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Left: An aerial view of the massive temple complex in New Jersey.

Above: Mahant Swami Maharaj at the inauguaral festivities.
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BAPS Opens Largest Temple In The US
India-West Staff Reporter

ROBBINSVILLE, NJ – The 

Swaminarayan Akshardham 

temple was inaugurated on Oc-

tober 8. Sitting on a massive 185-

acre plot in Robbinsville County 

Varun Grover Experiences Life So 
Intensely, He Can Feel Crippled 

By NIMMI RAGHUNATHAN

He is a Renaissance man.

Varun Grover writes hit stories (Masaan, Sacred Games). 

Poetry, that becomes an anthem of protestors (Kagaz Nahi 

Dikhayenge, for those refusing to cooperate with the govern-

ment in proving their citizenship). Thrives on observational 

humor…the online robot wants to know if you are human! 

There is lyrical beauty (National Award winning Moh Moh 

Ke Dhaage from the film Dum Laga Ke Haisha). Poet, come-

dian, lyricist, fiction writer, screenwriter, actor (Qala, Bombay 

Velvet), creative cook, cat lover, and now, director (All India 

Rank), Grover is an artist’s artist. 

The outpouring comes from a fire not seen in his demeanor 

which is thoughtful and measured. It comes from a place that 

encompasses a deep caring for society. Varun Grover.

Calling It ‘Unnecessary,’ Governor 
Gavin Newsom Vetoes Caste Bill

India-West News Desk

SACRAMENTO, CA – Declaring the bill “unnecessary,” 

California Governor Gavin Newsom‘s vetoed the bill that 

has been dividing the Hindu community and was aimed at 

explicitly outlawing caste discrimination in the state.

The proposed law would have integrated caste into the 

definition of ancestry, making it illegal to discriminate based 

on caste under the Unruh Civil Rights Act, Fair Employ-

ment and Housing Act, and education discrimination law.

Newsom, in his veto message, stated that caste discrimi-

nation was already prohibited under existing civil rights 

protections, which are broadly interpreted in California. “In 

California, we believe everyone deserves to be treated with 

dignity and respect, no matter who they are, where they come 

from, who they love, or where they live. Gavin Newsom.
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Direct Line: 714-626-2023 • Cell: 714-335-9048
Email: jrshah@pacbell.net

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

INTERIOR DESIGNER

SERVICES AVAILABLE

• Total Remodeling with Designing &   
  Decorating
• Custom Furniture
• Mural painting and lighting
• Full line of landscaping including         
  Pool, Spa,Gazebo and BBQ.
• Hotel/Motel/Restaurant Remodeling 
  and decorating

Email: rjinteriors@yahoo.com
Cell: (714) 335-8240

Brings Your Dream Come True

WE would help you to examine your RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL real estate portfolio and 
maximize your cashflow and appreciation including 1031 Tax deferred exchanges.

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, 
BUSINESS/INVESTMENT PROPERTIES & 

1031 TAX DEFERRED EXCHANGE EXPERT

714-335-9048

Jigar (JR) Shah, MBA
License# 01116918

Please call JR for information of 
COVID 19 on Real Estate

Commercial

Residential

•  A large Residential lot w/ Gorgeous Views in La Habra heights

•  4 BD 3 BA in Fullerton

•  5 BD 2 BA in Dana Point 

•  4 BD 3 BA townhome in West Los Angeles

•  5 BD 4 BA View home in Yorba Linda - For Sale

•  Huge Parcel of Land 530+ Acres Offering endless   

   opportunities to develop - FOR SALE

•  Fully approved lots in Carlsbad for Apartment Units

•  26 Units Apartment in 29 Palms 

•  BUYERS looking for Medical, Electronics & Similar companies.

•  8 Plus acres of divisible view LOTS in La Habra Heights

•  All Medical Retail Center in Gilbert, AZ (Very Decent CAP rate)

Rashmi Shah
USA graduate Interior Designer

SAHARA Raises $800,000 For Victims Of 
Domestic Violence And Elder Abuse

 India-West Staff Reporter

CERRITOS, CA – The South Asian 

Helpline and Referral Agency held its 

32nd annual gala at the Sheraton Cer-

ritos here, on September 24.  Over 250 

people enjoyed this year’s theme of 

“empowerment through education.” 

The keynote speaker was Dr. Jose 

Fierro – the President/Superinten-

dent of Cerritos Community College 

District. 

Over the course of the evening 

SAHARA raised nearly $800,000 to 

go towards its mission of providing 

support and wrap-around services 

for victims of Domestic Violence and 

Elder Abuse.

SAHARA also said over the course of the last 

year, it has served 2,460 individuals - a 37% in-

crease from the previous year.  “We endeavor to 

make a difference one life at a time by providing 

wrap-around programs for victims of domestic 

violence and elder abuse.  Many of our clients 

come to us with nowhere else to go and we provide 

them a safe place to grow and find true wellness 

of being,” stated Executive Director, James Jones. 

Established in 1990, providing services to 

survivors of all forms of abuse in the South 

Asian community by providing them with 

culturally sensitive and linguistically specific 

services.  Since inception SAHARA has provided 

wrap-around services to over 11,000 members 

of the  community.

Major supporters and donors Manu and Rika Shah. Several in the audience eagerly opened their wallets.

From left: Rohini Bedi, James Jones, Krutika Pranav and 
Representative from Congresswoman Harris’ Office.The Sahara team.


