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41st AAPI Convention

New Leadership And Notabl Achievements

India-West Staff Reporter

PHILADELPHIA, PA — The
41st annual American Asso-
ciation of Physicians of Indian
Origin (AAPI) Convention and
Scientific Sessions concluded
at the Marriott Downtown in
Philadelphia, PA, with Dr. Anjana
Samadder assuming charge as

In her Presidential Inaugural
address on July 8th, 2023, Dr.
Anjana Samadder expressed her
commitment to the well-being of
AAPI members and the advance-
ment of the organization’s mis-
sion. Alongside Dr. Samadder,
Dr. Satheesh Kathula took charge
as President-Elect, Dr. Amit
Chakrabarthy as Vice President,

the new President of AAPI. The
convention, held under the major
theme “True and Total Health is
the Wellbeing of Mind, Body, and
Spirit,” witnessed the inaugura-
tion of the new AAPI leadership
team and showcased remarkable
achievements.

The AAPI leadership of 2023-2024 helmed by Dr Anjana Samadder.

Dr. Sumul Raval as Secretary, Dr.
Sreeni Gangasani as Treasurer,
and Dr. Lokesh Edara as Chair of
the Board of Trustees.

The convention began with the
chanting of Sanskrit Mantras,
followed by the ribbon-cutting

Contd. on P6

SF Consul General Named
Ambassador To Kazakhstan

f : India-West News Desk

SAN FRANCISCO, CA - Dr. TV
Nagendra Prasad, the Consul General
of India, here, has been appointed as
the next Ambassador of India to the
Republic of Kazakhstan, the Ministry
of External Affairs said on June 30.

“He is expected to take up the as-
signment shortly,” the release read.

Ambassador Prasad before taking
over as the Consul General of India at
San Francisco, served at the Ministry
of External Affairs as Joint Secretary
heading the Gulf Division.

He joined the Indian Foreign Ser-
vice in the year 1993 and served in

various positions at Indian Missions
Contd. on P§

California Caste Bill Passes
Assembly Committee

India-West o ¢
News Desk :

SACRA-
MENTO, CA
— The Cali-
fornia Assem-
bly Judiciary
Committee
held a hearing
of Senate Bill
403, aimed at
banning caste The bill will finally be voted on by the full Assembly.
discrimination and on July 5, with a 9-0
vote, passed it. The bill will now be moved
to the Appropriations Committee to judge
its fiscal impact. If passed here, it will go to
the Assembly floor for a full vote.

Authored by Fremont Senator Aisha

Photo: @dalitdiva

Wahab, the bill has been a contentious one
right from the start, dividing the communi-
ty. Again, about 200 people from both sides
of the argument showed up at the hearing.

Those against it say it is wrong and will
Contd. on P18
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Grateful Marathon Runner Returns To Thank
Cardiologist, Team At Glendale, CA

Hospital and Health Center.

Marathon runner Glen Phillips embraces Cardiologist Dr. Onbkarjit
Marwah during a ceremony at Dignity Health - Glendale Memorial
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Phillips returned to Glendale Memorial Hospital and Health Center
life with a medal as a token of his appreciation. This thank-you gift is symbolic of the finisher medals

T

participants receive when finishing a marathon race.

to thank thse who saved his

heart and the brain
from ischemic
damage,” Marwah
elaborated.
Phillips has
made an almost
full recovery as the
damage caused by
the heart attack
was minimal, Mar-
wah said, adding
that saving Phillips
was a team effort.
On May 24, dur-
ing a ceremony
organized by the
hospital’s adminis-

By REENA RATHORE

LOS ANGELES, CA - April 7
started like any day for Glen Phillips
but by the time it ended, the mara-
thon runner had a brush with death.

Phillips suffered a cardiac emer-
gency during a run on a trail in Ely-
sian Park in Glendale, CA. Reacting
to the situation, a bystander called
9-1-1 while another sprang into
action and performed CPR until
the paramedics arrived. He was
later transported to Dignity Health
- Glendale Memorial Hospital
and Health Center where doctors
helped save his life.

Cardiologist Onkarjit Marwah,
who was the lead doctor on the
team, told India-West that Phillips
had recurrent chest pains in the days
leading up to the cardiac arrest.

“Doc, what happened and why
did this happen to me?”” Marwah
recalled Phillips as saying when he
woke up. “Being an athlete, he never
thought that he would be develop-
ing heart problems or chest pains,
so he kept on exercising. When he
was running that day, he developed
ischemia of the heart...it resulted
in a very dangerous arrhythmia
called ventricle fibrillation, because
of which he passed out on the trail

while he was running.”

He explained that most of the
time, because of the pain, patients
are alerted to the situation and seek
timely medical attention, but at
times, “when the heart attack causes
a dangerous arrhythmia, like in this
case, a person will pass out within
seconds, and may pass away within
afew minutesifhelp does not arrive.”
But Phillips was fortunate to have
received timely attention and care.

“We were able to shock his heart
out of the dangerous arrhythmia
into a normal rhythm and then
bring him immediately to the hos-
pital emergency room,” Marwah

told India-West. “In the hospital, he
was immediately put on a ventila-
tor for breathing, and then taken to
the cardiac Cath Lab immediately,
and underwent an angioplasty and
stenting of a coronary artery that
was occluded that was giving him
the heart attack that resulted in the
dangerous arrhythmia.”

He was also placed in a hypo-
thermia-induced coma and spent
several days in the ICU.

“Hypothermia involves placing
an individual into a medically
induced coma which also includes
bringing a patient’s temperature
down to a very low level to save the

tration to recognize
the emergency medical personnel
who’d helped Phillips, he was able
to thank everyone in person who
gave him a new lease on life.
“They bring patients with heart
attacks and other conditions to the
hospital on a daily basis multiple
times rescuing patients out in the
field in difficult situations. We
felt it was imperative for us, and
extremely important to recognize
the emergency medical services
for what they do every day saving
lives,” Marwah said. “Also, that par-
ticular week ended up being EMS
week, so it seemed like the most ap-
propriate time to recognize them.”
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Indians Happy With
Court Stopping
Affirmative Action In
College Admissions

By NAVNEET S. CHUGH

The Supreme Court’s recent ruling on
college admissions and affirmative action
has made African Americans and Hispanics
unhappy, some whites happy and most In-
dians happy. The lawsuits leading up to the
ruling were largely filed by Asian-American
students who argued that affirmative action
policies disadvantaged them in the college
admissions process.

Asian Americans have a diverse range of
perspectives on the issue, influenced by gen-
erational, cultural, and political differences.
Many Asian-American parents and educators
who have long felt frustrated by what they
perceive as bias against Asians in college
admissions were jubilant about the ruling.
They believe that hard working immigrant
families, predominantly from China, India,
and South Korea, face unfair treatment in
the admissions process, which undermines
equality. They value diver-
sity but argue that it should
not come at the cost of equal
opportunities for Asian-
American students.

Indian Americans be-
lieve that race or ethnicity
should not be a factor in
college admissions deci-
sions. Most Indians have
faced enough discrimina-
tion all their life in India
from tremendous benefits
and advantages given to
Dalits and other backward
classes. The special treat-
ment to Dalits was sup-
posed to end ten years after
the Republic was formed

The currents justices of the Supreme Court.

Mehma Kaur who recently came to the U.S.
for advanced studies.

Some Asians who supported the ruling
were skeptical that it would have a substan-
tial impact. They expressed concerns that
colleges and universities would find alterna-
tive ways to enforce systemic discrimination
and preferential treatment toward certain
groups. They believe that despite the ruling,
racial considerations will still be covertly tak-
en into account, such as through surnames
or other indirect factors. These individuals,
based on their own experiences, suspect that

The iconic Supreme Court in Washington D.C.

- just because the majority remains silent,
the politicians don’t have the courage to do
right, and the Supreme Court of India allows
the unconstitutional laws to continue. One
day many moons from today, the Supreme
Court will find the Indian laws to support the
backward classes unconstitutional and also
express that it should have been done sooner.
The wheels of justice are excruciatingly slow
commonly, and more so in India since some-
one forgot to put the wheels.

The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision marks
the end of an era in which colleges and em-
ployers were allowed to
consider race in selection
decisions. The majority
opinion argues that giving
applicants an advantage
based on their race violates
the guarantee of “equal
protection” under the
Fourteenth Amendment.
However, the dissenting
opinion highlights the long
history of racial disparities
in the United States and
argues that ignoring race
in law does not make it
irrelevant in life.

The Supreme Court’s
ruling on affirmative action
has sparked diverse reac-

in 1950, but politicians

obviously don’t have the courage to let the
unconstitutional discrimination end because
they will lose their elections.

Even though some South Asians sup-
port affirmative action, citing their own
educational experiences and recognizing
the disparities in education that necessitate
such policies, but they largely prefer the
importance of grades, standardized test
scores, and community service as the main
factors in the process. “We came to America
because there is meritocracy here and not
unconstitutional preferential treatment like
there is in India for half of the country,” says

their Asian-American children have faced
discrimination in the admissions process.
The ruling highlights a familiar divide be-
tween first-generation immigrant parents and
their American-born children. While some
parents advocate for a merit-based system,
their children often exhibit more sympathy
towards the importance of racial diversity.
The younger generation, having benefited
from their parents’ efforts and already being
removed from certain struggles, may have a
different perspective on the issue. Also, the
Indian parents are scarred from 75 years of
unconstitutional discrimination back home

tions among south Asians,
reflecting the complex and multifaceted
nature of the issue. The ruling is expected to
have far-reaching implications for college ad-
missions and the pursuit of diversity in higher
education. While proponents of the decision
argue for a merit-based system, others raise
concerns about the potential consequences
for racial equality and the perpetuation of
systemic discrimination. The broader impact
of the ruling and the subsequent changes in
college admissions processes are yet to be
fully realized, but the debate on affirmative
action and its role in achieving educational
equity in the US continues.

LETTERS

Henry Kissinger’s
Legacy Of Violence

Iwrite to express my deep concern regard-
ing the recent revelation that former U.S.
national security adviser and Secretary of
State Henry Kissinger was responsible for
a far greater number of civilian deaths in
Cambodia during the U.S. war than previ-
ously acknowledged. As Henry Kissinger
celebrates his 100th birthday, it is imperative
that we do not overlook his violent legacy.

The bombshell investigation by The
Intercept sheds light on Kissinger’s in-
volvement in brutal military interventions
across Latin America and Southeast Asia.
His actions were aimed at suppressing
communist movements and expanding
U.S. influence, but they came at a high cost

Henry Kissinger.

of innocent lives. The survivors and fami-
lies affected by these campaigns continue
to bear the pain and loss, while Kissinger
remains unaccountable.

This revelation adds to an already exten-
sive list of killings and crimes attributed to
Henry Kissinger. As Nick Turse, author of
the investigation, aptly points out, even at
this late stage of his life, Kissinger should be
held accountable for his actions. The passage
of time should not shield him from answer-
ing for the pain and suffering he caused.

It is crucial that we recognize the sig-
nificance of these revelations and engage
in a broader conversation about the role
of individuals in positions of power. The
actions of our leaders should not be forgot-
ten or glossed over. True justice demands
that those responsible for atrocities face
consequences, regardless of their age or
achievements.

As we mark this milestone in Henry
Kissinger’s life, let us not allow it to over-
shadow the victims and their families.
Instead, let us remember the innocent
lives lost and strive for a world where such
violence is not repeated.

Jagjit Singh, Los Altos, CA
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Two Indian Americans At Caltech Recognized With
Named Professorships

India-West Staff Reporter

PASADENA, CA - Caltech has recognized
13 faculty members with named professor-
ships for early career and tenured faculty—the
Institute’s most distinguished award. Among
them are two Indian Americans, Smruthi
Karthikeyan and Karthish Manthiram.

Each named professorship brings its own
legacy. Many professorships, for instance,
have long-standing histories and pass a
tradition of discovery and exploration from
one academic generation to the next, from
one colleague to another. A professorship
may also provide a faculty member with an
opportunity to forge meaningful connections
with the philanthropists who made the award
possible, Caltech said in its announcement.

Karthikeyan joined the Caltech faculty in
2022. She is the Gordon and Carol Treweek
Assistant Professor of Environmental Science
and Engineering William H. Hurt Scholar,
Division of Engineering and Applied Science.

Her research interests lie in the interface

E THE

If you are called on

of engineering, computational biology, and
microbial ecology to study microbial dark
matter. Her overarching objectives are to
develop integrated wet-lab and multi-omic
(DNA-, RNA-, untargeted metabolomics)
approaches to provide a systems-level un-
derstanding of complex microbial commu-
nities and their interactions and how these
translate to biomarkers for environmental
and human health.

Understanding microbial community
behavior at a mechanistic level can have ap-
plications ranging from identifying the role of
human gut microbiome in health and disease
to mitigating the impacts of climate change.

Karthish Manthiram is Professor of
Chemical Engineering and Chemistry Wil-
liam H. Hurt Scholar, Division of Chemistry
and Chemical Engineering.

Manthiram, Caltech said, strives to make
artificial chemical synthesis more like the
metabolic processes found in plants, which
extract much of what they need from water,
air, and sunlight. Manthiram’s group devel-

to give CPR in an

emergency, you will
most likely be trying

to save the life of

someone you love:
a child, a spouse,
or a friend.

LIFESAVING
CPR TODAY.

heart.org/aapi

e

Karthish Manthiram. Photo: Lance Hayashida/Caltech

Smruthi Karthikeyan. Photo: Caltech

ops electrochemical catalysts and processes
that enable removal of carbon dioxide from
the atmosphere and the oceans, using only
renewable electricity, such as solar. The
carbon contained in carbon dioxide can then
be converted, along with atmospheric nitro-
gen, into fuels, fertilizers, pharmaceutical

American
Heart
Association.

compounds, and other important materials.
Manthiram joined the Caltech faculty in 2021.

Ashok Patnaik
Elected Chairman
Of Cerritos
Commission

India-West Staff Reporter

CERRITOS, CA - The City of Cerritos has
appointed Ashok (Pat) Patnaik as the Chair-
man of the Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion. Patnaik brings a wealth of knowledge
and a proven track record of service to the city,
having previously served as a Commissioner
for almost 14 years in various capacities,
including Parks and Recreation, Economic
Development, and Community Safety.

In addition to his role with the Parks and
Recreation Commission, Patnaik holds the
position of Vice President for Small Business
Lending at Wallis Bank, Cerritos. Previously
he was the Global Marketing Manager at
Dresser-Halliburton, where he worked with
major US corporations and established joint
ventures in 36 countries across different con-
tinents. This international experience has
equipped him with a global perspective that
he brings to his role in the local community.

He currently serves as the Vice President
of the National Federation of Indo-Americans
and has served as the founding president of
the UFICA organization in Southern Cali-
fornia. As a long-term resident of Cerritos,
Patnaik is passionate about contributing to
the betterment of the city. He holds a bach-
elor’s degree in mechanical engineering from
the National Institute of Technology in India
and an MBA from Pepperdine University.
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41st AAPI Convention: New Leadership And Notable Achlevements

Contd. from P1

ceremony and traditional Lamp
lighting. Dr. Ravi Kolli, Immediate
past President of AAPI, addressed
the delegates, highlighting the ori-
gins of AAPI 41 years ago and the
exceptional contributions of physi-
cians of Indian origin to healthcare
in the United States. He expressed
gratitude for the support received
and welcomed attendees to the
historic 41st Annual Convention in
Philadelphia.

Venkaiah Naidu, former Vice
President of India, delivered a
keynote address emphasizing the
importance of giving back to one’s

motherland and nurturing one’s
physical and mental well-being. He
praised AAPT’s programs centered
around addressing mental health
stigmas and promoting practices
like meditation and yoga.

The convention provided a plat-
form for AAPI members to learn
and practice the significance of
meditation in resolving health con-
cerns, as well as the contributions
of Ayurveda, Yoga, and Medita-
tions to global health challenges.

Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar
addressed the gathering, shar-
ing insights on stress manage-
ment through yoga, breathing

techniques, and meditation. He
acknowledged the demanding
nature of physicians’ work and
encouraged them to prioritize their
own well-being to lead happier and
more fulfilling lives.

During the convention, Con-
gressman Shri Thanedar, a mem-
ber of the Samosa Caucus in the
US House, praised the hard work
of Indian American physicians,
particularly their dedication dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic. He
expressed his commitment to
advocating for immigration system
reforms in the United States.

The GOP’s Vivek Ramaswamy

Venkaiah Naidu, former V.P. urged all to give back to India.

dedication
to combat-
ing cultural
challenges
that hinder
the Ameri-
can Dream.
He empha-
sized the im-
portance of
hard work,
commitment,
and character
in achieving
success.

spoke passionately about his
Presidential ambitions and his
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Several distinguished individ-
uals were honored during the
convention. Dr. Prem Reddy re-
ceived the Special Presidential
Appreciation and Achievement
Award for his leadership, entre-
preneurship, and philanthro-
py. Dr. Ranga Reddy, past AAPI
President, was conferred with the
Lifetime Achievement Award. Dr.
Manmeet Ahluwalia received the
AAPI 2023 Most Distinguished
Physician Award, while Dr. Udaya
Shivangi was recognized with the
AAPI 2023 Most Distinguished
Service Award. Dr. Soumya Reddy
Neravetla received the AAPT’s 2023
Most Distinguished YPS Award,
and Mehul Mehra was presented
with the AAPT’s 2023 Most Dis-
tinguished MSRF Award. Mary
Shaya, President of J & B Medical,
was honored with the prestigious
AAPI Presidential Humanitarian
Award 2023, while Stephen Shaya,
M.D., Managing Director of Akkad
Holdings and Executive Servant
Leader at J & B Medical, received
the AAPI Presidential Healthcare
Leadership Award 2023.

The convention featured ac-
credited CME courses, panel dis-
cussions, presentations, and a
research and poster competition.
It also included forums for AAPI
Young Physicians Group and AAPI
MSREF for medical students, resi-
dents, and fellows. The Exhibitor
Hall showcased medical and phar-
maceutical products, devices and
equipment, insurance and tourism
services, art, and medical and den-
tal practice-related services.

The convention’s diverse pro-
gram offered attendees the op-
portunity to engage with notable
speakers, cutting-edge medical and
scientific information, and a rich
cultural experience encompassing
authentic Indian cuisine, fashion,
yoga, and entertainment. AAPI’s
Got Talent, organized by AAPI phy-
sicians, provided delegates with a
platform to showcase their talents
and participate in a talent show.

Dr. Raghu Lolabhattu, Con-
vention Chair, acknowledged the
dedicated team that planned and
organized the event, making it a
truly memorable experience. He ex-
pressed gratitude for the hard work
that went into creating an attractive
program, combining educational
activities and family enjoyment.
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Sandeep Krishnamurthy Named
Dean At Cal Poly Pomona

Sandeep Krishnamurthy.

said, is committed to
supporting first-gen-
eration students, men-
toring faculty of color,
and creating diverse
leadership capacity
in higher education.
He has consistently
worked with commu-
nity colleges, advocat-
ed for the affordability
of higher education
programs and modeled
allyship with commu-
nity partners.

He comes from the
University of Wash-
ington — Bothell, where
he was the founding

India-West Staff Reporter

POMONA, CA - Sandeep Krishnamurthy
has been named the new Singelyn Family
Dean of the College of Business Administra-
tion and the Singelyn Graduate School of
Business at Cal Poly Pomona.

The university is one of the most diverse
polytechnic universities in the nation and
is part of the California State University
system. The business college has more than
5,000 undergraduate and graduate students
— comprising one of the largest business
schools in the nation.

Krishnamurthy, a university statement

dean of the School of
Business in 2012. He joined the UW faculty
in 1996 and in 2010 was promoted to full
professor and named director of the busi-
ness administration program with the goal
of elevating it to a separate school.

Krishnamurthy’s research is widely
published in internationally recognized
journals.

He holds a B.Tech. in chemical en-
gineering from the Indian Institute of
Technology, a post-graduate diploma in
business management from Xavier School
of Management, and his Ph.D. in market-
ing from the University of Arizona with a
minor in economics.
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Rekha Sharma-Crawford Becomes
First Ever S.Asian AILA Secretary

India-West Staff Reporter

KANSAS CITY, MO - Rekha Sharma-Craw-
ford, an immigration attorney based here, has
become the first South Asian American Sec-
retary of the American Immigration Lawyers
Association (AILA) for 2023-2024.

AILA, a national association of immigra-
tion lawyers, aims to advocate for fair immi-
gration law and policy, promote justice, en-
hance the quality of immigration law practice,
and support the professional development of
its more than 17,000 members worldwide.

Expressing her gratitude, Sharma-Craw-
ford on June 22 emphasized the importance
of having diverse representation, stating,
“According to the Pew Research Center,
Asian Americans have roots in over 20 coun-
tries, and it was high time for us to have a
seat at the table.”

Sharma-Crawford, born in India and

raised in the US, practices law alongside
her husband, Michael. As a nationally rec-
ognized expert in immigration law, she fre-
quently handles cases involving affirmative
immigration benefits before Federal Courts
and Courts of Appeals in multiple Circuits.

In 2012, she co-founded a nonprofit law
clinic dedicated to providing legal repre-
sentation to indigent individuals facing
removal in the Kansas City Immigration
Court. The clinic, known as the Clinic at
Sharma Crawford, has assisted thousands
of clients, offering much-needed low bono
and pro bono services.

Sharma-Crawford is an Adjunct Professor
teaching Immigration Law at the University
of Kansas School of Law and Washburn
University School of Law. She is also the
author of the children’s book “Aaliyah the
Brave, Empowering Children Coping with
Immigration Enforcement.”

SF Consul General Named
Ambassador To Kazakhstan

Contd. from P1

including Tehran, London, Thimphu,
Berne, and Ashgabat. He was India’s Am-
bassador to Turkmenistan from July 2014
to January 2018.

In India, he served as Regional Passport
Officer, in Bengaluru (1999-2001) and
as Project Director of the Passport Seva
Project, one of the Mission Mode Projects

under e-Governance (2008-2011).

Dr. Prasad was born in the district of
Warangal, Telangana. He graduated from
the Andhra Pradesh Agricultural Univer-
sity and received his Doctorate from the
prestigious Indian Agricultural Research
Institute in New Delhi.

He is married to Padmavathi and has
one son.
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Successfully served 50,000+ clients.

Ausgtralia
& New Zealand

Expertise in organizing customized tours,
senior groups, religious or family tours.

Provide scrumptious meals to our clients

and Jain meals upon request.

Competitive pricing.

oOffering personalized customer service 24/7.

Exotic domestic and international destinations

available to explore.

Jnclusgions:

& Professional tour managers.

Oct 27 / Nov 14
16 Days

$3595

Canadian Rockies

&5 Luxury truhspgrtcltion, deluxe accommodation
and delicious i‘unga‘o(indiqn and local meals.

Maxim Tours

Service with Excellence

South America

Sep 5/0ct 1
10 Days

$3195

Sep 1/Sep 15
12 Days

$3195

Greece & Turkey Jceland

=

Sep 23/0ct 3
8 Days

$3595

Costa Rica

Sep 23/ 0Oct 1
10 Days

$2650

Aug 26
9 Days

$2299

europe thnnﬁq eaméod:a

Jun 6/Jul 18
14 Days

I $2995

93303 S Semoran Blvd, Smte 300 Orlando, Florida USA j
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A Fund-Raiser Event By

Bharat Sevashram Sangha West
An Evening With

Pandit Ajoy Chakrabarty

A Renowned Indian Classical Vocalist

Saturday, July 22, 2023
5:30 pm to 8:30 pm

5600 Carbon Canyon RD, Brea, CA 92823
Admission: $200, $150 & $75 (Snacks & Dinner Included)

Call or Text:

Debashish Mallick: (630)309-1935 Children below
. - 6 years are

Sraboni Mukherjee: (951)440-6422 hot allowed

Brahmachary Amit: (909)644-5925

https://www.bsswest.org/event = concert@bsswest.org
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Narika Opens Transitional
Home In Alameda County, CA

India-West Staff Reporter

SAN FRANCISCO, CA - Narika’s
Transitional Home will provide
a culturally responsive, trauma-
informed housing program for
survivors of domestic violence and
their children and a crucial space to
rebuild their lives with courage and
resilience, a statement from the
Fremont-based organization said.

“With the support of Narika’s
wraparound, holistic case manage-
ment services, survivors staying at

our transitional home will enroll
in an individualized program
designed to strengthen their heal-
ing and self-sufficiency including
food, mental health resources,
and therapy, job training, and eco-
nomic resources, as well as support
in obtaining and sustaining their
own long-term housing,” it said.
Narika named several people
and organizations for making the
transition home a reality including
founding donors Indians for Collec-
tive Action, Krishnan-Shah Family

NAF Cash

The New Way to
Buy Your Home

Cash Buyer

Let's Connect!

EQUAL HOUSING

New American Funding Can Help
Show You How to Become a

Buying in cash means convenience, certainty,
and may mean cost savings too. In fact, buying
in cash may help you save up to 11% over those
using a traditional mortgage.*

With NAF Cash, an affiliated company of New
American Funding, you can make a competitive,
true cash offer that is not contingent on
financing and close in little as seven days
without having to sell your current home first.

Sanjay Sharma

Loan Consultant
NMLS# 2147454

C: (818) 913-8459

0: (949) 346-8061

F: (949) 266-8125
sanjay.sharma@nafinc.com
naf.com/sanjaysharma

Foundation, and Stephen D Huahn
Memorial Fund Donor Advised
Fund of the Asian Pacific Fund.
Others who made contributions
include, Profound Archana Chha-
ya, Dr.Veena Puri, Faiza J Ghafoor,
Moina Shaiq, Neelika Chaudhary,
Ranjit Chakravorti, Ruhi Alikhan,
Saha Jamshed, Shauli Chaudhuri,
Siema Zia, Swati Banerjee and
Taskeen Fatehdin, Chugh LLP -
Attorneys and CPAs, Realty ONE
Group Future, The ArtisTree Real
Estate, and The Bay Brokerage Inc.

BENEFITS

* Buy first, sell later: You can buy your new
home before selling your current home

+ Sellers may be more likely to offer
concessions to cash buyers

+ Use potential savings to buy down the

interest rate

* Remove the stress and hassle of buying

and selling a home

+ Close on your new home faster

Savings according to a study from researchers at the UC San Diego - https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3751917 NAF Cash is fulfilled by NAF Cash,
LLC, an affiliated real estate company of New American Funding that is managed and operated in compliance with applicable legal and regulatory requirements. MI Real
Estate Broker #6502431375. NAF Cash, LLC does not originate loans or issue loan commitments. NAF Cash, LLC charges a Transaction Fee of 1.5%-3.5% of purchase
price for its service (fee varies by state). Terms and conditions apply, not available in all states. 41050 W 11 Mile Rd, Suite 220, Novi, Ml, 48375. Phone 844-344-0531.
NMLS ID #6606. Licensed by the Department of Financial Protection and Innovation under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act. This is not a loan commitment
or guarantee of any kind. Terms and conditions apply. Subject to borrower and property qualifications. Not all applicants will qualify. Rates and terms are subject to change
without notice. © New American Funding, LLC. NMLS #6606. Corporate office 14511 Myford Rd., Suite 100, Tustin, CA 92780. Phone: (800) 450-2010. 04/2023

newamerican
FUNDING

Six Women Honored At

L
©

eadership Summit 2023

India-West Staff Reporter

ORANGE, CA - The Women’s
Leadership Summit 2023 Awards,
organized by the Global Peace
Foundation and the Long Beach
chapter of the United Nations
Associations of USA (UNA-USA),
celebrated the achievements of six
distinguished women on June 17,
at Tandoor Restaurant, here.

The six awardees were remark-
able women who had excelled in
their respective professional fields
and represented diverse cultures.
They included Kieu Chinh, alegend-
ary Vietnamese American actress
and film producer; Virgelia Villegas,
founder of Virgelia Productions, re-
nowned for producing international
talent shows; Dr. Jinny Rhee, Dean
of the College of Engineering at Cal-
state Long Beach and an advocate
for women in engineering; Maya
Vishwakarma, known as the “Pad
Woman of India” and the founder
of Sukarma Foundation; Juanita
Matthews, founder of Springs of
Hope Grief Care Center and the
2022 Women of the Year awardee;
and Smita Vasant, former Mrs.
Asia USA and entrepreneur in the
food and fashion industries, who
founded LA India Fashion Week.

The awards were presented to
them by Dr. Lalith P. Chandradasa,
the Consul General of Sri Lanka.

Dr. Manorama S Gupta, President
of both the Global Peace Founda-
tion and the UNA-USA Long Beach
chapter, addressed the attendees,
highlighting the activities of both
organizations. She explained the pur-
pose of the event and shared plans
for future initiatives, including the
packaging and donation of 10,000
meals to children in need worldwide.

The program began with a wel-
come speech by Harkishan Vasa
and was emceed by Giovanna
Salas, the Founder of Heart of Hol-
lywood and a film producer.

The cultural program featured
performances by Kathak Kala Acad-
emy, Laasya Dance Academy, and
the Karnataka Cultural Association
of Southern California. Dalena Poxsy
showcased Lao dance, while Bhadra
Bhatt, Anjal Jain, Alan Ford, and
Subhash Tolia entertained the audi-
ence with their singing.
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If you or a loved one has been affected by

domestic violence, please contact SAHARA to SAI_I,ARAG

ga IN assistance. South Asian Helpline and Referral Agency

Project

g
X
2>

Services Offered

e Case Management You are not alone. Support is available.
 Mental Health Counseling All services are free and confidential,
e Support Groups please call or email us for an

e Emergency/Transitional Housing appointment.

* Legal Referrals Contact Sidra at SAHARA

e Childcare Support

e Transportation Vouchers Scan the QR Code to

e Educational Career Counseling T visit our website and
C F view our other
. ) ) R programs
g4 fi8&, 3&, domeft, qer=ret, @iven, aqy SCAN ME
3R af« aidad &1

TERT fohdl off JpR & gedasR 4 UIfST afhal &l
AP (clep AR AIITS HAT3N b HI T Y& PRell &

‘.‘ This Publication was supported by funding awarded by CAL OES DV22 01 1316 7
' through the California Governor's Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) '
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4 Indian Americans In Forbes’' 2023
Richest Self-Made Women List

(Clockwise) Neha Narkhede, Indra Nooyi,

'R .
y 4 &

Jayshree Ullal and Neerja Sethi.

NEW YORK, NY (IANS) - In-
dian Americans Jayshree Ullal,
Neerja Sethi, Neha Narkhede,
and Indra Nooyi feature in the
ninth Forbes’ Richest Self-Made
Women list of 2023.

The four have been named to
the list of 100 most successful en-
trepreneurs, executives, and enter-
tainers in the US with a cumulative
wealth of record $124 billion, up
nearly 12 percent from a year ago.

Silicon Valley engineer and Cisco

e —

Math, English, Sciencés

We offer one of the most
comprehensive tutoring
programs available today.
Guaranteed improvement in
3-6 months for committed
students.

¢ Homework help

* Quiz/Test preparation

* Weekly grades monitoring and
corrective actions

* Additional practice drills & Online
practice tools

¢ Parallel coommon core course -
Math & English

veteran Jayshree Ullal, 62, leads
the Indian American pack ranking
at number 15 on the list with a net
worth of $2.2 billion.

Ullal joined the computer
networking company Arista Net-
works as CEO in 2008 when the
business had no sales. The now
publicly traded company, which
she still runs, recorded $4.4 bil-
lion in revenue in 2022, up 48
percent from the prior year, de-
spite component shortages and

We offer a wide range of
comprehensive test prepara-

fion courses. Along with a number of options available
revision of the subject's funda- today. The counselors at
mentals we will help you Gurukul can help you narrow

understand the ftests inside

out.

analysis

Guidance for weak area
improvement

* Complete course coverage

* Comprehensive drills for all
sections

* Test-taking strategies
¢ Online practice tools
* Full-length practice tests

Free diagnostic test & in-depth

supply chain challenges.

Neerja Sethi, 68, ranks at num-
ber 25 with a net worth of $990
million.

She co-founded IT consulting
and outsourcing firm Syntel with
husband Bharat Desai in 1980 in

their apartment in Troy, Michigan.
i In 2018, they sold it to French IT

firm Atos SE for $3.4 billion.

Software engineer-turned-entre-
preneur Neha Narkhede, 38, an-
nounced her new company, fraud
detection firm Oscilar, in March.
She co-founded the business with
her husband in 2021, funding it
with $20 million and positions at
number 50 on the list with a wealth
of $520 million.

Ranking at number 77 with a
net worth of $350 million is Indra
Nooyi, the first woman of color and
immigrant to run PepsiCo, one of
America’s 50 largest companies.

Nooyi retired as PepsiCo’s CEO
in 2018 and as chair in 2019 after
a dozen years in those roles. Now
a director of Amazon and health
tech firm Philips, Nooyi joined
scandal-plagued Deutsche Bank’s
new Global Advisory Board last
November.

The overall list is topped by Di-
ane Hendricks, 76, of ABC Supply
with a wealth of $15 billion.

Tutoring - Test Prep - Consulting

Gurukul is a leading Tutoring and Test-Prep institute based in Artesia, California. We offer a wide range of
tutoring programs for your crucial Elementary, Middle and High School years. Be it a matter of GPA improve-
ment or taking a critical test like SAT, we cater to all your requirements. Our professional experienced staff
will leave no stone unturned in pursuit of your goals.

v

* CAREER
A

VALUES e

daunting task given

academic capabilities

« Career guidance and selection

* High school roadmap
» College selection

* College application and essay

help

e Scholarship &, Financial
aid/FAFSA guidance

Now offering one-on-one online tutoring via zoom
Afterschool program available with pick up from select ABC district schools.

Gurukul Academy

Building a strong foundation

Free trial class and consulting. Call and reserve your spot today !

Q (209) 487-8585

Fight Is Between Threads
& Twitter: Vinod Khosla

venture capi-
talist said,
“I’'m not go-
ing to leave
Twitter, but I
will probably
join Threads
too”.

“They are
great learning
platforms for
me. I learn a
lot from those

threads,” he
added.
Vinod Kho-

Vinod Khosla.

sla currently

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (IANS)
- Venture capitalist Vinod Kho-
sla has said that he has no idea
who will win the cage fight
between Tesla CEO Elon Musk
and Meta Founder and CEO
Mark Zuckerberg, but accord-
ing to him, the more important
fight will play out between
Twitter and Threads.

According to him, whoever
wins the showdown between
Twitter and Threads will be the
real winner of the Musk-Zuck
fight. Moreover, when asked
about if he had joined Threads

PETS

= [VisioN
5

INTERESTS ‘*
Consumg

Counseling & College App

Selecting a career can be a
the

down and select the best
options which relate to your
interests, skills and goals and
are also aligned with your

or planned to quit Twitter, the

17510 Pioneer Blvd. Ste 203

=X info@irygurukul.com @ Artesia, CA (90701)
@& www.irygurukul.com

has over half
a million followers on Twitter.
After Meta launched Twitter-
rival ‘Threads’, Zuckerberg
and Musk started an online
battle before their anticipated
cage fight. Meta has launched
its ‘Threads’ application on
for Android and iOS users in
100 countries, which aims to
challenge Twitter. This release
comes at a time when numerous
individuals are actively seeking
alternatives to Twitter, hop-
ing to escape Musk’s raucous
control over the platform ever
since his acquisition of it for a
staggering $44 billion last year.
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TURNKEY CONSTRUCTION SOLUTIONS

Buildrite is a one stop solution for all your Design and Construction requirements. We cater
to a variety of residential and commercial projects offering end to end turnkey solutions.

DESIGN BUILD PROCESS

iy et

Design Build is a construction process that provides owners
with a single point of contact for both the design and
construction phases of a project. Buildrite is a full-service
design and build company offering following services.

+ Conceptual design * Material procurement
+ Estimation + Construction

* Architectural and structural design -« Inspections

* Approvals, Licenses and Permits -« Final delivery

« Utility agencies approvals

We take off all the burden from your shoulders - just let us
know your requirement and we will turn your vision into
reality ensuring that your project is finished on time and
within budget.

ADDITIONS

With sky-rocketing property prices and rapidly increasing
demand for residential space it makes more sense to maxi-
mize the covered area in your lot. Be it room additions on the
ground floor or constructing a new second floor on your exist-
ing house our team can help realize your vision.

* Maximize lot utilization

* Improve your existing layouts
* Expand your first floor

* Add a second floor

Additions can be complicated as we must ensure that both
new construction and the old structures comply with code.
We work closely with city planning and building to ensure
that new additions comply with the local requirements.

ADUs and JADUs

e g

An ADU is a secondary housing unit on a single-family residen-
tial lot. It can be attached to the primary house like a convert-
ed garage, or unattached like a free-standing cottage. You
can create an ADU/JADU from a new or existing structure.

* Independent residential unit up to 1200 sf

« Attached, Detached, Converted space

* Rental, Secondary unit, Granny unit, Office

* Various layouts — Studio, 1-, 2- and 3-bedroom units
« Maximize lot utilization

+ JADUs up to 500 sf

* Raise your property’s value

New California laws make it easier than ever to build an acces-
sory dwelling unit (ADU) on your property. Now CALFHA is
offering a grant for up to $40,000 for building ADUs.

Creating a custom home is a large undertaking and you want
to make the process as simple and enjoyable as possible.
Buildrite offers ground up construction either from an unde-
veloped parcel of land or by demolishing an existing struc-
ture and building a new one in its place. We can help you with
the whole process from concept to completion.

+ Conceptual design

« Various architectural design styles
« Latest Features and Technologies
« Plans and approvals

+ Construction

+ Code compliance & Inspections

* Final delivery and handover

* Warranty

Plus - Multifamily units, Apartments and various other Commercial Projects.
Give us a call today to discuss your project.

BUILDRITE CONSTRUCTION

17510 Pioneer Blvd. Ste. 204 Artesia, CA (90701)
(562) 443-4040 | info@buildrite.us | www.buildrite.us

CA Lic - 1080043
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Dharmesh Patel’'s Lawyers Say He Needs
Mental Health Treatment

PASADENA, CA (IANS) - The Indian
American doctor, accused of deliberately
driving his wife and two kids off a 250-foot
California cliff, suffers from a major de-
pressive disorder and needs treatment, his
lawyers have said.

Dharmesh Patel, a 42-year-old radiologist,
was charged with attempted first-degree
murder and child abuse in February to which
he pleaded not guilty.

Patel has now received a diagnosis that
would allow him to enter a statewide diver-
sion program and avoid jail time in connec-
tion with his attempted murder case.

During a July 31 hearing, a judge will
lay out the process for Patel to seek entry

Kewal Kanda

5,

into the diversion program -- a process that
could take months. Pleading not guilty to the
attempted murder, Patel had told investiga-
tors that the sensor on his Model Y electric
car indicated it had low tire pressure as he
was driving on the Pacific Coast Highway on
January 2 this year.

His claims were rejected by his wife who
said her husband deliberately drove off the
cliff. “He’s depressed. He’s a doctor. He said
he was going to drive off the cliff. He pur-
posely drove off,” Patel’s wife told rescuers.

On his mental health, Patel had told inves-
tigators that he was “not really depressed”,
as accused by his wife. He told them that
he “just felt down because times were bad

Dr. Sukrit Mukherjee

For Details Contact:

in the world, the war and
the drugs”, according to
an affidavit in support of
his arrest.

When investigators spe-
cifically asked if he was
suicidal, Patel said “you
know, not like a plan, not
usually”. He added that his
wife had been “irritated”
just before the crash be-
cause she didn’t want to
stop by his brother’s house
in Montara.

He also told officers he
was not on any medication

INDIA WEST

B INDEPENDENCE

The Grand Patriotic Event
“Indian Cultural Intelligence vs Artificial Intelligence”

AUGUST 19, 2023
5:00 pm to 9:00 pm

DAY ¥

Jordan High School Auditorium
6500 Atlantic Ave, Long Beach, CA 90805

Vasu Pawar ManoramasS. Gupta, MD  Rajeshwari Kulkarni
Amrit Bhandari

General Inguiry ->» Kewal Kanda — (562) 897-6976
Cultural Program Ingquiry -> Vasu Pawar — (760) 220-6004

or under the influence of drugs or alcohol at
the time of the crash.
Patel remains in custody without bail.
Last month, he was barred from practicing
medicine after the Medical Board of Califor-
nia moved a motion in the court.

Doctor Accused Of
Sexually Assaulting
Co-Worker

Rachandeep Singh.

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (IANS) - A doctor is
facing sexual assault charges for inappropri-
ately touching a co-worker at a medical facility.
Rachandeep Singh, a medical director at the
River Pointe Post-Acute Care Facility in Carmi-
chael, was arrested on June 17 at the San Fran-
cisco International Airport and was booked into
custody at the San Mateo County Jail.

The Ludhiana-educated doctor was re-
leased on bail the same day and is scheduled
to appear in court in Sacramento on August
17 for his alleged sexual misconduct, the
Sacramento County Sheriff Office said.

The office began an investigation after
receiving a report of a sexual assault on April
26. The victim, an employee at the medical
facility, alleged that her Singh touched her
sexually against her will.

Based on the subsequent investigation
results, the District Attorney’s Office elected
to file felony sexual battery charges against
Singh. According to the Sheriff’s Office, Singh
was removed from the River Pointe Post-
Acute Care Facility by their administration.

He oversaw at least two other facilities as
the medical director in the City of Stockton
and the San Joaquin County areas.

Due to Singh’s position in several areas
throughout the region, detectives are looking
for other potential victims, the Sheriff’s Office
said. A Conan Daily report said that Singh
graduated from Dayanand Medical College
in Ludhiana in 2001 with a medical degree.
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Several Indian Americans Charged Of S53Mln
Covid Relief Fraud; Face 30 Years In Slammer

NEW YORK, NY (IANS) -
Fourteen people, mostly Indian
American, have been charged for

bilking a Covid-era financial pro-
gram, and numerous financial
institutions out of more than $53

million in loan proceeds.

The defendants were arrested
last week in Texas, California,

KMW Karishma Beauty Salon

W 11818, 186th St., Artesia, CA 90701. Ph: 562-468-0188
e . Iy

Bth= == = = =

?lg s Anniversary SPECIAL
I %éig I
u I 0 % darvires 1

I ($15 minimum amount to be spent) [

Coupon only valid in salon.
Not Valid with any other offer. Coupon expires August 12, 2023

s R e Y e Y s Y s T s N s R s [ e

SERVICES:
Herbal Facial, Threading,
Waxing, Haircuts, Haircolor,

Creative Updo (Hairstyles),
Bridal Make-up & Bridal Henna

Follow us: @ Karishmabeauty

BUY 0
GET ONE L

Buy One Entree at Regular Price,
get a Second Entree 50% off

of equal or lesser value

Meat, Poulthy, Vegan,
Vegetanian & Seafood
We senve Halal meat as well.

*Dine-in only.

We also host
private parties for
upto 150 people.

To Reserve your Graduation, Anniversary,
Birthday, Reception Parties,

CALL NOW (949) 432-5443 / (949) 202-7751

The hours of operation can k
extended for having a party.

Sun-Thu: 11 AM - 9:30 PM, Fri & Sat: 11 AM - 10 PM

4001 West Coast Hwy, Newpont Beach, CA 92663.
(949) 432-5443. www.zabbthaticuisinenb.com

and Oklahoma in one of the
largest cases investigated by the
Pandemic Response Account-
ability Committee Fraud Task
Force to date, the US Attorney
for the Northern District of Texas
announced.

Some of those charged in the
sixteen count-indictment filed
last week include Mihir Patel,
Chief Financial Officer of Sun-
shine Recycling for conspiracy
to commit bank fraud, bank
fraud and aiding and abetting,
and conspiracy to commit money
laundering; Kinjal Patel, Con-
troller at Sunshine Recycling for
bank fraud, bank fraud and aid-
ing and abetting, and conspiracy
to commit money laundering;
Prateek Desai, owner of West
Texas Scrap; Chirag Gandhi,
aka Chris Gandhi, President and
owner of 5G Metals and Sun-
shine Recycling, for bank fraud
and bank fraud and aiding and
abetting; Dharmesh Patel, aka
Danny Patel, Co-President and
co-owner of Elephant Recycling
for conspiracy to commit bank
fraud and bank fraud and aiding
and abetting; Bhargav Bhatt, aka
Brad Bhatt, NTC Industries em-
ployee for conspiracy to commit
bank fraud, conspiracy to commit
money laundering.

Those charged in separate in-
dictments include Mrunal Desai,
Chintak Desai, Ambreen Khan
and Usha Sharma for bank/wire
fraud and aiding and abetting.

“These defendants conspired
to steal tens of millions of dollars
from the Paycheck Protection
Program -- funds which could
have helped legitimate busi-
nesses pay their bills and keep
their employees afloat,” Attorney
Leigha Simonton said.

The Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram provided forgivable loans
to small businesses to cover
payroll, rent, and other certain
business expenses; the program
ended in May 2021.

According to a series of in-
dictments unsealed on June 28,
several of the charged defendants
purportedly operated a group of
affiliated recycling companies.

They allegedly submitted at
least 29 Paycheck Protection
Program (PPP) loan applica-
tions that fraudulently inflated
payroll expenses, doctoring bank
statements and Internal Revenue
Service tax forms to falsely reflect
business income.

They then routed PPP loan
funds through a series of bank
accounts to create a false paper
trail of payroll expenses.

At least two of the defendants
also allegedly submitted false
applications to financial institu-
tions on behalf of their purported
recycling companies to fraudu-
lently obtain, in the aggregate,
millions of dollars in business
loan proceeds.

One defendant, Bhavesh aka
Bobby Patel of Chief Business De-
velopment Officer for Sunshine
Recycling, allegedly lied to the
Federal Deposit Insurance Com-
mission by stating that he did not
know several of his other alleged
coconspirators.

If convicted, the defendants
face up to 30 years in federal
prison for each count of con-
spiracy to commit bank fraud,
bank fraud and aiding and abet-
ting, bank fraud, and making a
false statement to the FDIC, 20
years for wire fraud, and 10 years
for conspiracy to commit money
laundering.
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Man Sentenced For
Stalking Congresswoman
Pramila J ayapal

Congresswoman Pramila Jayapal was the victim of aggression.

NEW YORK, NY (IANS) - A
49-year-old man has been sen-
tenced to 364 days in Seattle’s King
County Jail after he admitted to
stalking Indian American Congress-
woman Pramila Jayapal last year.

Brett Forsell pleaded guilty last
week to misdemeanor stalking
rather than the felony stalking
charge prosecutors originally filed.

Forsell was arrested on July 9 af-
ter yelling obscenities and threats
outside Jayapal’s Seattle home
but was released four days later
as police couldn’t find evidence to
support the charge.

Prosecutors later charged Forsell
with harassing and intimidating
Jayapal repeatedly, who feared
the man wanted to hurt or kill her.

During his arraignment last
year, he pled “not guilty” to charges
of felony stalking.

He has since been ordered to
have no contact with Jayapal and
prohibited from possessing fire-
arms for eight years.

He was arrested outside Jaya-
pal’s house in Arbor Heights with
aloaded .40-caliber handgun hol-
stered on his waist.

The neighbors said they heard
Forsell verbally abusing Jayapal
and saw him try to erect a tent
across the street from her house.

While in custody, camera foot-
age recorded Forsell saying he was
going to keep coming back to Jaya-
pal’s house until, “she goes back to
India”, according to prosecutors.

CRIME

Former Congressional Candidate Arrested

NEW YORK, NY (IANS) - An
attorney who once ran for a seat
in the US House of Representa-
tives has been indicted by a fed-
eral jury in Boston for defrauding
clients of more than $5 million in
escrow funds.

Abhijit “Beej” Das, 50, was ar-
rested in connection with a scheme
to defraud a business-to-business
supply company based in India of
millions of dollars, and using client
funds for business and personal
expenses, including the purchase
of a $2.7 million home in Florida.

A former candidate for the US
House of Representatives in the
third Congressional district of
Massachusetts, Das was indicted
on 10 counts of wire fraud.

He was on pretrial release for
charges of federal Campaign Act
violations and making false state-
ments in 2021.

According to the Justice De-
partment, Das was the principal
manager of a boutique law and
advisory firm called Troca Global
Advisors with offices in Boston
and New York.

Beginning in or about May 2020,
Das began providing legal repre-
sentation and escrow services to
two twin brothers and their logis-
tical supply company in India that
was coordinating large shipments
of Personal Protective Equipment
during the pandemic.

Abhijit “Beej” Das has been charged of fraud.

The indictment alleged that Das
diverted more than $5 million in
escrow funds from his clients’ ac-
counts to other accounts and used
the funds for personal expenses.

This included expenses for his
law firm, a yacht owned by one of
his hotels, as well as $2.7 million
for his Boca Raton home in Florida.

He allegedly induced his clients
to transfer funds to accounts he
controlled in multi-step, layered
transactions under the guise of
legal advice about the risk of poten-
tial litigation and provided clients
with fraudulent and forged account
statements to conceal the scheme.

The indictment also alleged
that Das committed nine of the
10 counts of wire fraud while the
court-mandated pretrial release
conditions resulting from his June
2021 indictment.

That earlier indictment charged
Das with campaign finance viola-
tions, embezzlement of campaign
funds, and making materially false
statements to the Federal Election
Commission.

The charges of wire fraud each
provide for a sentence of up to
20 years in prison, three years of
supervised release, and a fine of
$250,000, or twice the gross gain
or loss, whichever is greater.

To Post Your
FREE
Matrimonial Ads
Visit
www.indiawest.com/
matrimonials

Have a Boy, Have a Girl Guaranteed!

A REALITY AT THE FERTILITY INSTITUTES

Newsweek Magazine, 60 Minutes, Good Morming America, Dainik Jagran
and over 200 international news organizations have all reported that the
future of gender selection has arrived at The Fertility Institutes 100% Sex
Selection program in Southern California.

Using advanced prcimphnutiun genet ic di.‘lgnusix (PGD), the ph}'aiciuns

and scientists at the Fertility Institutes operate the world’s largest and

most successful 100% sex selection program. Serving couples from all

over the world, vou are invited to call or visit our website for information

on how you can ASSURE that your next pregnancy resules in the g-r:nd::r

that you pre-select. View our web site to see our physicians interviewed on
CNN, 60 Minutes, Good Morning America, MSNBC and other leading

NEws programs. Confidential in-office and tclr:phum: consultations with

our world renown physicians are available by appointment.

‘Tﬁe ‘Ferﬁ/ Lfy

Los Angeles, CA * New York, NY * Guadalajara, Mexico

Where dreams become reality....

www.fertili

Gender Selection Hotline:

818-728-4600

9m titutes

Helping Couples Become Families =

New
LOWER
COST PRICING
Call for details
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FEDERATION OF INDIAN-AMERICAN ASSOCIATION (FIA)
AMERICAN HINDU FERDERATION (AHF)

]
INDIA 77TH
INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION

Location: Jordan High School Auditorium Free

6500 Atlantic Ave, Long Beach, CA 90805 evgnt

Date: Saturday August 12, 2023, 5 PM - 9:30 PM Free
Parking

Clot Jewelry Booths

.
D
)

For cultural events and more information,
contact
Ishwar Deedwania - 562-882-9922
Ajoy Dube - 562-682-6186

Special Performance
by Bollywood singer
Dr. Vini Gora

If you want results, contact us:

Law Offices of HARESH JAMBUSARIA, INC.

IMMIGRATION SPECIALIST DIVORCE/
NULLIFICATION OF MARRIAGE

H1-B & LABOR CERTIFICATION SPECIALIST ~ Even without the concent of the other party

- For those who are illegally staying in the U.S.

* Relative Petition  + Consular Processing OVER 45 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE *
» Fiance’(e) Visa * H-1B Visa 90% PLUS SUCCESS

« "K" Visa * Intracompany Transferee “Professionalism, Reliability, and Results in our Motto”
 Student Visa e Treaty Trader/Investor
» Citizenship » 9th Circuit Litigation U S e s

1-888-505-9120
Fax: 213-386-1576

6404 Wilshire Blvd.,
Suite 845,
e Los Angeles, CA 90048
| Email: hareshlaw @yahoo.com
www.hareshlaw.com

* Deportation

The quota under employment category is moving fast for aliens born
in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, England, U.K. and Canada etc.
It is possible to precess and get Green Card on the
employment skilled worker category or professional
position within 1 year and half years to 2 years. 4

MONEY BACK
GUARANTEE (LEGAL FEE}
FOR LABOR
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Yuba City, Sikh Community Raise
Concerns Over Caste Bill

India-West Staff Reporter

YUBA CITY, CA - Yuba City Mayor
Wade Kirchner and the Sikh commu-
nity have released a letter opposing
Senate Bill 403 (SB 403) in the State
Assembly. The letter raises concerns
about the potential long-term nega-
tive consequences of introducing
the concept of “caste” into existing
California anti-discrimination stat-
utes. In aletter directed to State Rep.
James Gallagher, Kirchner conveyed
the opposition of the Sikh Commu-
nity towards the bill.

“At two recent City Council meet-
ings, a group of Sikh community
members came forward to express
their concern and opposition, he says,
adding, “On the surface, it appears
that SB403 is well-intentioned. How-

L /@Yuba-SutterLIVE

f /LiveStream?ngYS

9 AM: YUBAWATER AGENCY REGULAR MEETING, TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 2023

SELF STORAGE

ever, in listening to the community
members, it is going to introduce the
concept of caste into California law,
which they believe will have harmful
long-term effects,” it adds.

In his speech to city councilors,
Sardar Satnam Singh, a long-time
resident said that SB 403 will bring
a system that does not exist in the

U.S. He highlighted the colonial
context of the caste system that
perpetuated divisions and contin-
ued in India even after indepen-
dence as caste is embedded in the
legal system of India. Singh said it
was important to think about what
would happen five to ten years
from now if SB 403 were to pass.

K

 Life Insurance
* Retirement Planning

* Mutual Funds*
» Estate Planning

* Buy/Sell Agreement Funding
* College/Education Funding

SATISH PATEL

AGENT, NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
CA Insurance. Lic# OA95351

Registered Representative, NYLIFE Securities LLC ember Finrassipc)
A Licensed Insurance Agency and New York Life company
6300 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 2010 * Los Angeles, CA 90048

(323) 782-3000. satishpatel@ft.newyorklife.com
Bus: 800-787-3047
Res: 310-417-3881
Cell: 213-445-4358
Fax: 310-417-3631

*Offered by NYLIFE Securities LLC
A Licensed Insurance Agency

Areyow ®

—

Milind

R.B.SCOTT

REAL ESTATE
REALTOR SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

CALL / TEXT

aUdanf

milinda.udani@gmail.com
www.milindarealty.com

562-355-6641

Languages known Hindi, Gujarati

b i

DRE#02002179

£ milinda.udani
milinda.udani.realtor

Geeta Rao Gupta Sworn In

M,ﬂ

By Vee

------

Kamala Harris

Geeta Rao Gupta is a first generation immigrant.

WASHINGTON, DC (IANS) -
Geeta Rao Gupta has been sworn
in as the Ambassador-at-Large
for the Office of Global Women’s
Issues in the US State Department,
becoming the first woman of color
to hold the position.

Gupta, who was administered
the oath of office by Vice-President
Kamala Harris on July 10, was
confirmed by 51 to 47 votes in the
Senate for the position in May.

While announcing her appoint-
ment in May, the State Department
had said it “looks forward to her ef-
forts to promote women and girls’
rights through US foreign policy”.

During her confirmation hear-
ing last year before the Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations,
Gupta had said she was a proud
US citizen and a first-generation
immigrant, belonging to a family of
professional women, each of whom
dedicated their lives to serving
their communities.

“If you look at the world today,
the situation of women, if you look
at the gender inequality indicators,
they show that the inequality has
increased,” she had said.

According to Gupta, women are
unable to participate fully in the
economy as there are many in-

equalities and indignities holding
them back. Mumbai-born Gupta
previously served as Senior Fellow
at the United Nations Foundation
and Senior Advisor to Co-impact,
aglobal collaborative philanthropy
for systems change.

While at the UN Foundation,
Gupta founded and served as the
Executive Director and later as
Senior Advisor of the 3D Program
for Girls and Women.

With over decades of experience
on gender and development, Gupta
has also served on an oversight
committee for the World Health
Organisation’s Health Emergen-
cies Programme, and co-chaired
the World Banks’s Global Gender-
based Violence Task Force.

She was the Deputy Executive
Director, Programmes at UNICEF,
and prior to that as a Senior Fellow at
the Bill and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion. She is the recipient of numerous
awards, including InterAction’s Julia
Taft Award for Outstanding Leader-
ship, Harvard University’s Anne Roe
Award, and Washington Business
Journal’s “Women Who Mean Busi-
ness” Award. She is armed with a
Ph.D. in Psychology from Banga-
lore University and an M. Phil and
M.A. from the University of Delhi.

California Caste Bill Passes
Assembly Committee

Contd. from P1
affect South Asians in the work-
place, at businesses, and overall
reinforce a negative image of India
and Indians. Assembly Judiciary
Chairperson Brian Maienschein,
a San Diego Democrat, to remove
caste from the bill and instead have
it replaced with ‘inherited social
status’ in keeping with how a per-
son’s caste is determined.

Wahab’s acceptance of a few
amendments to categorize caste
as originating in ancestry was seen
as a victory by some opponents of
the bill who vowed to continue to
fight it. Samir Kalra, of the Hindu
American Foundation, said in a
statement that they would con-
tinue to try to “educate lawmakers
on the issue.”

Supporters of the bill hailed it
enthusiastically at the site and
outside, cheering loudly. Social

media was also awash in their
celebrations.

Calmatters reported the status of
the two South Asians in the Assem-
bly: Jasmeet Bains from Bakersfield
is a cosponsor of the bill; Ash Kalra
of San Jose and the only Hindu
in the chamber, since he is on the
committee, was forced to break his
silence and, “In sometimes emo-
tional testimony, he spoke about
the divisions he had witnessed and
said he understood concerns from
constituents but concluded that the
amendments address those.”

There are nearly a million South
Asian Californians with Indian
Americans being among the fast-
est-growing groups, currently be-
ing the third-largest Asian ethnic
group in the state.

If the bill is passed, ‘caste’ will
be added as a protected category to
the state’s Unruh Civil Rights Act.
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MISS & MRS.

PrimensiA

PRIME ASIA

@
SUKH
EMBRACING HERITAGE, EMPOWERING IDENTITY

SATURDAY, 29" JULY 2023

RED CARPET : 11:00 AM
EVENT: 12:30 PM

O o

MISS & MRS.
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PRETTY RAl SUNNY BABBAR VENDORS CONTACT: DR, SUBASH VIRMANI
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AN @Sheraton Cerritos Hotel
CIRIA st AT Q!Q:iﬂ‘i‘!&?ﬁ.';! 12725 Centre Ct Dr S, Cerritos CA 90703

ADVERTISING, SPONSORSHIP, PARTICIPATION CONTACT
KAMAL JI - 530-650-2777
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Terraces at Laguna Beach

NEW CONSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CONDOS

1369 NORTH COAST HIGHWAY

LAGUNA BEACH, CA 92651

About Property

30 Underground Parking Spaces

(2) Residential Condos approximately
3000sqft with Ocean Views!

(3) Commercial Condos from 1800 -
3500sgft

NEEL DESAI

neel@desaicompany.com

Pricing

Wholesale Price for entire

project is $30M

Pricing for Residential Condos
$6.5M+

Pricing for Commercial Condos
varies from $4M+ to $5M+
based on sqft.

ALAN DESAI
alan@desaicompany.com

C: 949-302-9729

www.1369nchlaguna.com
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Hindu Temple in Coordination with All World Gayatri Pariwar
Vedic Scholars and Life Devotee Karyakartas from Shantikunj Haridwar in Management

Pran Pratistha and 24 Kundiya Gayatri Yagya v
August 2" 2(

Respected'Dr Chinmay'Pandyaji

Pro Vice Chancellor-Dev Sanskriti Vishwavidyalaya
Shantikunj, Haridwar, India
HEADQUARTERS OF ALL WORLD GAYATRI PARIWAR

PROGRAMME
Gayatri Yagya 10:00 am - 12.30 pm Lunch 12.30 pm -01.30 pm
Deep Yagya 06:00 pm - 07:00 pm Mahaprasad  07:00 pm - 08:00 pm
Volunteer Meet 08:00 pm - 08.30 pm _— "l
RSVP by July 20", 2023
CHAIRMAN & PRESIDENT SECRETARY/TREASURER COORDINATOR
Dr Rakesh Gupta MD Dr Neelam Gupta MD Alka Patel
PRIEST Shri Rameshbhai & Savitaben Patel Entrance and Parking is
Representative - Shantikunj, Haridwar, India located on S. Franklin Street

158 South Buena Vista St. Hemet, CA 92543 - 951-392-3411 « (909) 900-2483 - (408) 206-6294

Email: aumsc369@gmail.com « www.aumspiritualcenter.com
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Cartoon Backfires: Iowa Paper Apologlzes To Indian Americans

NEW YORK, NY (IANS) — An
Towa newspaper editor has apolo-
gized to Indian Americans for
publishing an “offensive” cartoon
that played on stereotypes of the
community while trying to criticize
Vivek Ramaswamy who is seeking
the Republican Party’s presidential
nomination.

“Racist and hateful ideas, words
or images have no place in our
publications, much less our soci-
ety”, Tom Martin, the executive
editor of the Quad City Times said
in the apology to the community,
and Ramaswamy published in his

paper on June 23.

He said that the cartoonist,
Leo Kelly, has been banished
from the newspaper.

But Ramaswamy came to
the defense of the cartoonist
in a letter published in the
paper. “Let’s not go further
or see people get fired over
it; the cartoonist should in no
way be ‘canceled.” We are all
human”, he wrote. “I'm em-
pathetic to people who make
mistakes once in a while”, he
wrote while accepting the edi-
tor’s apology.

The cartoon sought to show Re-
publicans as bigots with whom Ra-

maswamy was aligned, but it back-
fired as it was someone opposed to
that party and the candidate who
used the anti-Indian epithet.

The Quad-City Times is a re-
gional newspaper based in Dav-
enport, Iowa, which also covers
parts of neighboring Illinois. It is
owned by the media company Lee
Enterprises which publishes over
70 newspapers across the US, in-
cluding the Dispatch-Argus, which
also published the cartoon.

“We apologize today for letting
such an image slip through our edi-
torial process and into our opinion

INDIA AssociATiON oF Los ANGELES (IALA)
501 (C)3 NonN ProFiT ORG. RUN BY NONPAID VOLUNTEERS

INDI4

24t Annual

DENCE DAY
CELEBRATION |

'3 PM - 10 PM

INDIA WEST

Best Indian Newspaper in Print & Online

Congressman
Brad Sherman

Chatsworth High School
10027 Lurline Ave. * Chatsworth, CA 91311

Eor Booth|Rentals:
Manmohan Chopra - 818.335.8454
Pramesh Shah - 310.597.2078

Corporate Booth: $600
Single Booth: $400 & up
Non-Profit: $300
Food Booth: $800

Free Health Fair
4:30 PM - 6:30 PM

For Health Fair Info:
Dr Bama Sndhar 818- 366—0634

Cultural Show
5PM-10PM

For Cultural Show Info:

Falguniba Zala - 818.644.2536
‘Kiran Kamboj - 661.904.4069

Hema Chopra - 818.943.1390
- Prem Seem - 818.357.4768 '

Hezal Shah - 618.580.7377

Vivek Ramaswamy.

page Wednesday in the form of a
political cartoon,” Martin wrote.
He added: “The cartoon, while in-
tended to criticize racist ideas and
epithets, uses a phrase that is racist
and insensitive to members of our
Indian American community.”

The phrase apparently is “Get
me a slushie, Apu” and a character
in the cartoon is shown shouting at
Ramaswamy in an almost empty
hall. “Apu Nahasapeemapeti-
lon” runs a store in the popular
animated TV cartoon serial, “The
Simpsons”, and spoke in an exag-
gerated Indian accent voiced over
by comedian Hank Azaria.

“Apu” has been turned into a
racist taunt used against Indians,
especially for bullying school chil-
dren. This was highlighted in a
documentary, “The Problem with
Apu”, produced by Indian Ameri-
can comedian Hari Kondabolu. Be-
cause of protests over the way Apu
was presented and how it became a
tool for harassment, the character
was taken off the show but has
returned occasionally with non-
speaking background appearances.

Azaria has repeatedly apologized
for his role in spreading the ste-
reotype of Indians telling an inter-
viewer, “I did not know any better”.

After the cartoon was published,
Ramaswamy tweeted, “It’s sad that
this is how the MSM (mainstream
media) views Republicans. I've
met with grassroots conservatives
across America & never *once*
experienced the kind of bigotry
that I regularly see from the Left.”

“TIowa’s @qctimes absolutely has
the right to print this, but it’s still
shameful”, he added.

Ramaswamy and Nikki Haley,
the Indian American candidate
for the Republican nomination,
along with Tim Scott, an African
American senator seeking the
nomination have come for intense
criticism from Democrats and
their supporters who believe that
non-Whites should be loyal only to
their party. The cartoon sought to
convey the idea that Ramaswamy
was under bigoted attack by Re-
publicans with the other characters
shouting “Muslim” and “Show
us your birth certificate” while
he greets them saying “Hello, my
MAGA friends”.
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Sri Siva Kame swa ri Tem P le oo

3198 Airport Loop Drive, Unit # J, Costa Mesa, CA 92626. Ph: (714) 714 0101.
website: www.sivakameswari.org | Email: info@sivakameswari.org

July, 2023 Uncoming Events

Shanitrayodashi & Shanipradosham
- Shanigraha Homam

11:30 AM Shani Tila Tailabhishekam to appease the Lord Shanieshwar.
This will be followed by Shani Homam.

05:30 PM Shani Pradosham - Shiva Abhishekam

Eliminates negative effects of planet Shani (Saturn)

Benefits :

* Blessed with Removal of any negative forces caused due to Shani Graha Dosha & ill Health.
* Bring about positive energy and is very much recommended for people who are in the
'Sade Sathe' (Seven & 1/2 years of Shani period) or in the Graha Transits related with Shani. ~ Sponsorship Now

Friday, July 28th, 2023 * 6:00pm

Samoohika Satyannarayana Puja

Performing Satyanarayana Puja
on Shukla Ekadashi brings
prosperity and fulfillment of all
wishes to the participant.

Sponsor Now - $54

SENIOR DAY
AT SIVA KAMESWARI TEMPLE
We awe defighted to announce Qenier Doy ob
Ginew Koumeswwaurs Tompole. This conior dowy ovent wild be o
weaningfub ancl rewareding ecperience. 18's o fantactio

PREETI BHOJ & SATSANG

opportuniy o honer andl celelorate the conion memhens of o
CONGREGATION .
The Sivakameswari Temple humbly requests 1. Ganesha Abhisekam, Archana &
the pleasure of your company on this Harathi '
auspicious occasion of offering our gratitude to 2 LU (G ) [P
the Almighty. Please join us for the Ganesha 3. Followed by delicious lunch
Abhishek, Puja, and Satsang followed by Aarati Details of the event are as follows:
and Preetl Bhoj (lunch Prashad) PEfizE T SE, 2502k, SUe Y
Time: 10:30 am to 12:30 pm
BHOG BY PANDIT SIDDHARTH PATHAK JI & TEAM Venue: Sri Siva Kameswari Temple

Don’t miss this opportunity, and spread
the word to seniors in our community.

SAVE THE DATF Fri, 1st Sep 2023 to Mon, 4th Sep 2023. WEBSITE POR

Contact temple if you like to Host Prasad/Bhog

Maha Rudram Navachandi Sahita Maha Rudram Yagam DETAILS
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18500 Pioneer Blvd Suite A, Artesia, CA 90701. A
Ph: (562) 865-1209. Email: watchpalaceonline@gmail.com =

Fine Swiss Watches also available

, o .
o e A Gia

c UrgentCare | s

AME Medical Group, Inc. « Nasal Swab PCR testing
* Results within 36 hours

WALK-INS WELCOME  X-Rays & Ultrasounds Wit e & 8180

WAIT-TIME IS 15 MINUTES! NOW Available! By Appointment only
Call: 562-923-6060

AME Medical Group, Inc. Est. 1997 FREE

Open 7 days a week, from . .
9am - 9pm * Pfizer booster available

11938 Paramount Bivd., 433 W. 4th street, Ste. 100  Antibody testing to
Downey, CA 90242 Montebello, CA 90640. check immunity

8500 Florence Ave., Suite 101 15141 Whittier Blvd., Ste. 120

Downey, CA 90240 Whittier, CA 90603 Rapid Antigen Testing

3625 M. L. K. Jr Blvd, Unit 8 29525 Canwood St., Ste. 200 Results in 15 minutes
Lynwood, CA 90262 Agoura Hills, CA 91301

No Insurance needed
Just $75

3300 South Street, Suite 209 FR EE 12472 Washington Blvd.,

Long Beach, CA 90805 or Whittier, CA 90602
izer
2621 S. Bristol Ave. Suite 105,

vaccine 741 S Orange Ave., h
Santa Ana, CA 92807 NI L d West Covina, CA 91790 :
14359 Pioneer Bivd. Suite A  [AUUEANVEUE 4311 Florence Ave., : a

Norwalk, CA 90650 (by appointment only) -YNTIeY.E=Ye Yoy

(562) 923'6060 ° u@amemedicalgroup n amemedical COSMETIC SERVICES
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DENTAL 2000

IMPLANT CENTER

Trust in American implants,
don’t be fooled with
overseas knock off. Proven @ Zimmmer
with 20 years of success. QUALITY PRODUCT

i HEALTHGARE FINANCING FOR YOUR PRIBE[ESS SMILE.
I s I N G L E starting at PORCELAIN

= WD ABUTMENT
74 B \& aka
70\ S |1 POST

= IMPLANT
INCLUDES IMPLANT, ABUTMENT AND CROWN 2\ e | B
I *Expires 8/12/2023. Cannot be combined with insurance Fees. New Patients only. AN TR

Excludes extraction, bonegraft, etc. Cannot be Combined with other coupons.

1 FREE EXTRACTION BOTOX AL AN
with Implant Surgery $ 1 0*

(Minimum 2 Implants) Per Unit

*Expires 8/12/2023. Cannot be combined with insurance
Fees. New Patients only. Excludes extraction, bonegraft,
etc. Cannot be Combined with other coupons. Exp. 8/12/2023

In House CT Scan Available
Call to book your eHab,
FREE Consult Now! 114-418-2868 Esp ano/a
NOW SERVING YOU IN TWO LOCATIONS!

IRVINE: ‘ LAGUNA NIGUEL:
39 Creek Rd, STE 210 30012 Crown Valley Pkwy, STE B

www.dental2000.com

e SAVE THIS COUPON e SAVE THIS COUPON e SAVE THIS COUPON e SAVE THIS COUPON o SAVE THIS COUPON e
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Nikki Haley Would Have Nothing

Nikki Haley - taking a hard stance against China.

To Do With China If Elected

military build-
up and do-
mestic human
rights abuses,
as well as its
intervention

attempts in
the US, noting
its targeting of
critical infra-
structure, pur-
chase of US
land, presence
in university
campuses and
the politi-
cal lobbying
process, and

India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC - Nikki Haley,
running for the Republican presiden-
tial nomination, on June 27 said at the
American Enterprise Institute, that
if elected, she would do “whatever it
takes” to correct policy toward China
and that might even include “full-on
decoupling.”

Haley pointed to China’s role in the
production of fentanyl, said to have
propelled the opioid crisis, and said she
would push Congress to revoke China’s
permanent normal trade relations status.

South China Morning Post reported,
that while terming China as an enemy,
she also “raised concerns over China’s

“stealing” of US intellectual property.”

She also criticized the former and
current US President. Once in line with
all Donald Trump said and did, Haley
criticized his relationship with China’s
President Xi Jinping, whom the former
president is friendly with. “In his zeal
to befriend President Xi, Donald Trump
congratulated the Communist Party
on its 70th anniversary of conquering
China. That sent the wrong message to
the world. Chinese Communism must
be condemned, never congratulated,”
Haley said.

She also blasted President Joe Biden
as being “weak” on China policy.

Haley is currently polling in the single
digits in her primary run for office.
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Ken Mathew Sworn In As

tfford, T Mayor

Ken Mathew is the first ever Indian American Mayor in Texas.

NEW YORK, NY (IANS) - Kerala native
Ken Mathew has become the first Indian
American and the first person of color to
be sworn in as the Mayor of Stafford, TX.

Mathew, a former Stafford City Council
member, won the race defeating incumbent
Mayor Cecil Willis by 16 votes in a run-off
race this month, crediting his victory to his
faith in God, the Fort Bend Star reported.

He was administered the oath of office by
Missouri City Mayor Robin Elackatt, also an
Indian American, at a special event attended
by his family members and top officials.

Indian American Fort Bend County
Judge, K.P. George, who was present on the
occasion, tweeted: “Congratulations to Staf-
ford Mayor-elect Ken Mathew! It was an

absolute pleasure to attend his swearing-in
ceremony this evening. Wishing him all the
best as he embarks on this important role.”

Texas representatives, Ron Reynolds and
Suleman Lulani, and former Missouri City
Mayor Owen Allen also graced the occasion.

Mathew served on Stafford Council since
first being elected in 2006 and served on the
city’s Planning and Zoning Commission for
several years before then.

He immigrated to the US in the 1970s
after earning a degree from the University
of Bombay. An MBA, Mathew worked as
an accountant and financial executive for
several corporations, including Toshiba in
the Houston area. He has lived in Stafford
since 1982.
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Three South Asians
Win VA Dem Primrie

Winning candidates Kannan Srinivasan, Saddam Salim and Suhas Subramanyam.

India-West Staff Reporter

RICHMOND, VA — Three South Asian
candidates won the Democratic primaries
for state offices on June 20.

Suhas Subramanyam in State Senate
District 32, Saddam Salim in State Sen-
ate District 37, and Kannan Srinivasan in
the House of Delegates District 26 earned
primary victories. Virginia has a split leg-
islature where the GOP narrowly controls
the House and the Dems have a narrow
majority in the state Senate.

Subramanyam easily beat back the
challenge of Ibraheem Samirah in his.
Subramanyam was reelected in 2021,

defeating Greg Moulthrop of the GOP,
whom he will face again.

Srinivasan defeated Sirisha Kompalli in
a fight that saw him garner more support
from the outset than his fellow Demo-
crat, raising over $300,000 to Kompalli’s
$14,000, insidenova reported. He will face
Republican Rafi Khaja in the fall.

Saddam Salim won against incumbent
Democratic Senator Chap Petersen who
has voted against crucial issues including
an assault weapons ban, pro-labor legisla-
tion, and the removal of a Confederate
monument, The Impact Fund said. It also
pointed out that all three winners had been
endorsed by it.

POLITICS

INDIA WEST

Narendra Pathak Named To
County Home Supportive
Services Advisory Board

Narendra Pathak says he understands the importance of In-Home Support Services.

India-West Staff Reporter

SUNNYVALE, CA - Narendra Pathak
has been appointed to the Public Authority
for In-Home Supportive Services Advisory
Board by the Santa Clara County Board of
Supervisors. The appointment was con-
firmed on June 6, with unanimous votes.

In 2019, Pathak suffered a brain stroke,
which left him physically disabled and
made him realize even more the impor-
tance of community services. As a member
of the advisory board, Pathak will provide
guidance on existing and potential pro-

grams and policies, community develop-
ment, and other relevant issues.

The board, consisting of 11 commis-
sioners, acts as an advisory body to the
County Board of Supervisors, conducting
studies, reviews, evaluations, and making
recommendations to the Public Authority
Governing Body and the Public Author-
ity Executive Director. Their focus is on
matters concerning individuals receiving
In-Home Supportive Services in the county,
advocating for county residents who re-
quire in-home attendant services to live
independently in the community.

PRESENTATION AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST AT

RACHNA - HARESH SHAH
6503 Pepperdine Drive, Buena Park, CA 9062 ¢ (714) 595-5010

¢ Medicare Health Insurance, Your Benefits & Options
¢ Description of Medicare Supplement Insurance and Medicare Advantage plans, and their pros & cons
¢ Presentation of Medicare Advantage Plans and enrolilment assistance
¢ Individual guidance on enroliment in Medicare Supplement Insurance and Prescription Drug Plans

ADMISSION IS FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.

TO RSVP CALL HARESH SHAH, a licensed agent, at (714) 595-5010 or
send an email to: hareshshah2000@yahoo.com with your name(s) and program location.

The Speakers: Haresh Shah, CA License: 0H40917
Rachna Shah, CA License: 0K36850

- A deep understanding of Medicare from five years in healthcare industry.
- An independent insurance sales agent, representing:
- Medicare Advantage Plans - Medicare Supplement Insurance
- Prescription Drug Plans

Dedicated to helping people choose the health plan
that best meets their healthcare needs & budget

Haresh Shah is not connected with the Federal Medicare program.
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Tibetans Being Recruited By Chinese
Army To Patrol Ladakh, Arunachal Borders

NEW DELHI, (ANI) - The Tibetan troops
recruited by the Chinese Army for helping
them in high-altitude areas are now visible
as part of the People’s Liberation Army bor-
der defense patrols along the Line of Actual
Control in Eastern Ladakh and Arunachal
Pradesh, according to the sources.

Soon after the aggression along the
LAC in 2020, China started recruiting
these soldiers to help them sustain them-
selves in high-altitude areas as part of
their long-term deployment plans there.
“The Tibetan soldiers are now visible as
part of the patrols of their border defense
troops, but the majority continue to be
the mainland Chinese soldiers,” sources
in security forces said.

The Chinese have faced issues with
their regular mainland troops to sustain
themselves in high altitude areas and
have seen how the Indian Special Fron-
tier Force troops including many Tibetan
troops performed during the capture of
high peaks in the Kailash ranges by the
Indian Army, sources said.

As per reports, China had issued instruc-
tions to their senior commanders to induct
atleast one soldier from each Tibetan fam-
ily and turn them loyal towards the country
as well as keeping a check on their families.

However, sources said the move by China
has seen a lot of resentment from the af-
fected families.

India and China have been in a military

PAPAYA TREE NURSERY
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offers selected varieties of fruit trees specifically adapted to various growing zones throughout Southern California. To help them
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standoff since April-May
2020 and deployed heav-
ily in the border areas.
India has also de-
ployed an almost equal
number of troops along
the Eastern Ladakh sec-

US On Ukraine War:
Welcome India, Other
Nations Bringing Peace

tor to counter any possible misadventure
by the Chinese in the future.

The Army has also reoriented its focus
towards the northern borders and de-
ployed new formations along with dual
tasking some of them for facing the two-
front threat scenario.

WASHINGTON, DC (ANI) - The US will welcome the role that India
or any other country could play in helping achieve a “just and lasting
peace” while recognizing Ukraine’s territorial integrity and sovereignty,
US Department of State spokesperson Matthew Miller said at a press
briefing on July 11.

To a question whether India or Prime Minister Narendra Modi can
play a part in putting an end to the protracted conflict between Russia
and Ukraine, Miller said, “We welcome a role that India or any other
country could play in helping achieve a just and lasting peace that
recognizes Ukraine’s territorial integrity and Ukraine’s sovereignty.”
Responding to another question on the ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict,
Miller said, “The war has been a strategic failure for Russia which has
seen the enormous loss of both military personnel and military equip-
ment. They have seen their standing in the world affected. They have
seen their economy crippled by the sanctions and export controls we
have imposed.”

Earlier, in June, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and US President
Joe Biden expressed concern over the conflict in Ukraine and mourned
its “terrible and tragic” humanitarian consequences. The two leaders
in a joint statement called for respect for international law, principles
of the United Nations charter, and territorial integrity and sovereignty.
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US Lawmakers Drop Talk Of NATO Plus Status For India

WASHINGTON, DC (IANS)
- US lawmakers, pushing leg-
islation that seeks to fast-track
the sale of arms and weapons
to India with the same speed as
those meant for close allies, have
stopped talking it up as a “NATO
Plus” arrangement in a nod to
New Delhi’s skittishness about
being perceived as an ally.

The legislation moved by a
bipartisan group of members of
the House of Representatives
Monday to add India to a list of
countries whose military pur-
chase orders in government-to-
government deals enjoy expedit-
ed clearance did not mention the
phrase “NATO Plus” even once.

A companion legislation moved
by a bipartisan group in the US
Senate proposed the same benefits
for India but, once again, did not
mention the phrase NATO Plus.

Asked if it had anything to do
with India’s problems with the
NATO Plus branding, a congres-
sional aide said: “Not as a result
of any of those objections, just a
more general desire to avoid any
confusion with such issues while
still emphasizing that this is a
US policy to provide India with
additional benefits of a deeper
relationship with the US...”

Both Bills propose that India
should be added to a list of coun-
tries whose arms purchase enjoy

expedited approval under the US
Arms Export Control Act (AECA),
as it is done for all members of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization
Treaty and US treaty allies Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, Japan, South
Korea, and Israel, which are also
known as NATO Plus 5 countries.

India would welcome, it’s un-
derstood, the special benefits of
expedited clearance of its military
purchase orders but not designa-
tions that threaten the optics of
its strategic autonomy.

“That is not a template that
applies to India,” External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar said
at a news conference in May
when asked about a recommen-
dation by a US Congress com-
mittee on China to include India
in the expanded NATO Plus
grouping as a part of America’s
larger strategy to deter China
from invading Taiwan.

The External Affairs Minister
did not only convey India’s op-
position to the idea but insisted
that the Joe Biden administra-
tion understood India’s position.
He said: “So I must say, a lot of
it is outside the administration.
The administration understands
this very, very well. So, we have a
situation where actually in many
areas, the administration has
been very forthright, very under-
standing, very cooperative.”

US lawmakers have been push-
ing the extension of these benefits
to India. And just ahead of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Senator
Mark Warner, the Democratic
co-chair of the India Caucus, had
announced plans to introduce
a legislation along with the Re-
publican co-chair John Cornyn.
that will propose “adding India
to the so-called NATO Plus ar-
rangement where the United
States is able to transfer with as
little bureaucratic interference as
possible defense equipment in a
very strong way”.

But thelegislation he and Cornyn

introduced in the Senate did not
mention the phrase NATO Plus,
which is also missing from the com-
panion bill introduced in the House
of Representatives by Democrats
Raja Krishnamoorthi, Ro Khanna
and Marc Veasey and Republicans
Any Barr and Mike Waltz.
“Strengthening the US-India
strategic partnership is vital to
the prosperity and security of not
only both nations, but also other
democracies around the world,”
Congressman Krishnamoorthi said.
“That is why I am proud to join
my colleagues in introducing this
legislation to expand security

cooperation between the United
States and India by adding India
to the list of partners included in
the Arms Export Control Act.”

India will be watching the
progress of the legislation which
must now go through the congres-
sional process before it reaches
the President, either on its own
or part of the National Defense
Authorization Act 2024 (which
the is annual defense budget) for
enactment. The measure has been
proposed every year in one form
or the other since 2019 but has
failed to run the entire process for
one reason or the other.

plus tax

CUISINES OF
Universit Avenue, Riverside

Specializing in Tandoori items (Clay Oven)
Vegetarian and Non-Vegetarian

!

Specialized

in Catering
We Cater to
o ' All Parties, Big & Small

For Catering call Raj:

951-756-8356

1766 University Ave, Ste. 102, Riverside, CA 92507

951-686-99638

Tuesday to Sunday
11:30 AM to 3:00 PM
5 PM to 10 PM

I NDI A

~R




INDIA WEST JULY 2023 - P31

V Dental GI’Ollp 3D CAT Scanner

M Dr. Suraj Sharma Orthophos Gallile
I/V Certified ¢ Sedation Certified

Clinics Equipped with Most Cerec D entistry
Modern Highly Advanced Dental Equipments with Prime Scan

Affordable Fixed and Snap On Dentures

* No Need To Add Adhesive, Fixodent, Etc. ®* No Popping Out Possible
* No Need To Take Your Dentures Out At Night

5 SRR i iy oy : k= :
(o i S il e RS

e All Facilities Available Under One Roof
Exam for implant e CBCT Monitored Surgical Guide
consultaion * Planning Through Digital Panogram

5995 Brockton Ave., Ste.102 5515 Van Buren Blvd, Hours:
Riverside, CA 92506 ] Riverside, CA 92503 Mon-Thurs

Ph: 951-224-9585 acliid  Ph: 951-352-5838 Jam-Spm

www.vindentalgroup.us "y S crod el P by

Surgical Placement Of Implants If You Qualify.
Success Rate Is More Than 95%




P32 - guLy 2023

INDIA WEST

ENTERTAINMENT

Ram Charan, Jr NTR, Mani1 Ratnam, Siddharth

LOS ANGELES, CA (ANI) - The
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences has invited Ram Charan,
Mani Ratnam, Karan Johar, Siddharth
Roy Kapur, Chandrabose, and MM
Keeravani have been invited by the
organization to be members. ‘RRR’ art
director Sabu Cyril and cinematogra-
pher K.K. Senthil Kumar have also
been invited.

“The Academy is proud to welcome
these artists and professionals into
our membership,” Academy CEO Bill

Roy Kapur Invite

Kramer and Academy President Janet Ram Charan, Chandrabose, Karan Johar, Mani Ratnam, Siddharth Roy Kapur.

d To Join Aca

demy

"] Yang said in a statement.

“They represent extraordinary global
[ | talent across cinematic disciplines and
|| have made a vital impact on the arts
and sciences of motion pictures and on
movie fans worldwide.”

If all this year’s invitees accept mem-
bership, it will bring the total number
of overall Academy members to 10,817
(up from 10,665 last year), with 9,375
eligible to vote (a decrease from 9,665
due to deaths, retirements, and moving
to emeritus status) for the 96th Oscars,
set to take place on March 10, 2024.
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INVESTORS - No Income Doc Loans Available

Builder purchase - Lock rate up to 180 days
in advance
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The 2023 class is 40 percent women. 34
percent belong to underrepresented ethnic/
racial communities and 52 percent hail
from 51 countries and territories outside
the United States.

Other interesting statistics about this
invitee class are four branches invited
more women than men to join -- casting
directors, costume designers, makeup art-
ists and hairstylists, and marketing and
public relations. The Actors and Directors
branches had most of their candidates hail
from underrepresented ethnic and racial
communities.

Eight filmmakers have been invited to
multiple branches -- Daniel Kwan and Dan-
iel Scheinert (“Everything Everywhere All
at Once”), Colm Bairead (“The Quiet Girl”),
Edward Berger (“All Quiet on the Western
Front”), Antonio Campos (“The Devil All
the Time”), Lukas Dhont (“Close”), Ana
Katz (“The Dog Who Wouldn’t be Quiet”)
and Santiago Mitre (“Argentina, 1985”);
however, they can only select one upon
accepting membership.

Soha Ali Khan,
Kunal Kemmu
Enjoy Disneyland

LOS ANGELES, CA (ANI) - Soha Ali
Khan shared glimpses from her summer
vacations in Disneyland with her hus-
band Kunal Kemmu and daughter Inaaya
Kemmu on July 3.

She posted several pictures where she
can be seen posing with Kunal with Disney-
land in the background. In another picture,
the family can be seen posing in Spiderman
style. They all look cool in the summer with
their sunglasses on.

Daughter Inaaya is all smiles as she
can be seen hugging Minie Mouse and
Snowhite. Along with the post, Soha
wrote, “Never too old for a good fairytale
#summer2023 #disneyland #disney100 @
disneyland @thinkstrawberries.”

Kunal will be soon making his directorial
debut with the upcoming film ‘Madgaon
Express’. The film is headlined by Pratik
Gandhi, Avinash Tiwari, Nora Fatehi, and
Divyendu. The film is said to be a comedy-
drama. The official release date of the film
is still awaited.

Soha, who was last seen in the web series
‘Hush Hush’ alongside Juhi Chawla, Kritika
Kamra and Karishma Tanna, will be seen
in ‘Chhorii 2’.
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CATERING

Natraj serves the ultimate in South
Asian cuisine for weddings and
special events. Featuring our
experienced and talented culinary
team, and offering impeccable and
unrivaled service, distinguishes us
as the premier Indian caterer.

Our professional catering staff

will create menus to exceed

your expectations and ensure a
memorable celebration for you and
your guests. Outstanding quality
and exceptional value complete

a perfect occasion.

23 Musick, Irvine 949/632-2778
www.natrajusa.com email: vijay@natrajusa.com
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Deepika, Prabhas, Kamal Hasan To Be

At San Diego Comic-Con

MUMBALI, (IANS) - Prabhas,
Deepika Padukone, Big B and
Kamal Haasan’s upcoming film
‘Project K’ will be the first-ever
Indian film to debut at San Diego
Comic-Con 2023.

Vyjayanthi Movies will host
conversations and performanc-
es, providing attendees with a
glimpse into India’s culture and

the world of science fiction.

The SDCC celebration will
commence with a panel featur-
ing Kamal Haasan, Prabhas and
Deepika Padukone alongside the
national award-winning director
Nag Ashwin, on July 20.

During this panel, the creators
of ‘Project K’ will unveil the film’s
title, trailer, and release date,

Mahesh Babu's Daughter Sitara
Debuts On Times Square Billboard

MUMBAI (ANI) - Telugu
superstar Mahesh Babu is beam-
ing with pride as his daughter,
Sitara, made her debut on the
iconic Times Square Billboard.
Posting pictures, he expressed
his pride and admiration for his
daughter, referring to her as his
“firecracker” and encouraging
her to continue dazzling and
shining. He tagged Sitara and
added the hashtag #PMJSitara,
referencing her association with
the jewelry brand PMJ Jewels.

Sitara’s mother, Namrata Shi-
rodkar, also took to Instagram to
celebrate her daughter’s Times
Square debut. Overflowing with
joy, she expressed her pride and

.

Sarbjit Singh

emphasized that watching Sitara’s
dreams come true is an incredible
feeling. She encouraged her daugh-
ter to keep shining as a superstar.

Sitara, who serves as the brand
ambassador for PMJ Jewels,
has now become the youngest
star kid to feature on the Times
Square Billboard. PMJ Jewels in-

troduced ajewelry line named af- |

ter Sitara, further solidifying her
association with the brand and

cementing her presence in the §§

world of fashion and glamour.
Despite her young age, Sitara
has already made notable ap-
pearances in the entertainment
industry. She shared the screen
with her father, Mahesh Babu,

CA Insurance Lic# 0779296

Be good at life.

New York Life

Registered Representative for NYLIFE Securities LLC

treating the audience to a truly
immersive experience on Comic-
Con’s grandest stage.
Expressing his delight about
this exclusive event, director
Ashwin said, “India is the home
of some of the greatest lore and
superheroes ever written. We
feel that our film is an attempt to
bring out and share this with the

in the dance video for the song
“Penny Song.” Additionally,
Sitara lent her voice to the char-
acter of baby Elsa in the Telugu
version of the popular animated
film ‘Frozen 2.

INDIA WEST

SAN DIEGDO

world. And
Comic Con
gives us the
perfect stage
to introduce
ourstorytoa
global audi-
ence.”
Producer

Aswani Dutt
expressed
his excite-
ment, stat-
ing, “As one of the oldest produc-
tion houses in the Indian Film
Industry, we are very proud to
embark on this extraordinary
journey. Joining forces with
some of the biggest superstars of
our nation, we are breaking new

ground and pushing the bound-
aries of Indian cinema. This is a
proud moment for all the Indian
audiences who have been wanting
to see Indian Cinema on the global
map. Comic Con is that world
stage for us.”
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By REENA RATHORE

LOS ANGELES, CA - Blending Indian
classical music with American-style hip-
hop beats is a feat that few have attempted,
and far fewer have succeeded in taking it
mainstream like Raja Kumari. Known for
her authenticity, fearless self-expression,
and infusing her dual cultural identity in
her music, over the years, the Indian Ameri-
can songwriter, singer, and rapper has built
a distinct identity in the U.S., and in India.

Earlier this year, the Grammy-nom-
inated rapper from Claremont, CA, not
only performed at Coachella, but also
collaborated with John Legend to create a
powerful anthem, “Keep Walking,” as part
of the Walkers & Co. Tour and performed
live with him in India.

Although Raja Kumari, aka Svetha Rao,
grew up studying Indian classical dance and
music, she was also drawn to hip-hop early on.

Her collaboration with artists like Fifth
Harmony, Gwen Stefani and Iggy Azalea
brought her widespread recognition when
she won a BMI Pop Award for co-writing
Fall Out Boy’s hit, “Centuries.”

In 2021, she performed her single,
“N.R.L,” at an Asian American inaugural
ball for President Biden that also saw par-
ticipation from pop superstars like Lady
Gaga and Jennifer Lopez. Her track, “God-
dess,” in collaboration with Krewella and
NERVO, featured in the recently released
superhero series, “Ms. Marvel.”

Among her many accolades was a nomi-

nation for the ‘Best Indian Act’ at the MTV
Europe Music Awards 2022 for her single,
“Made in India,” which featured Bollywood
star Madhuri Dixit-Nene.

For a brief period, she moved to India where
she joined forces with Indian talents such
rapper Divine to create impactful music.

Raja Kumari is celebrating yet another
career milestone: she haslaunched her o
independent label, Godmother Records.

And she is now set to perform at ‘BRIC
Celebrate Brooklyn!” festival at the Lena
Horne Bandshell in Prospect Park, Brook-
lyn, July 22. The 45th edition of the longest-
running, free performing arts festival in
New York City will run through Aug. 24.

India-West spoke to Raja Kumari where
she delved into the inspiration behind her
new album, her hopes for Godmother Re-
cords and South Asian representation and
her journey thus far.

Q: Could you talk a little bit about the
origins of “The Bridge,” and what it means
to you?

A: Well, “The Bridge” is primarily a pan-
demic album. I started working on it in Au-
gust 2020 in my home with my COVID pod,
which was four people. It was my engineer
Nacho and his roommate Karan, who would
end up being my producers, as well as my
childhood best friend Birdie, and we wrote
all my original music together. This was a
return to my roots in a lot of ways. This
album was made without the audience in
mind, not thinking, ‘Oh, this will turn into
this many views.’ It was really made for the
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ther-
apy of

it, for the
art of it, and
for the purpose
to just express.
“The Bridge” is
one version of my-
self to who I am
now, and it follows
the journey of my
healing and self-
love. During the
pandemic, I think
all of us stayed still
for the first time.
The journey of self-
love brought me to
the place where I
released my first
love songs on this al-
bum. The album culminates witha
song called “Fearless,” which in all its en-
tirety is a pop song that in my songwriting

days I
would
have viewed
as a golden oppor-
tunity and would have
tried to give to the most
popular singer of the time. With
this album, I decided that I would keep the
song and I would sing it because it meant a
lot to me. So, this album is THE BRIDGE
from ancient to the future. It’s an attempt
to bring the ideas that are so dear to me
from our ancient culture and that are still
present today, and from the West back to
the East. For those people that are curious
about the East, I hope that they can listen
to this album and understand some ideas
and perspectives and hear some different
sounds. Music is the bridge between us and
God, so this album has a lot of spirituality
in it, and I think a lot of people are afraid to
talk about God. With this album, I decided

to be fearless.

Q: What do you consider the turning
point in your career and how do you view
the journey that you’ve made so far?

Contd. on P37

HIMALAYAN VEDIC ASTROLOGY

SOLUTIONS FOR ALL YOUR PROBLEMS

Santa Prasad Shastri

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri is a renownedyHimalayan Vedic Astrologer
based in California. He started his Vedic astrolagical education at the'age of
8 and went through 19 years of rigorous education‘and training at Maharishi
Vedic Gurukul, New Delhi, India.'He hasimore than 40.years of experiencein
Vedic Astrology. He is also a Teacherjof thetranscendental. meditation &
yoga. He is a master of four vedas (Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda and
Atharveda). He is a specialist for all kinds of Vedicdfagyas and Pujas.

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri can solve all youfproblems’through Vedic
Astrology. Contact today for a free.consultation?

* Pujas, Havans andRitual§
* Horoscope reading

W Palm &Face reading

* Gemstones

¥ info@himalayanvedicastrology.com

i} (© +1(310) 486-7608

WE CANHELP WITH

Job problems
Business Problems
Financial'Probléms
Careerlissues

Court Cases
Health Problems

Immigration/Green Card

* O3k %% % %

SPECIALPUJASEOR
* Kaal SarpadoSha
* Mangdlidosha

w Marriage problems

& Relationship issues
¥ Marriage/Divorce
* Career problems
* Health issues

Y Family issues

* Financial problems

W stress/Depression

Enlightenment with-(TM) Transcendental Meditation

@ www.himalayanvedicastrology.com

@ 18002 Devlin Ave Artesia, CA 90701
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A: 1 feel like my career is a series of
milestones that had I not accomplished, I
wouldn’t have been where I am today. The
first really big milestone was moving to
India, taking that risk, and believing in my
music and the platform that was available
to me at the time that I got signed in the
U.S. When I got signed in the U.S., there
weren’t many South Asian stories being
told. There wasn’t a lot of space for my
music to be synced the way that it is today.
Ithink another turning point for me would
be leaving the major label scene after seven
years and making my own label, being in
control of my own music, owning my mas-
ters, and controlling my publishing. This is
a very liberated space and a very powerful
space that really sets the tone for my music
and the future because now I can really
take risks on songs that I believe in. There’s
nobody between me and the music. I think
the biggest milestone in my career now is
creating Godmother Records.

Q: What kind of music would you be
producing under Godmother Records and
what would the artist roster look like?

A: Godmother Records was created to
make a safe space for women in music
because in my experience pushing my-
self through so many record deals and
ultimately going independent, I saw the
gamut of issues that women face. Luckily,
my American audacity helped me bypass
so much of it. But I don’t think that every-
one is made for war. I hope the things that

I'velearned can help me make a safe space
where artists can be who they are. I think
one of the things that happens in the major
label system is comparison, and compari-
son is the thief of joy. And I feel like artists
that are signed on my roster can focus on
being a better version of themselves and
musicality will be a big focus. A lot of labels
are focused on TikTok numbers and mak-

ing whatever is trending, but I
want to create alegacy, and I want
to sign artists that are committed
to their artistry and their music.
It’s a spiritual kind of expression.
I want to have artists from all
types of genres. As a songwriter,
Ilove to make pop music and rock
music, and I've been a songwriter
on so many incredible songs in
America and in India, so I want
to make sure that Godmother
Records covers all the bases. You
won'’t just see mini-me’s, there’s
going to be a lot of different types
of artists.

Q: Are you still based in India?

A: I am between India and Los
Angeles, which is how I've lived for
the last few years. I love to make
a joke that in 30 hours, I can go
door to door from one house to the
other, so India has become a home
for me in many ways.

Q: Youmade a stunning de-
but at Cannes this year. How
importantis your identity to
you and how has it shaped
you as an artist?

A: Cannes Film Festival is such an iconic
red carpet. As someone who truly loves
fashion almost equally to my music, wear-
ing a custom Manish Malhotra on that red
carpet was one of my childhood dreams
coming true. The craziest thing about that
dress was I never tried it on before I arrived

in Cannes. It came straight from India.
So, all the credit to Manish Malhotra and
my styling team for making sure that it
would fit me like a glove. A lot of times I've
felt like couture was not for me because I
wasn’t ‘sample size’ and it was such a glori-
ous moment to try that dress on. It just fit
perfectly, and it was so heavy. So being the
person that could carry that dress, I was
proud of myself. T had such an amazing time
representing South Asian culture and being
there for Indie Wild with Diipa Khosla and
Dolly Singh as someone that inspires me.
It was really beautiful that she invited me
to be a part of that.

Q: In the last few years, the entertain-
ment industry has made many notable
strides and the representation of people
of color, and women, but much remains
to be done. What are your thoughts on the
progress that has been made?

A: First off, I want to say thank you so
much. I really appreciate your support.
You know, from the time of releasing my
first single to today, there are so many
more South Asian stories being told, and
that creates a platform for more South
Asian music to be a part of that. Luckily, I
have been here for so many incredible mo-
ments in representation, whether it’s been
with “Never Have I Ever” or “Wedding Sea-
son” or “Miss Marvel,” I have been able to
be a part of that. I see so much opportunity
coming in the future, and I'm hoping this
time period inspires more South Asian
creatives to take risk and tell our stories.

STERLING ACCOUNTING & TAX
SERVICES INC.

We offen the following sewices:

e Preparation of Individuals, Partnerships, Corporations and Fiduciaries income tax returns
e Compilations, Reviews and Audits of financial statements
e Audits of 401k and profit sharing plans

e Audits of non-profit organizations financial statements

e Preparation of personal financial statements

e Preparation of non-profit organizations tax returns

e Monthly, quarterly, or annual bookkeeping services

e Tax planning and incorporations

e Representation before income tax, sales tax and other regulatory tax authorities
e Paperless attestation engagements

We have experience servicing companies in various types of industries
including: Manufacturing, Retail, Entertainment, Real Estate, Technology, Motels,
Restaurants, Construction, Food Processing, Financing and Professional Services.

Quality Service at Economical Rates

21860 S Burbank Blvd., Ste 110, Woodland Hills, CA 91367
818-468-8408 ¢ www.sterlingtax.net » vboramha@sterlingtax.net

Venkat Bramharouthu, CPA

Member, AICPA
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The renowned Indian cuisine
mesmerizes all your senses and
satiating your taste buds
with its sensuous exotic flavors

WE ARE NOW OPEN
FOR INSIDE AND OUTSIDE DINING

TAKEOUT AND DELIVERY

18511 Pioneer Blvd
Artesia, CA 90701
(562) 392-8097

Tuesday - Thursday: 11:30am - 3:00pm & 5:00pm - 9:00pm
Friday: 11:30am - 3:00pm & 5:00pm - 10:00pm
Saturday: 11:30am - 10:00pm, Sunday: 11:30am - 9:00pm

Monday Closed
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CHEF SANJAY JAITLY
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WE DO CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

=
e . i

Monday - Friday: 11:30am - 3:00pm

(SERVED WITH RICE)
- Rajma - Dal Bukahara - Yellow Dal
- Kadhi Pakora - Amritsari Chole

(SERVED WITH RICE)
« Chicken Curry - Lamb Curry
+ Goat Curry - Chicken Tikka Masala
« Shaolinn Chicken - Chicken Ninja

« Plain Naan - Garlic Naan - Fries
- Side Salad - Soup of the Day

YANTRA CART MENU

« Pani Puri « Aloo Tikki - Papdi Chaat
« Samosa Chaat - Chana Bhatura

« Indo-Chinese Veg Noodles

/7

k CLASSIFIEDS

POST YOUR CLASSIFIED ADS‘
ON INDIAWEST.COM

N

HELP WANTED

Nanny/ Babysitter Needed
Nanny/Babysitter needed for 8
months babygirl in Culver City/
MidCity LA Area for a young pro-
fessional couple. It will be mon-fri
8 hours/day. Light vegetarian
cooking, cleaning to do. Nice gated
community home, verifiable refer-
ences required. Shall have own
transportation. Call: 562-677-
5448 /jshah1221@yahoo.com

Caregiver Needed For Elderly Gen-
tleman Visiting From Overseas
Seeking reliable helper for 90-year-
old father. Duties include assisting
with walking, serving meals, and
miscellaneous tasks. Required
from August 30th to September
5th, flying from Orange County
to Austin and back. Shared hotel
room. Contact (646) 243-5189

Resident Manager for 30Unit Motel
Looking for couple to manage 30
rooms motel in south lake tahoe
CA. No experience needed ,must
know English .Accommodation
and training provided. Call or Text
530-545-3921

Live in lady house help needed
in Northwest Indiana 1/2 hour
from Chicago 5 or 6 days per

week for Marathi senior couple.
Must help with cooking cleaning
Laundry and other house chores.
Transprtation can be provided
from and back home. Contact:
574-707-3661

Experienced Indian Chefs Needed At
San Antonio, TX

We are looking for experienced In-
dian Chef. We will provide accom-
modations and monthly salary. 6
days a week, 1 off day every week.
Job location is in San Antonio, TX.
Contact: 210-777-8999.

NOW HIRING - Orange County
California. Curry Chef, Tandoori
Chef, Kitchen Helpers.

Call Vijay 949-632-2778

MOTEL HELP WANTED

Resident Manager Couple Needed For
A Hotel Near Yosemite National Park
Highly demanding job requiring
fluency in English, Computer
skills, basic maintenance, and
management experience. Resort
location that is busy during the
peak season and requires a detail-
oriented, hard working couple that
can work effectively as a team.
Combined salary, Health Care
benefits, and 401k. If interested,
send resumes to hr@perigonhos-
pitality.com.

Resident Hotel Manager For Franchised
Property Near Denver, Colorado.
Looking for a Manager for a 39
room recently renovated Motel-6
in Brighton, Colorado. Hospitality
experience required. Should be flu-
entin English. Also have Computer
and Communication skills. Please
text or email: 619-496-9849 /
akshayaswani@yahoo.in

Hiring Front Desk For Franchise
Motels In Williams, Arizona

Seeking Front desk couple to man-
age our 40 rooms franchise motel
in Williams, AZ. Motel Experience
Need and Must be Fluent in English.
Also have computer skills. Competi-
tive pay and Accommodation pro-
vided. Contact Sam-928-255-3396
or Email- spb.1987@hotmail.com

Need Front Desk/Night Auditor/
Housekeeper For Franchise Hotel In
Upper Michigan

We are looking for Front Desk/
Night Auditor/Housekeeper for a
franchise hotel in upper Michigan,
accommodation will be provided.
Contact: 906 776 9920 for start date
and more details.

Motel Manager - San Luis Obispo

33-Room Property in San Luis
Obispo, CA. Looking for a married
couple to manage front desk, light

maintenance work (TV), and over-
see housekeeping. Good pay with
living included - time off included
as well. Start: JULY - AUGUST
Contact Number : 805-305-2413

Independent hotel in southern
california in need of hotel manager.
Must have experience must be flu-
ent in english and have computer
skills. Accommodations provided
Two students or husband and wife.
Contact Number : 714-926-8398

Resident Hotel Manager

Looking for an individual to man-
age 64 room hotel in San Luis Obis-
po CA. Hotel experience needed
and must be fluent in english. Also
have computer skills. Please email
resumes.Call: 805.550.4481 /
gm@hotel-calle-joaquin.com

Well Maintained Franchise 38
Rooms Motel Looking For Onsite
Manager To Operate And Manage.
Living in management couple to
operate motel. Call: 530-919-8066.
Email: udp1950@gmail.com

Residential Manager Needed
Looking for a resident couple to
run a 29 unit independent motel
in northern California. Accommo-
dation provided and must speak
English and computer skills call or
text 435-459-2882.

FOR SALE

Motel for Sale in Bakersfield, CA
36 Units plus 3br-2ba manager\’s
house. 1.03 Acres. One and half
miles to downtown. Near Free-
ways. Seller financing possible.
Call : 213-290-8989

United Gas Food Mart For Sale
United Gas Food Mart with real
estate close to freeway in Red-
ding, California. Please contact:
Lal, 530-244-6979.

OTHERS

Companionship/Friendship

I am a well settled Gujarati, phy-
sician, 66 yrs, living in the Los
Angeles area looking for com-
panionship/friendship and more.
Please reply at nishashok2003@
yahoo.com.

SERVICES

Computer Printer Cell Phone

Spectrum And Frontier Internet
Provider IPTV Cable Tv Over
Internet Call Rajeev Advanced
Computers & Printers 17129
Hawthorne Blvd Lawndale CA.
90260. Phone: 323-474-1986.
New customers.
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CHUGH

SERVING OUR
CLIENTS FOR
OVER 35 YEARS

= Scan to schedule
consultatlon

ABOUT US CORPORATE

Chugh, LLP is a full-service legal and accounting firm with
dozens of US offices and global affiliates. In business for
more than 35 years, Chugh, LLP specializes in immigration,
corporate law, taxation, litigation, employment, and mergers
and acquisitions in the legal field, and accounting,
bookkeeping, and tax return filing services. We have a staff
of 300 people in the United States, including 125 attorneys
and CPAs/CAs.

TAXATION

IMMIGRATION
OUR LOCATIONS

Atlanta, GA | Brentwood, TN | Edison, NJ | Herndon, VA
Houston, TX | Indianapolis, IN | Kennewick, WA

Los Angeles, CA | New York, NY | Santa Clara, CA LITIGATION

15925 Carmenita Road, Cerritos, CA 90703 @ info@chugh.com

www.chugh.com

1600 Duane Avenue, Santa Clara, CA 95054 ® (877) 248-2485
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FRONTIER

~ HERITAGE —

Unveiling our new

showroom in the

SAN FRANCISCO
BAY AREA



