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Elon Musk.

Chandrika Tandon.There were hectic scenes at Ahmedabad airport as the deportees arrived. 

Outrageous: Anti-Indian, Racist Staffer To Be Rehired By Musk
India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC -Elon Musk, 
acting with impunity as a non-
elected official, has announced 
that he would rehire Marko Elez, 
a former Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency (DOGE) employee, 
who had been previously fired 
for posting racist comments. The 
decision came after Elez resigned 
on February 6, following revela-
tions of the offensive posts, which 
were uncovered by The Wall Street 
Journal.

One of the posts, made in Sep-

tember, stated, “Normalize In-
dian hate,” while another said, 
“You could not pay me to marry 
outside of my ethnicity.” Musk, 
who runs X, conducted a poll 
asking whether Elez should be 
rehired, and 78% of his predict-
ably MAGA respondents voted 
in favor of bringing him back.

Musk’s decision to rehire Elez 
followed a supportive statement 
from Vice President JD Vance, 
who shared Musk’s post on X, 
which read, “He will be brought 
back. To err is human, to forgive 
divine.” Vance, while express-

ing disagreement with some of 
Elez’s posts, argued, “I don’t 
think stupid social media activity 
should ruin a kid’s life,” suggest-
ing that Elez should only be fired 
if he was truly a “bad dude or a 
terrible member of the team.”

Vance’s  comments have 
drawn further attention due to 
his wife, Usha Vance, being of 
Indian origin. She is the first 
Indian American Second Lady 
of the United States.

However, Vance’s support for 
Musk’s decision was met with 
criticism from Congressman 

Ro Khanna. Khanna questioned 
whether Elez would apologize 
for his racist post before being 
rehired, calling out the lack of ac-
countability for Elez’s actions. “If 
you are going to rehire someone 
to represent you & the USA, why 
not insist he apologize for saying 
‘Normalize Indian hate?’” Khanna 
emphasized.

Vance responded, defending his 
position by arguing that it is not 
“racist trolls” who threaten his 
children but a culture that fails 
to offer grace to those who make 

Chandrika Tandon 
Wins Grammy

Trump Deportations: 
Anger In India, US Official Posts, 

“You Will Be Removed”
India-West News Desk

NEW DELHI – Illegal Indian im-
migrants deported by the US arrived 
on February 6 at the Ahmedabad 
airport here. A US military C-17 
Globemaster aircraft carrying de-
ported Indian nationals had landed 
in Amritsar on February 5, carrying 
104 expelled Indian nationals.

The deportations have sparked 
anger and concern among political 
leaders and families of the return-
ees. Punjab NRI Affairs Minister 
Kuldeep Singh Dhaliwal expressed 
his frustration, urging Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to intervene. 
“Modiji calls Trump (former US 
President Donald Trump) his 
friend. I request PM Modi ji to 
speak to Trump to find a solution 
to this issue,” he stated.

Family members of the deported 
individuals reacted with a mix of 

India-West Staff Reporter

LOS ANGELES, CA – Chennai-
born Chandrika Tandon has made 
history by winning a Grammy 
Award for Best New Age, Ambient, 
or Chant Album at the 67th An-
nual Grammy Awards. Tandon, a 
71-year-old New York-based busi-
nesswoman and musician, received 
the honor for her album Triveni, a 
unique fusion of ancient mantras 
and world music. The award was 
presented during the ceremony 
held at the Crypto.com Arena here 
on February 3.

This Grammy win marks Tan-
don’s first victory and second 
nomination, following her 2010 
nod for Om Namo Narayana: Soul 
Call. This year, she was nominated 
alongside notable artists including 
producer Ricky Kej, sitar player 
Anoushka Shankar, and Indian-or-
igin British artist Radhika Vekaria.

relief and anxiety. One relative in 
Vadodara said, “I don’t know much. 
My daughter is back. We learned 
through the media that this was 
going to happen. I am just happy 
she is home safely.” Another fam-
ily member lamented the lack of 
communication, stating, “No one 
informed me. My son, daughter-

in-law, and grandchild were there. 
They never spoke to me on the 
phone. People are saying they will 
return, but I don’t know anything.”

Addressing the matter in Par-
liament, External Affairs Min-
ister S. Jaishankar said it was 
India’s responsibility to take 

Triveni is a seven-track album 
that creates a meditative journey 
aimed at promoting “inner heal-
ing.” A collaborative effort with 
South African flutist Wouter Kell-
erman and Japanese cellist Eru 
Matsumoto, the album merges 
their distinct musical styles, blend-
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Email: jrshah@pacbell.net

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

INTERIOR DESIGNER

SERVICES AVAILABLE

• Total Remodeling with Designing &   
  Decorating
• Custom Furniture
• Mural painting and lighting
• Full line of landscaping including         
  Pool, Spa,Gazebo and BBQ.
• Hotel/Motel/Restaurant Remodeling 
  and decorating

Email: rjinteriors@yahoo.com
Cell: (714) 335-8240

Brings Your Dream Come True

WE would help you to examine your RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL real estate portfolio and 
maximize your cashflow and appreciation including 1031 Tax deferred exchanges.

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, 
BUSINESS/INVESTMENT PROPERTIES & 

1031 TAX DEFERRED EXCHANGE EXPERT

714-335-9048

Jigar (JR) Shah, MBA
License# 01116918

Please call JR for information of 
COVID 19 on Real Estate

Commercial

Residential

•  Triplex for Sale in Dana Point

•  4 BD 3 BA in Fullerton

•  6 Bd 4 Ba in Anaheim Hills 

•  4 BD 3 BA townhome in West Los Angeles

•  4 Bd 4.5 Ba home in gated community in Riverside

•  Huge Parcel of Land 530+ Acres Offering endless   

   opportunities to develop - FOR SALE

•  A fully approved 3/4 acre flat lot in Carmichael

•  A profitable Dry Cleaners for sale in Costa Mesa

•  A profitable beer, meat & Groceries business in Long Beach

•  Six Units, 18 Units apartments for Sale in Downey.

•  All Medical Retail Center in Gilbert, AZ (Very Decent CAP rate)

•  Buyers looking for Manufacturing and 

    Non manufacturing companies.

Rashmi Shah
USA graduate Interior Designer
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DC Mid-Air Collision: 2 Indian Americans Killed
India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC – Two 
Indian Americans, Asra Hus-
sain Raza and Vikesh Patel, 
were among the 67 victims 
killed in the horrific mid-air 
collision near Washington, 
D.C., on January 29. The col-
lision, involving American 
Airlines Flight 5342 and an 
Army Black Hawk helicopter, 
occurred as the aircraft were 
approaching Ronald Reagan 
National Airport. The tragic in-
cident is the deadliest aviation 
disaster in the U.S. since 2001.

Asra Hussain Raza, a 
26-year-old Washington, D.C.-
based consultant, was on the flight 
for a work trip related to hospital 

who went out of her way for oth-
ers,” he recalled, reflecting on 
how she would stay on late-night 
calls to keep him company during 
emergency room shifts.

Raza, a 2020 graduate of Indi-
ana University with honors, had 
recently married her college sweet-
heart, Hamaad Raza, in August 
2023. Her husband shared the dev-
astating moment when he learned 
of the crash, revealing that she had 
texted him just 20 minutes before 
the flight’s scheduled landing. “By 
the time I got to the airport, my life 
had changed forever,” he said, re-
counting how emergency vehicles 
rushed past him as his texts to her 
went unanswered.

Vikesh Patel, a long-time em-
ployee at GE Aerospace, was also 

aboard the flight. Larry Culp, CEO 
of GE Aerospace, confirmed Patel’s 
death, expressing the company’s 
grief. “This is a tragedy not only 
for our industry but also for the 
GE Aerospace team,” Culp said in 
a statement.

Patel, who had recently transi-
tioned to the role of MRO Transfor-
mational Leader, had worked for 
GE Aerospace for over a decade in 
various capacities, including as an 
engine assembly engineer, produc-
tion planner, and senior operations 
manager. He was returning home 
after work related travel.

The outpouring on social media 
by fellow staffers and friends re-
membering and mourning Patel 
was immediate with many recalling 
his character and professionalism.

turnaround projects. The daughter 
of Indian immigrants, Raza was 
remembered by her father-in-law, 

Dr. Hashim Raza, as someone who 
always went above and beyond for 
others. “She was always someone 

Asra Hussain Raza

Aparna Hande

Vikesh Patel

SMAP Los Angeles Announces New 2025 Leadership Team 
India-West Staff Reporter

CERRITOS, CA – Shivaji Maharaj An-
tarrashtriya Parivar (SMAP), Los Angeles 
chapter, announced its new leadership 
team for 2025, focused on preserving the 
legacy of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. 

The team’s goals include networking, 
unity, community service, and leader-
ship, with initiatives such as SMAP 
Youth, SMAP Academy, and the SMAP 

Leadership Center, a press release said. 
Aparna Hande takes on the role of 

President, with Ashok Madan as Chair-
man. Key roles are filled by Bharat Saoji 
as Executive Vice President, Ashutosh 
Khisti as Executive Vice President, 
Jagdish Gaikwad as Vice President of 
Fundraising, Ramesh Thalli as Vice 
President of Media and Tech, Kewal 
Kanda as Vice President of Media, Sand-
eep Katre as Vice President of Dhol 

Tasha, Sonali Bhave as Vice President 
of Programs, Sudhir Pisal as Vice 
President of Cultural Affairs, Shailesh 
Shetye as Vice President of Logistics, 
Kamlesh Chauhan as Vice President of 
Public Relations, Dr. Rohini Joshi as 
Vice President of Health Services, and 
Anil Patil as Vice President of Events.

 Vilas Jadhav and Vasu Pawar serve as 
Past Presidents, and Vijay Patil continues 
as Founder/President of SMAP Global. 
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By KARTHICK RAMAK-
RISHNAN 			 
AND AKIL VOHRA

Recent actions taken by the 
Trump administration involving 
the removal and disruption of 
key federal public datasets have 
underscored a fundamental truth: 
Data is so essential, yet its value is 
not perceived until it is taken away.

Data informs everything we do—
from the efficiency of daily business 
transactions to the effective delivery 
of various public services. Scientists 
and policy makers alike rely on 
public data to understand the causes 
and consequences of pressing issues, 
and to produce solutions involving 
the public and private sectors alike. 

And visibility and recognition 
in data has been a decades-long 
priority for the Asian American, Na-
tive Hawaiian and Pacific Islander 
communities that we serve. Indeed, 
as researchers have noted, data dis-
aggregation is a civil rights issue for 
Asian Americans, ensuring access 
to critical benefits and protections.

Here are six essential ways 
that good data is foundation-
al to our country’s success:

1. Data Expertise is Critical for 
America’s Economic Success

Data science is quickly growing 
in popularity across the nation, and 
statistics has long been a require-
ment for business, economics, and 
many other social sciences.

• The World Economic Forum’s 
Future of Jobs Report indicates 
that Big Data Specialists will see 
the biggest growth in demand over 
the next five years. 

• The U.S. Department of Labor 
also notes strong demand and high 
salaries for data scientists in the 
coming years.

2. Good Data is Critical for 
America’s Global Competi-
tiveness

The United States continues to 
remain one of the most dynamic 
economies in the world, and “good 
data” plays a critical role in power-
ing the country’s competitiveness.

• The U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce notes that data “has long 
been a driver of the United States’ 
21st century economic leadership.”

• Population data plays a critical 
role in informing business deci-
sions, large and small—from stock 
market trends to the expansion 
plans of many small businesses.

3. Good Data Ensures Com-
munity Health and Well Being

Population health data helps us 

understand who is disproportion-
ately affected by various diseases, 
such as Hepatitis B, and how in-
vestments and treatments may 
need to vary across communities.

• The removal of health related 
data across federal agencies prevents 
physicians and hospitals from ef-
fectively serving their populations.

4. Government Efficiency is 
Impossible Without Good Data

Reliable and accurate data is 
critical for improving government 
efficiency. The removal of popula-
tion data collections harms the 
effectiveness of public programs.

• Population data on language 
needs in rural counties helps emer-
gency rooms run better. Translated 
documents reduce the likelihood of 

Threats To Public Data Harm All Americans 

costly medical mistakes.
• Data on community health 

needs helps local governments bet-
ter plan for staffing specialty care 
across various neighborhoods.

5. Data is Essential to Track 
and End Discrimination

Data on race, ethnicity, gender, 
disability and veteran status are 
critical to ensuring successful 
implementation of various anti-
discrimination laws, including the 
Civil Rights Act and the Voting 
Rights Act to the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, and the Uniformed 
Services Employment and Reem-
ployment Rights Act (USERRA).

• Federal agencies should be 
pushing for improvements in these 
data collections, including making 

them more timely and accessible to 
the public. 

6. Removing Public Data 
Amounts to Government Cen-
sorship

The Trump White House issued 
an executive order entitled “Re-
storing Freedom of Speech and 
Ending Federal Censorship.” The 
executive order states, “Govern-
ment censorship of speech is intol-
erable in a free society.” We agree. 

• Freedom of speech is critical to 
government accountability, civic en-
gagement, and journalistic integrity.

• Data is foundational to these 
values as it enables an informed pub-
lic discourse. The removal of data 
from federal government websites 
amounts to government censorship.

Simply put, good data is fun-
damental to upholding America’s 
success, its laws and its values. 
We are less safe as a nation when 
8,000+ web pages and population 
health databases went missing 
across many federal agencies. 

Regardless of one’s political ide-
ology, we must fight for the sanctity 
and integrity of good data. 

(Ramakrishnan is founder and 
executive director of AAPI Data 
and Vohra is director of policy at 
AAPI Data. (For more:aapidata.com)

White Supremacists And The Far Right Are The Real 
Threat To America’s Security

By PETER SCHURMANN

Donald Trump’s continued at-
tacks on immigrants as criminals 
divert attention and, critically, 
resources from the very real threat 
posed by white supremacists and 
far right violence.

Donald Trump has ridden the 
xenophobic political tiger into the 
White House once again, convincing 
Americans that immigrants in this 
country are an existential threat to our 
safety and the wellbeing of the nation.

It’s a politically effective trope 
that in practice diverts attention 
and, critically, resources from the 
very real threat posed by white su-
premacists and far right violence.

“This is a problem that infects all 
our society,” says Mike German, a 
former FBI agent who spent years 

undercover working to expose far 
right and white supremacist groups 
operating within law enforcement. 
“It is not a matter that pops up once 
in a while. It is a constant problem.”

Despite Trump’s continued lam-
basting of migrants as criminals, 
rapists and thieves—descriptions 
used to justify his campaign of mass 
deportations—data show that as a 
group, immigrants, legal or otherwise, 
commit far fewer crimes than Ameri-
can born citizens, and in fact may have 
an overall mitigating effect on crime.

Violence and terrorism com-
mitted by adherents of white su-
premacist and far right ideologies, 
on the other hand, have been rising 
steadily over the past decade, sur-
passing threats posed by Islamist 
extremists and other ideologically 
motivated groups, jeopardizing 

public safety and even the founda-
tions of our democracy.

And, says German, the perva-
siveness of white supremacist and 
far right ideologies within local, 
state and federal law enforcement 
agencies, including the agency he 
once worked for, makes this threat 
all the more pernicious.

The starkest example of that 
threat is the January 6, 2020, attack 
on the US Capitol.“Many people 
were shocked when so many police 
were involved,” notes German. 
“But there were military officials, 
and elected representatives also 
involved,” he said, a sign of just how 
widespread these ideas have become 
within agencies and offices ostensi-
bly in charge of protecting the public.

One of Trump’s first actions in of-
fice was to pardon participants in the 

January 6 assault, a move German 
says is an “an acknowledgement that 
he is not on law enforcement’s side.” 
Some 174 police officers were injured 
and one later died following the attack.

An investigation by Reuters in 
2022 painted an alarming portrait 
of “white supremacist infiltra-
tion within law enforcement,” as 
well as ties between officers and 
instructors, with extremist groups 
including the Proud Boys and the 
Oath Keepers, both of which are 
linked to the events of Jan. 6.

German traces a through line 
from the creation of the Depart-
ment of Justice in 1870 specifically 
intended to target racist violence 
perpetrated by the Ku Klux Klan to 
the emergence of Jim Crow laws de-
signed to uphold white supremacy.

“People tend to forget that US law 

enforcement systems built at this 
time were meant to enforce white 
supremacy,” he says. “This is why 
it is so persistent in policing today.”

It also explains why important sig-
nals warning of possible violence on 
Jan. 6 were missed or ignored by law 
enforcement. “For a long time, the 
FBI had not prioritized investigations 
of far-right violence. They focused on 
anarchists, anti-fascists, and even 
environmentalists. Groups that were 
far less violent,” says German.

Neither the FBI nor the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security collect 
data on acts of domestic terrorism 
committed by white supremacists 
and the far right, he adds, often as-
cribing them to “lone wolves” rather 
than acknowledging “what is a more 
networked movement.”

 (Ethnic Media Services)

AI-generated content may be incorrect. 

Source: Future of Jobs Report 2025, World Economic Forum
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(562) 443-4040  |  info@buildrite.us  |  www.buildrite.us

BUILDRITE CONSTRUCTION

TURNKEY CONSTRUCTION SOLUTIONS
Buildrite is a one stop solution for all your Design and Construction requirements. We cater
to a variety of residential and commercial projects offering end to end turnkey solutions.

DESIGN BUILD PROCESS ADUs and JADUs

CUSTOM HOMESADDITIONS

Design Build is a construction process that provides owners 
with a single point of contact for both the design and 
construction phases of a project. Buildrite is a full-service 
design and build company offering following services.

We take off all the burden from your shoulders - just let us 
know your requirement and we will turn your vision into 
reality ensuring that your project is finished on time and 
within budget.

New California laws make it easier than ever to build an acces-
sory dwelling unit (ADU) on your property. Now CALFHA is 
offering a grant for up to $40,000 for building ADUs.

An ADU is a secondary housing unit on a single-family residen-
tial lot. It can be attached to the primary house like a convert-
ed garage, or unattached like a free-standing cottage. You 
can create an ADU/JADU from a new or existing structure.

Creating a custom home is a large undertaking and you want 
to make the process as simple and enjoyable as possible. 
Buildrite offers ground up construction either from an unde-
veloped parcel of land or by demolishing an existing struc-
ture and building a new one in its place. We can help you with 
the whole process from concept to completion.

With sky-rocketing property prices and rapidly increasing 
demand for residential space it makes more sense to maxi-
mize the covered area in your lot. Be it room additions on the 
ground floor or constructing a new second floor on your exist-
ing house our team can help realize your vision.

Additions can be complicated as we must ensure that both 
new construction and the old structures comply with code. 
We work closely with city planning and building to ensure 
that new additions comply with the local requirements.

Plus - Multifamily units, Apartments and various other Commercial Projects. 
Give us a call today to discuss your project.

• Conceptual design
• Estimation
• Architectural and structural design
• Approvals, Licenses and Permits
• Utility agencies approvals

• Material procurement
• Construction
• Inspections
• Final delivery

• Maximize lot utilization
• Improve your existing layouts
• Expand your first floor
• Add a second floor

• Conceptual design 
• Various architectural design styles 
• Latest Features and Technologies
• Plans and approvals
• Construction
• Code compliance & Inspections
• Final delivery and handover
• Warranty

• Independent residential unit up to 1200 sf
• Attached, Detached, Converted space
• Rental, Secondary unit, Granny unit, Office
• Various layouts – Studio, 1-, 2- and 3-bedroom units
• Maximize lot utilization
• JADUs up to 500 sf
• Raise your property’s value



P6 – FEBRUARY 2025 		  INDIA WEST

COMMUNITY
Prakash Shah Elected GOPIO President 

As New Leadership Team Sworn In
India-West Staff Reporter 

LOS ANGELES, CA – The 
Global Organization of Peo-
ple of Indian Origin (GOPIO) 
held its election last month, 
with the new leadership 
team sworn in on January 
31 during a virtual Zoom cer-
emony. Veteran community 
leader Prakash Shah of New 
Jersey was elected president. 
A longtime GOPIO member, 
Shah was a Founder Life 
Member when the organiza-
tion was established in 1989 
and previously served as 
Chairman of the New Jersey 
Development Authority.

Joining him in leadership 
roles are Umesh Chandra, a 
media and community lead-
er from Brisbane, Australia, 
as Executive Vice President; 
Kewal Kanda, a Los Angeles-
area community leader, as Vice 
President; and Jasbir “Nami” 
Kaur, a former IBM official and 
New York-based social activist, as 
Global Ambassador. Also elected 
were International Coordinators 
Ishwar Ramlatchman for Africa 
and Dhiraj Ahuja for South Asia.

Given the international pres-

ence of GOPIO’s officers, the oath 
ceremony was conducted virtually 

undertaken during his tenure and 
expressed gratitude to his team. 

and began with a universal prayer. 
GOPIO International Chairman Dr. 
Thomas Abraham welcomed par-
ticipants from across the globe and 
provided a brief history of the or-
ganization’s founding and achieve-
ments over the past 36 years.

Outgoing President Lal Mot-
wani reflected on the initiatives 

Dr. Abraham then administered 
the Oath of Office to the newly 
elected officials.

Following the ceremony, the 
new leadership team outlined their 
plans for GOPIO, while several 
GOPIO chapter presidents and 
community leaders shared con-
gratulatory remarks.

SF Consulate Hosts First 
Consular Camp In Hawaii

India-West Staff Reporter

HONOLULU, HI –The 
Consulate General of In-
dia in San Francisco, in 
collaboration with VFS 
Global, held its inaugu-
ral “Consular Camp” on 
January 18. The event, 
organized in partnership 
with the Indian-American 
Friendship Council (IAFC) 
Hawaii Chapter and the 
International Society of 
Krishna Consciousness 
(ISKCON) temple, aimed 
to provide essential con-
sular services to the Indian com-
munity in the state.

Dr. K. Srikar Reddy, Consul Gen-
eral of India, was given a tour of the 
temple where the camp was held, 
by temple official Sundarnanda 
Das. He encouraged attendees to 
contact the consulate or VFS staff 
in San Francisco for assistance 
with a variety of services, includ-
ing passport applications, visas 
and OCI cards. The consular camp 
saw a large turnout from the Indian 
community, offering an oppor-
tunity for residents to access key 
consular services closer to home.

The event’s activities were co-

ordinated by the IAFC Hawaii 
Chapter, with contributions from 

its President Dr. Raj Kumar and 
members Lynellus J. Boyd (Vice-
President), Debbie Young, Ravi 
Shivaraman, Prof. Marc Jason 
Gilbert, Shanti Bott, Mark Sam-
mon, and Pradeep Arora from the 
Gandhi International Institute for 
Peace (GIIP).

The consul general also visited 
a statue of Mahatma Gandhi in 
Waikiki, where he paid tribute to 
the leader by draping a Hawaiian 
lei and offering flowers.

His visit also included meet-
ings with Hawaii’s Governor Josh 
Green and State Senator Mike 
Gabbard at the State Capitol.
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49 years of tour planning experience! 

Jaya Travel’s
2025 Europe Tours

For details

15 Days | 14 Nights
STARTING AT 

$3,499*

GRAND WONDERS
OF EUROPE
United Kingdom | France | 
Belgium | Netherlands | Germany | 
Switzerland | Liechtenstein | 
Austria | Italy | Vatican City

10 Days | 9 Nights
STARTING AT 

$2,499*

GRAND 
FASCINATING 
EUROPE
United Kingdom | France | 
Switzerland | Liechtenstein

 9 Days | 8 Nights
STARTING AT 

$1,799*

EUROPEAN
HIGHLIGHTS
France | Switzerland | 
Italy | Vatican City

  13 Days | 12 Nights
STARTING AT 

$3,199*

GRAND 
EXCLUSIVE 
EUROPE
United Kingdom | France | 
Switzerland | Austria | 
Italy | Vatican City

11 Days | 10 Nights
STARTING AT 

$2,499*

EXCLUSIVE 
EUROPE
France | Switzerland | 
Austria | Italy | Vatican City

8 Days | 7 Nights
STARTING AT 

$1,999*

FASCINATING 
EUROPE
France | Switzerland | 
Liechtenstein

13 Days | 12 Nights
STARTING AT 

$2,899*

THE BEST 
OF EUROPE
France | Belgium | Netherlands | 
Germany | Switzerland | 
Liechtenstein | Austria | 
Italy | Vatican City 

*Prices are land only per person based on double occupancy. For �ight and fare options, call Jaya Travel. Additional terms and conditions apply.

• Daily Indian vegetarian and non-vegetarian meals with 
Jain or Swami Narayan food available with request

• Guaranteed departure dates April through October
• Sightseeing, excursions, entrance fees, and transfers

• Superior hotel accommodations
• Jaya Travel tour manager throughout the tour 
• and more!

All-inclusive land packages with:

Early Bird Special: 
Febuary 28th and save $150
To Book Call 1-800-209-0187 
or Email letsgo@jayatravel.com

Covered California Reaching Out To Fire Victims
India-West Staff Reporter

SACRAMENTO, CA – Cov-
ered California has announced 
a special-enrollment period for 
residents of Los Angeles and 
Ventura counties, where a state of 
emergency has been declared due 
to the Palisades and Eaton Fires 
that have destroyed over 12,000 
homes and displaced hundreds of 
thousands of Californians.

“These fires have caused un-
precedented destruction and have 
upended the lives of so many living 
in Southern California,” said Cov-
ered California Executive Director 
Jessica Altman. “Everyone who is 
uninsured and has been affected 
by these fires, directly or indirectly, 
will have an extended opportunity 
to obtain health insurance through 
Covered California or Medi-Cal 
over the next two months.”

Californians have 60 days from 
the date that the state of emer-

gency was declared in their county 
to sign up for coverage, so this 
special-enrollment period will last 
until March 8.

Other resources made available 
to Californians affected by the fires 
can be found here:

· Los Angeles County Resources: 
https://recovery.lacounty.

gov/resources/
· State of California Resources: 
https://www.ca.gov/

LAfires/
Special Enrollment Will Con-

tinue to Offer Expanded Financial 
Help for 2025

Those signing up for coverage 
will be eligible for more financial 
help than ever before, as Cov-
ered California has enhanced its 
cost-sharing reduction program 
for 2025. These cost-sharing 
reductions lessen the cost of ac-
cessing health care by lowering 
out-of-pocket costs when they seek 
medical care, including eliminat-

of the fed-
eral poverty 
level (which 
is $30,120 
for a single 
person and 
$62,400 for 
a family of 
four), while 
those under 
200 percent 
of the fed-
eral poverty 
l e v e l  w i l l 
continue to 
have access 
t o  h i g h e r 
l e v e l s  o f 
benefits.

Nearly 
90 percent 
of Covered 
California’s 

over 1.8 million enrollees receive 
financial help. Two-thirds of those 
enrollees are eligible for health in-
surance for $10 or less per month, 
and nearly half could get a compre-
hensive Silver plan for that price. 

“The rebuilding of these won-
derful communities of Los Angeles 
will be a massive undertaking, 
but we know Southern Califor-
nians are resilient and ready for 
the challenges ahead,” Altman 
said. “Rebuilding will take time 
and persistence, but investing in 
your mental and physical health 
is fundamental. As you begin to 
reconstruct your homes and lives, 
know that health care is within 
reach and Covered California is 
here to help.”

Coming into open enroll-
ment, data from the California 
Simulation of Insurance Markets 
(CalSIM), a model created by the 
UCLA Center for Health Policy 
Research, showed that of the 
1.3 million uninsured Califor-
nians who qualify for subsidies 
through Covered California or 
are eligible for Medi-Cal cover-
age, 356,000 of them reside in 
Southern California.

Signing Up for Coverage Is Easy
Consumers can learn more 

about their options by visiting Cov-
eredCA.com, where they can easily 
find out if they qualify for financial 
help and see the coverage options 
in their area. Those interested in 
learning more about their coverage 
options can also:

· Get free and confidential assis-
tance over the phone, in a variety of 
languages, from one of more than 
14,000 certified agents and commu-
nity-based organizations throughout 
the state that provide free, confiden-
tial help in whatever language or 
dialect consumers prefer.

· Have a certified enroller call 
them and help them for free.

· Use Covered California’s online 
calculator tool: CoveredCA.com,

· Call Covered California at 
(800) 300-1506.

ing deductibles in all three Silver 
cost-sharing reduction plans.

The cost-sharing reduction 

program for out-of-pocket costs 
is available to all Californians 
with incomes above 200 percent 
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$650,000 Raised At Event Headlined By Jay Shetty 
To Support LA Fire Survivors

India-West News Desk

BEVERLY HILLS, CA – In the wake of 
the devastating wildfires that have ravaged 
Southern California, the city’s philanthropic 
community has come together to provide 
much-needed relief to those affected. One of 
impactful effort came from an event spear-
headed by Indian Americans 
Jay Shetty, renowned author 
and podcast host, and real 
estate investor Anita Verma-
Lallian, on Jan 26.

Held at Hotel Bel-Air, the 
event attracted 200 high-
profile Indian American and 
philanthropic leaders.

Jay Shetty, who has made 
Los Angeles his home for 
nearly seven years, reflected 
on the deeper lessons found 
in times of hardship: “In 
moments of great tragedy 
and stress, we often look 
for certainty, try to look for 
stability… things we can 
hold onto. Those are very 
natural things to seek. The 
spiritual path is not to look 
for certainty in times of uncertainty. It is to 
look for service. To look for opportunities to 
serve and give back, help others, and uplift. 
Because if we look for certainty, you may 
never find it.”

Anita Verma-Lallian who recently 
made headlines after purchasing the 
former home of ‘Friends’ star Matthew 
Perry, is the founder of Camelback 
Productions, the first South Asian-
owned film production company in the 
US. The company posted that the fun-
draiser had brought in over $650,000.

The funds raised have been earmarked to 
support Baby2Baby, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that has been instrumental in delivering 
emergency supplies to children and families 
affected by the fires. Social media posts said 

it has already distributed over 6 million 
emergency supplies, including diapers, food, 
formula, and water, to support families and 
children in need.

The event featured appearances from 
comedians Lilly Singh and Kumail Nanjiani, 
the latter of whom had previously hosted a 
separate comedy benefit in LA with all pro-
ceeds benefiting the California Fire Founda-

tion’s Wildfire & Disaster Relief Fund.
Attendees were also treated to a silent 

auction with exclusive items, including 
tickets to Elton John’s Academy Awards 
Watch Party, a Beatles-signed guitar, and 
a 3-carat diamond ring. In a moment of 
collective healing, Jay Shetty led the guests 
in a heartfelt meditation during the Hotel 
Bel-Air ballroom event.

As we are all aware, the devastating wildfi res 
in Southern California have left a tragic trail 
of destruction, displacing countless families 
and claiming numerous lives.

Chinmaya Mission has received many calls 
from members of the community here and 
from around the country, expressing their 
desire to help victims of the fi res.

In response, we have launched a targeted 
fundraising initiative to provide much-
needed assistance to wildfi re victims 

About: Chinmaya Mission Los Angeles is dedicated to spreading the knowledge of 
Vedanta to as many people as possible, regardless of their background. 

Chinmaya Mission also actively participates in addressing the needs of our communities 
including supporting the educational and nutritional needs of children facing poverty in 
the Orange County area.

and will be working with two reputable 
organizations: World Central Kitchen, which 
is supplying food and hot meals to those 
in need and Greater Good Charities, which 
is providing critical emergency aid to fi re 
victims.

If you or someone you know would like to 
support this cause, we urge you to contribute 
to our e� orts. Chinmaya Mission has a long-
standing reputation for transparency in its 
global initiatives, and this e� ort will be no 
exception.

With the assurance that your donation will reach 
the victims, you can send payments big or small:

Zelle: 
disasterrelief@chinmayala.org 
Mention “LA Fire Fund” in the description.

PayPal: https://www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/
charity/1455869 
Mention “LA Fire Fund” in the description.

Checks:
Make it payable to “CMLA.” 
Mention “LA Fire Fund” in the memo area. 

Scan QR Code:

For more details: 
https://chinmayala.org/fi res/

LOS ANGELES 
FIRE FUND
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Fresno City Becomes First In US To Name School After A Sikh

India-West Staff Reporter

FRESNO, CA – Fresno’s Cen-
tral Unified School District has 
made history by naming a new el-
ementary school after a Sikh. The 
school board voted 6-1 on Janu-
ary 28 to name the new campus, 
located at Shields and Brawley 
avenues, Jaswant Singh Khalra 
Elementary. When it opens in 
August 2025, it will be the first 
public school in North America 

named after a person of Sikh de-
scent, a media release said.

The district serves a large Punjabi 
Sikh community, with 1,700 stu-
dents—10.55% of the total student 
population—identifying as Punjabi/
Southeast Asian, according to The 
Fresno Bee. Punjabi students are 
expected to make up 9% of the new 
school’s enrollment, it added.

Jaswant Singh Khalra Elemen-
tary will be Central Unified’s 15th 
elementary school, with a capacity 

of over 600 students from pre-
school to sixth grade. The campus 
will include a multi-purpose build-
ing with an outdoor amphitheater, 
play courts, and modern baseball, 
softball, and soccer fields.

Calling the vote a “historic mo-
ment”, Central Unified School 
District Board of Trustees Presi-
dent Naindeep Singh Chann, in 
a statement said he was proud 
to support the naming alongside 
Trustees Nabil Kherfan, Yesenia Z. 

Carillo, Karla Kirk, Jaspreet Singh 
Sidhu, and Natalie Chavez.

Khalra was a bank director in 
Amritsar, who in the early 1990s 
dedicated himself to investigating 
the disappearances and extrajudi-
cial killings by Punjab police. His 
daughter, Navkiran Kaur Khalra, is a 
Fresno State alumna who now works 
in the Bay Area. In 2017, Fresno 
honored Khalra’s legacy by naming 
a park after him, located about two 
miles from the new school.

Popular Punjabi singer and actor 
Diljit Dosanjh took to Instagram 
to celebrate the recognition, call-
ing the move “historic.” Dosanjh 
is set to bring Khalra’s story to the 
big screen in an upcoming biopic 
Punjab 95, where he will portray 
the late human rights activist who 
was abducted and murdered in 
1995. It led to the conviction and 
sentencing of six Punjab police 
officials later. Punjab 95 is set for 
an international release on Feb. 7.

SoCal Edison Says Its Equipment Might Have Caused LA Fires
India-West News Desk

LOS ANGELES, CA – South-
ern California Edison (SCE), a 
subsidiary of Edison Interna-
tional, is investigating whether 
its equipment contributed to the 
ignition of two wildfires in the 
Los Angeles area.

The wildfires, including the 
Eaton Fire, began on January 7, 
causing significant damage, in-
cluding fatalities and destruction 
of homes. SCE operates in areas 
affected by the Eaton Fire, which 
is under investigation.

SCE stated that recent evi-
dence, such as videos from exter-
nal parties, suggests a potential 
connection to its equipment. 
However, the company empha-
sized that no definitive signs—
such as broken conductors or 
burn marks—have been found 

to indicate its equipment caused 
the fire.

The company plans to conduct 
a physical inspection of transmis-
sion lines in the Altadena area as 
part of its investigation, which is 
expected to take several months.

SCE also provided an update on 
the Hurst Fire, which started near 
Tower 6 north of Saddle Ridge 
Road. The cause of that fire is 
still under investigation, and the 
company is cooperating with fire 
investigators, it said. The Hurst 
Fire, reported on January 7, was 
contained by January 16, after 
burning approximately 799 acres.

SCE, along with other electric 
utilities,  is facing increased 
scrutiny following these wild-
fires, which are expected to be 
the costliest natural disaster in 
U.S. history. 

(with inputs from Reuters)



FEBRUARY 2025 – P11INDIA WEST

BUSINESS
Aneesh Sohoni Named CEO Of Teach For 

America, Is Passionate About Equity
I n d i a - W e s t 
Staff Reporter

NEW YORK, NY – 
Teach For America 
(TFA) has named 
Indian American 
Aneesh Sohoni as 
its next chief execu-
tive officer, effective 
April 15. A Teach For 
America alumnus 
and a dedicated ad-

vocate for educational equity, 
Sohoni will take over from Elisa 
Villanueva Beard, who has served 
TFA for 27 years.

Sohoni, a Minneapolis native 
and the son of Indian immigrants, 
brings a deeply personal connec-
tion to TFA’s mission. Growing 
up in a vibrant immigrant com-
munity, he witnessed firsthand 
the transformative power of edu-
cation. After graduating college, 
he joined TFA’s Twin Cities corps 

in 2009, teaching high school 
English near his childhood home. 
His classroom included many 
Somali, Kenyan, and Ethiopian 
English learners, an experience 
that shaped his understanding of 
the potential in every student and 
the systemic barriers they face.

Inspired by his students, Sohoni 
dedicated his career to advancing 
educational opportunities. He 
went on to serve as the executive 
director of TFA Greater Chicago-

Northwest Indiana, where he 
strengthened partnerships and 
expanded programs to support 
student success.

Reflecting on his journey, So-
honi has also credited his family’s 
immigrant story for fueling his 
commitment to educational equity. 
“Access to education has the power 
to unlock a life full of possibil-
ity,” he said. “At TFA, I saw how 
students could defy expectations 
when given the right support and 
opportunities. That experience 
continues to inspire me every day.”

Sohoni joins TFA at a critical 
moment as the organization works 
toward its ambitious 2030 goals, 
which include improving literacy 
and math achievement and in-
creasing the number of students 
who graduate college or are career-
ready. “I am inspired by what is 
possible,” Sohoni said.

US Bribery 
Indictment: 
Adani Hires 
Law Firms

India-West News Desk

NEW YORK, NY – Adani Green 
has hired independent law firms to 
review a U.S. indictment against 
founder Gautam Adani and senior 
executives for allegedly paying 
$265 million in bribes to secure 
power contracts. The company, in 
a regulatory filing on January 23, 
emphasized its compliance with 
applicable laws but did not disclose 
the law firms’ names.

The indictment, filed in No-
vember 2024, charges Adani, his 
nephew Sagar Adani, and Manag-
ing Director Vneet S. Jaain with 
bribery and misleading U.S. in-
vestors. The case centers around a 
2021 solar energy deal in Andhra 
Pradesh, awarded under question-
able circumstances. Adani Green 
has denied the bribery allegations, 
calling them “baseless.”

While the company is not named 
as a defendant, concerns about the 
charges have led to some partners 
and investors reassessing their 
involvement, with TotalEnergies 
halting further investments in the 
Adani Group. Adani Green’s shares 
have dropped over 27% since the 
indictment was made public.
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Aravind Srinivas Challenges Elon Musk To 
Stop His $500B Fundraising From USAID
India-West News Desk

SAN FRANCISCO, CA – Aravind 
Srinivas, CEO of the AI search 
engine Perplexity AI, has openly 
challenged Tesla owner Elon Musk 
to prevent him from raising $500 
billion from the U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Devel-
opment (USAID).

“Considering 
r a i s i n g  $ 5 0 0 B 
f r o m  U S A I D . 
Funding secured. 
Stop me if you can 
@elonmusk. What 
is USAID?” Srinivas posted on X 
(formerly Twitter).

This post came days after both 
Musk and former President Don-
ald Trump called for the closure of 
USAID. On February 7, a federal 
judge temporarily paused the ad-
ministration’s plan to put 2,200 
USAID workers on paid leave, 
adding to the ongoing controversy 
surrounding the agency’s future.

31-year old Srinivas, who co-
founded Perplexity AI in 2022, is 
no stranger to the tech world. An 
alumnus of IIT-Madras and the 
University of California, Berke-
ley, Srinivas previously worked at 
OpenAI, Google, and DeepMind, 
before returning to OpenAI as a 

research scientist.
P e r p l e x i t y  A I , 

backed by high-pro-
file investors like Jeff 
Bezos, has quickly 
established itself as 
a leading AI-powered 
search engine.

Srinivas’s chal-
lenge  to  Musk 
comes as  both 
Musk and Trump 
criticize USAID, 
with Trump calling 
it a “criminal orga-
nization” and Musk 
describing it as be-
ing “run by radical 
lunatics.” While protests have oc-
curred in Washington, DC, against 
the idea of dismantling the agency, 
Srinivas is using the moment to 
draw attention to his own ambitious 
fundraising plans, setting the stage 
for a high-profile clash with Musk.

In the past, the two have had 
cordial interactions regarding 

immigration 
and the Chennai 
born  Srinivas 
getting his green 
card. Recently 
he had tweeted, 
“ E x c i t e d  f o r 
Elon and Vivek 
to make legal im-
migration bet-
ter. I would even 

push for a higher application fee 
(eg 2x) in exchange for high quality 
fast service. Think about immigra-
tion to America as you investing in 
the country. Should be as simple as 
you uploading documents from a 
mobile app, Apple Pay, interview 
scheduled in a week, and results 
arriving to you in a month.”

Gunjan Kedia Becomes First 
Woman CEO Of U.S. Bancorp

School. She holds an MBA from 
Carnegie Mellon University and a 
bachelor’s degree from the Delhi 
School of Engineering. Kedia em-
phasized the bank’s commitment 
to integrity and innovation as she 
prepares to take the helm.

“U.S. Bancorp is a truly special 
place that allows us to do meaning-
ful work and build lasting relation-
ships with millions of clients,” 
Kedia said. “We will build on a 
solid foundation of integrity and 
doing business the right way to 
drive growth.” 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN – Gunjan 
Kedia has been named the next 
chief executive officer of U.S. Ban-
corp, becoming one of the most 
influential women in the financial 
sector. The company announced 
on January 28 that Kedia, cur-
rently president, will take over 
as CEO following the annual 
shareholders meeting on 
April 15. She will also join 
the Board of Directors.

Kedia, 54, will suc-
ceed Andy Cecere, who 
will transition to ex-
ecutive chairman while 
continuing to lead the 
board and supporting 
Kedia in her new role.

Before U.S. Bancorp, 
she held global executive roles at 
State Street Financial and BNY 
Mellon and worked in leadership 
positions at McKinsey & Company 
and PwC.

Recognized as a seven-time hon-
oree on American Banker’s Most 
Powerful Women in Banking and Fi-
nance list, Kedia has also been named 
twice to Barron’s 100 Most Influential 
Women in U.S. Finance list.

In addition to her financial ex-
pertise, she serves on the boards 
of PBS, the American Red Cross, 
and Carnegie Mellon Business 
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Caltech’s Anima Anandkumar, Arvind Krishna Of 
IBM Among TIME’s AI Impact Award Winners

India-West News Desk

NEW YORK, NY – Two Indian 
Americans, Arvind Krishna and 
Anima Anandkumar, have been 
recognized among the winners 
of the 2025 TIME100 AI Im-
pact Awards, which honor global 
leaders shaping the future of ar-
tificial intelligence. The award, 
introduced in 2022, celebrates 
individuals who are using AI to 
revolutionize industries, solve 
complex problems, and drive 
meaningful change. 

Anima Anandkumar: Pio-
neering AI for Scientific Dis-
covery

Caltech professor Anima Anan-
dkumar is at the forefront of 
integrating AI with scientific 
research, accelerating discover-
ies across physics, medicine, and 
climate science wrote Tharin Pil-
lay. Her work centers on “neural 
operators,” a revolutionary AI 
framework that models complex 
physical systems with unparal-
leled speed and accuracy. 

Anandkumar’s breakthroughs 
include the AI-driven weather 
model FourCastNet, which gener-
ates highly accurate week-long 
forecasts in seconds—thousands of 

times faster than conventional 
models. The technology has 
already proven its value in 
predicting extreme weather 
events like Hurricane Beryl 
in 2024.

Her AI-driven simulations 
extend to nuclear fusion, 
where she and her team col-
laborated with the U.K. Atom-
ic Energy Agency to model 
plasma behavior a million 
times faster than existing 
techniques. This innovation 
helps predict and prevent 
potentially disastrous dis-
ruptions in fusion reactors, 
bringing the world closer to 
sustainable clean energy.

Beyond physics, Anandku-
mar’s AI models have made 
significant contributions to 
healthcare. In 2023, she helped 
design a catheter that reduces 
bacterial contamination a hun-
dredfold, potentially lowering the 
risk of infections for over a million 
patients annually. 

Arvind Krishna: Steering 
IBM Toward Specialized AI

IBM CEO Arvind Krishna has 
positioned the company as a leader 
in specialized AI, prioritizing ef-
ficiency and targeted applications 

over the massive, resource-inten-
sive models favored by competitors 
like OpenAI and Google. Under 
his leadership, IBM has focused 
on creating smaller, more cost-
effective AI tools tailored to specific 
industries, allowing businesses to 
enhance productivity without the 
need for billion-dollar investments 
in general-purpose AI models said 
writer and Billy Perrigo.

Krishna’s strategy gained vali-

dation when the Chinese AI lab 
DeepSeek released an efficient 
open-source model in early 2025, 
raising concerns about the long-
term profitability of large-scale AI 
ventures. Around the same time, 
IBM announced a 10% increase 
in AI-driven software sales, sur-
passing market expectations and 
boosting its stock to an all-time 
high of $240 billion.

Beyond AI, Krishna is betting 

big on quantum computing, a field 
IBM has heavily invested in. He 
predicts that by 2030, quantum 
breakthroughs will revolutionize 
industries much like mainframes 
and personal computers did in 
the past. If successful, Krishna 
believes IBM could reclaim its 
dominance in the tech sector, 
establishing itself as the go-to 
leader in quantum and AI-driven 
solutions.

Anima Anandkumar. Arvind Krishna. Photo: TIME
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4 Indian Americans, 1 American 
Among Padma Awardees 2025

India-West News Desk

On the eve of Republic Day, the Gov-
ernment of India announced the pres-
tigious Padma Awards. These awards, 
among India’s highest civilian honors, 
are presented annually in three catego-
ries: Padma Vibhushan (exceptional 
and dist inguished service) ,  Padma 
Bhushan (distinguished service of high 
order), and Padma Shri (distinguished 
service in any field).

This year’s Padma honorees include:
Padma Bhushan
Vinod Dham: 
Known as the “Father of the Pentium 

Chip,” Dham was recognized for his 
groundbreaking contributions to micro-
processor technology. A graduate of Delhi 
College of Engineering and the University 
of Cincinnati, he is the founding manag-
ing partner of Indo-US Venture Partners, 
fostering innovation and entrepreneurial 
collaboration between India and the U.S.

Padma Shri
Sethuraman Panchanathan: 
Director of the U.S. National Science 

Foundation (NSF), Panchanathan has sig-
nificantly influenced global research policy 
in artificial intelligence, computing, and 
robotics. Under his leadership, the NSF has 
advanced innovation in STEM. Before his 
NSF tenure, he was a professor and innova-
tion leader at Arizona State University.

Ajay V. Bhatt: 
The computer architect behind the cre-

ation of the Universal Serial Bus (USB), 
Bhatt revolutionized global connectivity. 
Currently an Intel Senior Fellow, he contin-
ues to drive technological advancements in 
computing and innovation.

Nitin Nohria: 
A renowned scholar of leadership and man-

agement, Nohria served as the 10th dean of 
Harvard Business School. He played a pivotal 
role in fostering collaboration between aca-
demia and technology, launching initiatives 
like the i-lab and Harvard Business School 
Online. Nohria now serves as Partner and 
Executive Chairman at Thrive Capital, focus-
ing on internet and software investments.

Stephen Knapp: 

From (L): Sethuraman Panchanathan, Ajay V. 
Bhatt, Nitin Nohria, Vinod Dham. 		
Photo: Indian Eagle.

The only American among six foreign 
nationals honored this year, Knapp is a 
spiritual teacher and author dedicated 
to preserving and promoting Vedic phi-
losophy. Through his books, such as The 
Secret Teachings of the Vedas and Facing 
Death: Welcoming the Afterlife, Knapp 
has guided individuals toward higher con-
sciousness and self-realization, spreading 
awareness about India’s spiritual tradi-
tions worldwide.
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All kinds of Punjabi, 
Gujarati, South Indian 

snacks, and Thali

A House of Indian Traditional Sweets & Snacks

SWEETS: • Jalebi • Boondi Laddu • Barfi (Kaju/Pista/Almond/Plain) 
  • Rasgulla • Peda • Petha • Amarti • Cham Cham • Gulab Jamun 
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Sweets & Namkeen available for all occasions

Catering Specialist
Order online on our website - 

www.ambalasweets.com

Ambala 
Sweets & Snacks

18433 Pioneer Blvd, Artesia, CA 90701 • 562-402-0006.
www.ambalasweets.com

Monday - Sunday 11:00 am - 8:30 pm

Swad Jo Rahe
  Hamesha Yaad

CA Burglary Ring Targeting Asian 
Americans Busted; 3 Arrested

Tech Entrepreneur 
Vishnu Hari Assaulted, 

Seriously InjuredIndia-West News Desk

SAN JOSE, CA – San José Police 
Chief Paul Joseph announced on 
January 22, the arrests of three 
suspects linked to a sophisticated 
burglary ring that deliberately tar-
geted Asian American households 
across the Bay Area. The group is 
believed to be responsible for 78 
burglaries since June 2024, with 
the stolen property valued at ap-
proximately $1 million.

The arrests of Alberto Ibarra 
Vallejo, 25; Gonzalo Valencia 
Ramos, 28; and Jaime Martinez 
Arroyo, 46, followed months of 
investigation involving multiple 
law enforcement agencies across 
Northern and Central California. 
The suspects were taken into 
custody on January 16 with assis-
tance from Stockton police SWAT 
officers. They remain in custody 
without bail and are set to appear 
in court on February 3.

During the raids, authorities 
recovered 700 stolen items, includ-
ing wedding rings, luxury watches, 
jewelry, and family heirlooms. Po-
lice also seized five firearms, three 
of which were confirmed stolen.

Methodical Targeting of 
AAPI Households

Police allege that the suspects 
systematically cased neighbor-

hoods in West San José, Cupertino, 
Saratoga, Campbell, and Mountain 
View, specifically targeting Asian 
American households. San José 
Mayor Matt Mahan described the 
emotional toll on the community 
saying, “For roughly six months, 
our AAPI community in the West 
San José region has lived in fear as 
home after home has been broken 
into and residents have wondered 
if they were next.”

The burglars reportedly avoided 
large items like televisions or 
electronics, instead opting for 
high-value goods such as jewelry, 
cash, high-end purses, and foreign 
currency. items, making them 
prime targets.

Coordination Among Agen-
cies Led to Arrests

Chief Joseph revealed that frag-

mented investigations initially 
hindered progress, as different 
agencies pursued the cases indi-
vidually. The breakthrough came 
when a suspect was identified on 
a doorbell camera by Santa Clara 
County Sheriff’s detectives. This 
recognition led to a coordinated ef-
fort by multiple agencies, including 
the San José Police Department, 
to track the suspects and execute 
search warrants.

“Extensive surveillance and 
search warrants conducted by 
San José PD led us to uncover 
additional suspects involved in 
this prolific burglary operation,” 
Joseph said.

Authorities continue to investi-
gate the possibility of additional 
crew members and expect the 
number of linked burglaries to rise.

India-West News Desk

SAN FRANCISCO – The 
San Francisco Police Depart-
ment (SFPD) is investigating 
an assault in the Mission 
District that left tech entre-
preneur Vishnu Hari seri-
ously injured.

At approximately 2:08 
a.m. on January 18, officers 
responded to a report of 
a man bleeding from the 
head at the intersection of 
24th and Bryant Streets. 
Medics were already on the 
scene, and the victim, later 
identified as Vishnu Hari, co-
founder of the 3D simulation 
engine firm Ego, was trans-
ported to a local hospital.

Authorities reported that 
the assault occurred follow-
ing a dispute with another 
individual, which escalated when the suspect struck Hari with a metal 
pipe. The SFPD has not made any arrests, and the investigation is ongoing.

Hari, who has since been discharged from the intensive care unit, stated 
on social media that he has no memory of the incident. He is recover-
ing from a traumatic brain injury, partial blindness in his right eye, and 
hearing impairment in his left ear. He also mentioned that his jewelry 
was taken during the assault, although his phone and wallet were not.

Authorities encourage anyone with information to contact the SFPD 
at 415-575-4444 or submit tips via text to TIP411, starting the message 
with “SFPD.”
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Saahas Hosts Annual Gala:
Celebrating Impact and Honoring Leaders

Saahas for Cause hosted its 2nd Annual Gala on No-
vember 10th, 2025. It was an evening to remember, an 
evening filled with inspiring honorees and a showcase of 
Saahas’s community impact to more than 400 supporters 
that attended.

Honorees: The night’s honorees included:
· Smriti Mundhra – Academy Award-nominated Direc	
tor, Filmmaker and Founder of Meralta Films
· Anupam Satyasheel – CEO, Occams Advisory
· Deepak Chopra – Founder, Chairman, CEO & Presi-
dent, OSI Systems Inc.
· Sanjib Sahoo – EVP & Chief Digital Officer, Ingram 
Micro
Community Impact:
This year’s Gala featured a documentary produced by 

Reshma Dordi, CEO of ShowBiz India offering a powerful 
glimpse into the lives Saahas has touched and the change 
it continues to drive in the community. Over the past year, 
Saahas for Cause has made a remarkable difference in the 
lives of thousands, assisted 2,219 older adults, counseled 
1,288 women, mentored 78 youth, provided community 
health services to 3,295 individuals and reached 4,564 
individuals through outreach initiatives

Funding the future:
Through the generosity of the evening, Saahas was 

blessed to have received community support, which will 
directly support its quad-partite mission of providing 
vital services in

· Senior Support,
· Family and Women’s Wellness,
· Community Research & Wellness, and
· Youth Empowerment.

As she closed out the event, Saahas’ s Founding Executive 
Director Ms. Payal Sawhney, set forth her vision wherein:

· Older adults experience a strong sense of community 
and belonging, ensuring they are never left feeling isolated 
or neglected.

· Survivors of abuse no longer struggle to find safety, as 
Saahas actively works toward establishing a secure interim 
housing facility to provide them with support and stability.

· South Asians of all ages are afforded spaces by Saahas to 
engage and connect to their roots and grow to contribute to 
their adopted new homeland of these United States.

· Young South Asians emerge as leaders and changemak-
ers, confidently embracing the richness of their dual cultural 
heritage while shaping a brighter future.

More about Saahas for Cause:
Founded in 2019 by a dedicated group of South Asians, Saahas 

for Cause stands as a symbol of resilience, empowerment, and 
advocacy for those navigating the challenges of settling into a 
new homeland. Grounded in evidence-based research, its pro-
grams—designed by experts and clinicians—are tailored to meet 
the unique needs of the South Asian community, ensuring their 
well-being and success. Saahas is majorly funded by a portfolio of 
grant awards from the local, state, and federal administrations. 
In a short span of 5+ years Saahas has established itself in as a 
SoCal Desi Community’s beacon and lighthouse with judgement 
for none but light for all. For more information on their day-
to-day offerings please sign up for their newsletter by emailing 
them at info@saahasforcause.org

Elon Recruits UC Berkeley Grad 
Akash Bobba To DOGE Amid Uproar 

Over Hiring Of ‘Kids’
India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC – The 
newly formed Department of 
Government Efficiency (DOGE), 
spearheaded by Elon Musk, has 
drawn scrutiny for its recruitment 
choices of  six engineers ages 19-
24 which includes 22-year-old 
Akash Bobba.

Bobba, a graduate of the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley, 
has an impressive technical back-
ground despite his age. He previ-
ously interned at Meta, focusing 
on AI, worked at Palantir in data 
analytics, and contributed to 
Bridgewater Associates in finan-
cial modeling. His problem-solv-
ing skills gained attention when a 
former classmate, Charis Zhang, 
shared on X that Bobba once re-
wrote an entire project’s codebase 
overnight after it was accidentally 
deleted, helping his team secure 
first place in their class.

SECURITY
Despite his technical expertise, 

Bobba’s role—along with five 
other young engineers, including a 
19-year-old—has raised concerns. 
According to Wired, at least four 
members of the team, including 
Bobba, have received top-level se-
curity clearances despite having no 

mistakes. He explained, “They will 
develop views that they later think 
are wrong or even gross. I made 
mistakes as a kid, and thank God 
I grew up in a culture that encour-
aged me to grow and learn and 
feel remorse when I screwed up 
and offer grace when others did.”

In his reply, Khanna reiterated 
his concerns, stating that grace 
should not be extended without 
acknowledgment of wrongdoing. 
He stressed the importance of 
an apology before Elez could be 
trusted with a position of responsi-
bility, particularly given the impact 
of his offensive remarks on Indian 
American communities.

The debate over Elez’s rehir-
ing drew in Congressman Raja 
Krishnamoorthi, who expressed 
his outrage. “There should be no 
place for racism and hate in our 
government, within the Depart-
ment of Government Efficiency, 
or any other agency, office, or 
entity,” Krishnamoorthi said. “It is 
appalling that the Vice President 
of the United States and one of 
the president’s most prominent 
advisors would rally behind the 
rehiring of someone who rightly 
resigned his post upon the rev-
elation of his authorship of social 
media comments as bigoted as 

Racist Staffer To Be 
Rehired By Musk

‘Normalize Indian Hate.’”
Krishnamoorthi continued, 

emphasizing that true forgive-
ness requires genuine remorse. 
“Elon Musk and the Vice Presi-
dent each invoked the need for 
forgiveness, but true forgive-
ness can only come when it is 
sought, when remorse is shown, 
and when the genuine desire to 
make amends is demonstrated.” 
He expressed concern that Elez’s 
supporters were too quick to 
dismiss his hateful remarks as 
the actions of a “kid,” despite 
Elez’s significant position in 
government.

“The Trump Administration 
and DOGE should hold them-
selves to a higher standard,” 
Krishnamoorthi added, “and so 
should our entire nation.”

In response to questions about 
the controversy, President Donald 
Trump was asked about the posts 
made by Elez and whether he 
agreed with Vance’s opinion that 
Elez should be rehired. Trump 
responded, “Well, I don’t know 
about the particular thing,” during 
a press conference at the White 
House with Japanese Prime Min-
ister Shigeru Ishiba. He added, 
“But if the vice president said that 
— did you say that? — I’m with the 
vice president.”

Contd. from P1

prior government experience. Crit-
ics argue that placing individuals 
with limited knowledge of federal 
operations in positions with access 
to sensitive data poses a national 
security risk.

DOGE’s mission is to streamline 
federal operations, eliminate bu-
reaucratic inefficiencies, and cut 
billions in government spending, 
but the department’s structure 
and leadership choices have al-
ready caused internal friction. Re-
ports on X suggest that some gov-

ernment agencies resist Musk’s 
team, with allegations that certain 
DOGE personnel attempted to 
access classified information at 
the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID). This re-
portedly led to security officials 
being placed on leave.

As controversy swirls around 
DOGE’s unconventional hires, 
questions remain about oversight, 
security protocols, and the extent 
of Musk’s influence within the 
administration.
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3 Indian Americans Named To Trump Admin

Meet Alexis Wilkins, Kash Patel’s Girlfriend
India-West News 
Desk

NASHVILLE, TN – 
Alexis Wilkins, a coun-
try music artist and 
girlfriend of President 
Donald Trump’s FBI 
director nominee Kash 
Patel, garnered atten-
tion after attending 
Patel’s Senate confir-
mation hearing last 

week. Seated among Patel’s family 
and friends, Wilkins’ presence 
underscored her ties to conserva-
tive circles.

Born in Boston on November 
3, 1999, Wilkins spent her early 
years in England and Switzerland 
before moving to Arkansas and 
later Nashville to pursue a mu-
sic career. She released her first 
song at just eight years old and 
debuted as a solo artist in 2020 
with Holdin’ On. Her 2023 EP, 

Grit, climbed to #4 on the iTunes 
chart, while her single Country 
Back reached #2 on the iTunes 
country rankings.

Wilkins has opened for coun-
try stars like Sara Evans and 
Lee Greenwood, best known for 
his patriotic anthem God Bless 
the USA. Her music, often in-
fused with patriotic themes, has 
amassed over a million streams 
across various platforms.

Beyond music, Wilkins is ac-

tive in conservative causes. She 
has spoken at events hosted by 
the Reagan Ranch and the Young 
America’s Foundation and is affili-
ated with the John Wayne Cancer 
Foundation. She also serves as 
a spokesperson for PragerU and 
hosts the podcast Between the 
Headlines on Rumble.

According to sources, Wilkins 
and Patel first met at a ReAwaken 
America event in October 2022 
and began dating in January 2023.

India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC – Three 
Indian Americans have been ap-
pointed to roles in the new Trump 
administration.

Kush Desai: 
Deputy Press Secretary
Former journalist and seasoned 

Republican communicator Kush 
Desai has been named Deputy 
Press Secretary. His experience 
includes serving as Deputy Com-
munications Director for the 2024 
Republican National Convention 
and Communications Director for 
the party in Iowa. At the Republi-
can National Committee, he held 
the role of Deputy Battleground 
States and Pennsylvania Com-
munications Director, where he 

helped shape messaging strategies 
for battleground states, including 
Pennsylvania. His expertise in 
political communications posi-
tions him as a key player in the 
White House’s media strategy. 
Desai holds a bachelor’s degree 
in Political Science from George 
Washington University.

Saurabh Sharma: 
Personnel Office
Bengaluru-born Saurabh Shar-

ma will serve in the Presidential 
Personnel Office, where he will fo-
cus on staffing and appointments. 
Sharma is the former President 
of American Moment, a conser-
vative organization dedicated to 
personnel development. He gained 
national attention in 2019 when, 
as a University of Texas at Austin 

student activist, he was 
among ten students 
invited to the White 
House as Trump signed 
an executive order pro-
moting free speech on 
college campuses. Shar-
ma graduated with a 
degree in Biochemistry 
from UT Austin in 2019, 
and his appointment 
marks a significant step 
in his career in public service.

Ricky Gill: 
Senior Director for South 

and Central Asia
Gill previously served at the 

NSC during Trump’s first term as 
Director for Russia and European 
Energy Security. He also held the 
role of Senior Advisor in the State 

Department’s Bureau of Overseas 
Buildings Operations. Follow-
ing his time in the administra-
tion, Gill became Principal and 
General Counsel at Gill Capital 
Group and advised TC Energy 
on European and Asian energy 
projects, including the Keystone 
XL Pipeline.

Born in Lodi, California, Gill is 

the son of physicians Param and 
Jasbir Gill. He holds a bachelor’s 
degree from Princeton University’s 
Woodrow Wilson School of Public 
and International Affairs and a 
law degree from the University of 
California, Berkeley.

Always with an eye on Washing-
ton, Gill ran twice for Congress from 
California and lost both times.

Kush Desai Ricky GillSaurabh Sharma 
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Trump Fires Rohit Chopra From 
Consumer Protection Bureau

In a letter following his dismissal, Chopra 
reflected on his tenure, writing, “It has been 
an extraordinary privilege to serve as Direc-
tor of the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau and as a Member of the Board of 
Directors of the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation since 2021, as well as to serve as 
a Commissioner on the Federal Trade Com-
mission from 2018 to 2021. I am grateful to 
both President Biden and President Trump 
for nominating me and to the United States 
Senate for confirming me to these positions.”

Before entering public service, Chopra 
worked at McKinsey & Company, special-
izing in financial services, healthcare, and 
consumer technology sectors. He holds a 
BA from Harvard University and an MBA 
from the Wharton School at the University 
of Pennsylvania.

Seattle Consulate Calls Cops As 
Kshama Sawant Protests Visa 
Denial, India Blacklisting HerIndia-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC -Rohit Chopra has 
been removed as Director of the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB), ending 
his five-year term nearly two years early. He 
was informed of his dismissal via an email 
from the White House.

Chopra was appointed by former Presi-
dent Joe Biden to lead the CFPB, an agency 
he helped establish following the 2008-09 
financial crisis. As the bureau’s deputy direc-
tor, he played a pivotal role in highlighting 
rising student loan debt and advocating for 
consumer protection reforms.

Major consumer banks including Bank of 
America and JPMorgan Chase are among 
companies facing lawsuits from the CFPB. 
They, alongside tech industry leaders, en-
couraged Trump to remove Chopra from his 
role, several media outlets reported.

Before heading the CFPB, Chopra served 
as a Commissioner on the Federal Trade 
Commission from 2018 to 2021, after be-
ing nominated by then President Donald 
Trump. At the FTC, he pushed for stricter 
penalties against repeat offenders, opposed 
no-money, no-fault fraud settlements, and 
worked to strengthen the “Made in USA” 
label and fair competition policies.

Chopra’s career in consumer protection 
dates back to his initial tenure at the CFPB 
from 2010 to 2015. In 2011, he was desig-
nated as the agency’s first student loan om-
budsman by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
where he focused on student lending issues.

India-West News Desk

SEATTLE, WA – Indian American poli-
tician Kshama Sawant staged a protest 
outside the Indian consulate here, saying 
her visa was denied multiple times without 
explanation. The demonstration led to an 
altercation, with the Consulate accusing 
individuals of “unauthorized entry” and call-
ing local authorities to handle the situation 
without saying too much more.

The Indian Consulate in Seattle, in its so-
cial media post on February 6, stated that a 
“law and order situation” arose when “certain 
individuals” entered the premises after office 
hours. “We were compelled to call in relevant 
local authorities to deal with the situation. 
Further action is being initiated against the 
trespassers,” the Consulate posted.

Sawant, a former Seattle City Council 
member and vocal critic of the Indian gov-
ernment, said she was protesting after being 
repeatedly denied a visa, while her husband, 
Calvin Priest, was granted an emergency 
visa to visit her 82-year-old ailing mother 
in Bengaluru.

“My husband & I are in Seattle Indian 
consulate. They granted him emergency visa 
for my mother being very sick. But rejected 
mine, literally saying my name is on a ‘reject 
list’. And refusing to give explanation why,” 
she posted on her social media handle.

Sawant stated that a consular officer told 
her she was being denied a visa because she 

was on the Indian government’s “reject list.” 
She argued that the decision was politically 
motivated, citing her past actions in Seattle’s 
City Council. Sawant continued her protest, 
calling it an act of “peaceful civil disobedience” 
and demanding answers from the Consulate.

In response, the Indian Consulate accused 
the protesters of refusing to leave and behav-
ing aggressively.

“Despite repeated requests, these in-
dividuals refused to leave the Consulate 
premises and engaged in aggressive and 
threatening behavior with the Consulate 
staff,” the Consulate stated.

After her decade-long stint with the 
Seattle City Council, Sawant established  
Workers Strike Back,  which advocates a 
federal minimum wage of $25 an hour and 
unionizing labor in the IT industry.

Saahas for Cause: Supporting South Asian 
Seniors Through Wellness Programs

As the South Asian immigrant population in the U.S. continues to expand, so 
does the demand for specialized support services that cater to older adults facing 
unique cultural, linguistic, and social challenges. Saahas for Cause has stepped 
forward to bridge this gap through its Senior Wellness Programs, designed by 
South Asian mental health professionals to create a safe, inclusive, and engaging 
space where seniors can flourish as they age in unfamiliar environments—a 
concept known as “aging out of place.”

Aging out of place refers to situation of seniors’ who are aging in unfamiliar 
environment as they migrate in later part of their life to a new country for many 
different reasons. It is imperative to create environment that is familiar to these 
seniors in terms of their culture and language to keep them safe and healthy. For 
many South Asian elders, this concept is vital as it enables them to stay connected 
to their cultural roots, social networks, and traditions while maintaining autonomy. 
However, many seniors struggle with loneliness and isolation due to language 
barriers, cultural differences, and shifting societal norms that make navigating 
their surroundings challenging. Saahas for Cause addresses these concerns with 
multiple initiatives: Mauj Masti Sehat, Technology Class, Mast Desi, Eng-
lish Language Class, and the E-phone Program. This effort is heavily 
supported by Saahas’s community health worker model.

These programs provide educational forums, informational series, group 
activities, and interactive sessions, fostering a welcoming environment where 
seniors can ask questions, share experiences, and gain knowledge in a culturally 
sensitive setting while remaining in their communities. By doing so, Saahas for 
Cause ensures that South Asian seniors can lead fulfilling lives with dignity, 
security, and purpose.

In 2024, Saahas for Cause’s Senior Wellness Programs have served over 2,219 
seniors, offering tailored support to help them maintain their independence and 
well-being. Each session features guest presenters or team members covering vital 
topics designed to enhance seniors’ overall well-being:

Physical Health & Well-being – Specialized exercises to improve mobility, 
strength, and balance, reducing the risk of injuries and falls.

Mental & Emotional Health – Opportunities for cognitive stimulation, emo-
tional support, and therapy to ensure mental engagement and emotional stability.

Cyber Safety – Education on online scams, fraud prevention, and digital 
literacy to empower seniors in navigating technology safely and confidently.

Nutrition & Preventative Care – Guidance on healthy eating habits, chronic 
disease management, and proactive health measures for longevity and wellness.

Creative Activities & Social Connection – Interactive sessions like arts & 
crafts, music, and group discussions that foster self-expression, relaxation, and 

meaningful relationships.
Brain Stimulation – Engaging puzzles, memory games, and 

problem-solving exercises to maintain cognitive sharpness.
Access to Essential Services – Assistance with healthcare, 

transportation, and legal matters to ensure seniors receive necessary 
resources and support.

English Language Class –Assisting seniors in improving 
their English proficiency, equipping them with the language skills 
necessary to navigate daily life with confidence.

By incorporating the principles of aging out of place into its pro-
grams, Saahas for Cause enables seniors to continue living in their 
communities while receiving the support they need. Through these 
engaging and educational sessions, the organization fosters com-
munity cohesion, empowerment, and overall well-being, ensuring 
that no senior feels isolated, unheard, or unsupported.

The impact of Saahas for Cause’s Senior Well-
ness Programs has been profound. Seniors not 
only receive help when needed but also gain a 
platform to share their wisdom, experiences, and 
stories, reinforcing their sense of purpose and self-
worth. By continuing to expand and enhance these 
initiatives, Saahas for Cause remains committed to 
ensuring that South Asian seniors can age in place 
with digni-
ty, fostering 
a healthier 
and more 
connected 
future for 
all.
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WASHINGTON, DC – U.S. House Agri-
culture Committee member Shri Thanedar 
(MI-D) expressed concerns to Brownfield 
Ag News about the potential impact of fed-
eral employee buyouts on food security. He 
warned that the rapid loss of experienced 
USDA staff, including workers, inspectors, 
and quality control professionals, could un-
dermine the agency’s ability to ensure food 
safety and availability.

Thanedar stated, “USDA may lose some 

India-West News Desk

LEESBURG, VA – Representative Suhas 
Subramanyam (D-VA) took center stage at 
a packed town hall meeting on February 
3, as hundreds of federal employees and 
concerned residents gathered to voice their 
fears over the Trump administration’s latest 
workforce purge.

The meeting focused on the Department 
of Government Efficiency (DOGE), a newly 
created agency led by Elon Musk that has 
aggressively pushed for federal job cuts and 
taken unprecedented control over key gov-
ernment offices.

Subramanyam opened the session by ac-
knowledging the overwhelming number of 
emails, calls, and messages from constituents 
who fear losing their jobs. He specifically ad-
dressed the controversial “fork in the road” 

Rep. Suhas Subramanyam Seeks To Assure Constituents At Town Hall

POLITICS

Thanedar Concerned Over Impact Of Govt. Staff 
Cuts On Food Safety And Quality Control

very talented, experienced 
workers who really un-
derstand the process and 
serve as a good quality 
control. All of this is in 
danger of being lost.”

An estimated 20,000 
federal employees have 
accepted the adminis-
tration’s buyout offer, 
which  was  extended 
to 2.3 million federal 
workers asking for de-

ferred resignations.
Additionally, Thanedar pointed to Presi-

dent Trump’s tariffs and immigration policies 
as factors that will drive up food prices and 
strain the labor supply. 

Representing the Detroit area, where one 
in four families rely on nutrition programs, 
Thanedar reflected on his own experience 
with hunger and his commitment to address-
ing food insecurity. “I understand why we 
cannot have young people, children, going 
to bed hungry because I did and I don’t wish 
that upon anybody,” he said.

emails received by many federal workers, 
which have been framed as voluntary buy-
outs but offer little transparency.

“It’s kind of worded as a buyout, but 
it’s not actually a buyout,” Subramanyam 
warned. “It’s basically telling you to resign 
in the next six to eight months. If you take 

this option, you don’t have to come 
into work anymore. But there’s no 
appropriation for this in Congress—
there’s no money set aside for 
these so-called buyouts.” He urged 
employees to consult legal counsel 
or their unions before making any 
decisions.

Beyond job security, the meet-
ing highlighted growing concerns 
over Musk’s increasing access to 
government infrastructure and clas-
sified information. Subramanyam, 

a member of the House Oversight and Ac-
countability Committee, admitted that even 
he was being kept in the dark.

“We’re getting very little information as 
members of Congress, and it’s totally unac-
ceptable,” he said. “The DOGE committee 
has spoken with us never, basically.”

He encouraged residents to report any 
developments to his office and vowed to 
use his platform to push for transparency. 
Subramanyam also reassured attendees that 
despite House Democrats lacking a major-
ity, they could still make their voices heard. 
“What we do have is the ability to speak up, 
to tell people’s stories, and to use whatever le-
verage we have. I will hold town halls like this 
and make those stories public,” he declared.

Reports of DOGE’s extreme measures add-
ed to the outrage. One town hall attendee al-
leged that a top Musk aide, along with his wife 
and child, had moved into a federal agency’s 
sixth floor, creating a restricted-access living 
space. The claim, first reported by The Daily 
Beast, underscores Musk’s well-documented 
practice of encouraging employees to sleep at 
work—a strategy he previously implemented 
at Twitter and Tesla.
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www.dental2000.comwww.dental2000.com

Call to book your 
FREE Consult Now!

In House CT Scan Available

714-478-2868 Se Habla Espanol

Trust in American 
implants, don’t be 

fooled with overseas 
knock off . Proven with 
20 years of success.

SINGLE
IMPLANT $999*

INCLUDES IMPLANT, ABUTMENT AND CROWN
*Expires 3/15/2025. Cannot be combined with insurance Fees. New Patients only.
Excludes extraction, bonegraft, etc. Cannot be Combined with other coupons.

 starting at
HEALTHCARE FINANCING FOR YOUR PRICELESS SMILE.HEALTHCARE FINANCING FOR YOUR PRICELESS SMILE.

BOTOX FOR TMJ & 
FACIAL PAIN

$10*

Exp. 3/15/2025

Per Unit

1 FREE EXTRACTION
with Implant Surgery

(Minimum 2 Implants)
*Expires 3/15/2025. Cannot be combined with insurance 
Fees. New Patients only. Excludes extraction, bonegraft, 
etc. Cannot be Combined with other coupons.

IRVINE:
39 Creek Rd, STE 210

LAGUNA NIGUEL:
30012 Crown Valley Pkwy, STE B
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Tutoring - Test Prep - Consulting

PSAT SAT ACT SAT II AP
We offer a wide range of 
comprehensive test prepara-
tion courses. Along with a 
revision of the subject's funda-
mentals we will help you 
understand the tests inside 
out.

• Free diagnostic test & in-depth 
   analysis
• Guidance for weak area 
   improvement

• Comprehensive drills for all 
   sections 
• Test-taking strategies
• Online practice tools
• Full-length practice tests

• Complete course coverage

Math, English, Sciences
We offer one of the most 
comprehensive tutoring 
programs available today. 
Guaranteed improvement in 
3-6 months for committed 
students.

• Homework help
• Quiz/Test preparation
• Weekly grades monitoring and 
   corrective actions
• Additional practice drills & Online 
   practice tools 
• Parallel common core course - 
   Math & English 

Counseling & College App

Selecting a career can be a 
daunting task given the 
number of options available 
today. The counselors at 
Gurukul can help you narrow 
down and select the best 
options which relate to your 
interests, skills and goals and 
are also aligned with your 
academic capabilities

• College selection

• Career guidance and selection
• High school roadmap

• College application and essay 
    help
• Scholarship &, Financial 
   aid/FAFSA guidance

Gurukul is a leading Tutoring and Test-Prep institute based in Artesia, California. We offer a wide range of 
tutoring programs for your crucial Elementary, Middle and High School years. Be it a matter of GPA improve-
ment or taking a critical test like SAT, we cater to all your requirements. Our professional experienced staff 
will leave no stone unturned in pursuit of your goals.

Gurukul Academy
Building a strong foundation

17510 Pioneer Blvd. Ste 203
Artesia, CA (90701)

www.trygurukul.com 

(209) 487-8585

info@trygurukul.com

Tutoring Test Preparation Consulting

Afterschool program available with pick up from select ABC district schools. 
Free trial class and consulting. Call and reserve your spot today !

Now o�ering one-on-one online tutoring via zoom 

INDO-AMERICA

Indian Students Lead In Flouting U.S. Visa Rules; 
7,000 Overstayed In 2023

India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC – India had the high-
est number of student visa overstays in the 
U.S. last year, with 7,000 Indian students 
staying beyond their permitted time, accord-
ing to U.S. immigration expert Jessica M. 
Vaughan. In comparison, Brazil and China, 
the next highest on the list, each had around 
2,000 students overstaying their visas.

Speaking before the U.S. House Commit-
tee on the Judiciary, Vaughan warned that 
student and exchange visitor visas, especially 
F-1 (for academic students) and M-1 (for vo-
cational students), have some of the highest 
overstay rates among all temporary visas.

Vaughan, a policy analyst at the Center 

for Immigration Studies, argued that the 
current system is too lax and allows stu-
dents to abuse their visa status. She called 
for stricter enforcement, requiring students 
to prove they intend to return home after 

their studies. She also criticized 
the “dual intent” policy, which 
lets student visa holders express 
interest in staying in the U.S. 
after graduation.

Programs like Optional Practi-
cal Training (OPT) and Curricular 
Practical Training (CPT), which 
allow international students to 
work in the U.S. after completing 
their education, were also flagged 
as vulnerable to fraud.

Vaughan recommended tighter 
controls and stricter standards for schools 
issuing I-20 forms, which are necessary for 
student visa applications. Schools with high 
overstay rates, she said, should lose their 

authorization to sponsor foreign students.
Beyond student visas, Vaughan pushed 

for major reforms to work visa programs, 
including H-1B visas. She proposed cutting 
the total number of H-1B visas to 75,000 
annually and prioritizing higher-paying 
employers. She also suggested reducing the 
visa duration for specialty occupations to two 
years with limited extensions.

Vaughan rejected claims of a labor short-
age, citing unemployed U.S. STEM gradu-
ates. She argued that the U.S. should focus 
on hiring domestic workers before expand-
ing foreign work programs. Her testimony 
adds to the growing debate on tightening 
immigration policies and curbing visa over-
stays, especially among Indian students.

ing Tandon’s Sanskrit chants with the sooth-
ing sounds of flute and cello.

The title Triveni, which refers to the con-
fluence of three rivers in Hindu tradition, 
symbolizes the fusion of diverse musical 
traditions.

Reacting to the win, Tandon emphasized 
the power of music to unite and heal, saying, 
“Music is love, music ignites the light within 
all of us, and, even in our darkest days, music 
spreads joy and laughter.”

Tandon has long been an advocate for 
the spiritual and healing power of music, 

explaining in a past interview with India-
West, “To sing well the mind has to be in a 
very quiet place. The concept of spirituality 
to me is to be in that space…music has helped 
me find that quiet space.”

A pioneer in blending Sanskrit chants 
with Western musical traditions, Tandon’s 
work has been deeply influenced by her 
belief that music is a meditative practice. 
She shared with India-West, “When I sing, 
I am meditating, deep within myself. When 
I teach people to sing or am with students, 
I see God in them. That’s my spirituality.”

Her compositions have been performed at 

prestigious venues like the World Cultural 
Festival and Lincoln Center. As Artist in Resi-
dence for the Young People’s Chorus of New 
York City, Tandon has also received a New 
York State Council on the Arts grant to com-
pose Sanskrit chants for choral ensembles.

Beyond her musical achievements, Tan-
don is a prominent philanthropist and busi-
ness leader. The first South Asian American 
woman elected partner at McKinsey, she is 
the founder of Tandon Capital Associates 
and chairs the Krishnamurthy Tandon 
Foundation. She also serves as a trustee of 
NYU and chairs the NYU Tandon School of 

Engineering, where she has supported vari-
ous education initiatives.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
congratulated Tandon for her Grammy win. 
He posted, “Congratulations to @chandri-
katandon on winning the Grammy for the 
album Triveni. We take great pride in her 
accomplishments as an entrepreneur, phi-
lanthropist, and, of course, music! It is com-
mendable how she has remained passionate 
about Indian culture and has been working 
to popularize it. She is an inspiration for 
several people. I fondly recall meeting her 
in New York in 2023.”

Chandrika Tandon Wins Grammy
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INDO-AMERICA

BUY AT 3.625% 
30 Year Fixed 

2-1 BUYDOWN PROGRAM

WE WILL PAY FOR 
YOUR APPRAISAL!

CALL TODAY

1-800-991-4162
No Tax Return Loans available for 

Self Employed Buyers

nkohli@rapidcapitalinc.com

BUY A HOME WITH 5% DOWN • NO MORTGAGE INSURANCE

Apply online at www.rapidcapitalinc.com

1 Park Plaza, Suite 600, Irvine, CA 92614
www.rapidcapitalinc.com

NMLS #902784  •  California BRE# 01819194

* 2-1 Buydown scenario assumes 740+ FICO,  800K Purchase price, 80% LTV,  Seller concession of $13,562)

Navin Kohli
CEO / President

TEL: (213) 386-7148
Fax: 213-386-1576

Email: 
hareshlaw@yahoo.com

6404 Wilshire Blvd., 
Suite 845, 

Los Angeles, CA 90048
www.hareshlaw.com

Law Offi ces of  HARESH JAMBUSARIA, INC.
IMMIGRATION LAW SPECIALIST

H1-B & LABOR CERTIFICATION SPECIALIST
• Family based 
   Relative Petition
• Fiance´(e) Visa
• “K” Visa
• Student Visa
• Citizenship

• Deportation
• Consular Processing
• H-1B Visa
• Intracompany Transferee
• Treaty Trader/Investor
• 9th Circuit Litigation

The quota under employment category is moving fast for aliens born 
in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, England, U.K. and Canada etc.
It is possible to precess and get 
a Green Card on the bases 
of employment skilled 
category or professional 
position within 
2 to 3 years.

“Professionalism, “Professionalism, 
Reliability, and Reliability, and 
Results is our Results is our 

Motto”Motto”
OVER 48 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE • 90% PLUS SUCCESS

DIVORCE / NULLIFICATION OF MARRIAGE
• Even without the concent of the other party
• For those who are illegally staying in the U.S.

back its nationals found residing illegally abroad. 
He assured lawmakers that the Indian government 
was actively engaging with US authorities to en-
sure deportees were treated humanely.

“Deportations by the US are carried out by Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement following procedures 
in place since 2012, which include restraints. However, 
ICE has informed us that women and children are not 
restrained, and deportees’ basic needs are taken care 
of,” Jaishankar said in the Rajya Sabha. He empha-
sized that this process remains unchanged and applies 
to both chartered civilian and military aircraft.

Meanwhile, the United States Border Patrol Chief, 
Michael W. Banks, shared a 24-second video on X. 
His post stated, “Successfully returned illegal aliens 

to India, marking the farthest deportation flight yet 
using military transport. This mission underscores 
our commitment to enforcing immigration laws.” 

Trump Deportations
Contd. from P1

Accompanying the video was a firm warning: “If you cross illegally, 
you will be removed.” It is unclear whether this was a video of Indians 
or a file video showing people in handcuffs.

The use of a US military aircraft for the deportation has drawn criti-
cism from the opposition. Congress MP Shashi Tharoor remarked, “If 
you’re in the US illegally, the US has the right to deport you. And if your 
identity as an Indian is confirmed, India has an obligation to accept 
you. However, it wasn’t good to hear that they were brought back in a 
military plane, handcuffed, and so on… that was quite unnecessary.”

Amid protests in Parliament over the Amid protests in Parliament 
over the inhuman manner” of deportation, Jaishankar reiterated that 
restraints were part of US procedures and assured that India was engag-
ing with US authorities to ensure deportees were treated with dignity.

Jaishankar also called for stricter action against illegal migra-
tion networks while promoting legal travel. “We must crack down 
on illegal migration while easing visas for genuine travelers. Law 
enforcement agencies will act against those responsible based on 
information from deportees,” he added.
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INDIA

Medicare Health Insurance Made Clear
PRESENTATION AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST AT

RACHNA - HARESH SHAH
6503 Pepperdine Drive, Buena Park, CA 9062 • (714) 595-5010

• Medicare Health Insurance, Your Benefits & Options
• Description of Medicare Supplement Insurance and Medicare Advantage plans, and their pros & cons
• Presentation of Medicare Advantage Plans and enrollment assistance
• Individual guidance on enrollment in Medicare Supplement Insurance and Prescription Drug Plans

ADMISSION IS FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
TO RSVP CALL HARESH SHAH, a licensed agent, at (714) 595-5010 or

send an email to: hareshshah2000@yahoo.com with your name(s) and program location.

The Speakers: Haresh Shah, CA License: 0H40917
   Rachna Shah, CA License: 0K36850
- A deep understanding of Medicare from five years in healthcare industry.

- An independent insurance sales agent, representing:
- Medicare Advantage Plans - Medicare Supplement Insurance

- Prescription Drug Plans

Dedicated to helping people choose the health plan
that best meets their healthcare needs & budget

Haresh Shah is not connected with the Federal Medicare program.

Adanis Shun Wedding Extravagance As Son Jeet Weds In Ahmedabad
India-West News Desk

AHMEDABAD – Jeet Adani, the 
youngest son of billionaire industrialist 
Gautam Adani, married Diva Jaimin 
Shah on February 7 in a private ceremo-
ny here. Diva is the daughter of diamond 
merchant Jaimin Shah. The entire event 
has drawn praise on social media for its 
simplicity and been compared to the 
over-the-top Ambani weddings.

The wedding followed traditional Jain 
and Gujarati customs. A video shared 
on social media captured the couple 
exchanging garlands, with Jeet kissing 
Diva on the forehead. The heartfelt mo-
ment was set to the song Nachdi Phira 

from the film Secret 
Superstar.

Gautam Adani 
also marked the oc-
casion with a major 
philanthropic ges-
ture. He donated 
Rs 10,000 crore to 
various social causes, 
including healthcare, 
education, and skill 
development. The 
funds will be directed 
towards affordable 
hospitals, medi-
cal colleges, K-12 
schools, and skill 

academies aimed at improving employability.
Ahead of the wedding, Jeet and Diva vis-

ited Mitti Cafe, an NGO focused on creating 
employment opportunities for people with 
disabilities. Two days before the wedding, 
Gautam Adani launched the Mangal Seva 
initiative, aimed at supporting newlywed 
women with disabilities. As part of the initia-
tive, 500 such women will receive Rs 10 lakh 
annually as financial assistance. 

Jeet Adani, who serves as Director at 
Adani Airports, is responsible for overseeing 
operations at six international airports and 
the development of a seventh in Navi Mum-
bai. He is also an alumnus of the University 
of Pennsylvania’s School of Engineering and 
Applied Sciences. (with ANI inputs)

India-China Agree On Kailash Mansarovar Yatra Resuming This Year
NEW DELHI (ANI)- Foreign Secretary 

Vikram Misri’s visit to China from January 
26 to 27 marked a significant step forward in 
India-China relations, with several key de-
velopments underscoring the two countries’ 
commitment to strengthening ties.

One of the major highlights was the re-
sumption of the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra, 
which is set to take place this summer. The 
Yatra, a sacred pilgrimage to Mount Kailash 
in Tibet, had been paused in recent years, and 
its revival is expected to strengthen cultural 
and spiritual ties between the two nations.

In another positive development, India 
and China agreed to hold an early meeting 
of the India-China Expert Level Mechanism, 
which will focus on cooperation concerning 

trans-border rivers. This 
collaboration is crucial for 
managing shared water re-
sources and addressing the 
challenges posed by climate 
change.

Direct air connectivity 
between the two nations 
will also be resumed, fa-
cilitating easier travel for 
people-to-people exchang-
es and promoting greater 
business and tourism ties.

As both countries ap-
proach the 75th anniver-
sary of the establishment 
of diplomatic relations in 

2025, the two sides empha-
sized the importance of using 
this occasion to bolster pub-
lic diplomacy efforts. Misri’s 
visit also saw an agreement 
to conduct a series of com-
memorative activities aimed 
at enhancing mutual aware-
ness, trust, and confidence.

Moreover, both nations 
agreed to promote and fa-
cilitate people-to-people 
exchanges, including media 
and think-tank interactions, 
as part of broader efforts 
to build stronger bilateral 
relations.
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(562) 923-6060 • www.ameqme.com

Open 7 days a week, 9am - 9pm

WALK-INS WELCOME
WAIT-TIME IS 15 MINUTES!

AME Medical Group, Inc.
Est. 1997

433 W. 4th Street, Ste. 100
Montebello, CA 90640.

15141 Whittier Blvd., Ste. 120
Whittier, CA 90603

12472 Washington Blvd.,
Whittier, CA 90602

29525 Canwood St., Ste. 200
Agoura Hills, CA 91301

@amemedicalgroup amemedical

14359 Pioneer Blvd. Suite A
Norwalk, CA 90650

11938 Paramount Blvd.,  
Downey, CA 90242

8500 Florence Ave., Suite 101
Downey, CA 90240

2621 S. Bristol Ave. Suite 105, 
Santa Ana, CA 92807

3625 M. L. K. Jr Blvd,  Unit 8 
Lynwood, CA 90262

3300 South Street, Suite 209
Long Beach, CA 90805

Rapid Antigen Testing
Results in 15 minutes  
No Insurance needed. 

Just $50

27

We Welcome 
     

Patients

We Welcome 
NOW HIRING

Part Time Physicians
Requirements:

Active Medical License 
and DEA in California.

Contact: 
HR (562) 923-6060 

or email
amemedical@gmail.com
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FASHION

LOS ANGELES, CA(ANI)- Actress Kate Hudson turned 
heads at the event by accessorizing with statement earrings 
and The Bengal Tiger ring from designer Sabyasachi’s High 
Jewelry collection. She paired the intricate jewelry with a 
striking black silk faille dress by Thom Browne. The backless gown, featuring a silk satin 
bow detail, added a touch of drama to the red carpet.

While at the event in Santa Monica, Hudson also reflected on the devastating wildfires that 
had ravaged the Pacific Palisades area, a community she calls home. Her home was spared.

“I grew up in the [Pacific] Palisades,” she told E! News. “It’s something you never imagine 
you’d experience.”

Despite the destruction, Hudson found hope in the relief efforts initiated by Los Angeles 
residents. “People who live in Los Angeles, we love Los Angeles, and everyone’s just risen 
to the occasion. Now we just have to continue to support each other and rebuild,” she said.

Kate Hudson Dazzles In Sabyasachi 
Jewelry At Critics Choice Awards

Usha Vance Is Picture 
Perfect, Wears Gaurav Gupta

India-West News 
Desk

WASHINGTON, DC 
– As JD Vance was 
sworn in as the 47th 
Vice President of the 
United States on Janu-
ary 20, his wife, Usha 
Vance was noticeable 
for her impeccable style 
throughout the inaugu-
ration events.

On the morning of 
January 20, she wore 
a custom peony cash-
mere coat from Os-
car de la Renta for the 
inauguration, paired 
with a scarf wrap and 
a tea-length dress. 
Usha completed her 
look with Lina boots 
from Manolo Blahnik. 
Oscar de la Renta coats 
typically range from 
$3,490 to nearly $9,000. The entire feminine look was completed with flower earrings.

Later in the evening, at the candlelight dinner at the National Building Museum, she 
donned a gown from Gaurav Gupta, known for designing outfits for Beyoncé’s Renaissance 
tour and worn by stars like Deepika Padukone and Priyanka Chopra.

Throughout the inauguration ceremony, Usha’s children – Ewan, Vivek, and Mirabel – 
were also in attendance. At just three years old, Mirabel was spotted in her mother’s arms, 
sucking her thumb and curiously observing her father’s oath-taking ceremony, upping the 
cuteness quotient!
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We offer the following services:
• Preparation of Individuals, Partnerships, Corporations and Fiduciaries income tax returns
•  Compilations, Reviews and Audits of financial statements
•  Audits of 401k and profit sharing plans
•  Audits of non-profit organizations financial statements
•  Preparation of personal financial statements
•  Preparation of non-profit organizations tax returns
•  Monthly, quarterly, or annual bookkeeping services
•  Tax planning and incorporations
•  Representation before income tax, sales tax and other regulatory tax authorities
•  Paperless attestation engagements

Venkat Bramharouthu, CPA
Member, AICPA

21860 S Burbank Blvd., Ste 110, Woodland Hills, CA 91367
818-468-8408 • www.sterlingtax.net • vbramha@sterlingtax.net

STERLING ACCOUNTING & TAX 
SERVICES INC.

We have experience servicing companies in various types of industries 
including: Manufacturing, Retail, Entertainment, Real Estate, Technology, Motels, 
Restaurants, Construction, Food Processing, Financing and Professional Services.

Quality Service at Economical Rates
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ENTERTAINMENT

CHIKU aka SAPOTA

A Trusted Source for Organically Grown Tropical & Subtropical Fruit Trees. Family owned & operated for over thirty years, the nursery 
offers selected varieties of fruit trees specifi cally adapted to various growing zones throughout Southern California. To help them 
thrive in your home garden, growing information is also provided both verbally and in printed form. 

PAPAYA TREE NURSERY

Special variety (PTN#1) adapted to S. California can begin fruiting in one or two years at a 
height of only four feet. This very sweet fruit is one of nature’s special desserts. Delicious as 
a fresh-picked fruit, or you can make chiku kulfi  just like grandma did! These space-saving, 
semi-dwarf trees grow to only 12’ tall in S. California and can be container grown. On 
display at the nursery, you can view a fruiting chiku tree planted in the ground 6 years ago.

SOME OF THE PLANTS OFFERED: BANANA – FIG – JAKFRUIT – LITCHEE – MANGO – PAPAYA 
– POMEGRANATE – KALA JAMUN – SHAHTOOT/MULBERRY – SITAPHAL/SHARIFA

Open 7 Days A Week by Same- Day Appointment. 8 AM to 6PM (Please Call First)

Website: www.papayatreenursery.com   -   (818) 363-3680P
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AGENT, NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

• Life Insurance
• Retirement Planning
• Buy/Sell Agreement Funding
• College/Education Funding
• Mutual Funds*
• Estate Planning *Offered by NYLIFE Securities LLC

CA Insurance. Lic# OA95351

Bus: 800-787-3047
Res: 310-417-3881
Cell: 213-445-4358
Fax: 310-417-3631

SATISH PATEL
Registered Representative, NYLIFE Securities LLC (Member FINRA/SIPC)

A Licensed Insurance Agency and New York Life company
6300 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 2010 • Los Angeles, CA 90048

(323) 782-3000 • satishpatel@ft.newyorklife.com

A Licensed Insurance Agency

India-West News Desk

RIVERSIDE, CA – A federal jury 
delivered a unanimous verdict in 
favor of M. Night Shyamalan and 
Apple on January 31, concluding a 
seven-day copyright trial regarding 
allegations that the streaming series 
Servant plagiarized elements from the 
2013 film The Truth About Emanuel.

The lawsuit, filed by Italian-
born director Francesca Gregorini, 
sought up to $81 million in dam-
ages, claiming that Shyamalan, Ap-
ple, and others involved in Servant 
had stolen narrative elements from 
her film without proper credit. 
Gregorini, who argued that key plot 
points in Servant mirrored those in 
Emanuel, testified that she was ad-
vised against filing the lawsuit due 
to potential career repercussions. 
Nevertheless, she maintained her 
decision to stand up against what 
she viewed as widespread theft in 
the industry, Variety said.

Shyamalan, who co-created 
Servant with Tony Basgallop, 
strongly denied the accusations. 
He told the court that he and his 
team had never seen or heard of 
The Truth About Emanuel prior 
to the litigation. “This accusation 
is the exact opposite of everything 
I do and everything I try to repre-

Shyamalan Wins Court Battle 
Against Charges Of Plagiarism

sent,” Shyamalan stated. “I would 
have never allowed it. None of the 
people that I work with would ever 
do anything like that.”

During his testimony, Variety re-
ported, Shyamalan was questioned 
about specific scenes and elements 
alleged to have been copied from 
Gregorini’s film. He argued that 
certain tropes, such as a character 
fainting, were not original to her 
work. “We’ve all seen it hundreds 
and hundreds of times,” he said, ref-
erencing works by Alfred Hitchcock 
like Rebecca, Notorious, and Sabo-
teur. “It’s just a thing no one owns.”

The jury viewed both The Truth 
About Emanuel and the first three 
episodes of Servant before deliber-
ating. After a full day of discussions, 

the jury ruled unanimously that 
the defendants had not had access 
to the film, despite its availability 
at Sundance and on iTunes. This 
meant they did not need to assess 
whether the two works were similar.

This decision wraps up a five-year 
legal battle, which began in 2020 
after Servant debuted on Apple 
TV+. Although a federal judge 
initially dismissed the case, the 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeals revived it in 
2022. Apple’s motion for summary 
judgment was denied in November, 
leading to the trial’s proceedings.

Servant has since concluded its 
four-season run, and the trial’s 
outcome clears Shyamalan and 
Apple of the copyright infringe-
ment charges.

Kal Penn Wants A 
Hollywood Remake Of 

Bollywood’s ‘Don’

India-West News Desk

JAIPUR – Indian American ac-
tor Kal Penn has expressed interest 
in remaking Amitabh Bachchan’s 
1978 film Don for Hollywood, 
setting it in Brooklyn or Ohio. He 
shared this idea during a session 
titled You Can’t Be Serious at the 
Jaipur Literature Festival, held at 
Hotel Clarks Amer.

Penn, best known for The Name-
sake and the Harold and Kumar 
franchise, spoke about his ad-
miration for Bachchan and the 
film’s lasting impact. “Who isn’t a 
huge Amitabh Bachchan fan? The 
original Don is what I would love 
to remake. It can still be escapist, 
with the same color palette, just 
set in Brooklyn or Ohio,” he said.

The 47-year-old actor also re-
flected on his influences, citing 
Hollywood icons Tom Hanks and 
Denzel Washington, along with 
filmmaker Mira Nair. He credited 
Nair’s Mississippi Masala as an 
inspiration for his career.

Penn, whose credits include Bho-
pal: A Prayer for Rain, Designated 
Survivor, and The Big Bang Theory, 
also shared his experiences with In-
dian television. He recalled visiting 
the sets of Taarak Mehta Ka Ooltah 
Chashmah and spoke about his in-
terest in Hindi serials, particularly 
Saath Nibhaana Saathiya.

“I try to keep up with Hindi by 
watching serials. I got addicted to 
Saath Nibhaana Saathiya. Kokila 
Ben is formidable, and Gopi is 
obviously a meme now,” he said.

India-West News Desk

LOS ANGELES, CA – Mindy 
Kaling is bringing the high-stakes 
world of professional basketball 
to Netflix with Running Point, a 
new comedy series inspired by 
the Los Angeles Lakers’ front of-
fice. The 10-episode show, set to 
premiere on February 27, stars 
Kate Hudson as Isla Gordon, a 
woman unexpectedly thrust into 
leadership when she takes over 
as president of the fictional Los 
Angeles Waves after her brother 
resigns amid scandal.

Created by Kaling, the series 
explores Isla’s struggle to prove 
herself in a male-dominated in-
dustry, facing skepticism from her 
family and the sports world.

The storyline reflects the real-life 
challenges of women in profes-
sional sports management, with 
direct ties to the Lakers organi-
zation. Lakers president and co-
owner Jeanie Buss and the team’s 
manager of special projects Linda 
Rambis serve as executive produc-
ers, alongside Kaling, Hudson, and 
Howard Klein. Jordan Rambis is 
also a producer.

Produced by Kaling Interna-
tional in association with Warner 
Bros., Running Point features 
an ensemble cast that includes 
Brenda Song, Drew Tarver, Scott 
MacArthur, Fabrizio Guido, Toby 
Sandeman, Chet Hanks, Jay Ellis, 
Max Greenfield, Keyla Monter-
roso Mejia, Roberto Sanchez, Uche 
Agada, and Dane DiLiegro.

Mindy Kaling’s ‘Running 
Point’ Brings Lakers-Inspired 

Drama To Netflix
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International Grocery Store
567 S. Fairfax Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90036

(323) 424-4556 | info@indiabh.com
Hours: Mon-Sun 9 am - 8 pm

International Grocery Store & Vegan/Veg Restaurant
3126 Los Feliz Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90039

(323) 345-0360  | info@indiala.com
Hours: Mon-Sun 10 am - 9 pm

NOW Hot Food Available at the Fairfax Location

Shop Indian products online at www.indiashop.us

HEINZ BAKED 
BEANZ
UK 
(6 PACK)

CASA DE COMPO
BAKED BEANS 
UK 

(24 PACK) 
$49.99

(10 OZ)  $15.99

  $19.99

(12 PACK) 
$17.99

$14.99 $1.99 
EACH

HEAVY DUTY DOSA TAWA
AND ROTI TAWA IN STOCK

ORGANIC CEYLON 
CINNAMON POWDER

SALE from February 15, 2025 to March 9, 2025

NUTRI 
SOYA VADI
COCONUT MILK

MIRCH MASALA 
SNACKS

NUTRI 

IDLI RICE (20 LBS)

PONI RICE (20 LBS)

KARELI MATTI
(20 LBS)

KALI JEERI 
RICE BANGLA

KHALSA 
FARM ATTA 

$19.99

(20 LBS)   

$19.99

$19.99

$19.99

(20 LBS)

$12.99

(20 LBS)
(10 LBS)

$23.99

SONA 
MASSORI RICE  

PARLIAMENT 
DESI GHEE
(1 LTR)

ALTURA PURE
BASMATI RICE

$19.99 

McVITIE’S 
DIGESTIVES 
UK - 400 GM

2 FOR $6.99

ASHOKA 
READY 
TO EAT 

NESCAFE 
UK 

$6.99 

SHAN PICKLE (1 KG)
NATIONAL PICKLE (1 KG)

$3.99 

SHAN MASALA 
BUY 5 GET 1 FREE

 $14.99 

AVANI 
GINGELLY OIL 

(5 LTR)

SHAN GINGER 
PASTE 
SMALL - $1.99
BIG -      $3.99
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Post Your Classifieds on 
www.indiawest.com 

MOTEL HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

FOR LEASE

Acharya
Santa Prasad Shastri

WE CAN HELP WITH

Pujas, Havans and Rituals
Horoscope reading
Palm & Face reading
Gemstones

Kaal Sarpa dosha

Mangal dosha

Marriage problems

Job problems

Business Problems

Financial Problems

Career Issues

Court Cases

Health Problems

Immigration/Green Card

Relationship issues

Marriage/Divorce

Career problems

Health issues

Family issues

Financial problems

Stress/Depression

18002 Devlin Ave Artesia, CA 90701info@himalayanvedicastrology.com

www.himalayanvedicastrology.com

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri is a renowned Himalayan Vedic Astrologer 
based in California. He started his Vedic astrological education at the age of 
8 and went through 19 years of rigorous education and training at Maharishi 
Vedic Gurukul, New Delhi, India. He has more than 40 years of experience in 
Vedic Astrology. He is also a Teacher of the transcendental meditation & 
yoga. He is a master of four vedas (Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda and 
Atharveda). He is a specialist for all kinds of Vedic Yagyas and Pujas. 

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri can solve all your problems through Vedic 
Astrology. Contact today for a free consultation.

Enlightenment with (TM) Transcendental Meditation

HIMALAYAN VEDIC ASTROLOGY

SPECIAL PUJAS FOR

S O L U T I O N S  F O R  A L L  Y O U R  P R O B L E M S

+1(310) 486-7608

FOR SALE

SERVICES

Hotel Manager Needed
Hotel manager needed for indepen-
dent 35 unit hotel in Downtown Sac-
ramento. Prior experience required. 
Must be of legal status. Must speak 
English. Please call 916-396-4149 
to discuss.

Urgently Hiring Housekeepers 
& Front Desk

We are urgently hiring Housekeep-
ers and front desk for the Wyndham 
Property in Southern Utah. Ap-
plicants must be fluent in English, 
Excellent customer service skills, 
Must be willing to multitask and 
accommodation will be provided. 
Contact: 435-525-3045.

Manager Wanted
Motel in Southern California. 
Motel Manager position. Must 
have minimum 1 year experience. 
Fluent in English and computer 
skills. Accommodation Provided. 
Contact : 714-926-8398 / 
Voraamar@yahoo.com

Motel Manager Wanted. 
Resident motel manager for 33 
unit property in Santa Barbara. 
Must have ALL paperwork to work 
in USA. Prior experience required. 
Call or text me at 805-377-1645.

Front Desk Manager Position in 
Southern California

Looking for a Front Desk Man-
ager in Southern California. Must 
be fluent in English and must have 
experience in hotels. Prefer to have 
Franchise Experience. Contact: 
435-703-0737.

Resident Motel Manager Wanted, 
Signal Hill CA. Documentation 

To Work Required.
Motel manager wanted for 16 unit 
motel, living quarters provided, 
located at Signal Hill Motel in the 
city of Signal Hill CA next to Long 
Beach Ca. Prior hotel experience 
required, strong English, writing 
and speaking mandatory. Excellent 
customer skills required. Contact: 
562-900-1891.

Relief Manager for 20 unit In-
dependent Motel in Vallejo, CA ( 
Bay Area, 30 mi NE of SF) Seri-

ous applicants only
Seeking an experienced individual 

or management couple for a Relief 
Manager position. Part time only. 
They must possess great customer 

Gas station in Colorado
Hiring cashier - fluent English pre-
ferred - call / text / whatsapp for 
details 714-588-5313.

service skills, a strong work ethic 
and the ability to multi-task. Re-
sponsibilities include: front desk, 
laundry, housekeeping and main-
tenance. Location: Vallejo / Living: 
2 Bd/1 Ba Apt (approx. 1000 SF) 
/ Pay: Competitive. Serious candi-
dates please send your resume to 
bayareamanager7@gmail.com

Resident Manager couple position 
available in Central California. Ap-
plicants must be fluent in English, 
possess strong customer service 
skills, computer skills, and have ba-
sic maintenance knowledge. A mini-
mum of 2 years of hotel management 
experience is required. Combined 
salary of $100k+, health benefits, 
and an annual performance bonus. 
If interested, send both resumes to 
hoteljobspro@gmail.com.

Motel Help Wanted 
Urgently looking for front desk agent 
for our Hurricane Utah Hotel. Prefer 
knowledge of Sky Touch PMS. Train-
ing and accommodation will be pro-
vided. Contact Anita 818-272-7399 / 
sunita26.devi@gmail.com

Motel G.M.
Hello everyone. I\’m searching for 
a job as a motel general manager. 
I\’ve worked in the motel industry 
for ten years. Please text me at 

319-379-1742 if you are interested. 
I am in looking GA, CA, UT, TN, 
IN, AZ, NV.

Santa Monica Beach - Condo 
Home for Sale 

Top location Santa Monica Beach 
Condo Home for sale - All Cash 
Buyers get a discount from 1.269 to 
$1.249. Free Park and Trader  Joes 
and 3rd Promenad etc. Balcony for 
ocean breeze etc. Pls text/call to 
323-540-3867 for serious buyers 
to Dr. Gupta.

Established Indian Restaurant 
For Sale!

Well established restaurant located 
in San Bernardino, CA. Full ABC 
Liquor license included. Restau-
rant has 4.5 stars across all review 
platforms (Yelp, Google, etc). Please 
contact me if you\’re interested: 661-
331-5191/ daljeet@a360capital.com

Remote Bookkeeping and Income 
Tax Return preparation will get you 

going after brief phone Call Bhupin-
der 615-400-3361 Quick turnaround 
will last filed tax Return and QB 
file for small Business, Corporate 
Tax Return $750; Individual up to 
4 schedules $350 Books $60 per 
hour. Contact  ClassifiedBookkeep-
ing: 615-400-3361, pinder321@
gmail.com

QuickTaxnBooks.Com
Call / text for best service for book-
keeping and accounting and tax 
preparation 1040 1040NR 1065 
1120S 1120 and payroll IRS filings 
by EA and CPA, Call: 518-250-9662.

Need ABC License help ?
Providing service for ABC License 
transfer , EBT, businessl license, 
lottery application and etc. Contact: 
213-700-0720 / Norman.kim67@
gmail.com

House for Lease
Home for lease 2 bedrooms 1.5 
bathrooms plus Den in Leimert 
Park. Close to community transpor-
tation. Off street parking. $3500 per 
month. Call: (310) 773-7425.
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Natraj serves the ultimate in South 
Asian cuisine for weddings and 
special events.  Featuring our 
experienced and talented culinary 
team, and offering impeccable and 
unrivaled service, distinguishes us 
as the premier Indian caterer.

Our professional catering staff 
will create menus to exceed 
your expectations and ensure a 
memorable celebration for you and 
your guests.  Outstanding quality 
and exceptional value complete 
a perfect occasion.

            Catering
NatraNatrajj

23 Musick, Irvine 949/632-2778
www.natrajusa.com   email: vijay@natrajusa.com



P36 – FEBRUARY 2025 		  INDIA WEST


