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P-S-A-M-M-O-P-H-I-L-E gets Dev Shah $50K US Spelling Bee championship.

Rahul Gandhi speaking at a meeting in New York.  (Photo: Mohammed Jaffer-Snapsindia)

K
eeping up the dominance 

of the 2023 Scripps Na-

tional Spelling Bee in the 

US by Indian American children, 

14-year-old Dev Shah from 

Florida has won the competition 

by correctly spelling the word 

“psammophile”.

ANNAPOLIS, MD (IANS) - He 

carried home the trophy and the 

$50,000 prize at the finals held on 

June 1 night in National Harbor, 

MD, after he spelled the word for an 

animal or plant that thrives in sandy 

soil. Of the 231 national contestants, 

the 11 finalists left standing in three 

days of grueling competition, 10 

were of Indian origin.

Rahul Gandhi To Bay Area 
Audience: India Going 

Through Political Storm

Again, 
Indian 

American 
Spelling Bee 

Champ

After nine were eliminated, 

Shah went into the final round 

against 14-year-old Charlotte 

Walsh from Arlington, Virginia, 

beating her with a bathypitotme-

ter (a device for measuring water 

temperature and current) before 

clinching the award by spelling 

the final word correctly.

Shradha Rachamreddy and 

Surya Kapu tied for third place 

with a $15,000 prize.

According to the Scripps website, 

Dev Shah’s hobbies include reading, 

playing tennis, mastering the cello 

and solving math problems with his 

friends. His favorite athlete is tennis 

ace Roger Federer, and his favorite 

movie is “La La Land.”

Shah is a class 8 student from 

Largo. Schistorrhachis, aegagrus, 

and were among the words he 

spelled correctly through 15 

rounds reaching the top.

Thousands of students from 

around the US and some foreign 

countries compete in local and 

regional competitions before the 

field is narrowed to 231.

Since Balu Natarajan won it in 

1985, 21 Indian-origin children 

have followed him, monopoliz-

ing it from 2008 to 2018. Harini 

Logan was the winner last year 

resuming the Indian lead, after a 

2021 win by a non-Indian.

By VRINDA AGARWAL

R
ahul Gandhi, prominent 

Indian politician and 

former President of the 

Indian National Congress began 

his week-long “Mohabbat ki du-

kaan” tour of the U.S at a recent 

event hosted by The Center for 

South Asian Studies at UC Santa 

Cruz’s Silicon Valley Campus. 

During his address, Gandhi 

touched upon various aspects 

of Indian politics, the power of 

people’s connection, and his vi-

sion for the future. 

SANTA CRUZ, CA - Gandhi 

began by highlighting the political 

landscape pre-2014, emphasizing 

that the instruments and tools that 

existed back then to shape public 

opinion and engage voters were no 

longer available in the current era.

Drawing from his recent Bharat 

Jodo Yatra across India, Gandhi 

shared his profound experiences 

of witnessing the desire for love, 

affection, and connection among 

the citizens. He emphasized that 

this yearning for human con-

nection and empathy transcends 

political boundaries and is a fun-

damental aspect of the Indian 

society. Gandhi viewed his yatra as 

a testament to the power of human 

bonds and believed that such mass 

mobilization for an extended pe-

riod could effectively bind people 

together for a common cause.

However, he also made it clear 

that his Bharat Jodo Yatra, which 

aimed to unite the nation, was 

not conceived as an electoral tool. 

Gandhi’s approach was to focus on 

fostering unity among people rather 

than using it as a means to garner 

votes. This perspective, he argued, 

was instrumental in the yatra’s 

success, as it genuinely resonated 

with the people and allowed for 

authentic connections to be formed.

During his speech, Gandhi 

proudly highlighted the success 
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14-Year-Old California Engineering Whiz 
Recruited By SpaceX 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (IANS) - 

Kairan Quazi, a 14-year-old boy, is 

about to embark on a new role as a 

software engineer at Elon Musk’s 

SpaceX. Quazi, based in San Fran-

cisco, is a graduate of Santa Clara 

University’s School of Engineering. 

In a LinkedIn post, he announced 

that he will be joining SpaceX’s 

Starlink team. “Next stop: SpaceX!” 

exclaimed Quazi, who success-

fully navigated a highly transparent, 

technically challenging, and enjoy-

able interview process.

“I will be joining the coolest 

company on the planet as a Soft-

ware Engineer on the Starlink 

engineering team. It’s one of the 

few companies that didn’t use my 

age as an arbitrary and outdated 

measure of maturity and ability,” 

he proudly added.

According to his LinkedIn bio, 

this prodigious talent has gained 

hands-on experience in Artificial In-

telligence (AI) and Machine Learning 

(ML) through a multi-year co-op at 

a Fortune 100 technology company 

and a summer internship at a VC-

backed cyber intelligence start-up. 

Impressively, Quazi enrolled at Las 

Positas Community College at the age 

of just nine. He has earned an Associ-

ate of Science degree in Mathematics 

with the highest distinction.

“At first, when I started at Santa 

Clara University, people were quite 

intrigued,” he shared. “But after a 

few days, I think the novelty wore 

off and many realized that I’m just 

a regular person.” During his time 

at Las Positas, Quazi also worked 

as a STEM tutor and became one 

of the most sought-after members 

of the tutoring staff.

“I went from being a rebellious 

third-grader to feeling intellectu-

ally validated,” Quazi expressed.

Quazi highlighted that his career 

trajectory changed when he had the 

opportunity to work on generative 

AI with Lama Nachman, the Di-

rector of the Intelligent Systems 

Research Lab at Intel Labs.

“In a landscape where many 

prestigious Silicon Valley compa-

nies said ‘no,’ having one leader say 

‘yes’ and one door open changed 

everything,” he shared in his 

post. According to media sourc-

es, Quazi’s parents mentioned 

that he was speaking in full sen-

tences by the age of two.

“By third grade, it became evi-

dent to my teachers, parents, and 

pediatrician that the traditional 

education system wasn’t the 

right fit for my accelerated learn-

ing ability,” Quazi explained. 

“Some may think I’m missing 

out on a conventional childhood 

mindset, but I don’t believe 

that’s true. I don’t think it would 

make sense for someone with 

my capabilities to be confined to 

graduating middle school right 

now. I have the ability to tackle 

rigorous graduate-level work 

and engage in prestigious co-op 

experiences. Joining SpaceX as 

a software engineer aligns per-

fectly with my aspirations. I don’t 

believe anyone with extraordinary 

abilities should feel trapped,” he 

confidently added. 

Quazi expressed his gratitude to 

his mentors at Santa Clara Univer-

sity and Intel, who provided him 

with opportunities to transcend 

his age. “I am forever grateful for 

recognizing my value, trusting in 

my abilities, and investing in my 

personal growth. I am thrilled to 

carry these invaluable lessons into 

my professional career,” Quazi 

expressed. “I am packing my rain 

boots and eagerly awaiting July!”

Kairan Quazi  has been hired by SpaceX

able interview process.

“I will be joining the coolest 

as a STEM tutor and became one 

of the most sought-after members 

mindset, but I don’t believe 

that’s true. I don’t think it would 

Direct Line: 714-626-2023 • Cell: 714-335-9048
Email: jrshah@pacbell.net

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

INTERIOR DESIGNER

SERVICES AVAILABLE

• Total Remodeling with Designing &   
  Decorating
• Custom Furniture
• Mural painting and lighting
• Full line of landscaping including         
  Pool, Spa,Gazebo and BBQ.
• Hotel/Motel/Restaurant Remodeling 
  and decorating

Email: rjinteriors@yahoo.com
Cell: (714) 335-8240

Brings Your Dream Come True

WE would help you to examine your RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL real estate portfolio and 
maximize your cashflow and appreciation including 1031 Tax deferred exchanges.

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, 
BUSINESS/INVESTMENT PROPERTIES & 

1031 TAX DEFERRED EXCHANGE EXPERT

714-335-9048

Jigar (JR) Shah, MBA
License# 01116918

Please call JR for information of 
COVID 19 on Real Estate

Commercial

Residential

•  A large Residential lot w/ Gorgeous Views in La Habra heights

•  4 BD 3 BA in Fullerton

•  5 BD 2 BA in Dana Point 

•  4 BD 3 BA townhome in West Los Angeles

•  5 BD 4 BA View home in Yorba Linda - For Sale

•  Huge Parcel of Land 530+ Acres Offering endless   

   opportunities to develop - FOR SALE

•  Fully approved lots in Carlsbad for Apartment Units

•  26 Units Apartment in 29 Palms 

•  BUYERS looking for Medical, Electronics & Similar companies.

•  8 Plus acres of divisible view LOTS in La Habra Heights

•  All Medical Retail Center in Gilbert, AZ (Very Decent CAP rate)

Rashmi Shah
USA graduate Interior Designer
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