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WASHINGTON, DC – India has 
refuted President Donald Trump’s 
claim that it had agreed to sig-
nificantly cut import tariffs on U.S. 
products, clarifying that no such 

commitment has been made. The 
rebuttal follows statements from 
Trump, who, in the early days of his 
second term, suggested that India 
had agreed to “cut their tariffs way 
down” due to pressure from his 
administration.

During a speech, Trump criti-
cized India’s tariff policies, describ-
ing them as “massive” and “almost 
restrictive.” He asserted, “You 
can’t sell anything into India,” and 
claimed, “They have agreed, by the 

With April 2 Deadline Looming, India With April 2 Deadline Looming, India 
Refutes Trump’s Tariff Refutes Trump’s Tariff 
Reduction ClaimsReduction Claims NEW DELHI (ANI) – U.S. Di-

rector of National Intelligence, 
Tulsi Gabbard, is currently in 
India as part of a multi-
nation visit, marking her 
first trip to the country 
since assuming of-
fice.

On March 17, 
G a b b a r d  m e t 
w i t h  I n d i a n 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
in New Delhi 
where he pre-
sented Gabbard 
with a vase con-
taining water from 
the Ganga, collected 
during the recently 
concluded Maha Kumbh 
Mela in Prayagraj. He also 
gifted her a rudraksha bead 
mala as a gesture of goodwill.

Following the meeting, Gabbard 

Tulsi Gabbard: Krishna’s 
Teachings Give Me Peace 

And Strength

Columbia Student Ranjani Srinivasan 
Flees To Canada Before ICE Can Arrest Her

India-West News Desk

NEW YORK, NY – Ranjani Srini-
vasan, a 37-year-old doctoral student 
in Urban Planning at Columbia Uni-
versity, is currently in Canada after 
voluntarily leaving the United States. 
Her decision to self-deport came af-
ter her student visa was revoked on 
March 5 by the U.S. Department of 
State, citing her alleged involvement 
in activities supporting Hamas, a des-
ignated terrorist organization.

Srinivasan, an Indian national and 
Fulbright scholar, was not given spe-
cific details about the revocation, only 
a vague reference to “information” 
that had come to light.

On March 7, U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents 
first visited her apartment, but she 
was not home. The following night, 
they returned, and Srinivasan, feeling 
the pressure of the escalating situa-
tion, quickly packed a few belongings, 
left her cat with a friend, and boarded 

a flight to Canada from LaGuardia 
Airport. Meanwhile, federal agents 
arrested another Columbia student, 
Mahmoud Khalil, on campus.

By the time ICE agents returned 
to her apartment with a judicial 
warrant, Srinivasan had already left 
the country. Reflecting on the tense 
atmosphere, she told The New York 
Times, “The atmosphere seemed so 
volatile and dangerous. So, I just 
made a quick decision.”
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Direct Line: 714-626-2023 • Cell: 714-335-9048
Email: jrshah@pacbell.net

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

INTERIOR DESIGNER

SERVICES AVAILABLE

• Total Remodeling with Designing &   
  Decorating
• Custom Furniture
• Mural painting and lighting
• Full line of landscaping including         
  Pool, Spa,Gazebo and BBQ.
• Hotel/Motel/Restaurant Remodeling 
  and decorating

Email: rjinteriors@yahoo.com
Cell: (714) 335-8240

Brings Your Dream Come True

WE would help you to examine your RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL real estate portfolio and 
maximize your cashflow and appreciation including 1031 Tax deferred exchanges.

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, 
BUSINESS/INVESTMENT PROPERTIES & 

1031 TAX DEFERRED EXCHANGE EXPERT

714-335-9048

Jigar (JR) Shah, MBA
License# 01116918

Please call JR for information of 
COVID 19 on Real Estate

Commercial

Residential

•  Triplex for Sale in Dana Point

•  4 BD 3 BA in Fullerton

•  6 Bd 4 Ba in Anaheim Hills 

•  4 BD 3 BA townhome in West Los Angeles

•  4 Bd 4.5 Ba home in gated community in Riverside

•  Huge Parcel of Land 530+ Acres Offering endless   

   opportunities to develop - FOR SALE

•  A fully approved 3/4 acre flat lot in Carmichael

•  A profitable Dry Cleaners for sale in Costa Mesa

•  A profitable beer, meat & Groceries business in Long Beach

•  Six Units, 18 Units apartments for Sale in Downey.

•  All Medical Retail Center in Gilbert, AZ (Very Decent CAP rate)

•  Buyers looking for Manufacturing and 

    Non manufacturing companies.

Rashmi Shah
USA graduate Interior Designer

COMMUNITY
Holi Fest Transforms Downtown San 

Jose Into A Spectacle Of Joy And Unity
India-West Staff Reporter

SAN JOSE, CA – Crowds thronged Discov-
ery Meadow in downtown San Jose as the vi-
brant hues of Holi filled the air at the city’s first-
ever “Holi Fest.” Presented by the Association 
of Indo Americans (AIA) and Bolly 92.3, the 
festival drew an estimated 15,000 attendees, 
celebrating the Indian festival of colors with 
joy, music, and cultural performances.

Holi, which signifies the arrival of spring 
and the victory of good over evil, was marked 
by revelers playfully tossing colored powders 

at one another, transforming the venue into 
a dazzling spectacle. The festival, supported 
by over 50 Indian organizations across the 
Bay Area, brought together people of all 
backgrounds in a jubilant celebration of 
Indian culture.

Dignitaries in attendance included Deputy 
Consul General of India Rakesh Adlakha, San 
Jose Mayor Matt Mahan, Sunnyvale Mayor 
Larry Klein, Fremont Mayor Raj Salwan, and 
several city council members and community 

leaders. Representatives from the offices of 
Congressman Ro Khanna, Congressman Sam 
Liccardo, and state officials also joined the fes-
tivities, expressing admiration for the event’s 
ability to bring the community together.

“We are thrilled to witness such a magnifi-
cent celebration of Holi here in San Jose,” 
said Mayor Mahan. “The colors, the energy, 
and the spirit of togetherness truly make this 
event special.” Many officials shared their 
experiences on social media, posting pictures 
and messages of appreciation.

The day-long event, which ran from 11 

a.m. to 6 p.m., featured live music, dance 
performances, and cultural showcases. The 
Association of Indo Americans, a nonprofit 
dedicated to promoting Indian heritage, 
played a key role in organizing the event.

“Holi Fest was more than just a festival—it 
was a testament to the vibrant and growing 
Indian American community in the Bay Area,” 
said an AIA representative. “We are grateful for 
the overwhelming support and look forward to 
making this an annual tradition.”

IRVINE, CA– The City of Irvine officially proclaimed March 14, 2025, as “Holi Day” to 
celebrate the vibrant Hindu festival of colors.

Mayor Larry Agran signed the proclamation on March 11, recognizing Holi’s significance 
in promoting unity, renewal, and cultural appreciation.

By officially recognizing Holi, the city of Irvine “aims to foster cross-cultural understand-
ing and strengthen its diverse community,” it said on its website. 

At a meeting in city hall on March 11 when the proclamation was adopted, Indian Ameri-
can city residents were present.

Irvine, CA Declares 
March 14 “Holi Day”
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Going Beyond Checkbook Philanthropy: 
Indian Americans Should Rethink Their Giving Strategies

By ALEX COUNTS,   
Executive Director,            
India Philanthropy Alliance

Like almost any skill, philanthropy can be 
improved through practice and study. In the 
same way that Indian Americans have mas-
tered the disciplines of spelling, medicine, ho-
tel management, and coding, as their wealth 
increases, they can and arguably must become 
more proficient at impactful giving that brings 
them satisfaction and indeed, joy. But busi-
ness as usual is not going to get the job done.

During the last 15 years, Indian Americans 
broke through from no political representa-
tion at the federal level to having some of the 
leading political figures in the country. The 
work of Indian American Impact was crucial 
to driving this progress. On the philanthrop-
ic front, the India Philanthropy Alliance, 
that I lead, has been providing leadership to 
grow the size, scope, and quality of American 
private giving to India. The main vehicle has 
been its annual India Giving Day campaign, 
which this year culminates on March 14.

While the 36 participating organizations 
that were selected due to the quality of their 
work and their trustworthiness are expected 
to announce some large grants this month, 
the emphasis of this third campaign is to 
encourage every Indian American family 
to participate by donating at least $100 if 
that is affordable to them. If we had 100% 
participation, it would mobilize $125 million 
and on a single day roughly double the an-
nual budgets of all three dozen participating 
organizations. That would I turn allow them 
to dramatically increase the scale of their 

work to promote education, health care, and 
livelihoods for low-income Indians while 
also advancing other worthy causes such as 
eldercare and animal rights.

But increasing the amount of Indian 
American giving is only the tip of the iceberg 
of what is possible. Considering that the 
community volunteers almost double the 
number of hours average Americans do, ac-
cording to a study by Dalberg, the diaspora’s 
understanding of philanthropic processes 

and needs is likely to be considerably greater 
than the typical donor’s. This opens the pos-
sibility of turning that practical knowledge 
into the most effective forms of giving as 
practiced by IGD’s National Co-Chairs.

It is important to remember that not only 
the recipients of philanthropy benefit; the 
givers do as well. As noted donors Raj Gupta 
and Deepak Raj wrote recently, “Research 
shows that people who give the most to 
charities are, on average, happier, healthier, 

and more successful than 
those who give less, or not 
at all. We can attest to the 
fact that our own giving 
has not only had a posi-
tive impact on society but 
made us better and more 
satisfied people. Our do-
nations will be one of our 
most important legacies, 
along with the families 
that we nurtured and the 
businesses that we built 
and ran.”

There are tremendous 
synergies between po-
tential the growth of big 
philanthropy ($100,000 
and above) within the 
Indian American commu-
nity, the broadening of the 
network of those who give 
at least $100, the matura-
tion of giving strategies 
to improve effectiveness, 
and the continued lead-
ership of the community 
in terms of its embrace of 
volunteerism.

India and its 30 million 
strong global diaspora are 
providing leadership to 
the world in many ways 
in recent decades. Yet the 
world’s most populous 
and diverse country is 
called to develop and dem-
onstrate new strengths. 
Philanthropy is one such 
possibility. If it can be fully 
grasped and realized, mil-
lions will benefit through 
better funded programs. 
In addition, a growing 
number of people will be 

drawn to the meaning and satisfaction that 
can be drawn through turning their empathy 
into pragmatic and action-oriented partner-
ships with leading nonprofit institutions.

(Counts is the author of four books includ-
ing his acclaimed midlife memoir ‘Changing 
the World Without Losing Your Mind’ and an 
adjunct professor at the Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity’s School of Advanced International Studies. 
Previously, he established Grameen Foundation 
in 1997 and served as its CEO for 18 years.)

I believe that the principles that underlie the most effective and satisfied 
givers can be summarized as follows:

(1) Focusing more on building institutions than on funding projects.
(2) Giving where the need is greatest (rather than to areas that are easily 

accessed).
(3) Measure the metrics that matter most, especially those related to impact, 

and deemphasize crude measures such as overhead rate.
(4) Support efforts of nonprofits to work together to accomplish more than 

any one charity can do alone.
(5) Support efforts of nonprofits to work creatively with public sector entities.
(6) Ensure the full inclusion of youth in philanthropic activities to ensure 

fresh perspectives and sustainability over time.
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Wholesale Price for entire 
project is $28.8M

Pricing for Residential Condos 
$7M+

Pricing for Commercial Condos 
varies from $4M - $5.5M+

30 Underground 
Parking Spaces

Residential Condos approximately
3000sqft + balcony with Ocean Views!

Commercial Condos from 
1800sqft - 2500sqft

About Property Pricing

NEEL DESAI
neel@desaicompany.com

C: 714-600-5116

ALAN DESAI
alan@desaicompany.com

C: 949-302-9729

Desai Diversifi ed Investments
NEW CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CONDOS

1369 North Coast Highway, Laguna Beach, CA 92651
www.1369nchlaguna.com
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COMMUNITY
CalKIDS Offers Up To $1,500 In 
Scholarships For CA Students

Record 72,620 Indian Americans 
Enrolled In Covered California As 

Program Hits Nearly 2 MillionIndia-West Staff Reporter

SACRAMENTO, CA—As college 
acceptance and financial aid letters 
begin to arrive, more than 2 million 
California high school seniors and 
college students have an opportunity 
to ease their education costs through 
the CalKIDS program, the nation’s 
largest child development account 
initiative. Administered by the Schol-
arShare Investment Board, CalKIDS 
provides eligible public school students with 
scholarships worth up to $1,500, helping 
them take the next step toward higher edu-
cation or career training.

Eligible students can use their CalKIDS 
Scholarship Accounts for tuition, fees, 
books, supplies, and computer equipment. 
Since the program’s launch in 2022, ap-
proximately $1 billion in CalKIDS Scholar-
ships have been made available to California 
public high school students.

Claiming a CalKIDS Scholarship is a 
straightforward process. Families need 
the student’s Statewide Student Identifier 
(SSID), a ten-digit number available from 
their school. Once they have the SSID, stu-
dents or parents can visit CalKIDS.org to 
check eligibility and claim their scholarship 
in just minutes.

Scholarship funds can be used at accred-
ited colleges, universities, trade schools, and 
career programs across the country. Once 
enrolled in a higher education program, 

students can log into their CalKIDS Account 
to request a distribution directly to their 
school for qualifying educational expenses.

“Studies show that students with just 
$500 or less set aside for college are three 
times more likely to attend college and four 
times more likely to graduate,” said Cassan-
dra DiBenedetto, executive director of the 
ScholarShare Investment Board. “CalKIDS 
Accounts are more than financial assis-
tance—they’re an investment in students’ 
futures, and we want to give every one of 
these students a reason to believe in their 
path to higher education.”

With roughly 60% of California public 
school students eligible for a CalKIDS Schol-
arship and key college decision and financial 
aid deadlines approaching, now is the time 
for students and families to check their eli-
gibility and claim their scholarship accounts.

For more information on eligibility, schol-
arship amounts, and how to claim a CalKIDS 
Scholarship Account, visit CalKIDS.org.

India-West Staff Reporter

SACRAMENTO, CA — Covered Califor-
nia has reached a record-high enrollment 
of 1,979,504 people for 2025, with Indian 
Americans making up a significant portion 
of the enrollees. A total of 72,620 Asian 
Indian consumers have signed up for health 
coverage through the state exchange, con-
tributing to the over 24% (391,960) of total 
enrollees who identify as Asian American.

The latest figures also show that 13,000 
new enrollees for 2025 identify as Asian 
Indian, reflecting a steady increase in health 
insurance participation among California’s 
Indian American community.

Statewide, Covered California reported 
that 345,711 people newly enrolled in health 
plans, while more than 1.6 million renewed 
their coverage. This marks the fourth con-
secutive year of rising enrollment, driven by 
federal and state subsidies that have made 
health insurance more affordable.

“The tremendous success during this 
open enrollment is the payoff from the work 
California has done for years to maximize 
the Affordable Care Act,” said Gov. Gavin 
Newsom. “California’s uninsured rate has 
continued to drop as Covered California has 
made it easier for consumers to find quality 
coverage at an affordable price.”

Since Covered California’s launch in 2014, 
the state’s uninsured rate has dropped from 

17.2% to 6.4%—the largest decrease in the 
country during the Affordable Care Act era. 
More than 6.3 million Californians have re-
ceived marketplace coverage at some point.

Potential Loss of Subsidies in 2026
Covered California’s success has been fu-

eled in part by enhanced federal subsidies 
introduced in 2021 under the American 
Rescue Plan, along with a state-funded 
cost-sharing reduction program. However, 
these subsidies are set to expire at the end 
of 2025 unless extended by Congress and 
President Trump.

Governor Gavin Newsom
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COMMUNITY
Alan Desai’s Oral Care Brand, 

Popwhite, Supports NFL 
Wives Charity Event

India-West Staff Reporter

NEW ORLEANS, LA – Popwhite, a socially 
conscious oral care brand, served as a lead 
sponsor of the Off The Field NFL Wives Asso-
ciation’s (OTF) 24th Annual Charity Fashion 
Show, held here ahead of the Super Bowl.

This year’s event, themed “A Legacy of 
Strength and Resilience,” honored the moth-
ers and wives of victims of the recent Bour-
bon Street attack, highlighting community 
support and solidarity.

The event featured 50 spouses and part-
ners of current and former NFL players 
walking the runway in a show of unity. OTF 
President Tenisha Patterson Brown empha-

sized the event’s purpose, stating, “True 
empowerment goes beyond words. It’s about 
fostering a strong foundation of support that 
uplifts entire communities.” Popwhite owner 
Alan Desai reiterated the brand’s support for 
meaningful causes. “This event was more 
than a fashion show—it was a moment to 
stand together and make an impact,” he said.

About: Popwhite is a peroxide-free oral 
care brand that uses color-correcting tech-
nology to brighten smiles without harsh 
chemicals. Its product line includes tooth-
paste, oral rinses, and professional-grade 
prophy paste for dental hygienists. It is 
vegan, PETA-certified, and made in the US.

For more: www.popwhitesmile.com.

Free Dental Services Camp Brings 
Smiles To Underserved Communities

India-West Staff Reporter

LOS ANGELES, CA – On February 22, the 
One World One Family (OWOF) Founda-
tion’s LA Chapter hosted a transformative 
Free  Den-
tal Services 
Camp,  de-
livering es-
sential oral 
care to those 
in need. The 
event took 
p l a c e  a t 
Tran’s den-
tal facility, 
showcasing 
the power of collaboration among dedicated 
professionals and organizations committed 
to community service.

At the heart of this initiative was the 
Punjabi Dental Society, spearheaded by 
Chairman Dr. Devinderpal Nagra and Presi-
dent Dr. Ranjeev Salwan. Their team of five 
skilled dentists, alongside OWOF Dental Co-
ordinator Dr. Viral Ukani, worked tirelessly 
to ensure that underserved patients received 
top-notch dental care without any cost.

The event benefited from the support of 
Dr. Kris Dill, Director of the North-West 
College Dental Assistant Program, and Dr. 
Quynh Tran, CEO of Tran’s Dental, whose 
facility and staff of seven provided a wel-
coming environment for patients. Under 
the guidance of CNUSD President Dr. Payne 
Stuart and his bilingual assistant, the camp 

smoothly coordinated the arrival of ten adult 
students per hour to assist in patient care.

Adding to the community spirit, the Gurd-
wara of Riverside, CA, graciously supplied a 
nourishing lunch for all participants, ensur-

ing that everyone left not only with brighter 
smiles but also with full stomachs.

“This initiative is a testament to the 
power of community service,” said Roopa 
Sharma, President of One World One Family 
Foundation. “By working together, we can 
ensure that no one is denied access to basic 
healthcare needs. Today, we made a real 
difference—one smile at a time.”

Salwan emphasized the importance of 
volunteer efforts, stating, “These free dental 
camps are only possible if we have dentists 
willing to dedicate their time and services 
to underserved communities.” Nagra also 
extended an invitation to fellow members 
of the Punjabi Dental Society, which boasts 
over 7,500 dentists, urging them to join in 
the mission of uplifting underprivileged 
populations.
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COMMUNITY

Fremont Mother Urges Congress To Continue 
Funding Childhood Cancer Research

India-West Staff Reporter

FREMONT, CA – Fremont resi-
dent and American Cancer Society 
Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) 
volunteer Manisha Modi Mehta 
joined 350 other cancer patients, 
survivors and family members in 
the nation’s capital for the 15th An-
nual Alliance for Childhood Cancer 
Action Days.

The event, organized by the 
Alliance for Childhood Cancer, 
of which ACS CAN is a member, 
brought together advocates from 
39 states and the District of Colum-
bia to push for stronger support in 
the fight against childhood cancer.

On February 28, Manisha met 
with Representative Ro Khanna’s 
legislative assistant and other 
congressional staff to share the 
story of her son Ronil, who passed 
away at 14 from an aggressive and 
difficult to treat brain tumor. She 
urged Congress to fund childhood 
cancer programs and ensure child-
hood cancer research remains a 
national priority.

“The vast majority of children 
with cancer, 85% of them, sur-
vive five years or more. This is a 
significant improvement from the 
five-year survival rate of about 
58% from fifty years ago. However, 
there are certain childhood can-

cers, like the one Ronil had, that 
still have a poor prognosis. Can-
cer research is critical to improve 
treatments that can help patients 
live longer and better,” said Mani-
sha in a statement. 

She and the other participants 
asked lawmakers to continue 
funding the Childhood Cancer Sur-
vivorship, Treatment, Access and 
Research (STAR) Act to improve 
the quality of life of childhood 
cancer patients, survivors and their 

families. 
They also 

asked lawmakers to support the 
Accelerating Kids’ Access to Care 
ACT, which would reduce red 
tape delays, allowing children 
with cancer and other complex 
medical needs who are covered by 
Medicaid quicker access to time-
sensitive care.

Additionally, they urged Con-
gress to continue to make strong 
investments in the National Insti-
tutes of Health and the National 
Cancer Institute to help advance 

discoveries in the fight against 
childhood cancer, among other 
asks. Eighty percent of the 14,000 
newly diagnosed children and ado-
lescents each year rely on research 
institutions to provide life-saving 
care, with more than half of newly 
diagnosed children enrolling in 
clinical trials.

“Since my son Ronil passed 
away, I have dedicated my time 
to raising awareness for DIPG 
(Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma) 
and finding avenues for research 
funding through the Neev Kolte & 

Brave Ronil Foundation. I hope our 
lawmakers understand the impor-
tant role they play in helping save 
lives from childhood cancer and 
that they heed our asks,” she added.

Cancer is the second leading 
cause of death in children ages 1 
to 14, and brain cancer is the lead-
ing cause of cancer-related death. 
About 9,550 children in the United 
States under the age of 15 will be 
diagnosed with cancer in 2025.  An 
estimated 1,050 children under the 
age of 15 are expected to die from 
cancer in 2025.

UCLA 
Calls For 

Submissions 
For 

Sardar Patel 
Award 2024

India-West Staff Reporter

LOS ANGELES, CA – The UCLA Center for India and South Asia is 
accepting submissions for the 2024 Sardar Patel Award, which recog-
nizes the best doctoral dissertation on modern India completed at a U.S. 
university. The award, which carries a $10,000 prize, honors scholarly 
excellence in history, social sciences, humanities, education, and fine 
arts. The submission deadline is April 1, 2025.

Established in 1999, the award continues to uphold the legacy of Sar-
dar Patel, a key leader in India’s independence movement and its first 
Deputy Prime Minister, known for unifying the nation’s princely states.

Eligible dissertations must have been completed between September 
1, 2023, and August 31, 2024, at a U.S.-accredited institution. Applicants 
must submit a PDF of their dissertation, along with an abstract, a cur-
riculum vitae, and a verification form from their dissertation supervisor 
or department chair. Submissions must be made online at https://www.
international.ucla.edu/cisa/patel.

The award recipient will be required to attend a conferral ceremony in 
Los Angeles and acknowledge the Sardar Patel Association in any related 
publications. For further inquiries: mohammadi@ucla.edu.
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PEOPLE
Rohini Bedi Recognized At International Women’s Day Gala
India-West Staff Reporter

LOS ANGELES, CA –Fashion 
designer and entrepreneur Rohini 
Bedi was honored at the Interna-
tional Women’s Day Gala 2025, 
held at the Taglyan Complex here 
on March 8. She joined a group of 
women, including Congresswoman 
Diane Watson, Natasha Graziano, 
Cynthia Rothrock, Virgelia Villegas 
and Sue Wong who were celebrated 
for their contributions to their 
respective fields and communities.

With over 30 years of experi-
ence in fashion design, Rohini has 
carved out a niche as a custom 
bridal and wedding designer. 
She is the founder of Fashion 

by Rohini, an Indian bridal and 
designer fashion store on Pioneer 
Boulevard, where she offers clients 
exclusive Indian couture. Her 
boutique works with top designers 
to provide high-end fashion, with 
services like personalized fittings, 
alterations, and customizations.

In addition to her work in fash-
ion, Rohini has contributed to the 
business community as the former 
president of the Artesia Chamber 
of Commerce. During her time at 
the helm, she introduced several 
initiatives, including evening busi-
ness mixers, a podcast, and a Busi-
ness of the Month feature aimed at 
supporting local businesses. She 
also played a key role in securing 

federal grants for small businesses 
during the pandemic.

Rohini is also a board member 
of SAHARA, a non-profit orga-
nization that serves survivors of 
abuse and promotes women’s 
empowerment. Through her in-
volvement, she helps further the 
organization’s mission to assist 
women on their paths to healing 
and independence.

Reflecting on her recognition, 
Rohini said, “It’s a privilege to be 
recognized alongside such inspir-
ing women. Fashion has always 
been my passion, and empow-
ering others through style and 
entrepreneurship is what drives 
me forward.”

Deepak Chopra, Meghan’s Guru, Suggests Spiritual Guidance To Mend Royal Family Rift
India-West News Desk

LOS ANGELES, CA – Author 
and wellness advocate Deepak 
Chopra believes spiritual guid-
ance could help bridge the divide 
between Prince Harry, Meghan 
Markle, and the Royal Family, a 
rift that deepened following their 

interview with Oprah Winfrey and 
the release of Harry’s memoir, 
Spare, according to the Daily Mail.

During a recent visit to London, 
Chopra told the Daily Mail that King 
Charles would play a crucial role in 
any reconciliation. “It would help if 
there were close alliances between 
the royals and spiritual help,” he 

said, adding that he would welcome 
the King seeking spiritual advice to 
mend relations with Harry.

Chopra, 78, has had direct in-
teractions with the couple, not 
only serving as Meghan’s spiritual 
mentor but also appearing on their 
first Spotify podcast. He empha-
sized that releasing antagonistic 

emotions is particularly significant 
for individuals facing health chal-

lenges, as King Charles currently 
does with cancer.

“We know now that all chronic 
disease is accompanied by three 
things: inflammation, stress, 
and depression,” Chopra told 
the Daily Mail. He noted that 
while genetics play a small role 
in disease, lifestyle factors—such 
as diet, social interactions, and 
emotional well-being—are crucial 
in managing health.

Satish Kumar and 
Kiran Kumar mar-
ried in Faridabad in 
1974 and recently 
celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversa-
ry. They have two 
children: Deepika, 
who resides in Dubai, 
and Gaurav Kumar, 
who lives in Simi Val-
ley, California.

Golden 
Anniversary
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Tanishq Expands U.S. Presence With New Stores 
In Atlanta And Seattle

India-West Staff Reporter

LOS ANGELES, CA – Tanishq, 
India’s leading jewelry brand, has 
expanded its footprint in the U.S. 
with the opening of new stores 
in Redmond, Washington, and 
Cumming, Georgia, marking a 
significant milestone in its North 
American growth. The new loca-
tions bring the brand’s total U.S. 
presence to six stores, catering to 
a growing demand for fine gold and 
diamond jewelry that blends South 
Asian heritage with contemporary 
American tastes.

The Atlanta-area store, locat-
ed at 580 Peachtree Parkway in 
Cumming, spans 3,270 square 
feet and offers more than 5,000 
unique designs, from traditional 
bridal collections to modern, ev-
eryday pieces. Atlanta’s diverse 

and rapidly growing population 
made it a strategic choice for 
expansion. The grand opening 
event welcomed Ramesh Babu 
Lakshmanan, Consul General 
of India in Atlanta, along with 
local dignitaries and custom-

ers eager to explore Tanishq’s 
collection. 

I n  R e d m o n d ,  W a s h i n g -
ton—home to a thriving South 
Asian community—the new 
3,640-square-foot showroom of-
fers a similar array of exquisite 

jewelry, combining craftsmanship 
with ethical sourcing. The launch 
event was attended by Prakash 
Gupta, Consul General of India 
in Seattle, and Redmond Mayor 
Angela Birney.

“Our journey in the U.S. is just 
beginning, and Atlanta and Seattle 
are key markets for us,” said Amrit 

Photo: Niraj Borker, Rajia SandhuPhoto: Jamie Howell

Pal Singh, Business Head – North 
America, Titan Company Limited. 
“We are proud to bring Tanishq’s 
exceptional craftsmanship and 
trust to additional vibrant and 
diverse communities, providing 
a destination for fine jewelry that 
seamlessly blends heritage and 
innovation.”

Santhosh Kumar 
Appointed Chief 

Information Officer 
Of Panera Bread 

ST. LOUIS, MO – Panera Bread, a leader in the fast 
casual restaurant industry, has announced the appoint-
m e n t  o f 
Santhosh 
Kumar as 
Chief  In-
formation 
Officer, 
effective 
February 
12. Kumar 
will report 
to Interim 
CEO Paul 
Carbone 
a n d  l e a d 
the compa-
ny’s technology organization, overseeing the develop-
ment, integration, and deployment of technology across 
more than 2,200 Panera cafes. He will work closely with 
the Panera Bread leadership team and franchisees to en-
hance the experience for both team members and guests.

Kumar is a seasoned IT executive with extensive ex-
pertise in digital transformation, core application mod-
ernization, retail point-of-sale systems, and electronic 
payment technologies. He joins Panera from United 
Natural Food, Inc. (UNFI), where he led a multi-year 
warehouse transformation program and cloud mod-
ernization efforts, achieving significant operational 
efficiencies and cost savings.

Before his tenure at UNFI, Kumar spent nearly 21 
years at Dunkin’ Brands, where he led the global IT 
team through various retail and digital innovation 
initiatives. “Panera Bread has a strong history as a tech-
nology leader in the restaurant industry,” said Kumar. 
“I am proud to join an already outstanding team and 
to continue Panera’s relentless focus on creating the 
most seamless and efficient experience for our team 
members and guests.”

Panera operates2,216 cafes, both company-owned 
and franchised, in 48 states, Washington D.C., and 
Ontario, Canada, under the Panera Bread and Saint 
Louis Bread Co. names.
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All kinds of Punjabi, 
Gujarati , South Indian 

snacks, and Thali

A House of Indian Traditional Sweets A House of Indian Traditional Sweets && Snacks Snacks

SWEETS: • Jalebi • Boondi Laddu • Barfi  (Kaju/Pista/Almond/Plain) 
  • Rasgulla • Peda • Petha • Amarti  • Cham Cham • Gulab Jamun 
  • Kalakand  • Karachi Halwa • Milk Cake • Ras Malai • Baalu Shahi
NAMKEEN:  • Kaju Masala • Dalmoth/Moong/Channa  Chevda Mix • Sevian 
  • Mathi • Gathia

Sweets & Namkeen available for all occasions

Catering Specialist
Order online on our website - 

www.ambalasweets.com

Ambala 
Sweets & Snacks

18433 Pioneer Blvd, Artesia, CA 90701 • 562-402-0006.
www.ambalasweets.com

Monday - Sunday 11:00 am - 8:30 pm

Swad Jo Rahe
  Hamesha Yaad

Bain Capital’s $1 Billion Move To Take 
Over Kerala’s Manappuram Finance

Blackstone’s $134 Million 
Kolte-Patil Deal Expands Its 

Massive Indian Portfolio 

India-West News Desk

PUNE – U.S. investment firm 
Blackstone will purchase a 40% 
stake in Indian real estate devel-
oper Kolte-Patil Developers in a 
deal worth $134 million.

Blackstone entered India 20 
years ago and is now one of the 
country’s largest owners of office 
buildings, data centers, shopping 
malls, and logistics parks.

Kolte-Patil said on March 13 
it will allot a Blackstone entity 

14.3% preferential shares in a deal 
worth 4.17 billion rupees, while its 
controlling shareholders will sell 
another 25.7% to the U.S. firm for 
about 7.5 billion rupees.

According to Indian market 
regulations, the sale will trigger a 
so-called open offer for Blackstone 
to buy up to 26% shares from exist-
ing shareholders, Reuters noted.

Kolte-Patil builds residential 
as well as commercial complexes 
and has a presence in the cities of 
Mumbai, Pune, and Bengaluru.

India-West News Desk

BOSTON, MA – American pri-
vate investment firm Bain Capital 
is on the verge of acquiring a 
significant stake in Manappuram 
Finance, one of Kerala’s leading 
gold loan providers, in a deal val-
ued at approximately $1 billion. 
If finalized, Bain could own up 
to 46% of the company, marking 
a pivotal shift in its ownership 
structure.

Currently,  Manappuram’s 
CEO and Managing Director, 
V.P. Nandakumar, and his pro-
moter group hold a 32.25% 

stake.  Bain plans to secure 
nearly a quarter of the company 
through a mix of fresh capital 
infusion via preferential allot-
ment and a stake purchase from 
the promoters. The investment 
firm also intends to launch an 
open offer for an additional 26% 
stake, potentially increasing its 
total shareholding to 46%.

The negotiations, which began 
in 2024, saw multiple parties 
express interest in Manappuram 
Finance. Bain Capital emerged as 
the frontrunner, but talks were 
delayed due to disagreements 
over the deal structure. Bain was 

particularly drawn to 
the company’s gold 
loan business, which 
accounts for 55% of 
its total assets under 
management. Howev-
er, the promoters re-
sisted selling only this 
segment, as it would 
leave them with less 
profitable divisions 
such as microfinance, 
vehicle finance, and 
housing loans.

In October last year 
the Reserve Bank of 
India also placed re-
strictions on Manap-
puram’s microfinance 
division but has now 

lifted the ban.
V.P. Nandakumar and his fam-

ily members may transition into 
non-executive roles. Nandakumar 
inherited the business in 1986 
following his father’s passing 
and transformed it from a small 
pawnbroking and money lending 
operation in Thrissur into one of 
India’s largest non-banking finan-
cial companies.

Under his leadership, Manap-
puram Finance has grown into 
a powerhouse in the gold loan 
sector, diversifying into other 
financial services.
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Tutoring - Test Prep - Consulting

PSAT SAT ACT SAT II AP
We offer a wide range of 
comprehensive test prepara-
tion courses. Along with a 
revision of the subject's funda-
mentals we will help you 
understand the tests inside 
out.

• Free diagnostic test & in-depth 
   analysis
• Guidance for weak area 
   improvement

• Comprehensive drills for all 
   sections 
• Test-taking strategies
• Online practice tools
• Full-length practice tests

• Complete course coverage

Math, English, Sciences
We offer one of the most 
comprehensive tutoring 
programs available today. 
Guaranteed improvement in 
3-6 months for committed 
students.

• Homework help
• Quiz/Test preparation
• Weekly grades monitoring and 
   corrective actions
• Additional practice drills & Online 
   practice tools 
• Parallel common core course - 
   Math & English 

Counseling & College App

Selecting a career can be a 
daunting task given the 
number of options available 
today. The counselors at 
Gurukul can help you narrow 
down and select the best 
options which relate to your 
interests, skills and goals and 
are also aligned with your 
academic capabilities

• College selection

• Career guidance and selection
• High school roadmap

• College application and essay 
    help
• Scholarship &, Financial 
   aid/FAFSA guidance

Gurukul is a leading Tutoring and Test-Prep institute based in Artesia, California. We offer a wide range of 
tutoring programs for your crucial Elementary, Middle and High School years. Be it a matter of GPA improve-
ment or taking a critical test like SAT, we cater to all your requirements. Our professional experienced staff 
will leave no stone unturned in pursuit of your goals.

Gurukul Academy
Building a strong foundation

17510 Pioneer Blvd. Ste 203
Artesia, CA (90701)

www.trygurukul.com 

(209) 487-8585

info@trygurukul.com

Tutoring Test Preparation Consulting

Afterschool program available with pick up from select ABC district schools. 
Free trial class and consulting. Call and reserve your spot today !

Now o�ering one-on-one online tutoring via zoom 

Navdeep S.Sachdeva Named To LA 
Central Area Planning Commission 

Shasti Conrad Appointed 
Associate Chair Of 

Democratic National Committee
India-West Staff Reporter

LOS ANGELES, CA – Navdeep 
Singh (Duncan) Sachdeva has 
been appointed to the Central 
Area Planning Commission by 
Mayor Karen Bass, with the Los 
Angeles City Council unani-
mously approving the decision 
on January 22.

The Central Area Planning 
Commission plays a pivotal role 
in shaping the urban landscape 
of Los Angeles. As one of seven 
regional commissions, the APC 
oversees appeals on land use 
matters, including conditional use 
permits, variances, and zoning ad-
justments. In many cases, the APC 
serves as the final authority, with 
its decisions influencing housing 
policies, economic development, 
and neighborhood planning.

Sachdeva brings a wealth of 
experience to the commission, 
having worked for over a decade in real 
estate asset and portfolio management. His 
professional background is complemented 
by extensive civic leadership, including roles 
with the Los Feliz Neighborhood Council 
and the Los Feliz Improvement Association. 
These positions, he said, have equipped him 
with firsthand experience in community 
advocacy, stakeholder engagement, and ad-
dressing urban planning challenges.

“This role carries a profound respon-

sibility to ensure that land use decisions 
are made fairly, equitably, and in the 
best interest of all stakeholders. With my 
background in real estate and community 
engagement, I will work to uphold trans-
parency, balance economic development 
with neighborhood integrity, and contrib-
ute to a planning process that reflects the 
needs of both current residents and future 
generations,” he said after learning of the 
appointment.

India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC – Shasti Conrad, 
Chair of the Washington State Democrats, 
has been appointed Associate Chair of the 
Democratic National Committee (DNC), 
marking another historic milestone in her 
political career. Conrad, the first woman 
of color and youngest person to lead the 
Washington Democrats, will join U.S. Rep-
resentative Joyce Beatty and Labor Caucus 
Chair Stuart Applebaum in the role.

“I am honored and proud to be named 
Associate Chair of the Democratic National 
Committee,” Conrad said in a statement. “Our 
party has an enormous responsibility to pro-
vide oversight and accountability to the law-
less Trump-Musk Administration. Through 
our commitment to authentic candidates, 
popular economic policies, and year-round 
organizing, Washington state was the only 
state that did not shift towards the Repub-
licans in 2024. I look forward to using my 
new role as DNC Associate Chair to help the 
Democratic Party become more like Wash-
ington state and less like Washington, D.C.”

DNC Chair Ken Martin praised Conrad’s 
appointment, highlighting her political 
expertise and leadership. “At such a critical 
moment, we are excited to have experienced, 
aggressive operatives who are ready to roll 
up their sleeves and defend Democratic 
values up and down the ballot,” Martin said.

Conrad’s political career has been defined 
by groundbreaking firsts. She is the first 

South Asian woman to lead a state party 
organization anywhere in the United States 
and the first Asian American and Pacific 
Islander (AAPI) Chair in the contiguous 48 
states. Born in Calcutta, she was adopted by 
a single mother and raised in rural Oregon 
before earning degrees from Seattle Uni-
versity and Princeton’s School of Public and 
International Affairs.

Before leading the Washington Democrats, 
Conrad worked on four presidential cam-
paigns, served in the Obama White House’s 
Office of Public Engagement, and advised 
President Obama’s senior team. Her influence 
in politics has been widely recognized—Seat-
tle Met Magazine named her one of the most 
influential people in Seattle politics, and the 
American Association of Political Consultants 
included her in its “40 Under 40” list.

With her appointment to the DNC’s lead-
ership, Conrad is poised to play a key role in 
shaping the party’s national strategy heading 
into the 2026 midterms and beyond.
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MAGA Rep. Brandon Gill Links 

Gujarati Gathering To ‘Caste System’

India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC – The six Democratic 
physicians in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives officially launched the Congressional 
Doctors Caucus, a new initiative aimed at 
promoting the health and well-being of 
Americans through pragmatic healthcare 
policy. The caucus will leverage the collective 
expertise of its members to offer insights on 
critical health issues and advocate for solu-
tions that improve access, reduce costs, and 
strengthen care delivery, a press release said.

The group is led by Rep. Ami Bera, M.D. 
(CA-06), an internal medicine physician, 
who expressed the caucus’s goal of advancing 
evidence-based solutions in healthcare. “As 
physicians, we bring firsthand experience 
with the challenges facing patients and pro-

Ami Bera, Dem Physicians 
Launch Congressional Caucus

viders every day,” Bera said. “This caucus will 
harness our collective expertise to advance 
practical, evidence-based solutions that 
lower costs, expand access, and strengthen 
care delivery. I look forward to working with 
my colleagues to ensure every American has 
access to quality, affordable care.”

The formation of the Democratic Doc-
tors Caucus marks a significant shift in the 
political landscape, which has long been 
dominated by Republican physicians. The 
GOP Doctors Caucus, established in 2009, 
boasts over a dozen members, and has been 
a key player in shaping healthcare policy. 
However, the new Democratic caucus seeks 
to challenge this dominance and offer a 
counter-narrative, especially as healthcare 
policy faces ongoing attacks from Republi-
can lawmakers.

India-West Staff Reporter

DALLAS, TX – Rep. Brandon Gill, a Re-
publican congressman from Texas’s 26th 
District and a staunch supporter of 
Donald Trump, is facing backlash 
over an inflammatory tweet criticiz-
ing an Indian American community 
gathering in Dallas.

On March 1, tech analyst Dylan 
Patel tweeted a photo of a crowd at a 
Leuva Patidar Samaj volleyball tour-
nament, noting that approximately 
8,000 attendees had gathered, rep-
resenting a community of about 
40,000 in the U.S. He described the 
group as predominantly business 
owners in the motel and gas station industries.

Gill responded with a tweet that drew im-
mediate criticism: “America is the ‘land of op-
portunity’ precisely because we DON’T have 
a caste system. We cannot sustain America’s 
prosperity and liberty by importing foreign 
class allegiances. Immigration without as-
similation is national and cultural suicide.” 

Gill’s remarks, which framed the gathering 
as a threat to American values, were quickly 
condemned by Hindu American Foundation 
co-founder Suhag Shukla. Responding to the 
congressman, Shukla tweeted, “Respectfully, 
the misuse of the word ‘caste’ and now your 
tweet are fomenting the type of anti-Indian 
and anti-Hindu hate that days ago led to real 
violence. This is over a volleyball ‘tourna-
ment’ at a reunion of an Indian American im-
migrant community (wrongly termed ‘caste’) 
of traditional farmers now contributing to 

America as small store and hotel owners 
creating jobs and paying taxes.”

She further challenged Gill’s framing of 
the event, asking, “Would you have said the 

same thing if Scot-Irish farming families 
from West Virginia or Mennonite families 
from Pennsylvania were meeting up in 
Dallas? We need our elected leaders to do 
much better.”

Gill, a former conservative student leader 
at Dartmouth College and an outspoken critic 
of progressive policies, has positioned himself 
as a defender of traditional American values. 
His tweet echoes broader nationalist rhetoric 
about immigration and assimilation, themes 
that have been central to former President 
Donald Trump’s political movement.

The controversy comes amid increasing 
scrutiny of how caste is discussed in the U.S. 
and growing concerns about anti-Indian 
and anti-Hindu sentiment. It also under-
scores ongoing tensions between right-wing 
politicians and minority communities over 
identity and belonging in America.

Photo: Brandon Gill
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If you or a loved one has been affected by
domestic violence, please contact SAHARA to

gain assistance. 

Services Offered

Case Management
Mental Health Counseling
Support Groups
Emergency/Transitional Housing
Legal Referrals
Childcare Support
Transportation Vouchers
Educational Career Counseling

562.402.4132
 or email 

info@saharacares.org 
Crisis Helpline 1.888.724.2722

www.saharacares.org

Contact SAHARA 

Scan the QR Code to visit
our website and view our

other programs

SAHARA SERVING SURVIVORS OF ALL FORMS OF ABUSE WITHIN THE SOUTH
ASIAN COMMUNITY IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WITH CULTURALLY SENSITIVE

AND LINGUISTICALLY SPECIFIC SERVICES.                 

NON PROFIT TAX ID # 26-0736033 
 

Counseling Advocacy Reintegration and Educa
tio

n

सहारा िकसी भी कार के द�ुय�वहार  से   पीिड़त �यियो को सां�कृतक और
भाषाई संवेदनाओ के साथ सेवा दान करती ह�।

हम ह�द�, उ� , पंजाबी, गुजराती, बां�ला, तेलुगु और तमल
बोलते ह।

ProjectProjectProject

You are not alone. Support
is available. All services are

free and confidential,
please call or email us for

an appointment. 

C . A . R . E

“This publication was supported by funding awarded by CAL OES DV24 03 1316 through
the California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES).” 

Saikat Chakrabarti Announces 
2026 Challenge To Nancy Pelosi

Vivek Ramaswamy: China 
And Singapore Are Years 

Ahead Of US Students 

India-West News Desk

SAN FRANCISCO, CA – Saikat 
Chakrabarti, a progressive political 
strategist and former chief of staff 
to Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 
(D-NY), has announced his bid 
to challenge 84-year-old former 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-
CA) in the 2026 election cycle. 
The 39-year-old Indian American, 
known as one of the principal ar-
chitects of the Green New Deal, is 
positioning himself as a candidate 
for generational change within the 
Democratic Party.

A Call for New Leadership
In a lengthy post on Elon Musk’s 

social media platform, X, Chakrab-
arti criticized the Democratic 
Party’s current leadership, arguing 
that they are ill-prepared to con-
front the political realities of today.

“Watching U.S. President Don-

ald Trump and billionaire Elon 
Musk freely unleash chaos in their 
illegal seizure of government, it’s 
become clear to me that the Demo-
cratic Party needs new leadership,” 
he wrote. “I don’t understand how 
D.C.’s Democratic leaders are so 
paralyzed and unprepared for this 
moment after living through Presi-
dent Trump’s first term—and after 
Trump and Elon warned us exactly 
what they planned to do.”

While acknowledging Pelosi’s 
legacy, he emphasized the need for 
fresh perspectives. “I respect what 
Nancy Pelosi has accomplished in 
her career, but we are living in a 
totally different America than the 
one she knew when she entered 
politics 45 years ago.”

Political Journey and Vision
Born in Fort Worth, Texas, to In-

dian immigrant parents, Chakrab-
arti graduated from Harvard Uni-

versity in 2007. He later moved to 
California, co-founding the tech 
startup Mockingbird and serving 
as a founding engineer at Stripe. 
However, his trajectory shifted in 
2016 when he left Silicon Valley to 
work on Sen. Bernie Sanders’ (I-
VT) presidential campaign.

Galvanized by Trump’s vic-
tory, he co-founded Brand New 
Congress, a political action group 
aimed at recruiting progressive 
congressional candidates support-
ed by small-dollar donors rather 
than corporate interests. This later 
merged into Justice Democrats, 
where he played a key role in 
Ocasio-Cortez’s 2018 victory.

After leaving Capitol Hill, 
Chakrabarti returned to San Fran-
cisco, where he has spent the past 
five years leading New Consensus, 
a think tank focused on progressive 
policy solutions.

India-West News Desk

CINCINNATI, OH – Despite the 
backlash and his exiting the Depart-
ment of Government Efficiency 
(DOGE) after criticizing American 
culture, Vivek Ramaswamy contin-
ues to emphasize the rise of medi-
ocrity and the need to address it.

His latest remarks come as the 
Department of Education faces 
deep cuts under the Trump ad-
ministration.

“We can’t ignore the educational 
achievement crisis anymore. Stu-
dents in China are four years ahead 
of ours. Students in Singapore are 
a full five years ahead. Seventy-
five percent of U.S. eighth graders 
aren’t proficient in math. Shutting 
down the failed U.S. Department 
of Education is a good first step, 
but it’s going to fall on the states 
to fix the problem,” Ramaswamy 

said on March 17.
The Ohio gubernatorial can-

didate has been vocal about the 
decline in academic standards, 
arguing that the U.S. education 
system lags behind global com-
petitors.

Ramaswamy has made education 
reform a central pillar of his cam-
paign. One of his key proposals? “Get 
the cell phones out of the schools.”

His outspoken criticism of 
American culture—particularly 
his claim that the U.S. glorifies 
mediocrity—sparked backlash in 
the past within the Republican 
Party. He specifically pointed to the 
reliance on H-1B workers in tech, 
arguing that the U.S. education 
system fails to produce top-tier 
engineers. His remarks rankled 
conservatives, leading to his de-
parture from DOGE on the day of 
Trump’s inauguration.
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Sarva Mangal Family Trust
Shah Happiness Foundation

Manu and Rika Shah Bring 
Technology and Opportunity to Rural Mexico

In a remarkable act of generosity and vision, Rika and Manu 
Shah, founders of the Shah Happiness Foundation, partnered 
with the Creating Care Foundation to donate 177 iPads and 
Chromebooks to Bachillerato Sabes Potreros, a high school in 
the rural town of Potreros, Mexico. Potreros, a small farming 
community of 2,000 people located near León in Guanajuato, is 
known for its leather craftsmanship, blue agave cultivation, and 
strong family ties. The donation marks a significant milestone 
for the school, which has grown from humble beginnings—a 
single teacher and a table in a community center—into an insti-
tution serving students from Potreros and neighboring villages.

The Shah Happiness Foundations donation was part of an 
effort led by 16 teenagers from Anaheim High School in Califor-
nia, many of whom have deep ties to Potreros through family 
connections. These teenagers, inspired to make a difference, 
founded the Creating Care Foundation to help improve educa-
tional opportunities in their ancestral hometown. Recognizing 
the transformative potential of technology, the foundation set 
out to provide iPads and Chromebooks to students and teach-
ers in Potreros, enabling them to access global resources and 
enhance their education. Manu and Rika Shah, well-known 
for their philanthropy, funded 170 of the devices, turning this 
ambitious dream into reality.



P18 – MARCH 2025   INDIA WEST



MARCH 2025 – P19INDIA WEST



P20 – MARCH 2025   INDIA WESTMARCH 2025 – P5INDIA WEST

Who Gives the Most to Charity? 
A Global Perspective on Philanthropy

BY NAVNEET S. CHUGH

Philanthropy is a mirror reflecting the 
values of a nation, its socio-economic pri-
orities, and cultural motivations. Across the 
globe, charitable giving varies significantly 
in both scale and focus. Some nations lead 
the world in generosity, while others lag 
behind, often due to economic challenges 
or differing cultural norms. Let’s explore 
how different countries approach charity, 
how the U.S. and India compare, and the 
broader impact of philanthropy on society.

Which Countries Give the Most and 
Least to Charity?

According to the World Giving Index by 
the Charities Aid Foundation, the most 
generous countries include the United 
States, New Zealand, and Indonesia. The 
U.S. consistently ranks high, with Ameri-
cans donating over $480 billion annually 
to various causes. In contrast, nations fac-
ing economic instability, like Yemen and 
Venezuela, tend to rank low in charitable 
giving. The disparities reflect differences 
in disposable income, cultural emphasis 
on philanthropy, and trust in institutions.

India, despite its growing economy, is a 
complex case. While it doesn’t rank as high 
globally, India has seen a surge in philan-
thropy from ultra-wealthy individuals like 
Azim Premji and Nandan Nilekani, along-
side a robust culture of smaller, community-
driven giving rooted in religious traditions 
like daan (charity) and seva (service).

What Causes Do People Support?
Globally, charitable giving focuses on the 

following areas:
• Education: A priority in many coun-

tries, as education is seen as a path to 
upward mobility and economic growth.

• Healthcare: Particularly during crises 
like the COVID-19 pandemic, healthcare 
donations have surged.

• Religion: Religious giving remains sig-
nificant, particularly in countries like the 
U.S. and India, where faith-based orga-
nizations often lead charitable initiatives.

• Art and Music: A smaller but impact-
ful portion of donations supports cultural 
preservation and artistic endeavors.

tion. This makes the sector a vital part of 
the economy and a “mini-government” 
addressing social needs in areas where 
public services fall short.

In India, nonprofit employment is less 
formalized. While millions contribute 
to the nonprofit sector, particularly 
through grassroots organizations, the 
percentage of the workforce involved in 
formal nonprofit employment is much 
lower. This reflects the sector’s reliance 
on volunteers and the lack of structured 
funding mechanisms.

Globally, the U.S. leads in nonprofit 
employment, demonstrating its robust 
infrastructure and societal emphasis on 
organized philanthropy.

A Nation of Givers: 
Living Up to JFK’s Vision
John F. Kennedy famously said, “Ask 

not what your country can do for you—ask 
what you can do for your country.” The 
nonprofit sector embodies this ethos, of-
fering individuals a way to give back to 
their communities and address critical 
social issues. With one in ten Americans 
working in nonprofits, this sector has be-
come a cornerstone of civic engagement 
and service.

In India, a similar spirit of giving ex-
ists, deeply rooted in cultural and reli-
gious traditions. However, formalizing 
this generosity through policies like 
reintroducing a gift tax could amplify 
its impact, channeling more resources 
into education, healthcare, and poverty 
alleviation.

Finally 
Philanthropy reflects the heart of a na-

tion. While countries like the U.S. lead in 
both giving and nonprofit infrastructure, 
there is room for growth and innovation 
worldwide. India, with its rich tradition of 
giving, has untapped potential that could 
be unlocked through policy changes and 
greater public awareness.

Ultimately, the nonprofit world offers 
a way to live up to Kennedy’s ideal—a 
path where individuals can contribute to 
a better future, not just for their country 
but for humanity as a whole. By foster-
ing a culture of giving, nations can build 
stronger, more equitable societies, one 
act of kindness at a time.

In the U.S., religion accounts for nearly 
27% of all charitable giving, followed 
by education and healthcare. In India, 
religious charities also dominate, with 
temples, mosques, and churches often 
serving as focal points for philanthropy. 
However, there is a growing emphasis on 
education and rural development.

Death Taxes: 
A Factor in Generosity
The U.S. levies an estate tax, often 

referred to as the “death tax,” on large 
inheritances. This tax encourages many 
wealthy individuals to leave substantial 
portions of their estates to charity to 
reduce the taxable amount. High-profile 
examples include Warren Buffett and 
Bill Gates, who have pledged the ma-
jority of their wealth to philanthropic 
causes.

India, by contrast, abolished its in-
heritance tax in 1985. While this may 
simplify wealth transfer within fami-
lies, it removes a powerful incentive for 
large-scale charitable giving after death. 
Reintroducing a gift or inheritance tax 
in India could channel more wealth into 
philanthropy, particularly in areas like 
education and healthcare.

Motivations for Giving: 
In Life and Death
 Why do people give? The motivations 

are as diverse as the donors themselves:
• Altruism: A genuine desire to improve 

the lives of others.

• Legacy: A way to be remembered and 
make a lasting impact.

• Tax Benefits: Practical incentives that 
make giving more appealing.

• Social Pressure: In some cultures, there 
is an expectation for the wealthy to give 
back.

For many, giving during their lifetime 
provides the opportunity to see the impact 
of their generosity, fostering a sense of 
fulfillment and purpose.

Nonprofit Employment: 
U.S. vs. India
The nonprofit sector is a significant 

employer worldwide. In the U.S., approxi-
mately 10% of the workforce—one in ten 
people—works for a nonprofit organiza-
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POLITICS

CHIKU aka SAPOTA

A Trusted Source for Organically Grown Tropical & Subtropical Fruit Trees. Family owned & operated for over thirty years, the nursery 
offers selected varieties of fruit trees specifi cally adapted to various growing zones throughout Southern California. To help them 
thrive in your home garden, growing information is also provided both verbally and in printed form. 

PAPAYA TREE NURSERY

Special variety (PTN#1) adapted to S. California can begin fruiting in one or two years at a 
height of only four feet. This very sweet fruit is one of nature’s special desserts. Delicious as 
a fresh-picked fruit, or you can make chiku kulfi  just like grandma did! These space-saving, 
semi-dwarf trees grow to only 12’ tall in S. California and can be container grown. On 
display at the nursery, you can view a fruiting chiku tree planted in the ground 6 years ago.

SOME OF THE PLANTS OFFERED: BANANA – FIG – JAKFRUIT – LITCHEE – MANGO – PAPAYA 
– POMEGRANATE – KALA JAMUN – SHAHTOOT/MULBERRY – SITAPHAL/SHARIFA

Open 7 Days A Week by Same- Day Appointment. 8 AM to 6PM (Please Call First)

Website: www.papayatreenursery.com   -   (818) 363-3680P
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way, they want to cut their tariffs 
way down now because somebody 
is finally exposing them for what 
they have done.”

However, a senior Indian gov-
ernment official responded firmly 
before a parliamentary panel, stat-
ing that no commitments had been 
made regarding tariff reductions. 
According to AFP, the official em-
phasized that India had requested 
time until September to address 
the trade concerns repeatedly 
raised by Washington. Commerce 

Secretary Sunil Barthwal reiterated 
that India’s focus is on negotiating 
a long-term bilateral trade agree-
ment with the U.S., rather than 
making hasty adjustments to tariff 
structures.

Earlier, in his speech before a 
joint session of Congress on March 
4, Trump vowed to impose recipro-
cal tariffs on India starting April 2, 
citing what he described as “unfair 
trade practices.” “Other countries 
have used tariffs against us for 
decades, and now it’s our turn to 
start using them,” Trump declared. 

He pointed to India’s high tariffs, 
claiming, “India charges us tar-
iffs—100 percent. The system is not 
fair to the U.S., it never was.” He 
also criticized China and the Euro-
pean Union for similar practices.

This move comes as India’s trade 
surplus with the U.S. has surged 
over the past decade, reaching $35 
billion for the fiscal year ending in 
2024, accounting for nearly 1% of 
India’s GDP. Key sectors such as 
electronics, pharmaceuticals, and 
textiles—major contributors to this 
surplus—are expected to bear the 

brunt of the new tariffs.
In response to the escalat-

ing tensions, Indian Commerce 
Minister Piyush Goyal visited 
the U.S. on March 3 to negoti-
ate trade concessions. However, 
India did not release an official 
statement following the visit, 
which had been preceded by the 
abrupt cancellation of previously 
scheduled meetings. Reports in-
dicate that India was open to re-
ducing tariffs on industrial goods 
like automobiles and chemicals, 
but it resisted U.S. pressure to 
lower duties on agricultural and 
other sensitive sectors.

With the U.S. being India’s 
largest trading partner, any fur-

ther tariff escalation could have 
significant consequences. India’s 
merchandise trade with the U.S. 
has grown 8% year-over-year, 
surpassing $106 billion in the ten 
months through January. How-
ever, sectors such as chemicals, 
metals, jewelry, and food products 
remain vulnerable to the looming 
tariffs. Analysts from Citi Research 
have warned that India could face 
annual losses of up to $7 billion if 
the tariffs are implemented.

Despite ongoing concerns over 
tariffs, the U.S. has secured multi-
billion-dollar defense deals with 
India, underscoring the deepen-
ing military ties between the two 
nations.

India Refutes Trump’s Tariff  Reduction Claims
Contd. from P1

(562) 923-6060 • www.ameqme.com
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WALK-INS WELCOME
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sat down for an interview where she shared how her 
spiritual journey and Hindu faith play an integral 
role in her life. A devout follower of Lord Krishna, 
Gabbard revealed that Krishna’s teachings to Arjuna 
in the Bhagavad Gita provide her with comfort and 
strength in both the best and worst of times.

“My personal spiritual practice, my relationship with 
God, is at the center of my life,” Gabbard explained. “In 
different times of my life, whether serving in war zones 
or facing current challenges, it is Krishna’s teachings 
to Arjuna that I turn to for guidance. Those teachings 
give me strength, peace, and great comfort.”

Gabbard spoke about the significance of living a 
life in alignment with her faith, saying, “What better 
way to do that than to be of service to all of God’s 
children? I do my best every day to live a life that is 
pleasing to God.”

Her love for India was also evident as she shared 

Tulsi Gabbard
Contd. from P1

Contd. from P1
Her troubles began 

last year during pro-
Palestinian protests at 
Columbia. Though not 
a direct participant, 
Srinivasan was arrested 
after she was caught 
in a chaotic clash be-
tween protesters and 
police. She was issued 
two court summonses 
for obstructing traffic 
and failing to disperse, 
but both charges were 
dropped without any 
criminal record. Srini-
vasan did not disclose 
these summonses when 
renewing her student 
visa,  bel ieving the 
charges had been dis-
missed and were therefore not relevant. In hindsight, she admitted to 
NYT, “Maybe that was my mistake,” but emphasized that she would have 
disclosed the information had she known it was required.

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security later announced that 
Srinivasan had self-deported using the CBP Home App. Secretary 
of Homeland Security Kristi Noem issued a statement, stating that 
holding a U.S. visa is a privilege and those advocating violence or 
terrorism should not remain in the country. The move was part of a 
broader crackdown by the Trump administration on pro-Palestinian 
activists, and Srinivasan’s case has sparked concerns among immi-
gration lawyers about the government’s aggressive actions in cases 
involving political speech.

On March 14, Srinivasan received an email from Columbia inform-
ing her that her enrollment had been withdrawn due to her terminated 
visa status.

Ranjani Srinivasan Flees To 
Canada Before ICE Can Arrest Her

her deep connection with the country. “I always feel 
at home when I’m here,” Gabbard said, noting the 
kindness of the people and her fondness for Indian 
cuisine. “The Dal Makhani and anything with fresh 
paneer is delicious.”

Gabbard’s visit to India is part of a broader dip-
lomatic tour, and she will be addressing the Raisina 
Dialogue on March 18, where she will further engage 
in discussions on U.S.-India relations.

PM Modi Joins Truth 
Social, Trump Reacts
NEW DELHI (ANI) – Prime Minister Narendra Modi on March 17 

joined Truth Social, the social media platform used by President Donald 
Trump. Trump later shared the link to Modi’s podcast with Lex Fridman 
where the Indian is effusive about him.

Modi wrote, “Delighted to be on Truth Social! Looking forward to in-
teracting with all the passionate voices here and engaging in meaningful 
conversations in the times to come.” In another post, he thanked Trump 
after he shared the podcast link: “Thank you, my friend, President Trump. 
I’ve covered a wide range of topics, including my life journey, India’s civi-
lizational outlook, global issues, and more,” Modi wrote on Truth Social.

In the podcast, Modi recalled Trump’s resilience and determination 
during the US election campaign, even after being shot. He said, “When 
he was shot during the recent campaign, I saw the same resilient and 
determined President Trump, the one who walked hand-in-hand with 
me in that stadium. Even after being shot, he remained unwaveringly 
dedicated to America. His life was for his nation.”

He also drew parallels between Trump’s “America First” ideology and 
his own “India First” approach, highlighting their shared commitment 
to prioritizing their nations’ interests.

Modi also highlighted his first White House visit, when Trump broke 
formal protocols and personally gave him a tour. “When I visited him in 
the White House for the first time, there was already a lot written about 
President Trump in the media. At that time, he was still new to office and 
the world had a rather different perception of him. Even though I had 
been briefed in many different ways before meeting him, to my surprise, 
the very moment I stepped into the White House, he broke all formal 
protocols right away. And then, he took me on a tour of the White House. 
As he showed me around, I noticed something striking—he wasn’t hold-
ing any notes or cue cards, nor was anyone accompanying him to assist.”

“He pointed things out himself. This is where Abraham Lincoln lived,” 
Modi said. “He even explained why the courtroom was designed so long. 
He would point at the table and tell me which President signed here and 
on what date. I found that incredibly impressive. It showed how much 
he honored the Presidency and how respectful and deeply connected 
he was to America’s history.”
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Ishaan Hingorani, a highly 
accomplished table tennis player, 
has consistently demonstrated 
e x c e l l e n c e  a c r o s s  v a r i o u s 
tournaments both in the United 
States and internationally. His 
achievements are a testament 
to his dedication, skill,  and 
determination in the sport.

Hingorani ’ s  per formance 
at the US Open Table Tennis 
Championship in Las Vegas in 
December 2024 
earned him a 
s i lver  medal 
in the Hardbat 
Doubles event. 
This  accomplishment 
added to his impressive list 
of  accolades from previous 
tournaments, including the US 
National Championship 2023 
in Fort Worth, Texas, where he 
claimed silver in the U-2600 

Singles category. Additionally, 
Hingorani dominated the ICC 
Joola Fall Open in 
Milpitas, where 
h e  c l i n c h e d 
g o l d  i n  b o t h 
the U-2500 and 
U-2650 events in 
August 2024. He 
also won gold in 
the U-2500 
category at 
the ICC 
Joola 

Spring Open 
i n  M a r c h 
2024, further 
solidifying 

his standing in the table tennis 
community.

Hingorani’s exceptional skills 
were on display during multiple 
other ICC Joola tournaments, 
where he won gold in the U-2500 
category at the Autumn Open in 
October 2023, and again at the 
Autumn Open in October 2022. 

He repeated this feat at the 
Spring Open in March 

2022, where he won 
another gold in the 

U-2500 
division. 
These 
victories 
showcase 

his consistency and 
dominance in competitive 

table tennis.
On the national stage, 
Hingorani secured 

a  g o l d  m e d a l 

in the Men’s Team event at the 
National Games India 2022 in 
Surat. He also earned a bronze 
medal in the Men’s Doubles event 
at the same tournament. His 

performance at the 
US Open 2021 in 
Las Vegas included 
a  g o l d  m e d a l 
in  the  U-2400 
s i n g l e s  a n d  a 
silver medal in the 
U-2600 singles. 
In international 
competitions, 
Hingorani marked 
a  s i g n i f i c a n t 
achievement 
b y  w i n n i n g 
gold in both the 
J u n i o r  B o y s ’ 
Team and Junior 
B o y s ’  S i n g l e s 
Consolation events 
at the World Junior 
Circuit  Serbian 
Open in 2017.

Hingorani’s 
t a b l e  t e n n i s 
journey also includes significant 
contributions at the youth level, 
where he won a gold medal in Youth 
Doubles at the Khelo India Youth 
Games in Pune, Maharashtra, 
in 2019. His success at national 
ranking championships, such as 
the National Ranking Table Tennis 
Championship Central Zone in 
2019, where he emerged as a 
joint winner in the Team’s event, 
further illustrates his versatility 
and competitive edge. His efforts in 
the Senior Nationals and Interstate 
Championships also led to multiple 
podium finishes, with silver and 
bronze medals in both Men’s Team 
and Men’s Doubles events.

In addition to his sporting 
achievements, Hingorani has 
pursued academic excellence. 
He completed his undergraduate 
degree in Bachelor of Commerce 

from New LJ School of Commerce at 
Gujarat University in Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat, from November 2018 to 
May 2020. Currently, he is pursuing 
a Post Graduate Certificate in 
Management, specializing in 
Business Analytics, at MITSDE 
in Pune, Maharashtra, with an 
expected completion date of March 
2025. His academic pursuits are 
complemented by his certification 
in the CFA Level 1 program.

Ishaan Hingorani’s dedication 
to both his sport and academics 
serves as an inspiration to aspiring 
athletes and students alike, 
demonstrating the power of hard 
work and perseverance.

Table Tennis Ace Ishaan Hingorani Makes His Mark  

Ishaan seen mentoring Ved Sheth at the US Olympic Team trials held at West 
Monroe, LA, in March 2024.  

Silver for Ishaan in a 5-set close match against Nandan 
Naresh (current US Men’s National team member) in the 
ICC Spring Open at Milpitas, CA on 2nd March 2025.

Ishaan won silver in U-2600 singles in the US Nationals table tennis champion-
ship held at Fort Worth, Texas, on July 3-7, 2023.

Ishaan won in singles U-2400 Gold and U-2600 Silver 
in the US Open table tennis championship 2021 held at 
Las Vegas on December 17-21, 2021.

Ishaan Hingorani and his partner (LalrinPuia) won Harbat 
doubles silver at the US Open table tennis championship held 
in Las Vegas on 16-21 December 2024.
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• “K” Visa
• Student Visa
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The quota under employment category is moving fast for aliens born 
in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, England, U.K. and Canada etc.
It is possible to precess and get 
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Mustafa’s Mithai: A Celebration Of Dessert, 
Friendship, And Life’s Sweetest Things 

BOOKS

tafa, a boy who loves celebrating special 
occasions, but most of all, he loves mithai—
South Asian sweets such as barfi, halwa, and 
ladu. After his Baba’s birthday and a visit 
from his Nani and Nanu, Mustafa feels that 
the celebrations are over. But when Ammi 
reminds him that mithai is sweetest when 
shared and that even an ordinary day can be 
a reason to celebrate, Mustafa takes matters 
into his own hands. He organizes a playdate, 
sharing his love of mithai by finding the 
perfect sweet for each of his friends and, of 
course, for his Ammi too.

The book’s illustrations are as vibrant as 
the cultural traditions it celebrates, beauti-

fully capturing the joy 

By SANA RAFI,    
Illustrated by NABI H. ALI

Penguin Young Readers is set to release 
Mustafa’s Mithai, a heartwarming picture 
book by Sana Rafi and illustrated by Nabi 
H. Ali, that explores the sweetness of South 
Asian desserts and the joy of spending time 
with loved ones. The book, slated for publi-
cation on June 17, is a vibrant celebration of 
food, culture, and family—perfect for young 
readers who are drawn to stories about food 
and tradition, alongside titles like Fry Bread, 
Thank You, Omu, and Soul Food Sunday.

In Mustafa’s Mithai, readers meet Mus-

and connection that comes from sharing food 
with those you love. Mustafa’s Mithai not 
only teaches young readers the importance 
of finding joy in everyday moments but also 
introduces them to the cultural significance 
of mithai, with an insightful author’s note 
explaining its historical roots in South Asia.

Sana Rafi is a California-based author with 
an MFA from Columbia University. She is 
dedicated to highlighting Muslim and im-
migrant experiences in her writing.

Illustrator Nabi H. Ali, a Tamil American, 
brings a wide range of cultures to life through 
his artwork. His interests extend beyond 
art, including doll collecting, reading, South 
Asian mythology, and historical research.

Sita Singh Wins Gold Medal 
At Florida Book Awards

India-West News Desk

TALLAHASSEE, FL– 
Indian American au-
thor Sita Singh has been 
awarded the Gold Medal 
in the Young Children’s 
Literature category at 
the 2024 Florida Book 
Awards for her picture 
book Mango Memories. 
The recognition high-
lights Singh’s commit-
ment to storytelling that 
celebrates cultural tradi-
tions and family bonds.

Mango Memories tells 
the story of a young girl in an Indian family who is excited to create 
her first mango-picking memory. Singh, who grew up in Ahmedabad 
and now lives in South Florida. draws inspiration from her childhood.  
Her works, she has said, reflect the oral storytelling traditions passed 
down by her grandmother. 

Singh’s first book, Birds of a Feather, was chosen for Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library.

The Florida Book Awards, organized by Florida State University 
Libraries, recognize excellence in books published in the past year. 
This year, more than 190 submissions were evaluated across 11 cat-
egories. Singh and the other awardees will be honored at a ceremony 
on April 3, here.
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Vijayalakshmi Brings The Grace Of Mohiniyattam To Malibu
India-West Staff Reporter

CALABASAS, CA – At the serene Malibu 
Hindu Temple, internationally acclaimed 
Mohiniyattam dancer Vijayalakshmi in-
troduced participants to the beauty of 

Mohiniyattam, the classical dance form 
of Kerala. Through a special workshop, 

on March 1, she aimed to showcase a 
tradition that, she believes, many 

in America—including the Indian 
community—have yet to fully 

appreciate. “Most people here are fa-
miliar with Bharatanatyam, but Mohiniyat-
tam has its own unique grace and 
power,” Vijayalakshmi explained. 
“By not knowing about it, they’re 
missing out on a truly enriching 
experience.”

This passion for sharing Mo-
hiniyattam’s artistry is what led 
her to establish the Mohiniyattam 
Institute in Los Angeles. Her goal? 
To train dancers of all ages, build 
a professional troupe, and em-
phasize the relevance of this an-
cient dance in the modern world. 
That’s why the Malibu workshop 
was open to everyone—regard-
less of age, background, or dance 
experience.
 Therapy & Empowerment

More than just a dance form, 
Vijayalakshmi believes Mohini-
yattam is deeply therapeutic. “It’s 
healing, empowering, and allows 

women to connect with their femininity,” 
she shared. The slow, meditative movements, 
she noted, have similarities to Tai Chi and 
Qigong—ancient Chinese martial arts known 
for their restorative effects.

Regular practice of Mohiniyattam, she 
explained, can help relieve stress while 
improving mental, emotional, and physical 
well-being. The dance 
form’s dramatic 
storytelling, 
expressed 
through 
intri-

cate hand gestures (mudras) and facial 
expressions, adds another layer of emo-
tional depth.

“Mohiniyattam isn’t just about tradition,” 
she added. “Its technique is incredibly versa-
tile, blending seamlessly with contemporary 
and multicultural music.”

Perfect Traditional Setting 
The Malibu Hindu Temple provided 

the ideal backdrop for the work-
shop. Rooted in South Indian 

traditions, the temple has 
long been a spiritual and 

cultural hub—much like 
the temples where classi-
cal Indian dance forms, 
including Mohiniyattam, 
historically flourished 
as part of the Devadasi 
tradition.

“The temple’s atmo-
sphere truly enhanced 
the experience,” Vijayal-
akshmi said. “It felt like 
stepping back in time, 
while also celebrating 
the dance’s continuing 
evolution.”

With this workshop, 
Vijayalakshmi hopes to 
spark a lasting interest in 
Mohiniyattam across the 
U.S., helping more peo-
ple discover its beauty, 
depth, and transforma-
tive power.
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NOW Hot Food Available at the Fairfax Location

Shop Indian products online at www.indiashop.us

  $19.99
HEAVY DUTY DOSA TAWA
AND ROTI TAWA IN STOCK

SALE from March 21, 2025 to April 13, 2025

IDLI RICE (20 LBS)

PONI RICE (20 LBS)

KARELI MATTI
(20 LBS)

KALI JEERI 
RICE BANGLA

$19.99

(20 LBS)   

$19.99

$19.99

$19.99

(10 LBS)

$23.99

SONA 
MASSORI RICE  

(10 OZ)  $15.99

ORGANIC CEYLON 
CINNAMON POWDER

KHALSA 
FARM 
ATTA 
(20 LBS)

$12.99
NUTRI 

SOYA VADI

COCONUT MILK

ASHOKA 
READY TO EAT 

MIRCH MASALA 
SNACKS

CASA DE COMPO
BAKED BEANS 
UK 

(12 PACK) 
$17.99

$1.99 
EACH

HEINZ BAKED 
BEANZ
UK 
(6 PACK)

(24 PACK) 
$49.99

$14.99

NESCAFE 
UK 

$6.99 

SHAN MASALA 
BUY 5 GET 1 FREE

PARLIAMENT DESI GHEE
(1 LTR)

(20 LBS)

ALTURA 
PURE
BASMATI 
RICE

$19.99 

 $14.99 

AVANI 
GINGELLY OIL 

(5 LTR)

McVITIE’S 
DIGESTIVES 
UK - 400 GM

2 FOR $6.99

SHAN GINGER 
PASTE 
SMALL - $1.99
BIG -      $3.99
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We offer the following services:
• Preparation of Individuals, Partnerships, Corporations and Fiduciaries income tax returns
•  Compilations, Reviews and Audits of financial statements
•  Audits of 401k and profit sharing plans
•  Audits of non-profit organizations financial statements
•  Preparation of personal financial statements
•  Preparation of non-profit organizations tax returns
•  Monthly, quarterly, or annual bookkeeping services
•  Tax planning and incorporations
•  Representation before income tax, sales tax and other regulatory tax authorities
•  Paperless attestation engagements

Venkat Bramharouthu, CPA
Member, AICPA

21860 S Burbank Blvd., Ste 110, Woodland Hills, CA 91367
818-468-8408 • www.sterlingtax.net • vbramha@sterlingtax.net

STERLING ACCOUNTING & TAX 
SERVICES INC.

We have experience servicing companies in various types of industries 
including: Manufacturing, Retail, Entertainment, Real Estate, Technology, Motels, 
Restaurants, Construction, Food Processing, Financing and Professional Services.

Quality Service at Economical Rates

ARTS

By BHARTTI KUMAR

IRVINE, CA – Philanthropists 
Anupama and Mihir Worah are 
bringing world-class Indian 
and global music to Southern 
California through their latest 
initiative, the Next Wave Series 
at UC Irvine’s Winifred Smith 
Hall.. Launching in partner-
ship with Dhwani Academy, 
the series will showcase both 
established artists from India 
and emerging talents from the 
U.S. and Orange County.

The first concert on March 
30 will feature vocalist San-
jeev Abhyankar and the Chari 
sisters, followed by a fusion 
performance with L. Shenkar 
(Carnatic) and Rakesh Chaura-
sia (Hindustani) on April 19. The 
season will conclude with a perfor-
mance by sarod maestro Ustad Amjad 
Ali Khan on November 1.

Mihir Worah emphasized their vision 
of enhancing live music experiences for 
audiences and performers alike. “What 
you often see is world-class Indian musi-
cians performing in temples, community 
centers, and high schools, where both the 
acoustics and facilities are substandard. 
We are trying to provide state-of-the-

art venues and equipment, so that both 
artists and audiences have a very special 
experience.”

Beyond music, the Worahs have been 
active philanthropists since founding the 
Worah Family Foundation in 2016. Envi-
ronmental conservation is a key focus, with 
Mihir highlighting their major support for 

the World Wildlife Fund-India (WWF-
India). “We feel strongly that protecting 
the environment and economic progress 
are not mutually exclusive. WWF-India is 
extremely aware of the need for harmony 
between humans and nature, and they are 
very cost-effective in their conservation 
efforts.”

Their foundation has also played a 
crucial role in facilitating significant 

U.S. donations specifically ear-
marked for WWF-India. “This 
process has gained strong sup-
port both here in Southern 
California and in Silicon Val-
ley,” Mihir noted.

In addition to their work in 
environmental preservation, 
the Worahs are deeply com-
mitted to education. Anupama 
serves on the board of Think 
Together, a California non-
profit that provides expanded 
learning opportunities to over 
250,000 students, helping 
prepare them for college and 
careers. Their foundation pro-
vides financial support for 

these initiatives, reflecting their 
dedication to children’s aca-

demic growth.
Since retiring from their profes-

sional careers, the couple has focused 
more on philanthropy, travel, and their 
shared passion for music. “Music is a 
universal language that brings cultures 
together,” Mihir said. “We feel that live 
music makes our lives so much richer, 
and we want to bring this experience to 
the Southern California community.”

For more: https://www.thebarclay.org

Indian Music Series Expands In CA With 
Support From Worah Family Foundation
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www.dental2000.comwww.dental2000.com

Call to book your 
FREE Consult Now!

In House CT Scan Available

714-478-2868 Se Habla Espanol

Trust in American 
implants, don’t be 

fooled with overseas 
knock off. Proven with 
20 years of success.

SINGLE
IMPLANT $999*

INCLUDES IMPLANT, ABUTMENT AND CROWN
*Expires 4/18/2025. Cannot be combined with insurance Fees. New Patients only.
Excludes extraction, bonegraft, etc. Cannot be Combined with other coupons.

 starting at
HEALTHCARE FINANCING FOR YOUR PRICELESS SMILE.HEALTHCARE FINANCING FOR YOUR PRICELESS SMILE.

BOTOX FOR TMJ & 
FACIAL PAIN

$10*

Exp. 4/18/2025

Per Unit

1 FREE EXTRACTION
with Implant Surgery

(Minimum 2 Implants)
*Expires 4/18/2025. Cannot be combined with insurance 
Fees. New Patients only. Excludes extraction, bonegraft, 
etc. Cannot be Combined with other coupons.

IRVINE:
39 Creek Rd, STE 210

LAGUNA NIGUEL:
30012 Crown Valley Pkwy, STE B
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bhumi Pednekar’s Star-
Studded California Weekend

Hollywood Darling Mindy Kaling 
Recalls Days Feeling Like An Outsider

BEVERLY HILLS, CA (ANI)– Bhumi 
Pednekar gave fans a peek into her excit-
ing weekend, sharing a series of moments 
on Instagram. On March 17, she posted an 
album along with a heartfelt note reflect-
ing on her experiences.

“Sunday in La La Land… Went to my first-
ever soccer game, and thank god it was the 
women’s team! @weareangelcity, co-owned 
by the amazing @lilly, you’re an inspiration! 
#GirlsUpliftingGirls,” she wrote.

Bhumi also shared her excitement 
about meeting Jennifer Garner, calling 
her “an absolute inspiration.” She ex-
pressed gratitude for being featured in 
BusinessWorld’s 100 Powerful Women 
list and marveled at the energy of the LA 

Marathon, where thousands of runners 
were cheered on by the city.

Her eventful day included listening to 
a talented group of young girls perform 
Mozart symphonies, enjoying lunch with 
a close friend, and playing with adorable 
puppies—reminding her of her own pets, 
Beau and Bruno.

The highlight of the night? An intimate 
dinner at a cozy Thai restaurant—where 
she spotted Jay-Z and Beyoncé at the next 
table. “No pics, but forever saved in my 
mind,” she wrote.

Her post featured moments with Jen-
nifer Garner and Lilly Singh, as well as 
snapshots from the soccer game and 
marathon.

LOS ANGELES, CA – Mindy Kaling has built an impressive ca-
reer in Hollywood, creating hit shows like The Mindy Project and 
Never Have I Ever. But despite her success, the actress, writer, 
and producer says she often felt like an outsider in the industry’s 
tight-knit comedy circles.

Kaling, 45, recently received her star on the Hollywood Walk 
of Fame—an honor cementing her place in entertainment history. 
But looking back, she admits that in the early 2000s, she struggled 
with feeling excluded from the “comedy cliques” that dominated 
the industry.

“I was never part of a comedy clique,” Kaling shared on the 
Armchair Expert podcast with Dax Shepard. “I was really jeal-
ous, and I had a chip on my shoulder about it. Because in 
that aughts time [the early 2000s], you were in a clique 
or you weren’t.”

Though The Office—where she played Kelly Kapoor 
and worked as a writer—was a major success, Kaling still 
felt like an outsider. “Maybe people were like, ‘Well, she’s 
there,’ and maybe you could argue that that was a clique,” 
she said. “But the writing stuff was very competitive. We all 
had our own private ambitions, our own stuff we wanted to 
do. We wanted to write the best scripts, kill the table read, 
have Steve Carell think we were the funniest writer.”

She recalled watching other comedy groups rise together, 
admitting, “I was jealous of Judd [Apatow] and Seth 
[Rogen] and Jason [Segel], and then there was Amy 
[Poehler] and Tina [Fey], and Will [Ferrell] doing the 
ice-skating movie… I felt like the entire aughts was me 
coming up on a show that I loved but being like, ‘Why 
can’t I be in a clique?’” But that sense of exclusion also 
motivated her. “It really fueled me in a good and bad 
way, where I was like, ‘I don’t have Lorne [Michaels], 
I don’t have Judd (Apatow). I don’t have any of these 
people who are going to do something for me. I gotta 
do it myself. I’m gonna show them all.’”
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OSCARS

Medicare Health Insurance Made Clear
PRESENTATION AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST AT

RACHNA - HARESH SHAH
6503 Pepperdine Drive, Buena Park, CA 9062 • (714) 595-5010

• Medicare Health Insurance, Your Benefits & Options
• Description of Medicare Supplement Insurance and Medicare Advantage plans, and their pros & cons
• Presentation of Medicare Advantage Plans and enrollment assistance
• Individual guidance on enrollment in Medicare Supplement Insurance and Prescription Drug Plans

ADMISSION IS FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
TO RSVP CALL HARESH SHAH, a licensed agent, at (714) 595-5010 or

send an email to: hareshshah2000@yahoo.com with your name(s) and program location.

The Speakers: Haresh Shah, CA License: 0H40917
   Rachna Shah, CA License: 0K36850
- A deep understanding of Medicare from five years in healthcare industry.

- An independent insurance sales agent, representing:
- Medicare Advantage Plans - Medicare Supplement Insurance

- Prescription Drug Plans

Dedicated to helping people choose the health plan
that best meets their healthcare needs & budget

Haresh Shah is not connected with the Federal Medicare program.

Namit Malhotra’s DNEG Wins 
8th Oscar With Dune VFX

LOS ANGELES, CA (ANI)- Indian film producer Namit 
Malhotra’s company, DNEG, made history by securing its 
eighth Oscar in the Visual Effects category. The company 
was honored for its exceptional work on the Timothée 
Chalamet and Zendaya-starrer Dune: Part Two.

DNEG, a leading visual effects (VFX), animation, and 
creative technology company, has contributed to some 
of Hollywood’s biggest films. The award was accepted 
by DNEG VFX Supervisors Stephen James and Rhys 
Salcombe, along with Production VFX Supervisor Paul 
Lambert and Special Effects Supervisor Gerd Nefzer.

This marks DNEG’s eighth Oscar win since 2011. The 
company previously won for Dune: Part One (2022), Tenet 
(2021), First Man (2019), Blade Runner 2049 (2018), Ex 
Machina (2016), Interstellar (2015), and Inception (2011).

Namit Malhotra, who is also the founder of Prime Fo-
cus, is producing the upcoming film Ramayana, directed 
by Nitesh Tiwari and starring Sai Pallavi.

Conan O’Brien At The Oscars: Hilarious Hindi 
Moment, Wins Hearts And Laughs

India-West Staff Reporter

LOS ANGELES, CA – Conan O’Brien kicked off the 2025 Academy Awards on Febru-
ary 2 at the Dolby Theater with a surprising and delightful twist—he spoke Hindi! The 
late-night legend, known for his quick wit and eccentric humor, kicked off the evening 
with a warm shoutout to India, much to the audience’s delight.

Starting with a cheerful “Namaste,” O’Brien then proceeded to sprinkle his remarks 
with some quirky Hindi. “For those of you watching from India, I would say Bharat 
ke logo ko namaskar. Waha subah ho chuki hai to mujhe ummeed hai ki aap crispy 
nashte ke sath Oscars dekh rahe honge” (Greetings to India. It is morning there, so 
I hope you are watching the Oscars with a crispy breakfast),” he joked.

Known for his quirky humor, O’Brien then jumped into his signature commentary 
on the Best Picture nominees, delivering his thoughts with his trademark loopy charm.

Of course, O’Brien’s attempt at Hindi quickly sparked a flurry of reactions online. While 
many fans admired his effort, others playfully pointed out that his pronunciation was more 
comedic than accurate. One user joked, “Good attempt, but frankly, Conan totally butch-
ered the Hindi greeting,” while another said, “Conan spoke Hindi like it was Japanese!” 
Despite the playful critiques, O’Brien made history as the first Oscars host to speak Hindi 
on stage, earning applause for his endearing attempt. As one fan put it, “Conan O’Brien 
deserves an Oscar for best attempt at a foreign language!”

Lily Singh, Poorna, Enjoy Oscar After-Party Hosted By Radhika Jones
India-West News Desk

LOS ANGELES, CA– The Vanity Fair Oscar after-party 
is always a star-studded affair, and this year’s celebra-
tion at the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing 
Arts in Beverly Hills was no exception. Among the many 
high-profile attendees, comedian and YouTube star Lilly 
Singh and Never Have I Ever actress Poorna Jagannathan 
stood out, bringing their signature energy and style to the 
event. Singh took to Instagram to share moments from 
the glamorous night, posting a group photo with Jagan-
nathan, filmmaker Karan Johar, and actress Nora Fatehi. 
Captioned “Kitty party at Vanity Fair,” the post captured 

the spirit of the evening—laughter, camaraderie, and bold 
fashion statements.

Dressed in a shimmering metallic Rhea Costa gown, 
Singh exuded confidence, while Jagannathan brought ef-
fortless elegance in a chic ensemble. The duo, both known 
for breaking barriers in their respective fields, shared 
lighthearted moments as they mingled with Hollywood’s 
elite. The party, held after the 97th Academy Awards, saw a 
gathering of global stars, including Spanish singer Rosalía, 
rappers Megan Thee Stallion and Lizzo, fashion designer 
Tan France, and Vanity Fair editor-in-chief Radhika Jones. 
The night also celebrated Sean Baker’s Anora, which domi-
nated the Oscars with five major wins.
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SERVICES

FOR RENT

Tax Preparation Help
Insurance & Financial Agent 

Positions Available
Financial firm in Irvine, CA is 
training agents as independent 
contractors to help clients with 
Savings, Retirement and Insur-
ance planning. Ideal candidates 
should be self-driven, ambitious 
and have a desire to positively im-
pact families through education. 
No experience required. Flexible 
schedules available. For inquiries, 
contact Frank at 714-331-9466 / 
positions.fsc@gmail.com

Remote Bookkeeping & Income 
Tax Return preparation will get 
you going after brief phone Call 

Bhupinder 615-400-3361.  
Quick turnaround will last filed tax 
Return and QB file for small Busi-
ness, Corporate Tax Return $750; 
Individual up to 4 schedules $350 
Books $60 per hour. 
Contact: 615-400-3361, 
pinder321@gmail.com

MOTEL HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

FOR LEASE

Acharya
Santa Prasad Shastri

WE CAN HELP WITH

Pujas, Havans and Rituals
Horoscope reading
Palm & Face reading
Gemstones

Kaal Sarpa dosha

Mangal dosha

Marriage problems

Job problems

Business Problems

Financial Problems

Career Issues

Court Cases

Health Problems

Immigration/Green Card

Relationship issues

Marriage/Divorce

Career problems

Health issues

Family issues

Financial problems

Stress/Depression

18002 Devlin Ave Artesia, CA 90701info@himalayanvedicastrology.com

www.himalayanvedicastrology.com

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri is a renowned Himalayan Vedic Astrologer 
based in California. He started his Vedic astrological education at the age of 
8 and went through 19 years of rigorous education and training at Maharishi 
Vedic Gurukul, New Delhi, India. He has more than 40 years of experience in 
Vedic Astrology. He is also a Teacher of the transcendental meditation & 
yoga. He is a master of four vedas (Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda and 
Atharveda). He is a specialist for all kinds of Vedic Yagyas and Pujas. 

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri can solve all your problems through Vedic 
Astrology. Contact today for a free consultation.

Enlightenment with (TM) Transcendental Meditation

HIMALAYAN VEDIC ASTROLOGY

SPECIAL PUJAS FOR

S O L U T I O N S  F O R  A L L  Y O U R  P R O B L E M S

+1(310) 486-7608

MBBS/ MD (Foreign Medical 
Graduate) Wanted in Los Angeles 

CARDIOLOGY PRACTICE
Doctor/MD/MBBS (FMG) needed 
in a busy Cardiology Practice in 
Los Angeles. ECFMG Certification 
preferred. Salary 52K - 72K per 
year. Must have US work permit. 
We provide health insurance, va-
cation, and matching 401K. Send 
resume to BusyClinic@hotmail.
com or Text: 617-831-9254 (mes-
sage only).

Caregiver
Looking for caregiver live in/
live out to take care of 85 yrs old 
bed bound female In Downey. 
Contact 562-841-1156.

Restaurant Help Needed
We are urgently looking to hire 
someone to help with our shop on 
Pioneer Blvd in Artesia, CA. Any 
age is ok. Single/Couple is ok. Will 
be giving competitive salary.
Call: 404-693-6879.

Cooking and light house keeping
Looking for live in cook and 

light house keeping. Must have 
authority to work. 
Contact: 562-391-5549.

House for Lease
Home for lease 2 bedrooms 1.5 
bathrooms plus Den in Leimert 
Park. Close to community transpor-
tation. Off street parking. $3500 per 
month. Call: (310) 773-7425.

Store/Retail Space For Rent
Retail spaces avaialable for lease 
in Hemet close to growing cities 
like Menifee, Perris, Temecula 
and Winchester. Previously these 
spaces used as Donut Store and 
Dollar General store. 
Contact: 626-321-4806 / 
rao@positiveinvestments.com

Hotel Management. Must have 
ALL paperwork to work in USA. 

Prior experience required.
Looking for a Hotel Manager who 
can work at the Front Desk and 
manage the entire team along with 
perform all Managerial Task on day 
to day basis. only contact if you’re 
leaglly allowed to work in US.
Contact Number : 801-931-8799. 

Franchise Single Resident Hotel 
Manager

Resident Franchise hotel manager 
needed, Single preferred. 3-5 years 
of hotel experience, one room ac-
commodation provided. Please 
email resume: 
imtheguy10@aol.com

Resident Front Desk and Motel 
Manager in beautiful 
South Lake Tahoe, CA

Hiring Resident Front Desk and 
Motel Manager in beautiful South 
Lake Tahoe, CA. Position is located 
in resort town surrounded by va-
cation properties. Ideal candidate 
Must have good English and com-
puter skills. Previous experience 
in motel industry highly desirable 
but not must. Must be willing to 
multitask. We will train new can-

didate. Accommodation suitable 
for a couple or small family.
Contact: 530-318-8706 /
hotelintahoe@gmail.com

Motel Manager Wanted. 
Motel Manager Wanted. Resi-

dent motel manager for 33 unit 
property in Santa Barbara. Must 
have ALL paperwork to work in 
USA. Prior experience required. 
Call / text: 805-377-1645.

Front Desk Manager Position in 
Southern California

Looking for a Front Desk Man-
ager in Southern California. Must 
be fluent in English and must have 
experience in hotels. Prefer to have 
Franchise Experience. Contact: 
435-703-0737.

Hotel Manager Needed
Hotel manager needed for inde-

pendent 35 unit hotel in Downtown 
Sacramento. Prior experience 
required. Must be of legal status. 
Must speak English. Please call 
916-396-4149 to discuss.

Immediately Hotel Manager 
Needed Couple Or Single

Motel in Southern Utah. Motel 
Manager position. Prior hotel ex-
perience required, strong English, 

writing and speaking mandatory. 
Excellent customer skills required 
Accommodation Provided.  
please call 435-669-5001 or 
Eamil: travelodge135@gmail.com

Virtual Administrative Assistant 
provides administrative support 
to clients, managing tasks like 
email communication, schedul-
ing appointments, managing 
calendars, creating documents, 
handling phone calls, conducting 
research, and organizing files, 
all from a virtual office, allowing 
clients to focus on core business 
activities while delegating day-to-
day administrative duties.
Contact: royghislain8@gmail.com
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17510 Pioneer Blvd. Ste. 204 Artesia, CA (90701)

CA Lic - 1080043
(562) 443-4040  |  info@buildrite.us  |  www.buildrite.us

BUILDRITE CONSTRUCTION

TURNKEY CONSTRUCTION SOLUTIONS
Buildrite is a one stop solution for all your Design and Construction requirements. We cater
to a variety of residential and commercial projects offering end to end turnkey solutions.

DESIGN BUILD PROCESS ADUs and JADUs

CUSTOM HOMESADDITIONS

Design Build is a construction process that provides owners 
with a single point of contact for both the design and 
construction phases of a project. Buildrite is a full-service 
design and build company offering following services.

We take off all the burden from your shoulders - just let us 
know your requirement and we will turn your vision into 
reality ensuring that your project is finished on time and 
within budget.

New California laws make it easier than ever to build an acces-
sory dwelling unit (ADU) on your property. Now CALFHA is 
offering a grant for up to $40,000 for building ADUs.

An ADU is a secondary housing unit on a single-family residen-
tial lot. It can be attached to the primary house like a convert-
ed garage, or unattached like a free-standing cottage. You 
can create an ADU/JADU from a new or existing structure.

Creating a custom home is a large undertaking and you want 
to make the process as simple and enjoyable as possible. 
Buildrite offers ground up construction either from an unde-
veloped parcel of land or by demolishing an existing struc-
ture and building a new one in its place. We can help you with 
the whole process from concept to completion.

With sky-rocketing property prices and rapidly increasing 
demand for residential space it makes more sense to maxi-
mize the covered area in your lot. Be it room additions on the 
ground floor or constructing a new second floor on your exist-
ing house our team can help realize your vision.

Additions can be complicated as we must ensure that both 
new construction and the old structures comply with code. 
We work closely with city planning and building to ensure 
that new additions comply with the local requirements.

Plus - Multifamily units, Apartments and various other Commercial Projects. 
Give us a call today to discuss your project.

• Conceptual design
• Estimation
• Architectural and structural design
• Approvals, Licenses and Permits
• Utility agencies approvals

• Material procurement
• Construction
• Inspections
• Final delivery

• Maximize lot utilization
• Improve your existing layouts
• Expand your first floor
• Add a second floor

• Conceptual design 
• Various architectural design styles 
• Latest Features and Technologies
• Plans and approvals
• Construction
• Code compliance & Inspections
• Final delivery and handover
• Warranty

• Independent residential unit up to 1200 sf
• Attached, Detached, Converted space
• Rental, Secondary unit, Granny unit, Office
• Various layouts – Studio, 1-, 2- and 3-bedroom units
• Maximize lot utilization
• JADUs up to 500 sf
• Raise your property’s value
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RX F SPORTES F SPORTTX NXh

E N D S  M A R C H  3 1

lexus.com  |  #Lexus

YOUR INVITATION IS 
READY AND WAITING

©2025 Lexus, a Division of Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc.


