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Corruption: Harry
Sidhu Faces Jail

¥

land sale deal with
Angel Stadium.
Once Sidhu enters
his guilty pleas, he
will face a statuto-
ry maximum sen-
tence of 10 yearsin
federal prison for
the obstruction of
justice count, up to
20 years in federal
prison for the wire

nomic corridor including ship-
ping and railway links will be
launched soon. The first-of-its-
kind economic corridor will be a
historic initiative on cooperation,
connectivity, and infrastructure
involving India, UAE, Saudi Ara-
bia, EU, France, Italy, Germany,
and the US.
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Former Anaheim Mayor Harry Sidhu.

Mohammed bin Salman Al Saud and President Joe Biden shake hands next to
Narendra Modi during the G20 Summit.

The absence of Chinese leader
XiJinping and Russian President
Vladimir Putin provided oppor-
tunities for President Joe Biden
to make a more affirmative case
at the summit. His backing of the
new plans to partner with Europe,
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ANAHEIM, CA - Former Ana-
heim Mayor Harry Sidhu is set to
plead guilty after being implicated
in a federal investigation involv-
ing false statements to investiga-
tors about his involvement in a

fraud count, and up to five years
in federal prison for each false
statements count.

The charges revolve around
allegations that Sidhu sought
campaign support of up to $1
million from the baseball club

Contd. on P19

I Don't Have Anything To Do
With Politicians: Vivek Agnihotri

What's In A Name?

By NIMMI RAGHUNATHAN

Right off the bat, this interview seemed
to be set up for slingshots: For the critics,
the questions are geared to give him a pass,
for the die-hard of the nationalist variety,
they are aimed at getting him. Whatever the
case, Vivek Agnihotri, 49, cannot be ignored.
As if to prove the point, the day after the
interview, his feature film, ‘The Kashmir
Files,” figured in the National Awards for
Best Feature Film on National Integration.

Pallavi Joshi, 54, his wife and the pro-
ducer of several of his films, including the
new one gearing up for release in Sep-
tember ‘The Vaccine War’ was named the
Best Supporting Actress for ‘The Kashmir
Files,” her second National Award.

Contd. on P34

NEW DELHI (IANS) - When President
. Droupadi Murmu sent out invites for the
dinner hosted by her at the G20 Summit,
she described herself as the ‘President of
Bharat’ and set off a heated discussion that
may have abated temporarily but is headed
for a vociferous revival.

Even Prime Minister Narendra Modi
chose ‘Bharat’ as his country’s name at the
G20 Summit. Rumors, predictably, are rife
that the ‘Republic of India’ and ‘We the
People of India’ are heading for a name
change, but it may help to be reminded
that India has had many names over the
centuries of its existence.

Every name India has ever had his-
torically had a specific connotation and

Contd. on P30

Meluha, Bharat, India...
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Attorney Salil Dudani’'s Lawsuit Prompts Historic Zero Bail Policy In L.A

By REENA RATHORE

LOS ANGELES, CA - Calling
the policy of cash bail a “clear, per-
vasive, and serious constitutional
violation,” a Los Angeles Superior
Court judge has issued a preliminary
injunction to ensure that people
accused of low-level, non-violent
offenses are no longer detained
while awaiting arraignment simply
because they cannot afford bail.

When law enforcement officials
arrest someone, they set charges
which come with a specific bail
amount as listed on the county’s
bail schedules. Those who can
pay the money upfront are able to
secure their freedom while others
wait for their turn in a jail cell.

Under this new ruling, the Los
Angeles Police Department and
L.A. County Sheriff’s Department
cannot require cash bail for people
arrested for certain crimes prior to
their arraignment. Repeat offend-
ers while out on no bail may be
made subject to a cash payment.

The injunction, which went into
effect May 24, reinstates the zero-
bail policy in effect during the pan-
demic to minimize overcrowding in
jails. Hearings are currently being
held to figure out the next steps for
the injunction.

The case that prompted this
decision is a class action lawsuit
representing six people who were
held in custody for days because

of their inability to make bail.
The lawsuit argued that arrestees
with “sufficient wealth” (or whose
family and friends can acquire the
funds) to post the scheduled bail
amount promptly go free. They
called this “wealth-based” deten-
tion “unconstitutional.”

Salil Dudani, one of the at-
torneys in the lawsuit, called it a
positive step towards reforming
the criminal justice system.

“Cash bail, which is literally the
price of freedom, is senseless, cru-
el, arbitrary, and indefensible. It’s
a clear violation of constitutional
rights and it’s causing so much
harm in the public interest that
the court ordered an injunction.
That’s an obvious and overdue first
step...,” Dudani told India-West.
“It has profoundly devastating
consequences on the individual
who is arrested, on their family,
and ultimately on their commu-
nity. People lose their jobs be-
cause they can’t show up to work,
and people are cut-off from their
medications, physical and mental
health care. Often people can even
lose the custody of their children
because they are in jail and can’t
care for them only because they
don’t have enough access to cash.”

Dudani, an attorney at Civil
Rights Corps, litigates money bail
and other abuses in the criminal
justice system. He went on to ex-
plain that between their arrest and

Salil Dudani.

their first hearing in court, which is
about 2- 5 days in L.A., the person
arrested has not been formally
charged with any crime.

He said the purpose of bail was
to encourage people’s appearance
at all court dates and protect public
safety but “using cash bail schedule
like L.A.’s and like most places in
California, is contrary to that cause
and that’s the academic consensus.”

Commenting on the efficacy of
money bail, Dudani said there is no
evidence to support the idea that a
person needs a monetary incentive
to show up at court. In, fact, he
stated, it makes people less likely
to show up in court, and it makes
them more likely to commit crimes
in the future because their lives are
destabilized.

“And that’s why we brought this
case. It’s not only unfair but it’s
contrary to public safety. It in-

creases crime rate; even a few days
in jail destabilizes people’s lives so
fundamentally,” he said.

Out of the six named plaintiffs
in this case, one was never charged
with any crime at all, Dudani point-
ed out. “They were in jail for five
full days and the moment a judge
and lawyer looked at the case, they
said you are safe to release,” he
said. “...It’s wasteful and unneces-
sary in addition to being unfair and
contrary to public safety.”

“Most people are perfectly safe
to release and in fact, that’s what
places like L.A. do but for those
who can afford to pay,” he re-
marked. “For the small minor-
ity who aren’t released, they are
promptly brought before a judge
and they are given due process:
they are given a lawyer, a hearing
and then the least restrictive condi-
tions on their release are imposed.
That’s very far from how the L.A.
system works. For that period, peo-
ple don’t have lawyers, there are no
hearings, and they are just sitting
in jail solely because they can’t pay.
That doesn’t make sense.”

Dudani knows what wrongful
detention can do to you from first-
hand experience. When he was in
college and interning at the D.C.
Public Defender Service, he was
detained on suspicion of terrorist
activity by the D.C. police. “It only
reinforced what I saw happening to
our clients day after day,” Dudani,

who later recounted his experience
in a TED Talk, told India-West.
“That is part of what set me on this
path. That was a very eye-opening
experience for me seeing the extent
of racial injustice and the overall
cruelty in the criminal system.”

The young activist, a graduate of
Yale Law School, underscored the
effectiveness of alternative mea-
sures such as electronic court date
reminders, mental health services,
transportation, and childcare as-
sistance for people.

“Court reminders literally just
text message reminders...Sounds so
simple but it makes sense, right? Like
every time I have a dentist appoint-
ment, I get a text message that helps
me remember so why appearances
shouldn’t be like that,” he asked. “In
New York City, when they rolled our
court reminders, it increased court
appearances by 26 percent.”

Citing studies, Dudani reiterated
that “there is rigorous research that
asked the question: ‘Does money
bail do anything at all to protect pub-
lic safety?” And the answer is no.”

Dudani opined that the way
to achieve public safety is not by
“carceral control.” “It is by invest-
ing in things that actually make us
safe like housing and health care...
There is a lot of misinformation
and a lot of very misleading and
selective use of statistics when it
comes to bail reform and L.A. is
no exception,” he said.
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Celebrate your faith

Ganesh Chaturthi

Lord Ganesh is regarded
as the remover of
obstacles and the

patron of wisdom, intellect,
and new beginnings.

Krishna Janmashtami

Janmashtami commemorates the
birth of Lord Krishna, Lord Vishnu's
eight avatar on Earth. The birth of
Lord Krishna represents the triumph
of good over evil.

Embrace the splendor of religious jewelry and allow it to become
an intrinsic part of your voyage towards spiritual enlightenment.
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