yadunandan Center for India Studies is
Proud to Present

the 21st Annual Solanki
Lecture

Shobita Parthasarathy

How Inclusive 1s “Inclusive
Innovation”? Understanding
Technologically-Enabled
Empowerment in India

Shobita Parthasarathy is Professor of Public
Policy and Gender and Women's Studies, and
Director of the Science, Technology, and Public
Policy Program, at the University of Michigan.

APRIL 18TH

CPaCE Conferences, Cal State
Long Beach

RECEPTION/DINNER 6:00PM
LECTURE 7:00PM

Scan the QR code to RSVP now!
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Akshaya Patra Lauded In United Nations For Servmg A
Landmark 4 Billion Meals

India-West News Desk

NEW YORK, NY - In an event titled
“Achievements in Food Security: India’s
Strides Towards Sustainable Development
Goals” at the United Nations headquar-
ters here, the Akshaya Patra Foundation

celebrated its landmark achievement of
serving four billion meals.

In attendance were Nobel Laureate
Kailash Satyarthi, N. R. Narayana Murthy
the Chairman Emeritus of Infosys, and
Madhu Pandit Dasa, Founder-Chairman of
the Akshaya Patra Foundation. Together,
they stressed the power
of collaborative efforts
to eradicate hunger
and enhance educa-
tion through nutrition-
al support. Satyarthi
said, “Akshaya Patra
has successfully kept
millions of children
from dropping out of
schools who would oth-
erwise be pushed into
labor due to their so-

cio-economic status.”

Narayana Murthy
appreciated their ef-
forts and said, “Ak-
shaya Patra’s grand and
noble battle to ensure
that no child is denied
education because of
hunger is a crucial
piece in this complex
jigsaw puzzle.”

Madhu Pandit Dasa
explained that in the
past 24 years, Akshaya

Kailash Satyarthi speaks at the event.

Patra has demonstrated a model for
large-scale feeding in partnership with
the government to meet the UN Sustain-
able Development Goal of Zero Hunger.
Reiterating the commitment to serve
“hot, nutritious, safe, and tasty meals”
to children every school day, he thanked
the stakeholders including the Govern-
ment of India, the Ministry of Education,
state governments, corporate partners,
individual donors, and the community at
large for their support.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi sent a
message read by India’s Permanent Rep-
resentative to the UN, Ruchira Kamboj in

which he congratulated the Akshaya Patra
Foundation for its consistent initiatives to
make into reality the global aspiration of
Zero Hunger.

The Akshaya Patra Foundation was es-
tablished in 2000. Going a step ahead with
the ISKCON temple’s tradition of feeding
the hungry, it all began with feeding 1,500
children of five schools in Bengaluru.
This initiative grew to become the world’s
largest (not-for-profit run) mid-day meal
program, serving wholesome food to over
two million children from 24,082 schools
in 72 locations across 16 states and 2
Union Territories in India.

Enroliment Options:

5 Days/Week : M-F
3 Days/Week: M-W-F Part Time: 9am - 1pm

CHINMAYA MISSION LOS ANGELE

2 - 5 years old (must be potty trained)

Age and Skill appropriate Curriculum

Language and Literacy, Number Concepts, Measurement, Problem
Solving Skills, Accelerated Read & Write, Earth & Life Sciences

Other Activities: Arts & Crafts, Sensory Activities,
Music & Movements, Prayers & Bhajans, Festival Celebration, Yoga

Full Time: 8:30am - 3:30pm

14451 Franklin Avenue, Tustin, CA 92780
WWW.CHINMAYALA.ORG

Chinmaya Early Education Program G
NOW ENROLLING Spring Session: Apr 8 Jun 7, 2024 ¥

For Curriculum Contact: Swathi Murthy: 949-697-1138

For Registration & Fees Contact:
Hema Pandya: 858-7ﬁ1 -3863 | Meena ehta: 949-439 9633
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COURAGE FOR CAUSE

Saahas for Cause is
holding an informational
session on
sexual assault, led by a
licensed therapist Pinkal
Panchal

When: April 12th, 2024
5:00-6:00pm

Where: Zoom (Scan QR code)

**¥You can choose to rename
yourself on zoom for anonymity

*Sexual assault is any form of unwanted sexual contact
or behavior, including rape, groping, and harassment. It is
important to openly discuss sexual assault to raise
awareness, provide support to survivors, and work
towards preventing future incidents.

For more information contact us at
sheetal@saahasforcause.org
or call 562-526-2508
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San Diego Millionaire Drops
Pants, Over Parking Row

India-West News Desk

SAN DIEGO, CA — Ajay Thakore,
the owner of a $4.5 million Lam-
borghini yacht refused parking by
a dock worker, dropped his pants
and exposed his genitals and then
proceeded with threats to kill him.

Thakore wanted to park at the
Seaforth Boat Rental to pick some-
one up, the Daily Mail reported,
when he was refused parking by a
21-year-old dock worker.

Video footage showed the CEO
of Doctor Multimedia abusing the
worker and he was heard saying,
“T'llkill you! Iwill kill you! You know
I'll kill you! I will kill you! I will kill
you!” Thakore then pulled down his
pants and exposed himself, making
inappropriate gestures towards the
worker, the video showed.

Inresponse to media reports and
social media trolling, Ajay Thakore
posted a video on his Instagram
page, saying defiantly that there
are “two sides to every story”.
He said he was defending his
employee, claiming he was being
restricted, restrained, and threat-
ened while attempting to board
the yacht. “As a leader, I defend
my own fiercely with everything I
have, and I will never apologize for
that,” he claimed.

A video of his employee saying

he had been invited to his boss’
yacht when two workers from the
rental company physically got in
his way and “the situation became
tense” when his boss stepped in as
“he is very protective of his employ-
ees” was also posted.

Thakore addressed perceptions
attached to the wealthy and fa-
mous, stating, “Successful people
become so for a reason. I will
always defend my own, it doesn’t
matter how many cameras are out.
If you want to f*ck around, you are
going to find out.” This is not the
first altercation of Thakore. In 2021
he made news when he quarreled
with American Pizza Manufactur-
ing — again related to parking.

INDIA WEST
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SF Consul General Inaugurates Cricket

Pitch At Univers

ity Of T

he Pacific

India-West News Desk

SAN FRANCISCO, CA — Con-
sul General Dr. K. Srikar Reddy
inaugurated a cricket pitch at the
University of the Pacific’s Stockton
campus in Stockton, CA.

Christopher Callahan, president
of the University of the Pacific, and
Niraj Chaudhary, the university’s
dean of libraries, were among the
100 people who attended the event.

Reddy highlighted the signifi-
cance of the pitch for the 450
Indian students, who account for
about 50 percent of total interna-
tional students at the University.

“This certainly will make more
students from India consider the
University of the Pacific. I could
not be more pleased with this event
today. We appreciate how the uni-
versity has embraced our culture.
We will have a great friendship
with Pacific,” he said.

Pacific President Christopher
Callahan was traveling with a
university contingent near Ahmed-
abad, India last fall when Chaud-
hary told him, “We need a cricket
pitch at Pacific.” Less than six
months later, the new cricket pitch
has become a reality.

The atmosphere was festive with
an exhibition cricket match, Indian

food, Bollywood performances,
and much more in a celebration of
sport and culture.

“Cricket is like a religion to us,
and we appreciate the university
putting in this cricket pitch,” said
Yusuf Ejaz ’24, a native of New
Delhi. “This is special to interna-
tional students. It makes us feel
like we are home.”

Callahan said a big part of the
process was simply listening to
students. “Long before we built
the cricket pitch, the students were
playing on makeshift fields, and
they wanted more,” Callahan said.
“Niraj knows I am an easy sell. We
wrote the plan for the facility on the
way back from India, and he is the
one who made it happen.”

Cricket had begun to take hold
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at Pacific even before the facility
was dedicated. There are 93 active
members on Pacific’s cricket club
team—a number sure to grow with
the university continuing to enroll
record numbers of international
students (now at 13%). Cricket also
is popular in Pakistan, England,
and other countries with students
at Pacific. Club members had been
playing indoors at Main Gym—a
functional but hardly ideal venue.

“It means a lot to us that the uni-
versity would consider and build a
cricket pitch. This shows how much
Pacific cares about students,” said
Devkumar Patel ’24, president of
the Pacific Cricket Club. “Back
home in India, we would play the
sport every day. This will allow us
to do the same thing here at Pacific.”
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Puja travels 2

Special Deals -

Special Fares For
MUMBAI, DELHI, AHMEDABAD,
CHENNAI, HYDERABAD
DHAKA & PAKISTAN
SPECIALIZING IN EUROPE, SPAIN, PORTUGAL
AFRICA PACKAGES.

Call Us For Family or Family Reunion
All Inclusive Packages For
CANCUN, ARUBA, JAMAICA, LOS CABOS
& MANY MORE.

Special Fares for Business Class VIRGIN ATLANTIC, LUFTHANSA & EMIRATES.
Special Fares For Premium Economy & Economy.

(© 813-344-0744, 714-522-8200

info@pujatravels.com | @ WWW.PUJATRAVELS.COM

WE HAVE OFFICE IN CALIFORNIA AND FLORIDA
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» SAAHAS FOR CAUSE 4

CHAHK DE SOCAL

WELLNESS « CRICKET « ENTERTAINMENT

Saahas in collaboration with LACDMH &
ABC School District welcomes you to a day filled with

fu . Cricket
I : ./:.: Singing
n + Art & Craft
Dance Workshop

Henna & Face Painting
Relay Race, Lemon & Spoon Walk,
Three-Legged Race & Carrom Board

Scan to register for a

Free Youth Cricket Tutorial

o May 18th Saturday, 8 am - 2 pm
‘ Tetzlaff Middle School
12351 Del Amo Blvd, Cerritos, CA

RSVP: info@saahasforcause.org or 562-526-2508
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SAN ANTONIO, TX (IANS) — Indian
American Akshay Bhatia held his nerve in
a tense finish and held off a brilliant late
run by Denny McCarthy to win the Valero
Texas Open in a sudden-death playoff. It
also earned him a place in the Masters.

Bhatia will join another Indian American
Sahith Theegala at the Masters.

Bhatia made news at a young age when he
turned pro at 17 after an illustrious junior
golf career. Instead of going to the college
route, Bhatia went through the struggles
of professional life, missing seven straight
cuts in 2020 and losing his tour card in
2021. He then earned back his card in 2022
and went on to win the 2023 Barracuda
Championship, an opposite-field PGA Tour

event that earned him no points.

Bhatia turned a corner entering in 2024.
He was in the Top 15 at The Sentry, the
Sony Open, and the Farmers Insurance
Open. He missed the next three cuts but is
now on a run of T17 (Valspar), T12 (Hous-
ton), and a dominant win this week in San
Antonio against a solid field. He will also
play the US Open.

It was Bhatia’s second PGA Tour victory
in his 54th start at the age of 22 years. Both
wins have come in playoffs. He moves up
to No. 12 in the FedEx Cup standings and
is now fully exempt through the 2026 PGA
Tour season.

He also earns entry into the four remain-
ing Signature Events this season.

PEOPLE

Akshay Bhatia Wins Valero Texas
Open, Secures Masters Berth

INDIA WEST

Dr Aroh Barjatya Leads NASA Study Of lonosphere During Eclipse

Contd. from P1
in Florida.

Originally from Jaipur, Barjatya spear-
headed a pioneering project in collabora-
tion with NASA. The mission involved
launching three rockets into the iono-
sphere, a layer of charged particles situ-
ated between 90 and 500 kilometers above
the Earth’s surface.

Solar eclipses are known to disrupt
radio signals transmitted through the
ionosphere, affecting communication
and power systems worldwide, including
mobile phones and televisions. Barjatya’s
mission aimed to quantify this disruption

and gain a deeper understanding of the
phenomenon, with the ultimate goal of
mitigating communication breakdowns
during future eclipses.

Each rocket was strategically launched:
the first 45 minutes before the eclipse, the
second during totality, and the third 45
minutes after. Equipped with specialized
instruments, no larger than a two-liter
soda bottle, these rockets meticulously
recorded changes in charged and neutral
particles, as well as the electromagnetic
field, at altitudes of up to 420 kilometers.

The data collected during this mission
will be instrumental in unraveling the

intricate interaction between the Sun’s ra-
diation and the Earth’s upper atmosphere
during a solar eclipse.

Barjatya’s expertise extends beyond
mission leadership. He is the founding
director of the Space-Atmospheric In-
strument Lab at Embry-Riddle Univer-
sity, where he has been instrumental in
advancing research in space systems and
atmospheric science.

With a prolific track record in securing
funding for space exploration projects,
Barjatya has written or co-written eleven
successful proposals totaling over $74M.
He has overseen numerous space flight
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projects from inception to launch, demon-
strating his comprehensive understanding
of spacecraft instrumentation and systems
engineering.

As atenured Full Professor and Program
Coordinator for the Engineering Physics
program at Embry-Riddle, Barjatya has
played a pivotal role in shaping the de-
partment’s strategic direction and foster-
ing academic excellence. He is an active
member of various academic societies and
serves on prestigious committees such as
the NASA Heliophysics Advisory Com-
mittee and the NASA Space Environment
Technical Definition Team.

G“,E - Glohal Initiative of Veterans

We Gave Our Youth to the country. Life is too short.
Let us Rise together, connect Veterans & leave a legacy in the society.
Please Join GIVE-- A 501(C)(3) Non-Profit, Charitable Organization.

In the past few years, we adopted children for education in India,
fed homeless people in Los Angeles, provided special wheelchairs
to Paraplegic center Mohali, Punjab, distributed jackets to homeless
during peak winter in CA, conducted Fund raising events by organiz-

NOTHING NORIER THAN BRISKING TOUUK LIFE I

ing Golf Tournament & New Year Eve Parties.

Contact: Major Gurjeet Singh, 818-876-2092, majorgurjeet@gmail.com
Captain RD Singh, 909-576-8274, ripdamanrd@yahoo.com
Colonel Carlton D’Netto0,818-317-3924, carldnetto@gmail.com
Captain Kuldip Bali, 661 904 1214, Kuldipbali@hotmail.com

PLEASE COME & JOIN US

A4\ ¢
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Membership is open for

All Veterans/spouses/Children &
Associate Membership is open to
all supporters of Veterans.

Yearly Membership Fee: -
$130/member,
$250/couple,

$5000/life membership/couple

(All donations are Tax Exempt)

Location: 6700 Fallbrook Ave,
Suite#100 West Hills CA 91307.

Please Note: The board of directors reserves
the right to approve the membership.
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PUNJABI DENTAL SOCIETY

PROMOTING EXCELLENCE IN DENTAL EDUCATION SINCE 1999

LEADER IN DENTAL CONTINUING EDUCATION OVER 7400 MEMBER STRONG
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For Webinars, Seminars and Home Study Registration,

Call: 909-933-9076 or Text 909-638-2226.
Register online at www.pdsociety.com

MANTRA

INDIAN CUISINE

’ J 3 {
‘ PROUD TO

! |OFFER FULL
| CATERING
SERIVICES

Onsite catering approved by most top
hotels in Inalnd Empire & Orange County

www.mantra restaurantS. om -MARRIOTT -HYATT -FAIRMONT -DOUBLE TREE
&  Pplease call Sumit: 909-496-6824

712 N. Main St., 990 Ontario Mills Dr. Ste H 27645 Jefferson Ave, 10359 Magnolia Ave,
Corona, CA, 92880 Ontario, CA 91764. Temecula, CA 92590. Riverside, CA 925065.
(951) 739-9401 (909) 476-0205. (951) 506-1800 (951) 417-4539
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Neal Katyal On America's Top 200 Lawyers List

for 2024. Forbes cited the reason
Katyal had made the list:

Katyal has argued 50 cases
before the Supreme Court. He
serves as the Special Prosecutor

India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC - Neal
Katyal has been named in Forbes’
America’s Top 200 Lawyers list

for Minnesota in the murder of
George Floyd. While Acting Solici-
tor General of the US, he won a case
upholding the constitutionality of
the 1965 Voting Rights Act. Katyal

Maxim Tours ¢, 1-855-466-2046

Service with Excellence

1 Mar 20 / Oct 15 10 Mar't:
Nov 5/ Nov 21
Days |$3995 Days $2995

Austalia &
New Zealand

May 22/ Sep 5
1 O Sept 18 /Oct 1
Days | $2650

Spain - Portugal

America

7 Aug3
Days |$1450

Alaska Cruise
ex Seattle

Indial Meals and
entertainment

May 8, 22

Days | $3350
Europe

Land Inclusions *(Airfare not included)

% Delicious indian
and local cuisine

Y Deluxe acoomodation
Suite 300, Orlando,
v Luxury transportation FI,32822. USA

All sightseeings as per itinerary

Y Profesional guide/tour manager

(407) 285-2820 ‘ (404) 232-0025

Mar 25/ Apr3
9 Apr12
Days | $3095

NETET

June 5,19/ Aug7

3303 S Semoran Blvd,

www.maximtours.net

Days | $3195"

South Africa
& Kenya

May 25
Sept5

Days |$2950
Gre e & Turkey

Please contact us for many
E more exciting tour packages

inquiry@maximtours.net

Milinda

REAL ESTATE

REALTOR SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

milinda.udani@gmail.com
www.milindarealty.com
CALL / TEXT

562-355-6641

Languages known Hindi, Gujarati

" DRE#02002179

f milinda.udani
milinda.udani.realtor

won another landmark voting
rights-related case in 2023
when the Court rejected the
“independent state legislature
theory” in a North Carolina
gerrymandering case.

Katyal, a partner at the law
firm Hogan Lovells has ap-
peared on virtually every major
American news program and
is an easily recognizable face
as one commentating on na-
tional developments. Raised
in Illinois, he has degrees
from Dartmouth and Yale
Law College. He has taught at
Georgetown Law to much ac-
claim. He has also performed
on Netflix’s House of Cards and
Showtime’s Billions (where he
played himself in both series).
Katyal is married to Joanna
Rosen, a physician.

Neal Katyal.

Netherlands Names Tulip
After Ambassador

Shefali Razdan Duggal.

Maveridge Inter-
national’s breed-
ing program in St.
Maarten and grew
out of a years-long
project for strong
and healthy tulips.
“It is a genuine
and surreal honor to
be included amongst
such a remarkable

India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC — A tulip in
the Netherlands has been named
after Indian American diplomat
Shefali Razdan Duggal, the US Am-
bassador to the country, for advocat-
ing for gender equity, as it celebrated
International Women'’s Day.

Tulipa Shefali comes from

group of individuals who have re-
ceived this recognition. The tulip is
a beautiful flower which has been
cherished and loved for centuries
and so positively represents the
Kingdom of the Netherlands,”
Razdan Duggal, 52, said.

Tulip breeding is a long-term
endeavor. Accordingly, the origin
of the Shefali tulip dates to 2009.

99-Year-0Old Becomes An
Amerlcan C1tlzen

India-West News Desk

ORLANDO, FL - 99-year-
old Daibai is now an American
citizen. The US Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS)
announced this milestone, prais-
ing Daibai for her liveliness.

In a post on X (formerly Twit-
ter), USCIS shared the heart-
warming news, stating, “They say
age is just a number. That seems

true for this lively 99-year-old
who became a #NewUSCitizen in
our Orlando office. Daibai is from
India and was excited to take the
Oath of Allegiance.”

The USCIS captured the sweet
moment when the nonagenarian,
seated in a wheelchair, proudly
posing with her citizenship cer-
tificate alongside her daughter
and the officer who administered
the oath.
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California Mental ah Services Authority SO Uth ASi q n N etW 0 I'h

SOUTH ASIAN NETWORR'S FIRST ANNUAL
2

MENTAL HEALTH FAIR

' O ANae
at our

Join SAN, LACDMH and the City of Artesia,
first Annual Mental Health Fair!

Join us for workshops on the importance of mental
health, destigmatizing discussions, and breaking
down generational traumas!

SATURDAY MAY 18th, 2024 E'

WHEN: 1AM to 8PM
E:

ARTESIA PARK
18750 CLARKDALE AVE E
REGISTER HERE

WHERE:
ARESTIA, CA 90701

For any additional information or requests please contact us at
(662) 403-0488 or email tanya@southasiannetwork.org
FREE SAN SERVICES: PUBLIC BENEFITS, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
CASE MANAGEMENT, MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES, CITIZENSHIP &
IMMIGRATION LEGAL SERVICES

18173 PIONEER BLVD SUITE | ARTESIA, CA 90701
WWW.SOUTHASIANNETWORK.ORG
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Jeopardy Champ Yogesh Raut Reﬂects On Journey

India-West News Desk

NEW YORK, NY — Blogger, freelance
writer, and podcaster Yogesh Raut has won
the 2024 Jeopardy! Tournament of Cham-
pions. Raut took home the $250,000 grand
prize and punched his ticket to the upcoming
Jeopardy Masters competition, where he will
face off against some of the top-performing
players in Jeopardy history.

Raut, from Vancouver, Washington, de-
feated Ben Chan, a philosophy professor
from Green Bay, Wisconsin, and Troy Meyer,
a music executive from Tampa, Florida.

Raut has been on the show before — in
January 2023 — when he won $98,000
after being on air for four days. He was not
a popular contestant drawing ire online for
what was dubbed as his bad sportsmanship.

Raut’s reflections on this and his win were
posted on jeopardy.com:

AsIsat on my flight back from LAX to PDX
in November 2022, reflecting on my time
on J!, I thought I had maybe proven myself
to be pretty smart. I had won over $98,000,
been part of J!’s only “Perfect Game” since
the 20th century, and capped it all off with a
fun night at O’Brien’s, the so-called “hardest
pub quiz in the country.”

Waiting for the plane to take off, I started
playing the find-the-hidden-object game
on the monitor in front of me. The woman
next to me saw what I was doing and began
playing too. It didn’t take long for her to
completely outpace me. Eventually, her boy-
friend commenced as well, and he zoomed
past me in no time at all.

Oh, right, I reminded myself. There’s

many different flavors

of “smart.” And so I got
over myself and went
back to my life.

Once my episodes
were finished airing,
I wrote an article for
American Kahani and
gave an extensive in-
terview on How to
Win Game Shows but
otherwise put J! In
the rearview mirror.
That changed in De-
cember 2023, when
local ABC affiliate surprised me on with the
news that I had been invited to the Tourna-
ment of Champions.

My head spun. Chuck Forrest. Dan Me-
lia. Colby Burnett. Brad Rutter. My fellow
Indian American Vijay Balse. Was there a
chance I could join these legends and all the
other hallowed winners of the J! Tourna-
ment of Champions?

Yes. But only a 1/27 chance.

In the back of my head echoed the most
famous verse from the Bhagavad Gita not
quoted by J. Robert Oppenheimer: “You
have a right to perform your prescribed du-
ties, but you are not entitled to the fruits of
your actions. Never consider yourself to be
the cause of the results of your activities, nor
be attached to inaction.” So, I carried out my
usual routine — updating my blog daily, host-
ing and editing my podcast, writing “friend-
lies” for Online Quiz League, playing Sporcle
quizzes — and, not wanting to be attached to
inaction, bought a copy of former ToC winner

JEAPARAY!

nﬁu

TOURNAMENT OF
CHAM PIONS

==

Fritz Holznagel’s book Secrets of the Buzzer.

What I did NOT do was find out anything
about my fellow ToC contestants. With a
few exceptions, they were all strangers to
me when I met them in the lobby of the
Culver Hotel. Indeed, Emmett Stanton and
I checked in at the same time, but based on
the way he was dressed I simply assumed he
was an exceptionally nice itinerant Irish folk
musician. (I'm still not convinced he isn’t.)
My first taste of what I was in for came when
Juveria Zaheer’s husband Mike shook my
hand and said, “It’s an honor.”

I scanned for signs of irony but found
none. It was then that it dawned on me that I
was among people who valued and respected
me — not just as a buzzer-presser, but as a
human being. This continued to be the case
throughout the entire week. All 27 other
contestants (including the alternate) and
every single member of J!’s staff went out
of their way to be complimentary, encourag-
ing, and kind to me. Our mutual web of love

and support formed a protective
cocoon that blocked out the rest of
the world and allowed me to focus
on the game at hand.

It took decades of hard work and
dedication to put myself in a posi-
tion to win the ToC, and it took a
great deal of luck for me to triumph
over equally skilled competitors.
But at the end of the day, I'm still
the guy who — based on how bad
I was at that airplane game — can
easily be outperformed on a mildly
complex visual search task.

There’s a common misconcep-
tion that high-level quizzers are basically
robots, spitting back dry, context-less facts
from their “photographic” memories. This
is not only false — as a trained cognitive
and behavioral scientist, I can tell you with
certainty that “photographic” memory is a
myth — but it does a great disservice to the
personality traits actually correlated with
quizzing success: boundless curiosity, pride
in one’s own passion, a desire to connect with
others over their passions, and creativity.

Yes, creativity. As the psychologist Scott
Barry Kaufman once said, memory is de-
signed not for recall, but to make meaning.
Success at quizzing isn’t about having a su-
perior innate memory; it’s about making the
world memorable by investing it with mean-
ing. So it’s not surprising that many great
quizzers are lovers of wordplay, comedy,
and storytelling. Memorizing facts by rote is
hard. It’s much easier to absorb them when
you repeatedly process them while drawing
unexpected and original connections.

Swad Jo Rahe Hamesha Yaad

Ambala Sweely & Snacks

A House of Indian Traditional Sweets & Snacks
All kinds of Punjabi, Gujarati, South Indian snacks, and Thali

DAHI BHALLE"
SWEETS:

NAMKEEN:
e Mathi e Gathia

18433 Pioneer Blvd, Artesia, CA 90701 . 562-402-0006.

* Jalebi ® Boondi Laddu e Barfi (Kaju/Pista/Almond/Plain)
e Rasgulla e Peda ¢ Petha ® Amarti ¢ Cham Cham e Gulab Jamun
¢ Kalakand e Karachi Halwa e Milk Cake e Ras Malai ® Baalu Shahi

e Kaju Masala ® Dalmoth/Moong/Channa Chevda Mix e Sevian

www.ambalasweets.com

Order online on our website -
www.ambalasweets.com

~ Happy
PBaisakhi

Monday - Sunday 11:00 am - 8:30 pm
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TURNKEY CONSTRUCTION SOLUTIONS

Buildrite is a one stop solution for all your Design and Construction requirements. We cater
to a variety of residential and commercial projects offering end to end turnkey solutions.

BUILDRITE

DESIGN BUILD PROCESS
o - il S e

e S e

Design Build is a construction process that provides owners
with a single point of contact for both the design and
construction phases of a project. Buildrite is a full-service
design and build company offering following services.

+ Conceptual design * Material procurement
+ Estimation + Construction

« Architectural and structural design - Inspections

* Approvals, Licenses and Permits - Final delivery

« Utility agencies approvals

We take off all the burden from your shoulders - just let us
know your requirement and we will turn your vision into
reality ensuring that your project is finished on time and
within budget.

ADDITIONS

With sky-rocketing property prices and rapidly increasing
demand for residential space it makes more sense to maxi-
mize the covered area in your lot. Be it room additions on the
ground floor or constructing a new second floor on your exist-
ing house our team can help realize your vision.

* Maximize lot utilization

* Improve your existing layouts
* Expand your first floor

* Add a second floor

Additions can be complicated as we must ensure that both
new construction and the old structures comply with code.
We work closely with city planning and building to ensure
that new additions comply with the local requirements.

An ADU is a secondary housing unit on a single-family residen-
tial lot. It can be attached to the primary house like a convert-
ed garage, or unattached like a free-standing cottage. You
can create an ADU/JADU from a new or existing structure.

* Independent residential unit up to 1200 sf

« Attached, Detached, Converted space

* Rental, Secondary unit, Granny unit, Office

« Various layouts — Studio, 1-, 2- and 3-bedroom units
« Maximize lot utilization

+ JADUs up to 500 sf

* Raise your property’s value

New California laws make it easier than ever to build an acces-
sory dwelling unit (ADU) on your property. Now CALFHA is
offering a grant for up to $40,000 for building ADUs.

CUSTOM HOMES

Creating a custom home is a large undertaking and you want
to make the process as simple and enjoyable as possible.
Buildrite offers ground up construction either from an unde-
veloped parcel of land or by demolishing an existing struc-
ture and building a new one in its place. We can help you with
the whole process from concept to completion.

* Conceptual design

* Various architectural design styles
* Latest Features and Technologies
* Plans and approvals

* Construction

+ Code compliance & Inspections

* Final delivery and handover

+ Warranty

Plus - Multifamily units, Apartments and various other Commercial Projects.
Give us a call today to discuss your project.

BUILDRITE CONSTRUCTION

17510 Pioneer Blvd. Ste. 204 Artesia, CA (90701)
(562) 443-4040 | info@buildrite.us | www.buildrite.us

CA Lic - 1080043
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S48 Million: 5-Hour Energy
Drink’s Manoj Bhargava Sued
By Sports Illustrated Owners

India-West News Desk

NEWYORK,NY - Inare-
cent turn of events, the own-
er of Sports Illustrated has
taken legal action against
the magazine’s former pub-
lisher, alleging a breach of
contract worth a stagger-
ing $48 million. According
to the New York Post, the
lawsuit filed by Authentic
Brands Group accuses the
former publisher of halting
payments as a ploy to rene-
gotiate licensing terms.

At the heart of the dis-
pute is Manoj Bhargava, the
founder of 5-Hour Energy

Manoj Bhargava.

drink and Arena’s largest
shareholder. The lawsuit portrays
Bhargava as having adopted a con-
frontational approach, with Au-
thentic Brands Group alleging that
he acted more like a “gangster”
than a reliable business partner.

The lawsuit claims that Bhar-
gava reneged on a significant
quarterly license fee payment
to Authentic Brands, prompting
threats to sabotage Sports Illus-
trated and hold it hostage. This
allegedly led Authentic Brands to
demand a $45 million termination
fee from Bhargava’s company, NY
Post reported.

Despite the turmoil, Authen-

tic Brands managed to sell the
licensing rights to Minute Media,
known for its ownership of the
Derek Jeter-founded Players’
Tribune. However, Bhargava’s al-
leged obstinance continued, with
Authentic Brands accusing him
of attempting to force unreason-
able demands.

Jamie Salter, CEO of Authentic
Brands, reportedly rebuffed Bhar-
gava’s attempts to negotiate a lower
licensing fee, as per reports in the
Washington Post.

In response to the lawsuit, Bhar-
gava’s Arena Group is accused
of unlawfully retaining Sports

Illustrated-related assets and
trademarks, despite no longer
holding the license.

Minute Media has expressed its
commitment to maintaining Sports
Tllustrated’s print edition and ex-
panding its global reach.

The tumultuous journey of
Sports Illustrated, once a weekly
publication, has seen numer-
ous challenges under various
ownerships. From Al-generated
stories controversies to changes
in publishing frequency, the
magazine’s legacy continues to
evolve amidst legal disputes and
industry transformations.

Tesla Scouting EV Plant

Sites In Maha,
AYSS pr - 8

TN, Guj

AUSTIN, TX - After India
approved a new electric vehicle
policy to attract investments in the
EV space by global manufacturers,
Tesla is reportedly sending a team
this month to search for locations
in the country for a $2-3 billion
plant.

According to a report in The
Financial Times on March 3, cit-
ing sources, the Elon Musk-run
company will “send a team from
the US by late April to study sites
for the plant.”

The team will reportedly focus
on Maharashtra, Gujarat, and
Tamil Nadu which have EV in-
frastructure in place as well as
ports which makes it easier for the

company “to export cars.”

Tesla did not comment on the
report.

In the new EV policy, the gov-
ernment has reduced the customs
duty to 15 percent, with certain
riders paving the way for Musk to
enter the Indian market.

In the new EV scheme, the
government mentioned that a
minimum investment of Rs 4,150
crore (about $500 million) will be
needed to set up manufacturing
facilities and production started
within three years and reach 25
percent DVA (domestic value
addition) by three years and 50
percent DVA within 5 years at the
maximum.

Contact SAHARA

This publication was supported by funding awarded by Cal OES XD22 02 1316 through the

SAHARA

South Asian Helpline and Referral Agency

Housing Support Program

v Proof of documents required at time
of appointment.
562.402.4132 .

Toll-Free Helpline 1.888.724.2722

info@saharacares.org .
www.saharacares.org

Services Offered

 Case Management
e Childcare Support

e Career Counseling

Mental Health Counseling

Emergency Housing

Rental Assistance
and more!
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IF YOU ARE A VICTIM OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

AND NEED HOUSING ASSISTANCE

CALL US TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY!

California Governor's Office of Emergency Services .
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Individual & Business Tax Preparation
Individual & Gorporate Tax Planning

Accounting, Bookkeeping,
QuickBooks Assistance & Payroll Services

New Business Formation - Corporation
/11G / Partnership / DBA

Nonprofit Organization Formation,
Tax Preparation & 901 C (3] Approvals

Tax / Deht Resolutions

Sales Tax Filing / 1099 Reporting
FBAR/FATCA Compliance We Serve

é\t';',t‘r’e"s Sabu Syriac, MBA,CPA

Making Your Tax Certified Public Accountant
Preparation Easy Online Tax Strategist & Business Consultant

OFFICE LOCATION

18500 Pioneer Blvd, Suite 204, | 4425 Jamboree Road, Suite 115,
Artesia, CA 90701, Newport Beach, CA 92660

Office: (562) 202-9697 Office: 949 335 6897
GCell: (818) 960-9758 Fax: (562) 562 - 5388
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India-West News Desk

LOS ANGELES, CA — Challenger
Ethan Weaver on March 14 con-
ceded the race for the Los Angeles’
4th District seat as incumbent
Nithya Raman continued to hold
her lead over 50% of the votes
required to avoid a runoff election.

CBS News reported that Weaver
called Raman to concede. It said
Raman had received 32,430 votes,
50.64%, to Weaver’s 24,730 votes,
38.62%. The L.A. County Reg-
istrar-Recorder/County Clerk is
expected to provide more updates
until the election results are certi-
fied on March 29.

“I am incredibly thankful to
all of our volunteers, supporters
and residents of our district for
the opportunity to keep working
alongside them in pursuit of a
thriving Los Angeles,” Raman said
in a statement.

POLITICS
Council Seat

i

After a close race Nithya Raman emerged victorious.

“One thing was clear to me
in the conversations I had in
backyards, in living rooms, and
at doors during this campaign:
this city is so full of hope and
possibility, and there are so many

people who believe very deeply in
its future,” Raman added. “I re-
ally look forward to carrying that
sense of optimism and insistence
on a better L.A. with me over the
next four years,” Raman said.

7

«d™

Ronak Vaza

Nursing Care
(24 hour/7 days a week on-call medical assistance %
available)

Regular Pharmacy & Medication Delivery
(Same day delivery at your doorstep)

Certified Home Health Aides
(Skilled professionals in personal care,
including bathing and grooming)

@ &

or

Comfort Care
HOSPICE

Free Services Offered
To All Our Patients

Call or text Ashok Vaza at
(562) 569-6384 for any questions,
consultations, or referrals

Email us at
ronak.vaza@cc-hospice.com

Do you know someone who is suffering from a progressive illness?

We would like to help

Medical Equipment & Personal Care Items
(Oxygen, Hospital Bed, Rollator, WheelChair, Hoyer Lift,
Gloves, Nebulizer, Adult Pull-ups/Diapers, Wipes, etc.)

Feel free to visit our website at www.cc-hospice.com
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Professors File Appeal,
Say Cal State Caste Policy
Targets Hindus

India-West Staff Reporter

LOS ANGELES, CA — Two Indian American
professors at California State University (CSU)
have alleged that CSU’s non-discrimination
policy, amended to single out ‘caste’ as a protected
category, unconstitutionally singled out Indian
origin and Hindu students and employees.

Professors Sunil Kumar and Praveen Sinha
have made the allegation in an appeal filed in fed-
eral court a press release from Hindu American
Foundation said.

The appeal seeks to reverse the district court’s
2023 order.

The appeal argues that the district court im-
properly dismissed their due process claims for
lack of standing as the evidence showed that
they suffered and continue to suffer “the consti-
tutionally sufficient harm of self-censorship due
to CSU’s refusal to define caste, and the district
court’s legal analysis on this issue is contrary to
well-established case law.”

The district court, it says erred in dismissing
their Establishment Clause claims by ignoring
critical facts and misapplying the law to hold
that “no reasonable reader would conclude that
the Policy defines Hinduism to include a caste
system.”

The district court, the appeal says, improperly
dismissed their Free Exercise claims following
CSU’s Motion for Judgment on the Pleadings.

The plaintiffs have alleged in their Amended
Complaint that the Policy interferes with their
participation in their religion and impermissibly
defines religious doctrine. Accepting those al-
legations as true, as the law requires, the district
court’s dismissal cannot be sustained.

“The record is clear: ‘caste’ was added to CSU’s
non-discrimination policy for no other plausible
reason than to intentionally target Hindus and
define Hinduism in a constitutionally impermis-
sible manner,” said Samir Kalra, HAF Managing
Director adding, “This appeal is therefore neces-
sary to protect the basic constitutional rights of
not only professors Sunil Kumar and Praveen
Sinha, but all Hindu faculty, staff, and students
at CSU campuses throughout California.”

Ashok Vaza
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A NON PROFIT ORGANIZAT
FED ID#: 83-1669026)

All donations are tax deductable &
for use of temple purpose only.

(VEDIC SPIRITUAL CENTER)

3198 Airport Loop Drive, Unit # J, Costa Mesa, CA 92626. Ph: (714) 714 0101.
website: www.sivakameswari.org | Email: info@sivakameswari.org

Sri Bhadrachala Bhakta Rama Dasa Navaratna Keertana
Sri Sita Rama Kalyanotsava Sahita Samrajva Pattabhishekam

Sunday April 14th, 2024

05:00 PM - 06:00 PM Sri Sita Rama Kalyana Celebration 07:00 PM - 08:30 PM *“Jagadanandakarakam” Kuchipudi
Starts with Sri Ramadasu Navaratna Keerthana recital by Dance Recital by Hymavathi Voleti and “Talambralu”
Amritha Varshini Group from Devasthanam, Irvine. preparation for Sri Sita Rama Kalyanotsavam, followed by
06:00 PM — 07:00 PM  Sri Sita Rama Managala Snanam, AEGE Ee) CIED [PIEsEe

(Tirumanjanam), Ankurarpana followed by arati and dinner prasad.

Tuesday April 16th, 2024

11:00 AM to 12:00 PM Sri Ramajanmotsava puja
: 04:30 PM Kalyanam Registrations Start
‘Niiil:ive Sver Rama Pattabhishekam as special prasad from temple g piC 05:00 PM Sri Bhadrachala Ramadasu Navaratna
i keerthana Kalyanotsavam by Vikas Munukutla (vocal),
Roshan Mandayam (Violin) Srivatsan Srinivasan (Mridangam)
08:00 PM Arati followed by (Dinner Prasad)

Sponsor — 5108 Kalyanotsavam Sponsorship
I Will receive Bhadrachala prasadam and Rama Maada O]

PRIL 2024 - UPCOMING PUIJAS,

A ABHISHEKAM & PROGRAMS
DATE POOJA/EVENT & DESCRIPTION CATEGORY TIME AMOUNT

April 14th, 2024 Satsang on the occasion of Tamil New Year Satsang 10:30 AM

April 28th, 2024 Monthly Seniors Day - 10:30 AM
Every Monday Lord Shiva Abhishekam Abhishekam 7:00 PM $54
Every Tuesday Lord Hanuman Abhishekam Abhishekam 7:00 PM $54
Every Thursday Shiridi Sai Baba Abhishekam Abhishekam 7:00 PM $54
Every Thursday Guru Gajanan Maharaj abhishekam Abhishekam 7:00 PM $54
Every Friday Goddess Siva Kameswari Abhishekam Abhishekam 7:00 PM $54
Every Saturday Lord Venkateswara Abhishekam Abhishekam 10:30 AM $54
Every Saturday Navagraha Abhishekam Abhishekam 11:45 AM $54

Every Sunday Satsang Bhajan Keertan Satsang 10:30 AM
Every Sunday Rahu Kala Nagaabhishekam Abhishekam 6:00 PM $54

VEDA - SASTRA SAMMELANAM | BHAGAVADGITA MAHA YAJNA & MAHA RUDRA YAJNA \v,\j:iht.s?tuer

JULY 27,2024 & JULY 28, 2024 AUGUST 21, 2024 TO AUGUST 25, 2024 for details
AR
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Beras Hold Fundraiser For Dav1d Mm Runnlng For Congress

By BALWEEN KAUR

IRVINE, CA — Rimal and Tina
Bera on March 23 held a fundrais-
er for David Min who is running
for Congress from the 47th district.

California’s 47th is an open Con-
gressional District in Orange Coun-
ty that includes the cities of Costa
Mesa, Huntington Beach, Irvine,
Newport Beach, and Seal Beach,
and portions of Laguna Beach,
Laguna Hills, and Laguna Woods.
Incumbent Katie Porter is vacating
the seat to run for U.S. Senate.

In his speech, Min pointed out
that Orange County voters trust
him to fight for Democratic values

in Congress because
that’s precisely what
he’s been doing right
here at home. Elected
in 2020, David Min, a
California State Sena-
tor, has emerged as a
relentless advocate,
shepherding 28 bills
into law that reflect
the core principles
of progressivism and
equality.

Among his notable achievements
are laws enshrining abortion rights
in the California Constitution, ex-
panding protections for survivors of
domestic violence, and implement-

DAVE MIN

FORCQNGRESS

TIC PARTY
wREMOCRA TS D

ing measures to address the urgent
challenges posed by our climate
crisis. Additionally, he has champi-
oned initiatives banning gun sales
on state property, demonstrating a

K

 Life Insurance
* Retirement Planning

* Mutual Funds*
» Estate Planning

* Buy/Sell Agreement Funding
» College/Education Funding

SATISH PATEL

AGENT, NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
CA Insurance. Lic# OA95351

Registered Representative, NYLIFE Securities LLC (ember Finrassipc)

A Licensed Insurance Agency and New York Life company
6300 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 2010 * Los Angeles, CA 90048

(323) 782-3000. satishpatel@ft.newyorklife.com
Bus: 800-787-3047
Res: 310-417-3881
Cell: 213-445-4358
Fax: 310-417-3631

*Offered by NYLIFE Securities LLC
A Licensed Insurance Agency

Gurukul is a leading Tutoring and Test-Prep institute based in Artesia, California. We offer a wide range of
tutoring programs for your crucial Elementary, Middle and High School years. Be it a matter of GPA improve-
ment or taking a critical test like SAT, we cater to all your requirements. Our professional experienced staff
will leave no stone unturned in pursuit of your goals.

commitment to public safety.

Afirst-generation Korean Amer-
ican and a product of California’s
public education system, David
is deeply rooted in the values of
diversity and opportunity, said
host Rimal Bera to India West,
“Min’s decision to run for Congress
stems from his desire to uphold
the American Dream that inspired
his parents to immigrate to this
country. He believes in creating an
inclusive society where everyone
has a fair chance to succeed, pri-
oritizing environmental sustain-
ability, education, and the safety
of our communities.”

David’s journey is emblematic of
the American Dream he seeks to
protect. Born to Korean American
parents who immigrated to the
United States in pursuit of educa-
tion, David was raised in Palo Alto
before attending the University

Math, English, Sciences
We offer one of the most

comprehensive tutoring
programs available today.
Guaranteed improvement in
3-6 months for committed
students.

* Homework help

* Quiz/Test preparation

* Weekly grades monitoring and
corrective actions

* Additional practice drills & Online
practice tools

¢ Parallel common core course -
Math & English

PSAT SAT ACT SAT Il AP

We offer a wide range of
comprehensive test prepara-
tion courses. Along with a
revision of the subject's funda-
mentals we will help you
un?erstand the tests inside
out.

Free diagnostic test & in-depth
analysis

Guidance for weak area
improvement

* Complete course coverage

¢ Comprehensive drills for all
sections

* Test-taking strategies
* Online practice tools
 Full-length practice tests

v [Us

* CAREER

IN = [VISION

A

VALUES

[VALGES | Y
Consulting v

Counseling & College App

Selecting a career can be a
daunting task given the
number of options available
today. The counselors at
Gurukul can help you narrow
down and select the best
options which relate to your
interests, skills and goals and
are also aligned with your
academic capabilities

* Career guidance and selection

* High school roadmap

* College selection

* College application and essay
help

* Scholarship &, Financial
aid/FAFSA guidance

Now offering one-on-one online tutoring via zoom
Afterschool program available with pick up from select ABC district schools.

Gurukul Academy _

Building a strong foundation

Free trial class and consulting. Call and reserve your spot today !

> (209) 487-8585

17510 Pioneer Blvd. Ste 203

info@trygurukul.com @ Artesia, CA (90701)
@® www.irygurukul.com

of Pennsylvania and
Harvard Law School.
Prior to his tenure in
the California State
Senate, David served
as an assistant law pro-
fessor at the University
of California, Irvine,
focusing on banking,
capital markets, and
real estate finance.

Host Rimal Bera’s
brother who is Con-
gressman Ami Bera spoke at the
fundraiser via video and said
that “David’s dedication to public
service is evident throughout his
career and that Min would make
a great Congressman”. From his
time as a staff attorney at the U.S.
Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion to his role as economic policy
director at the Center for Ameri-
can Progress, he has consistently
advocated for policies that benefit
working families and promote eco-
nomic opportunity.

Beyond his legislative accom-
plishments, David’s personal life
reflects his commitment to making
a difference. He met his wife, Jane,
while attending Harvard Law
School, and together they are rais-
ing their three children in Irvine.

Min has received endorsements
from key figures like Katie Porter,
and the LA Times.
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Meat, Poultny, Vegan,
Degetanian & Seafood

We also host private parties
for upto 150 people.

We senve Halal meat as well.

4001 West Coast Hwy, Newpont Beach, CA 92663.
(949) 432-5443. www.zabbthaicuisinenb.com

f
e~~~ Bookyour

1. Party now! &
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[ RN
! 20% OFF YOUR ENTIRE BILL |

DINE IN ONLY | EXPIRES 05/16/2024

Please Show This Coupon To Your Server

Before Ordering

Not Valid/on|Mothers|Day,05/12/2024

Free Entrée of Equal or Lesser Value. Must
Make Purchase. Dine-In Only. Limit One Per
Person and One Per Table. Cannot Be
Combined With Any Other Promotion or
Discount. Not Valid on Any Lunch Special. Not
Valid on Holidays OR Mother’s Day. Not Valid

on Happy Hour Items. No Cash Value.

To Reserve your Graduation, Anniversary, Birthday, Reception Parties,

CALL NOW (949) 432-5443 / (949) 202-7751

Sun - Thu: 11:00 AM - 9:30 PM
Fni & Sat: 11:00 AM - 10:00 PM

The howw of openation can be
extended fot having a panty.

: &gA

Sarbjit Singh

CA Insurance Lic# 0779296

Be good at life.

New York Life
Insurance Company

Licensed Agent
Ph: 818-662-7520
Fax: 818-662-7695

SARBJIT SINGH
Cell: 818-402-0878

Financial Services Professional

e Life Insurance (Wnole Life/Universal Life*/Variable Universal Life*)

» Estate Planning

* Funding for College using
Life Insurance

e Health Insurance*#

* Long Term Care Insurance
* Annuities Fixed" / Variable?,
IRA FUNDING

* Retirement Funding

Registered Representative for NYLIFE Securities LLC
(Member FINRA/SIPC),
A Licensed Insurance Agency and a New York Life Company

801 N. Brand Blvd, 14th Floor, Glendale, CA 91203
www.sarbjitsingh.com | sarbjitsingh@ft.newyorklife.com

*|ssued by New York Life Insurance and Annuity Corporation (A Delaware Corporation) #Offered by NYLIFE Securities LLC. (member FINRA/SIPC)
*##Products available through one or more carriers not affiliated with NewYork Life, dependent on carrier authorization and product availability in your state or locality
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Biden Campaign Woos Nikki Haley Voters As
Poll Shows Trump Ignores Them

India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC - The
Biden-Harris 2024 has released
a new ad making a direct appeal
to Nikki Haley voters to join the
Biden-Harris coalition.

The 30-second spot, “Save
America. Join Us,” highlights
Donald Trump’s repeated insults
of Nikki Haley and her support-
ers — and underscores his active
refusal of their support. In the ad,
Trump tells a reporter asking how
he plans to bring Haley voters into
his column, “I'm not sure we need
too many.”

“Donald Trump has made it
crystal clear he doesn’t want sup-
port from voters who cast their
ballot for Nikki Haley so let us

Michael Tyler.

Using the recent Republican
primary results to determine the
ad’s placement, this seven-figure,
video-centric ad flight will run for

be equally clear: there is a home
for everyone on this campaign
who knows Donald Trump can-
not be back in the White House,”
said Communications Director

three weeks in eight key battle-
ground states, targeting Nikki
Haley voters in predominantly
suburban ZIP codes where she

| performed well against Trump.

The ad will run across a wide ar-
ray of digital platforms including
Meta, YouTube, connected TV, and
online video.

ABC News has reported that
two in ten to as many as three in
ten Republican primary voters in
Ohio continued to resist former
President Donald Trump’s 2024
candidacy — and among those
supporting Nikki Haley, nearly
half in its exit poll of Ohio’s GOP
primary said they'd back Joe Biden
in November.

Despite Trump having sewn up
his party’s nomination, ABC News
said, 20% of Ohio

. \/

in advance

much you can afford

562-916-7878
_—
17100

& INVESTORS - No Income Doc Loans Available
(f Builder purchase - Lock rate up to 180 days

] Get Lender approval before making an offer
and be ahead of competition

& No income documents for purchases available

] Short of funds for down payment?
100% gift for down payment is allowed

@ Get qualified at no cost to know how

& We are direct lender with 35 plus years’
experience and over 9,000 clients served

& Please call us for all your questions
regarding Real Estate Financing!

alk Blv
aj@platinumwest

AJ (AJIT) DUDHEKER, MBA
PLATINUM WEST FUNDING,
DIRECT LENDER

35 YEARS IN BUSINESS

SERVED OVER
9,000 CLIENTS

ARRANGED HOME LOANS FOR
MANY NEPALESE FRIENDS

VERY CREATIVE IN SOLVING LOAN
QUALIFYING PROBLEMS

FREE LOAN PRE-APPROVAL AND
CREDIT SCORE IMPROVEMENT

NO INCOME VERIFICATION LOANS
AVAILABLE

PRIVATE LOANS AVAILABLE

12, Cerritos, CA 90703
ding.com

NMLS # 356134, 357611 « MORTGAGE BROKER

callvlor the best rate and terms TODAY!
Tel: (562) 916-7878 - Cell: 15621 972-5083

ant to Califorr

PLATINUM WEST FUNDING

Building Lasting Relationships For Over 30 Years

CALL FOR ALL YOUR FINANCING NEEDS!

GOP primary voters
would be dissatisfied
with Trump as the
nominee, while 22%
said he lacks the tem-
perament to serve
effectively and 28%
said he wouldn’t be fit
for office if convicted
of a crime.

At the end of the
day, 18% said they

wouldn’t support Trump in No-
vember, with 10% of that number
preferring Biden and 8% saying
they wouldn’t vote for either. Na-
tionally, 6% of Republicans voted
for Biden in 2020. ABC pointed
out that nonparticipation by some
Republicans would be a further
risk for Trump.

Much of the criticism of Trump
comes from Haley voters, who
turned out for Ohio’s primary de-
spite her departure from the race.

Among her supporters, 88%
would be dissatisfied with Trump
as the nominee, 91% said he lacks
the temperament for office and
88% said he'd be unfit if convicted.
Eight in 10 said they wouldn’t vote
for him in the general election,
with 47% preferring Biden and
32% saying they wouldn’t vote for
either candidate. Just 18% of Haley
voters in Ohio said they’d vote for
Trump in the fall, per the exit poll.

Sixty percent of Haley voters
also called the Republican Party
“too conservative,” as did 19%
of GOP primary voters overall.
Additionally, as in previous races
this year, a minority of Republi-
can voters — 42% — considered
themselves “part of the MAGA
movement.”

Tulsi Gabbard's New
Theory: It's Not Biden
Running The Country

India-West News Desk

NEW YORK, NY — Former Democratic Congresswoman
Tulsi Gabbard, now on the list of Donald Trump favorites,
has a theory. A conspiratorial one: President Joe Biden is
not running the country.

In an interview with fired and controversial former Fox
channel newsman Tucker Carlson, she posited her theory.

Asked by him who, if not Biden, was running the gov-
ernment, Gabbard opined, “It’s not a leap of imagination
to know that that’s true. When you look at the people who
are in Joe Biden’s administration, they are the people who
were the right hands for the Obama administration, for
President Obama and Hillary Clinton.”

She went on to say, “So, it’s no shock or surprise who the
influences are behind the policies that are coming out of
this White House that many people say is the most radical
and woken White House that our country has ever seen.”

Gabbard once sued former Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton for defamation after Clinton all but called her a
“Russian asset” but dropped the case when she was accused
of a publicity stunt. Rumors have recently swirled that she
is on the shortlist for Trump’s campaign, for vice president.
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Niraj Antani Loses Badly In GOP Congressional Primary

India-West News Desk

CLEVELAND, OH — Business-
man David Taylor emerged victori-
ous in the Republican primary on
March 19, capturing a notable 25%
of the votes and beating back 10
other contenders, including state
legislator Niraj Antani, who were
vying for the 2nd congressional
district seat left vacant by retiring
Congressman Brad Wenstrup.

Antani secured 1.8% of the vote
landing him in the 10th spot.

The contest for Ohio’s 2nd Con-
gressional District proved to be

Niraj Antani

Ijust called David Taylor to concede and wish him congrats on winning ‘

the costliest among the state’s
congressional races this election
cycle. Taylor led the fundraising
efforts, amassing a staggering $1.7
million in campaign contributions,

the Republican nomination for Congress. | wish him all the best in
Congress. | want to once again thank all my supporters for their support
in this race. | am so deeply grateful for your support.

6:44 PM - Mar 19, 2024 - 9,431 Views

surpassing several rivals who also
amassed over a million dollars,
media reports said.

Antani after his loss, reaffirmed
his commitment to his Senate du-

\

Papaya Tree Nursery-chiku

PAPAYA TREE N

ATrusted Source for Organically Grown Tropical & Subtropical Fruit Trees. Family owned & operated for over thirty years, the nursery
offers selected varieties of fruit trees specifically adapted to various growing zones throughout Southern California. To help them
thrive in your home garden, growing information is also provided both verbally and in printed form.

CHIKU aka SAPOTA

Special variety (PTN#1) adapted to S. California can begin fruiting in one or two years ata
height of only four feet. This very sweet fruit is one of nature’s special desserts. Delicious as
 a fresh-picked fruit, or you can make chiku kulfi just like grandma did! These space-saving,
semi-dwarf trees grow to only 12’ tall in S. California and can be container grown. On
display at the nursery, you can view a fruiting chiku tree planted in the ground 6 years ago.

SOME OF THE PLANTS OFFERED: BANANA - FIG - JAKFRUIT - LITCHEE - MANGO - PAPAYA
- POMEGRANATE - KALA JAMUN - SHAHTOOT/MULBERRY - SITAPHAL/SHARIFA

Open 7 Days A Week by Same- Day Appointment. 8 AM to 6PM (Please Call First)
Websit: WWW.papayatreenursery.com - (818) 363-3680
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ties until his term concludes on
December 21.

He currently represents Dis-
trict 6 in the State Senate and
has been in office since January

2021. District 6 encompasses
a substantial Indian American
population, with over 87,000 res-
idents in southern, eastern, and
northern Montgomery County.

Reps Ask DoJ For
Briefing On Status Of
Anti-Hindu Crimes

Contd. from P1

a letter, have requested a briefing
from the Department of Justice
on the status of investigations into
recent vandalism and attacks on
temples.

They have also asked the DoJ
about its broader strategy against
hate crimes targeting Hindus in
the country.

“Attacks at mandirs from New
York to California have contrib-
uted to increased collective anxiety
among Hindu Americans,” the
members wrote. “Leaders from
these impacted communities have
expressed there are unfortunately
‘no leads’ on suspects, leaving
many to continue to live in fear
and intimidation. Our communi-
ties remain concerned about law
enforcement coordination regard-
ing these bias-motivated crimes,
and they are left wondering if there

is appropriate federal oversight
to ensure equal protection under
the law.”

“The number of incidents and
the closeness of the timing of in-
cidents raise troubling questions
about linkages and the intent be-
hind them,” the letter continued.
“It takes relatively few coordinated
acts of hate to create fear within
a community that has often been
marginalized or neglected, and we
must work collaboratively to com-
bat hate against all religious, eth-
nic, racial, and cultural minorities
in America. We therefore request
that you provide us with an under-
standing of what the Department’s
strategy is specifically concerning
hate crimes targeting Hindus in the
United States.”

The five members of Congress
have requested the DoJ provide
the requested by April 18.

If you want results, contact us:

Law Offices of HARESH JAMBUSARIA, INC.

* H-1B Visa

* Deportation

MONEY BACK
GUARANTEE (LEGAL FEE
FOR LABOR

CERTIFICATION (PERM

* "K" Visa * Intracompany Transferee
« Student Visa e Treaty Trader/Investor
» Citizenship » 9th Circuit Litigation

The quota under employment category is moving fast for aliens born
in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sti Lanka, England, U.K. and Canada etc.
It is possible to precess and get Green Card on the
employment skilled worker category or professional
position within 1 year and half years to 2 years.

IMMIGRATION SPECIALIST
H1-B & LABOR CERTIFICATION SPECIALIST

* Relative Petition
 Fiance'(e) Visa

* Consular Processing

DIVORCE/
NULLIFICATION OF MARRIAGE

— Even without the concent of the other party
— For those who are illegally staying in the U.S.

OVER 45 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE *
90% PLUS SUCCESS

“Professionalism, Reliability, and Results in our Motto”

TEL: (213) 386-7148
1-888-505-9120
Fax: 213-386-1576

6404 Wilshire Blvd.,

Los Angeles, CA 90048
Email: hareshlaw @yahoo.com
www.hareshlaw.com

Suite 845,
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Happy Baisakhi -3 '
] Dr. Harsimran Chadha, DDS

Services Offered:

« Snoring & Sleep Apnea Treatment ¢ White Fillings ¢ Oral Surgery

* Full Mouth Rehabilitation * Dentures * Crown, Bridges & Veneers
* Smile Makeovers * Gum Treatment * Orthodontics ¢ Invisalign
« Implants for Loose Dentures * Root Canal * Zoom! (Teeth Whitening System)

We Accept all Insurance, Medi-Cal, Union Plans O

Dr. Harsimran Chadha 0% Financing Available o v

7205 Balboa Blvd,
Van Nuys, CA 91406. ' invisalign®

L))

Phone: (818) 997-3662

Medicare Health Insurance Made Clear

PRESENTATION AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST AT

RACHNA - HARESH SHAH
6503 Pepperdine Drive, Buena Park, CA 9062 ¢ (714) 595-5010

e Medicare Health Insurance, Your Benefits & Options

¢ Description of Medicare Supplement Insurance and Medicare Advantage plans, and their pros & cons
¢ Presentation of Medicare Advantage Plans and enrollment assistance

¢ Individual guidance on enrollment in Medicare Supplement Insurance and Prescription Drug Plans

ADMISSION IS FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
TO RSVP CALL HARESH SHAH, a licensed agent, at (714) 595-5010 or
send an email to: hareshshah2000@yahoo.com with your name(s) and program location.

" The Speakers: Haresh Shah, CA License: 0H40917
| Rachna Shah, CA License: 0K36850

- A deep understanding of Medicare from five years in healthcare industry.
- An independent insurance sales agent, representing:
- Medicare Advantage Plans - Medicare Supplement Insurance
- Prescription Drug Plans

Dedicated to helping people choose the health plan
that best meets their healthcare needs & budget

Haresh Shah is not connected with the Federal Medicare program.
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Two Indian American Chefs Named As James
Beard Award Finalists

Sujan Sarkaes

FERERERLL

India-West News Desk

NEW YORK, NY — Two Indian American
chefs have made it to the list of finalists for
the coveted James Beard Foundation Award
for 2024.

Sujan Sarkar, the creative force behind
Chicago’s Indienne, has been recognized
as one of the top chefs in the Great Lakes
region. With a culinary journey spanning
continents, Sarkar’s expertise and innova-
tive flair have garnered widespread acclaim.

His first foray into the US culinary scene
came with the launch of Rooh in San Francis-
coin early 2017, a venture that swiftly gained
recognition and acclaim on the West Coast.
Building on this success, Sarkar ventured into
the vibrant culinary landscape of New York,

opening his first Indian gastro bar, Baarr.
His arrival in Chicago in 2019 marked a piv-
otal moment, with the launch of Good Times
Restaurants and subsequently, the acclaimed
Indienne. Within a remarkably short span,
Indienne secured a coveted Michelin star in
2023, a testament to Sarkar’s culinary vision
and commitment to excellence.

Born and raised in a small town near
Kolkata, Sarkar’s culinary journey began
with a deep-rooted appreciation for the
ingredients and techniques that define
Indian cuisine.

Arvinder ‘Dickey’ Vilkhu, the president
and executive chef of Saffron Nola in New
Orleans, has likewise left an indelible mark
on the culinary landscape. With over 40
years of dedication to the food and beverage

Arvinder ‘Dickey’ Vilkhu and family.

industry, his culinary journey traces back to
his formative years in India, where he was
exposed to the rich tapestry of flavors and
traditions that define Indian cuisine.

After relocating to the United States in
1984, Vilkhu assumed leadership roles in
esteemed establishments such as the In-
terContinental Hotel in New Orleans and
the elite Pickwick Club. However, it was his
innate talent for cooking and a burgeon-
ing demand for his culinary creations that
led Vilkhu to transition from hospitality

management to culinary entrepreneurship.
Alongside his wife, Pardeep, Vilkhu founded
Saffron Caterers, a venture that quickly
gained acclaim for its fusion of South Asian
and Louisiana influences.

After gaining widespread praise for food
that combined South Asian and Louisiana
influences, Saffron became a brick-and-mortar
location in 2017. It is run by Arvinder and
Pardeep and their children Ashwin and Pranita.

The final winners will be revealed in Chi-
cago on June 10.

STERLING ACCOUNTING & TAX
SERVICES INC.

We offev the following sewvices:

* Preparation of Individuals, Partnerships, Corporations and Fiduciaries income tax returns
e Compilations, Reviews and Audits of financial statements
e Audits of 401k and profit sharing plans

e Audits of non-profit organizations financial statements

* Preparation of personal financial statements

e Preparation of non-profit organizations tax returns

e Monthly, quarterly, or annual bookkeeping services

e Tax planning and incorporations

e Representation before income tax, sales tax and other regulatory tax authorities
e Paperless attestation engagements

We have experience servicing companies in various types of industries
including: Manufacturing, Retail, Entertainment, Real Estate, Technology, Motels,
Restaurants, Construction, Food Processing, Financing and Professional Services.

Quality Service at Economical Rates

21860 S Burbank Blvd., Ste 110, Woodland Hills, CA 91367

818-468-8408 « www.sterlingtax.net ¢ vbramha@sterlingtax.net

Venkat Bramharouthu, CPA

Member, AICPA
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CATERING

Natraj serves the ultimate in South
Asian cuisine for weddings and
special events. Featuring our
experienced and talented culinary
team, and offering impeccable and
unrivaled service, distinguishes us
as the premier Indian caterer.

Our professional catering staff

will create menus to exceed
your expectations and ensure a ng———
memorable celebration for you and 18,
your guests. Outstanding quality

and exceptional value complete

a perfect occasion.

23 Musick, Irvine 949/632-2778
www.natrajusa.com email: vijay@natrajusa.com
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NFL: Ex Jaguars Employee
Amit Patel Sent To Jail

AC'(SONV'LLE

AGUAR

India-West News Desk

JACKSONVILLE, FL — Former Jaguars
employee Amit Patel, who admitted to em-
bezzling $22 million from the team, received
a 6Y2-year prison sentence . U.S. District
Judge Henry Lee Adams Jr. also ordered
Patel, 31, to pay $21.1 million in restitu-
tion to the NFL team and attend Gamblers
Anonymous meetings.

During the hearing, Patel expressed
remorse, stating, “I stand before you em-
barrassed, shamed, and disappointed by
my actions.” He disclosed his year-long
sobriety and efforts to address his gambling
addiction, saying, “I can never truly convey
how sorry I am to everyone affected by my
actions.”

Megha Parekh, the Jaguars’ senior vice
president and chief legal officer, delivered a
statement on behalf of the team, expressing

11938 Paramount Blvd.,
Downey, CA 90242

8500 Florence Ave., Suite 101
Downey, CA 90240

3625 M. L. K. Jr Blvd, Unit 8
Lynwood, CA 90262

3300 South Street, Suite 209
Long Beach, CA 90805

2621 S. Bristol Ave. Suite 105,

Santa Ana, CA 92807

14359 Pioneer Blvd. Suite A
Norwalk, CA 90650

(562) 923-6060 -

GUrg

WALK-INS WELCOME
WAIT-TIME IS 15 MINUTES!

AME Medical Group, Inc.

NS
H\MFM/
o

betrayal by Patel, whom they had entrusted
with his “dream job.” Parekh emphasized the
emotional impact of Patel’s actions, stating,
“We take no joy in his punishment. Make no
mistake, Amit broke our hearts.”

Patel’s attorney, Alex King, advocated for
punishments ranging from probation to one
year in prison, ESPN reported.

King attributed Patel’s actions to a gam-
bling addiction, noting that “99% of the
misappropriated funds” were used to cover
gambling losses. Patel’s history of gambling
dates back to high school, with instances of
using his mother’s credit card for gambling.

The NFL prohibits club and league
employees from gambling on sports,
including daily fantasy sports. Patel’s
termination from the Jaguars in 2023
coincided with his diagnosis of a gambling
disorder and subsequent participation in
treatment programs.

433 W. 4th street, Ste. 100

Montebello, CA 90640.

CRIME

INDIA WEST

India-West News
Desk

DULUTH, MN -
Harshkumar Raman-
lal Patel, 28, who has
been accused of smug-
gling people across the
U.S.-Canada border
into Minnesota, in-
cluding the Gujarati
family that froze to

death on the border in 2022, has entered a
plea of ‘not guilty.’

Dubbed as “Dirty Harry,” Patel entered
his plea via teleconference with U.S. Mag-
istrate Judge Leo Brisbois, here. The driver,

Man Pleads Not Guilty To
Smuggling Gujarati Family
That Froze To Death

hired by Patel, Steven Shand, has also pled
not guilty. AP reported that an agent with the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security said
Patel has been refused a U.S. visa at least
five times, including four at U.S. consulates
in India and once at the U.S. consulate in
Ottawa, Canada. He is in the U.S. illegally,
the agent said.

Unsealed court papers connect Patel with
a human trafficking group based in the
northwest Indian state of Gujarat. The group
allegedly would get Indian nationals into
Canada on student visas, then move them
on to the Chicago area, AP said.

The migrants would work for substan-
dard wages at Indian restaurants while
they paid off debt to the smugglers, ac-
cording to the court documents.

entCare

AME Medical Group, Inc.

X-RAYS & ULTRASOUNDS
NOW AVAILABLE!

Est. 1997

15141 Whittier Blvd., Ste. 120

Whittier, CA 90603

29525 Canwood St.,
Agoura Hills, CA 91301

12472 Washington Bivd.,
Whittier, CA 90602

741 S Orange Ave.,
West Covina, CA 91790

Ste. 200

We Welcome

% KAISER PERMANENTE.

Patients

Rapid Antigen Testing

Resulis in 15 minutes

No Insurance needed.

Just $75
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US Probing Adani Group Over Bribery:| US Has Not Asked India To

Reduce Russian Oil Imports

Bloomberg

India-West News Desk

NEW YORK, NY — The Adani
Group, the major conglomerate in
India, faces heightened scrutiny as
US prosecutors delve into potential
bribery allegations involving bil-
lionaire founder Gautam Adani,
sources familiar with the matter
revealed said Bloomberg and
subsequently reported in several
Indian media outlets.

Led by the US Attorney’s Office
for the Eastern District of New
York and the Justice Department’s
fraud unit in Washington, the
investigation focuses on whether
Adani Group entities or individu-
als associated with the company
engaged in bribery to secure fa-
vorable treatment for an energy
project in India. The inquiry also
extends to Indian renewable en-
ergy firm Azure Power Global Ltd.

In response to the allegations,
the Adani Group issued a state-
ment affirming its adherence to the
highest governance standards and
compliance with anti-corruption
laws in India and other countries.

The investigation stems from
allegations raised by short-seller
Hindenburg Research last year,
accusing the Adani conglomerate
of stock price manipulation and

accounting fraud. Although Adani
vehemently denied these claims,
its shares initially suffered a decline
before recovering. Despite the on-
going investigation, the US govern-
ment has maintained collaborations
with Adani Group entities. Notably,
the US International Development
Finance Corp. provided significant
financing to an Adani unit for a
port terminal project in Sri Lanka,
aiming to counterbalance China’s
influence in the region.

The probe into Adani Group’s
activities has reached an advanced
stage, with the Justice Department
empowered to continue investiga-
tions without formal notification
to the involved parties. As of now,

neither Gautam Adani, his com-
pany, nor Azure Power have been
charged with any wrongdoing, and
investigations do not necessarily
result in prosecutions.

Under the Foreign Corrupt Prac-
tices Act (FCPA), US prosecutors
can pursue foreign corruption alle-
gations if they involve American in-
vestors or markets. Although Adani
Group doesn’t trade in the US, it
does have American investors.

The unfolding investigation un-
derscores the geopolitical signifi-
cance of the Adani Group, deeply
embedded in the Indian economy
and closely monitored by the White
House as a potential ally in coun-
tering China’s influence.

|f t

India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC — Eric Van
Nostrand, the US Treasury Assis-
tant Secretary for Economic Policy,
who was in New Delhi, dispelled
notions that the United States is
pressuring India to curb its oil
imports from Russia. The Indian
media, in an election year, has been
drumming the idea that the US is
imposing its views and India has
stood up to it.

Speaking at an event organized
by the Ananta Centre in New
Delhi, Nostrand emphasized that
the US neither expects nor has it
requested India to reduce its oil
purchases from Russia.

Since Moscow invaded Ukraine
in February 2022, Indian refiners
have escalated their purchases of
Russian oil. With the West reduc-
ing its dependency on Russian
energy supplies, Russia began of-

fering substantial discounts on its
crude oil, a move eagerly embraced
by Indian refiners. Consequently,
Russia has now become New
Delhi’s largest source of crude, sur-
passing traditional heavyweights
Iraq and Saudi Arabia.

Accompanied by Assistant Sec-
retary for Terrorist Financing and
Financial Crime Anna Morris, he
said, “The price cap is designed
to leave Russia with only bad op-
tions... We want him (Putin) to
choose between three bad things:
selling with coalition services un-
der the price cap, selling outside
the price cap, or shutting his oil
in and not putting it to market,”
Nostrand elaborated.

Both Nostrand and Morris said
that the price cap has proven suc-
cessful thus far, achieving its objec-
tive of limiting Russia’s oil revenue
without causing a global supply
shock or a spike in oil prices.
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6% Of Indian Americans Live In Poverty, Least Among Asians In US

Contd. from P1
immigrants are proficient in
English, posing additional chal-
lenges in accessing resources and
opportunities.

Among Asian immigrants liv-
ing below the poverty line, 44%
are proficient in English, whereas

61% of those above the povertyline
exhibit proficiency in the language.

Where They Live

The geographical distribu-
tion of poverty among Asian
Americans is also notable, with
about one million residing in 10
US metropolitan areas. Particu-

larly, New York City, Los Angeles,
and San Francisco harbor over
500,000 Asians living in poverty
collectively, accounting for 26%
of all Asian Americans in poverty.

Fresno, California; Buffalo,
New York; and Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania are among the metro

Filipino 7%
Indian 6% J Nepalese 9%

Malaysian 10%
Korean 10%

Poverty rates vary widely across Asian origin groups in the U.S.

% of Asian Americans who live at or below the poverty line, by origin group, 2022

Laotian 11%
l Chinese 11% Cambodian 13%

“7T I [ 20

0 4
Sri Lankan 6%
Japanese 8% Vietnamese 11%

Thai 11%

Indonesian 11%

Pakistani 13%
Hmong 17%

Bangladeshi 12% Mongolian 16%

Burmese 19%

Note: Asians include those who say their race is Asian alone and non-Hispanic, Asian and at least one other race and non-Hispanic, or Asian
and Hispanic. Figures for origin groups include mixed-race and mixed-group populations, regardless of Hispanic origin. Asians living in poverty
include those whose family income is at or below 100% of the federal poverty line. Origin groups with a total population less than 25,000 not
shown.
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Herbal Facial, Threading,
Waxing, Haircuts,

Creative Updo (Hairstyles),
Bridal Make-up & Bridal Henna

Follow us: r@ Karishmabeauty

mm Karishma Beauw Salon

11818, 186th St.,
Artesia, CA 90701.
Ph: 562-468-0188
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Navin Kohli
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2-1 BUYDOWN PROGRAM

WE WILL PAY FOR
YOUR APPRAISAL!
CALL TODAY

1-800-991-4162

No Tax Return Loans available for
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nkohli@rapidcapitalinc.com
BUY A HOME WITH 5% DOWN - NO MORTGAGE INSURANCE

1 Park Plaza, Suite 600, Irvine, CA 92614
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Apply online at www.rapidcapitalinc.com
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Source: Pew Research Center analysis of the 2022 American Community Survey (IPUMS).

areas with the highest poverty
rates among Asian Americans.

Financial Support Source

A significant proportion of those
in poverty (61%) have sought assis-
tance from family or friends, while
nearly half (49%) have turned to
local, state, or federal governments
for help. Additionally, some have
sought support from religious
institutions (21%) or Asian com-
munity groups (13%).

Interestingly, the reasons for
immigrating to the US seem to
influence the likelihood of re-
ceiving government assistance.
For instance, a third of Asian
immigrants who came due to
conflict or persecution in their
home country have received
governmental support, com-
pared to smaller shares of those
who migrated for educational or
economic opportunities or to be

with family.

American Dream

Despite the challenges, there
remains a sense of hope among
Asian Americans living in poverty.
Roughly 47% believe the Ameri-
can dream is out of reach, while
others express optimism, with
15% stating they have achieved
it and 36% believing they are on
their way to achieving it.

Both Asian Americans living
above and below the poverty line
share similar views on what con-
stitutes the American dream, with
elements like freedom of choice,
family life, children’s opportuni-
ties, and retirement being deemed
important. Homeownership is also
key, with 81% of Asian adults living
in poverty and 87% of those living
above the poverty line say owning
a home is important to their view
of the American dream.

India Killings In Pak — US Says
It Wants To Stay Out Of It

State Department spokesperson Matthew Miller.

WASHINGTON, DC (ANI) — The
United States has said that it “will
not get into the middle of the situ-
ation” between India and Pakistan.

The response by US Department
of State spokesperson Matthew
Miller came after he was asked
about Washington’s stance on the
recent report by The Guardian citing
Pakistani and Indian officials alleg-
ing that India carried killings of in-
dividuals associated with terrorism
and extremism on Pakistani soil.

“We have been following the
media reports about this issue.
We don’t have any comment on
the underlying allegations, but of
course, while we’re not going to get
in the middle of this situation, we
encourage both sides to avoid esca-
lation and find a resolution through
dialogue,” Matthew Miller said.

The Ministry of External Affairs of-
ficial spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
had earlier dismissed the charges

and added, “As the world knows,
Pakistan has long been the epicenter
of terrorism, organized crime, and
illegal transnational activities.”

Jaiswal made the remarks after
Pakistan Foreign Secretary Mu-
hammad Syrus Sajjad Qazi claimed
Islamabad had “credible evidence”
of links between Indian agents and
the assassination of two Pakistani
nationals in Sialkot and Rawalkot—
Shahid Latif and Muhammad Riaz.

Latif, who was gunned down in a
mosque in Sialkot, has been desig-
nated as a terrorist in India, Dawn re-
ported. Riaz, formerly associated with
the terrorist organization Jamaatud
Dawa, was killed in Rawalkot, The
Express Tribune reported.

This is in stark contrast to De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh
stating that India cannot tolerate
terrorism and will do what it takes
including whatever the UK media
outlet has reported.
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Harvard Names Avantika Vandanapu
South A31an Person Of The Year’

f;!,.

MUMBALI, (IANS) — Indian American actress
Avantika Vandanapu, who is known for her role in
‘Mean Girls’, has been honored with the “South Asian
Person of the Year” award by Harvard University.

The actress was recognized for her outstand-
ing achievements and significant impact in both

SanJay Sharma

L.oan Broker

the international and Indian entertain-
ment industries.

Vandanapu said: “Being honored by
such a prestigious institution as Har-
vard University is truly humbling and
incredibly motivating. This award not
only acknowledges my efforts but also
underscores the significance of narratives
transcending borders and the crucial role
of Indian representation in global media.”

She was one of the key leads in the new
adaptation of ‘Mean Girls’. She then made
her debut in the Indian OTT series ‘Big
Girls Don’t Cry’.

The actress, who was born to a Telugu-
speaking family and made her mark in
several Hollywood projects, including
“Spin’, and ‘Senior Years’, among others,
is thankful for the unwavering support and
affection she has received from audiences,
both at home and abroad.

The actress added: “It propels me to
delve into stories that challenge stereo-
types, embrace diversity, and forge deep
connections with people. My journey is
just beginning, and this recognition ignites
my determination to continue contributing
positively through my work.”

“I am eager for the future and aspire to
pave the way for more Indian voices to res-
onate and thrive on the global platform.”
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Dev Patel'

Moﬂkey Man' Has
Good Start In Box Office

India-West News Desk

LOS ANGELES, CA — Dev Patel’s debut directorial venture, the action thriller
“Monkey Man,” started its journey well, securing the second spot at the box office,
earning $10.1 million trailing only behind ‘Godzilla X Kong’ which continues to
dominate. In contrast, Disney and 20th Century’s supernatural prequel “The First
Omen” has lagged behind at the fourth position with a subdued $8.4 million.

“Monkey Man” has also received positive reception from both audiences and
critics, boasting a “B+” CinemaScore and an 86% average on Rotten Tomatoes.

Both “Monkey Man” and “The First Omen” were originally intended for stream-
ing platforms rather than theatrical releases, Variety reported. However, Universal
Pictures acquired the rights to “Monkey Man” for $10 million after filmmaker
Jordan Peele, whose production company has a distribution deal with Universal,

recognized its potential for a theatrical run.

The film, starring Dev Patel as Kid, an enigmatic figure seeking vengeance
against corrupt leaders responsible for his mother’s death, has the potential to
benefit from positive word-of-mouth in the coming weeks, said Variety.

India-West News Desk

LOS ANGELES, CA — Mindy
Kaling is returning to Hulu, ac-
cording to Deadline, six and a
half years after the conclusion of
The Mindy Project, with a new
single-camera comedy titled
Murray Hill.

The project, produced
by Warner Bros. TV un-
der Kaling’s overall deal,
was presented to buy-
ers at the beginning of
the year and generated
significant interest in
the competitive mar-
ket, ultimately land-
ing at Hulu with a |
script-to-series com- |
mitment, Deadline |
said.

Murray Hill,
written by Kaling, |
follows the lives of
five ambitioustwen- | § < -
ty-somethings who m
prioritize profes- @
sional success and, if
time permits, personal
fulfillment in Manhat-
tan’s upscale neighborhood of
Murray Hill.

Kaling serves as executive pro-
ducer through her company, Ka-
ling International, in association
with Warner Bros. TV, alongside
Howard Klein from 3 Arts En-
tertainment. Jessica Kumai Scott
from Kaling International acts as

Mindy Kaling's New
Show Lands In Hulu

co-executive producer.
This collaboration marks a re-
union between Kaling and Hulu,
which previously rescued The
Mindy Project in 2015 after its
cancellation by Fox. The series,
a workplace/romantic comedy,
continued for three more seasons
on Hulu, becoming one of the
platform’s early original hits.
Craig Erwich, then Hulu’s
SVP and Head of Content,
spearheaded the initiative
into original program-
ming and currently over-
sees Hulu’s original
slate as president of
Disney Television
Group, Deadline re-
- ported.
Erwich expressed
enthusiasm about the
partnership, stating,
' “Mindy has been a

beloved member of
' the Hulu family, so
| this deal is a natural
- extension of our re-
lationship,” upon the
' pickup of The Mindy

Project in 2015.

Since The Mindy

Project, Kaling has co-created
and developed successful series
like Never Have I Ever for Netf-
lix, and The Sex Lives of College
Girls and Velma for HBO Max.
Murray Hill marks her return
to solo creatorship for the first
time since The Mindy Project.
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SERVING OUR
CLIENTS FOR
OVER 35 YEARS

ABOUT US CORPORATE

Chugh, LLP is a full-service legal and accounting firm with
dozens of US offices and global affiliates. In business for
more than 35 years, Chugh, LLP specializes in immigration,
corporate law, taxation, litigation, employment, and mergers
and acquisitions in the legal field, and accounting,
bookkeeping, and tax return filing services. We have a staff
of 300 people in the United States, including 125 attorneys
and CPAs/CAs.

TAXATION

IMMIGRATION
OUR LOCATIONS

Atlanta, GA | Brentwood, TN | Edison, NJ | Herndon, VA
Houston, TX | Indianapolis, IN | Kennewick, WA

Los Angeles, CA | New York, NY | Santa Clara, CA LITIGATION

15925 Carmenita Road, Cerritos, CA 90703 @ info@chugh.com

www.chugh.com

1600 Duane Avenue, Santa Clara, CA 95054 e (877) 248-4485
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Film Shows How Americans Are Scammed By Indian

Call Centers

MUMBAI, (IANS) — The
streaming documentary ‘Bogus
Phone Operators’ unravels one
of the biggest call center scams in
India. The documentary exposes
the ‘Thane Call Center Scam’ and
goes behind the criminal net-
works operating from India that
swindled the American citizens
while sitting in India.

A group of 600 deceptive call
center employees in Maharash-
tra’s Thane, allegedly collaborated
to pull off a fraud involving over
15,000 Americans, resulting in esti-
mated losses exceeding $50 million.

The documentary provides
an in-depth exploration of this
scam, which prompted collabo-
ration between the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation and Indian
Police to uncover the ‘Thane
Call Centre Scam’. The investi-
gative crime documentary is on
IN10 Media Network’s global
premium membership-based
OTT platform, DocuBay.

Girish Dwibhashyam, COO of
DocuBay, explained the motive
behind producing the documen-
tary, as he said: “The shocking
‘Thane Call Centre Scam’ com-
pelled us to act. The story of hun-
dreds of employees in a seemingly
legitimate call center in Mumbai

suburbs allegedly swindling thou-
sands of Americans needed to be
shared with global audiences.”

“Bogus Phone Operators’ aims
to uncover the masterminds be-
hind these crimes. The filmmakers
have investigated and explored the
complexities of this scam industry,
which appears to be just the tip of
the iceberg,” he added.

Despite law enforcement efforts,
the documentary showcases how
these criminal networks persist
with impunity, highlighting the
necessity for international coop-
eration and heightened awareness.

POCUBAY ORIGINAL
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The documentary is helmed by
National Award-winning film-
maker Satya Prakash Upadhyaya.

Satya said: “As someone who
has fallen victim to scam calls,
this documentary serves as my ur-
gent plea to safeguard our digital
world. We must educate citizens
before these scams pose an in-
surmountable threat to society.”

During the research and filming
process, the team collaborated
with experts, media, lawyers, and
call center employees to navigate
challenges. Months of research
and collaboration with Indian

US
NE
All

| B STREAMING DOCUMENTARIES

Police and the FBI were crucial in
establishing communication with
victims, who shared first-hand
accounts of the scam’s impact on
their lives. “The documentary
serves as a reminder of the perva-
sive threat of cybercrime and the
importance of remaining vigilant
in an increasingly connected
world,” said Yule Kurup, producer
at Nirvaan Entertainment.
“Through our examination of the
‘Thane Call Center Scam’, we aim
to raise awareness and empower
viewers to protect themselves from
similar fraudulent schemes.”

Dhanush,
Aishwarya File
For Divorce

CHENNAI, (IANS) — Actor-
filmmaker Dhanush and director
Aishwarya Rajinikanth have filed
for divorce. According to media
reports, the couple filed a petition
seeking divorce by mutual consent
at a Chennai family court recently.

In January 2022, Dhanush and
Aishwarya had announced that they
are moving their separate ways.

Taking to social media, Dha-
nush had written: “Eighteen years
of togetherness as friends, couple,
as parents and well-wishers to
each other... The journey has been
of growth, understanding, adjust-
ing, and adapting.

“Today we stand at a place where
our paths separate. Aishwaryaa and
I have decided to part ways as a
couple and take time to understand
us as individuals for the better.”
Dhanush and Aishwarya, who got
married in 2004, are parents to
two sons — Yatra and Linga. On
the work front, Aishwarya made a
comeback as a director with ‘Lal Sa-
laam’, which had her father Rajini-
kanth playing an extended cameo.

Dhanush’s latest release is
‘Captain Miller’, an action-ad-
venture film directed by Arun
Matheswaran and produced by
Sathya Jyothi Films.

Newsweek Magazine, 60 Minutes, Good Morning America, Dainik Jagran
and over 200 international news organizations have all reported that the

future of gender selection has arrived at The Fertility Institutes 100% Sex
Selection program in Southern California.

Using advanced preimplantation genetic diagnosis (PGD), the physicians
and scientists at the Fertility Institutes operate the world’s largest and
most successful 100% sex selection program. Serving couples from all
over the world, you are invited to call or visit our website for information

on how you can ASSURE that your next pregnancy results in the gt:ml::r
that you pre-select. View our web site to see our physicians interviewed on
CNN, 60 Minutes, Good Morning America, MSNBC and other leading
NEws programs. Confidential in-office and telephone consultations with

our world renown ph}rsician.-. are available h].' .'lppuintmunt.

Tﬁe 'Ferh/ @

Have a Boy, Have a Girl Guaranteed!

A REALITY AT THE FERTILITY INSTITUTES

Los Angeles, CA * New York, NY * Guadalajara, Mexico

Where dreams become reality....

www.fertility-docs.com

Gender Selection Hotline:

818-728-4600

Qm‘ﬁfu tes

Helping Couples Become Families

New
LOWER
COST PRICING
Call for details
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INTERNATIONAL
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INDIA BAZAAR
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717 S Harbor Blvd, 638 El Camino Real, 10120 Indiana Ave
Fullerton, CA 92832. Tustin, CA 92780 Riverside, CA 92503
Ph: (714) 870-1242 Ph: (714) 832-4671 Ph: (951) 800-2008

Akshar Cash N Carry 3
%= INTERNATIONAL 23367 E Golden Springs Dr,  9520-B, Black Mountain Rd, i W Anaheim,
INDIA BAZAAR Diamond Bar, CA 91765 San Diego, CA 92126 SOON CA
B

Ph: (909) 396-7411 Ph: (858) 689-2222

FREE WORKSHOP

Do you know the difference between...

 DBA
e LLC'S e S Corporation
* Partnerships ¢ C Corporation

- Payroll - Income Tax - Bookkeeping
- Tax Return for Individual / Partnership / DBA / Corporation

SATISH TOMAR
KUMAR TAX & FINANCIAL SERVICES 818-349-9300

18118 Parthenia St. Northridge, CA 91325
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POST YOUR CLASSIFIED ADS‘
ON INDIAWEST.COM
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HELP WANTED

Financial Agent Positions Available
Financial firm training agents to
help clients with Savings, Retire-
ment and Insurance planning. Ideal
candidates are self-driven, ambi-
tious and have a desire to positively
impact families. No experience
required. Flexible schedules avail-
able as independent contractors.
Contact Frank at 714-331-9466 or
positions.fsc@gmail.com

MOTEL HELP WANTED

Resident Manager In Los Ange-
les/Orange County
Looking for a resident manager
that will rent rooms, clean rooms
if housekeeping does not show, do
you required paperwork. Follow
franchise standards. Pay is $5,000
amonth. Contact: (562) 250-5251,

sellhouze@gmail.com

Motel Manager For Small Motel
Near Newport Beach California
Looking for experienced motel
manager with excellent communi-
cation and computer skills. Good
sales and phone skills. Light house-
keeping also required. Accom-
modation can be provided for 1
person only. Send your resume to

moteljobfrontdesk@gmail.com or
TEXT only at 949-738-2330

email your details or resume at
phelan8317@gmail.com

Need Housekeepers For A Flag
Hotel In Upper Michigan
We are looking for housekeepers for
flag hotel in upper Michigan. will
provide accommodation and call
@ 906-776-9920 for more details.

Resident Manager In Lodi CA
Hotel Resident Manager needed
for 49 room hotel in Lodi CA. Hotel
manager experience a must. 2 bed-
room apartment will be provided.
Must be fluent in English. Please e-
mail your resume @ shivraman08@
gmail.com.

Resident Motel Manager Want-
ed, Signal Hill CA. Documenta-
tion To Work Required.
Motel manager wanted for 16 unit
motel, living quarters provided,
located at Signal Hill Motel in the
city of Signal Hill CA next to Long
Beach Ca. Prior hotel experience
required, strong English, writing
and speaking mandatory. Excellent
customer skills required.
Contact: 562-900-1891

Manager Needed For A Motel
In Phelan, CA (Outside Of LA)
Close To Hesperia, CA
Must have hotel experience. Accom-
modation can be provided. Please

General Manager Needed For A
Boutique Hotel In N. California.
Must have hotel experience. Accom-
modation can be provided. Please
email your details or resume at
Amanhotelierl @gmail.com.

Hotel Front Desk Manager -
SureStay By Best Western
The Front Desk Manager directs
and controls the activities of the
Front Desk and acts as the man-
ager on duty in the hotel, responds
to a wide variety of guest requests
by accurately assessing the guest
needs and requests and then add-
ing personal recommendations
and touches to achieve maximum
customer satisfaction while com-
plying with all SureStay by Best
Western Polices. Essential Func-
tions: 1) Registers guests and
assigns rooms. Accommodates
special requests whenever pos-
sible. 2) Assists in preregistration
and blocking of rooms for reserva-
tions. 3) Thoroughly understands
and adheres to proper credit, check
and cash handling policies and
procedures 4) Knows room loca-
tions, types of rooms available and
room rates. 5) Uses suggestive sell-

ing techniques to sell rooms and
to promote other services of the
hotel. 5) Coordinates room status
updates with the housekeeping de-
partment by notifying housekeep-
ing of all check outs, late checkouts,
early check-ins, special requests
and day use rooms. 6) Possesses a
working knowledge of reservations
procedures. Takes same day res-
ervations and future reservations
when necessary. Knows cancella-
tion procedures. 7) Proficient in
how to use front office equipment
and the property management sys-
tem. 8) Processes guest check-ins,
check-outs and perform cashier re-
lated functions like posting charges
to guest accounts and issuing paid
outs etc. 9) Ability to use problem
resolution techniques concerning
guest issues. 10) Uses proper tele-
phone etiquette. 11) Maintains the
cleanliness and organization of the
front desk area. 12) Responds to all
guests, co-workers, vendors, and
visitors in a professional, friendly
and courteous manner at all times.
13) Perform any other job-related
duties as assigned. 14) SureStay
requires continental breakfast to
be served on a daily basis.
Contact 559 898 1199 /
panchalhiren0716@gmail.com

FOR SALE

Liquor Store For Sale
In New Mexico
Liquor Store for sale in New Mexico
Gross-2.4mln Price-1.1Mln Size-
5000 Sq Ft. Contact : 213-915-9970

2.88 Acres Of Prime Land In
Chennai. Joy David/ Anbudai-
yan Property. 10.5 Cr/ Acre
The land comprised in Survey no
535/2, plot no 3 at No. 88, Padap-
pai Village, Sriperumbudur Taluk,
Kancheepuram District. Here is a
link. Once map has been brought up,
click the street view at the bottom to
view the property 12°53\'28.5\"N
80°01\’34.9\”E Local contact:
Kumar Jesudason Call: WhatsApp
+1 416 821 3232 Or Ranjan Veda-

manikam 505-554-8313.

Land For Sale

I have multiple pieces of land in
Joshua Tree Twentynine Palms
CA area. Starting at $8k to $17k.
I also have lands in AZ. Great
Investment or build your dream
home or use for Airbnb. Contact:
760-368-7057.

Post Your Classifieds on
www.indiawest.com

HIMALAYAN VEDIC ASTROLOGY

SOLUTIONS FOR ALL YOUR PROBLEMS

Acha rd

Santa Prasad Shastri

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri is a renowned Himalayan Vedic Astrologer
based in California. He started his Vedic astrological education at the age of
8 and went through 19 years of rigorous education and training at Maharishi
Vedic Gurukul, New Delhi, India. He has more than 40 years of experience in
Vedic Astrology. He is also a Teacher of the transcendental meditation &

* %% %% % %

yoga. He is a master of four vedas (Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda and
Atharveda). He is a specialist for all kinds of VedicYagyas and Pujas.

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri can solve all your problems through Vedic

Astrology. Contact today for a free consultation:

* Pujas, Havans andRituals
* Horoscope reading

W Palm &Face reading

* Gemstones

¥ info@himalayanvedicastrology.com

Job problems
Business Problems
Financial’Problems

Career Issues

Court Cases
Health Problems

Immigration/Green Card

WE CANHELP WITH

SPECIAL PUJAS FOR

W Kaal Sarpa-dosha
> ¢ Mangaldosha

W Marriage problems

i} (O +1(310) 486-7608

Y& Relationship issues
W Marriage/Divorce
* Career problems

* Health issues
Y Family issues

W Financial problems

W stress/Depression

Enlightenment with-(TM) Transcendental Meditation

Q@ www.himalayanvedicastrology.com

@ 18002 Devlin Ave Artesia, CA 90701
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Terraces at Laguna Beach

NEW CONSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CONDQOS

1369 NORTH COAST HIGHWAY

LAGUNA BEACH, CA 92651

About Property

30 Underground Parking Spaces

(2) Residential Condos approximately
3000sqft + balcony with Ocean Views!

(3) Commercial Condos from 1800 -
3500sqft

NEEL DESAI

neel@desaicompany.com

Pricing

Wholesale Price for entire
project is $32M

Pricing for Residential Condos
$7.5M+

Pricing for Commercial Condos
varies from $4M+ to $5M+
based on sqft.

ALAN DESAI
alan@desaicompany.com

C: 949-302-9729

www.1369nchlaguna.com
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