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Droupadi Murmu India's New President

Prime Minister Narendra Modi congratulating India’s 15th President.

Murmu's election has electrified India.

 India’s first tribal President

* Youngest occupant of Rashtrapati Bhavan
* Only the second woman to hold the office
e First President to be born after independence

* First President from state of Odisha

India-West News Desk

NEW DELHI - The votes are in and tallied and Droupadi Murmu
has been declared the 15th President of India. After a day of count-
ing, Murmu, the National Democratic Alliance’s candidate, emerged
the winner against the opposition’s pick of Yashwant Sinha.

Contd. on p25

* Was first woman Governor of Jharkhand
* Is a Santhal, third largest tribe community
* Father and grandfather were village headmen

* Lost two young sons, husband dies of depression
a year later. One surviving daughter, Itishree.

Population: India Set to Surpass China in 2023 Says UN

India-West News Desk

NEW YORK, NY - The global
population is projected to reach
8 billion on November 15, with
India projected to surpass
China as the most populous
country in 2023, the UN said
on July 11 on World Popula-
tion Day.
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“It is a reminder of our shared
responsibility to care for our
planet and a moment to reflect
on where we still fall short of our
commitments to one another,
said UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres. The growth rate is
at its slowest since 1950, having
fallen under 1 percent in 2020, ac-
cording to the World Population
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Prospects 2022.

The world’s population could
grow to around 8.5 billion in
2030 and 9.7 billion in 2050
and peak at around 10.4 billion
during the 2080s. But the popu-
lation of the world is expanding
unevenly.

More than half of the projected
increase up to 2050 will be con-

centrated in eight countries:
Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, India,
Nigeria, Pakistan, the Philippines,
and Tanzania, it added.

With one of the lowest fertility
rates in the world (at 1.15 children
per woman), China has announced
that its population is due to start
declining next year - much earlier
than previously thought. That is
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despite the country abandoning
its one child policy in 2016 and
introducing incentives for couples
to have two or more children, the
BBC reported.

As India’s population continues
to grow it will almost certainly
overtake China as the country
with the biggest population in
the world.
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In New Jersey, BAPS Opens Its First Research Center in the US

bé

BAPS Swaminarayan Rese:
UNITED STATES OF A
RESEAR - H

Mahant Swami Maharaj maugurates the new research center. A blrd 5 eye view of the mauguratlon site.

Mahamahopadhyay Bhadreshdas Swami at the Research Institute.

India-West Staff Reporter

ROBBINSVILLE, NJ - The BAPS Swami-
narayan Research Institute, the first such
center of learning and research of In-
dian languages and Hindu scriptures in the
Swaminarayan tradition in the US, was in-
augurated here, at the site of Swaminarayan
Akshardham on June 18.

The event took place in the presence of over
115 representatives from over 50 Hindu tem-
ples and organizations, guests and scholars.

Hundreds of swamis and devotees
gathered to participate in a ‘Satsang Diksha
Homatmak Path’ which involved offerings
in a sacred fire while selected verses from
the ‘Satsang Diksha’ were recited. Chil-
dren sang Vedic peace prayers and recited
Sanskrit verses. Thousands witnessed the
historic ceremony in person and via live
telecast across North America and world-
wide, a press release said.

Mahant Swami Maharaj joined the
ceremony virtually from Ahmedabad, and

inaugurated the institute with the lighting of
the inaugural lamp symbolizing the spread-
ing of the light of knowledge throughout the
world. In his talk, he said, “Yogiji Maharaj
had envisioned such an institute and was
passionate about youths learning and dis-
coursing in Sanskrit. The research institute
has fulfilled this vision. May students excel
in their studies and work together to serve
society, expanding the circle of unity across
the world. In the spirit of “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam.”

Mahamahopadhyaya Bhadreshdas Swami
from India, leading scholar of Hindu phi-
losophy and Sanskrit, presided over the
inauguration. He delivered the institute’s
inaugural lecture and reinforced the mes-
sages of global harmony, public service and
educational excellence.

The impetus for the institute in Robbins-
ville has been a growing interest from mem-
bers of the community to learn Sanskrit
and gain a deeper understanding of Hindu
scriptures, the press release said.

CA Bay Area Devotees Throng TTD Organized Kalyanotsavam

India-West Staff Reporter

The Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanm
(TTD) organized a ‘Sri Venkateshwara
Kalyanotsavam’ at the Indian Community
Centre here, in association with the Siddhi
Vinayaka Cultural Center and other com-
munity organizations.

The 52nd Chairman of the Tirumala Tiru-
pati Devasthanam’s trust board Chairman
Subba Reddy, as well as other officials and
priests flew in from Tirupati to conduct
the event.

Over 2,500 enthusiastic devotees
thronged the event on June 18.

The Consul General of India in San Fran-

cisco, T.V. Nagen-
dra Prasad along
with his fam-
ily attended the
Kalyanotsavam
at the invitation
of TTD and other
organizers.
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Technical Program Managers

Fremont, CA & sites thruout US.
REQ: Bachelor’s with/without exp.

Positions available for
IT professionals w/any combination of following technologies:

AWS EC2, HTTPS, Java, JavaScript, RWD, Angular, Typescript,
Splunk, EImo, Confluence, SharePoint, COBOL, JCL, CICS, IMS DB,
DB2, NodelJS, ReactlJS, Ehcache f/w, Redis, REST APIs, Spring Boot,
Agile, React, ES6, Redux, GraphQL, HTML, CSS, SASS, D3JS, High-

Chart, Canvas Prgmmg, Teams/Slack, Jira, Selenium, NO-SQL,

Cloud (Azure, OCI), Git, Github, BitBucket, PowerBlI, Clarity.

Resume: Info Way Solutions, 46520 Fremont Blvd,

Ste 614, Fremont, CA 94538

Consul General Dr. Prasad and temple officials

Morari Bapu Lectures on the
Ramayana in Otario, CA

India- West News Desk

ONTARIO, CA - Just 35 miles east of downtown Los Angeles, the
Ontario Convention Center was the scene of huge crowds of Indian
Americans thronging for nine days, July 2- 10 to hear the master Morari
Bapu speak on India’s great epic, the Ramayana.

The center was packed with devotees not only from the Southern
California region but from throughout the US, India, and even Africa.

For Morari Bapu, it was his 899th Ramkatha in Hindi and once again
included his universal message of truth, love, and compassion. Draw-
ing from the work of Goswami Tulsidas, Morari Bapu gave a detailed
exposition of verses that combined in his talk, philosophy and bhakti,
moving the audience. His talks, as ever, pointed toward the practical
application of every spiritual learning.

The hosts of Morari Bapu were Rajubhai and Minalben Chollera who
were presented a proclamation of appreciation by the city of Cerritos.

(photo: Rajendra Vora)
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