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Usha Vance is an accomplished attorney and together with the nominee has three children. 

The two leaders have met several times.

Contd. on P26 Contd. on P18

Violence Has 
No Place In 

Politics: Modi

Tesla Crash: CA Doctor Avoids Jail 
Time On Mental Health Grounds

India-West News Desk

SAN FRANCISCO, CA – Dharmesh Arvind 
Patel, the Pasadena doctor who drove his 

Suhas Subramanyam Likely To Be 
Next Indian American Congressman

India-West News 
Desk

RICHMOND, VA – 
Suhas Subramanyam has 
secured the Democratic 
primary for a Congressio-
nal seat in Virginia’s 10th 
Congressional District. 
He beat back a crowded 
Democratic field of 11 
other candidates, includ-
ing fellow Indian Ameri-
can Krystle Kaul.

Subramanyam, 37, 
the first Indian Ameri-

NEW DELHI, (IANS) - Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has condemned the at-
tack on US Presidential candidate Donald 
Trump, saying that “violence has no place 
in politics.”

Modi posted, “Deeply concerned by 
the attack on my friend, former President 
Donald Trump. Strongly condemn the inci-
dent. Violence has no place in politics and 
democracies.” Contd. on P26Contd. on P26

The Indian American has emerged triumphant in a hard fought primary.

 Dharmesh Patel had the support of his wife. 

Tesla off Highway 1 on the San Mateo County 
coast with his family inside, will avoid jail 
time. San Mateo County District Attorney 

Meet Usha Chilukuri Vance

MILWAUKEE, WI (IANS) – On July 15, 
Donald Trump selected JD Vance, a first-
time senator from Ohio, as his running mate 
for the vice-presidential post. Vance, who 
is 40 years younger than Trump, is making 

headlines not only for his selection but also 
for his Indian connection through his wife, 
Usha Chilukuri Vance.

Usha Chilukuri Vance is the daughter of 
Indian immigrants from Andhra Pradesh. 

Born and raised in the US, Chilukuri is from 
San Diego, CA where she attended Mt. Car-
mel High School. She received her BA degree 
in history from Yale University in 2007 and 
an MPhil from the University of Cambridge 
in 2009, where she was a Gates Cambridge 
Scholar. Chilukuri taught American history 
as a Yale-China Teaching Fellow at Sun Yat-
sen University in Guangzhou, China, before 
she returned to attend Yale law school.

She has served on the board of the Gates 
Cambridge Alumni Association and as secre-
tary of the board of the Cincinnati Symphony 
Orchestra. She has clerked for Chief Justice 
John G. Roberts and Judge Brett Kavanaugh.

Usha and JD Vance met at Yale Law 
School, where they developed a close rela-
tionship. The couple had two ceremonies for 
their wedding in 2014: a traditional wedding 
ceremony and a separate Hindu ceremony 
conducted by a Hindu priest, honoring 
Usha’s Hindu heritage. They have three 
children: Ewan, 6, Vivek, 4, and Mirabel, 2.

Photo: people.com
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Direct Line: 714-626-2023 • Cell: 714-335-9048
Email: jrshah@pacbell.net

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

INTERIOR DESIGNER

SERVICES AVAILABLE

• Total Remodeling with Designing &   
  Decorating
• Custom Furniture
• Mural painting and lighting
• Full line of landscaping including         
  Pool, Spa,Gazebo and BBQ.
• Hotel/Motel/Restaurant Remodeling 
  and decorating

Email: rjinteriors@yahoo.com
Cell: (714) 335-8240

Brings Your Dream Come True

WE would help you to examine your RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL real estate portfolio and 
maximize your cashflow and appreciation including 1031 Tax deferred exchanges.

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, 
BUSINESS/INVESTMENT PROPERTIES & 

1031 TAX DEFERRED EXCHANGE EXPERT

714-335-9048

Jigar (JR) Shah, MBA
License# 01116918

Please call JR for information of 
COVID 19 on Real Estate

Commercial

Residential

•  Triplex for Sale in Dana Point

•  4 BD 3 BA in Fullerton

•  6 Bd 4 Ba in Anaheim Hills 

•  4 BD 3 BA townhome in West Los Angeles

•  4 Bd 4.5 Ba home in gated community in Riverside

•  Huge Parcel of Land 530+ Acres Offering endless   

   opportunities to develop - FOR SALE

•  A fully approved 3/4 acre flat lot in Carmichael

•  A profitable Dry Cleaners for sale in Costa Mesa

•  A profitable beer, meat & Groceries business in Long Beach

•  Six Units, 18 Units apartments for Sale in Downey.

•  All Medical Retail Center in Gilbert, AZ (Very Decent CAP rate)

•  Buyers looking for Manufacturing and 

    Non manufacturing companies.

Rashmi Shah
USA graduate Interior Designer

First Indian Visa Application Centers 
Inaugurated In Seattle, Bellevue

NEW YORK, NY (ANI) – The 
Consulate General of India in New 
York has launched an initiative to 
assist Indian students studying in 
the northeastern United States, the 
region it serves. The consulate’s 
move will assist Indian students 
with internship opportunities, le-
gal referrals, and access to medical 
professionals.

Indian students have been com-
ing by the droves to the US and 
constitute 25 percent of the more 
than one million foreign students 
in the US.

The portal lists positions in a 
wide range of fields, including 
finance, IT, investment banking, 

automotive, software, science 
and technology, healthcare, ho-
tels, multinational corporations, 
government agencies, aviation, 
artificial intelligence, and pharma.

The New York Consulate is also 
providing students with referrals 
to attorneys and doctors within its 
jurisdiction.

“Members of the community may 
reach out to the Attorneys directly 
with the Consulate General’s refer-
ence,” the Consulate cautioned. “It 
may please be noted that this initia-
tive is aimed at assisting the Indian 
community and that the Consulate 
does not hold any responsibility for 
the outcome of the case.”

India-West Staff Reporter

SEATTLE, WA - City Mayor 
Bruce Harrell and Prakash Gupta, 
Consul General of India, inaugu-
rated the first Indian Visa Applica-
tion Center (IVAC) in Seattle and 
Bellevue on July 12.

The IVAC services follow the 
opening of the first Indian Consul-
ate in Seattle in November 2023. 
These centers will offer consular 
services such as visas, passports, 
Overseas Citizen of India cards, 
and other related requirements to 
residents of Greater Seattle.

Mayor Harrell expressed his 
admiration for the Indian com-

munity in the Greater Seattle 
area, highlighting their significant 
contributions to strengthening the 
bonds of friendship between India 
and the US.

Consul Gupta emphasized the 
importance of the new visa ap-
plication centers, stating, “The 
opening of the Indian Consulate 
in Seattle reflects the Government 
of India’s strong commitment to 
deepen our relations with the Pa-
cific Northwestern states of the US. 
Through the opening of these new 
visa application centers in Seattle 
and Bellevue, we hope to ensure a 
more convenient experience for all 
consular applicants preparing their 

travel to India.” He added, 
“Providing smooth and ef-
ficient consular services is 
one of our top priorities, and 
we welcome any feedback 
and suggestions for further 
improvement from all ap-
plicants as we commence our 
consular operations in the 
Greater Seattle Area.”

Both the IVAC centers will 
be managed by Amit Kumar 
Sharma, Head – Americas, 
VFS Global who stated, “The 
new centers in Seattle and 
Bellevue will play a crucial 

role in catering to the growing 
demand for visa and consular 
services to India. We are confident 
that these visa application centers 
will enhance the customer experi-
ence by making the visa application 
process smoother, thereby helping 
us serve travelers and the Indian 
diaspora better.”

These services are expected to 
benefit the large Indian diaspora 
community within the consular ju-
risdiction of the Indian Consulate 
in Seattle, which covers nine Pa-
cific Northwestern states: Alaska, 
Idaho, Montana, Nebraska, North 
Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, 
Washington, and Wyoming.

Consulate Sets Up Portal For 
Students To Find Internships
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Education, National Security, Gun Control, 
Climate, Matter To Asian American VotersLOS ANGELES, CA – Asian 

Americans Advancing Justice – 
AAJC, alongside its partners, has 
unveiled the findings from the bi-
annual Asian American Voter Sur-
vey (AAVS), the longest-running 
longitudinal survey of AAPI voters. 
The results indicate key trends and 
concerns within the community as 
the 2024 elections approach.

The survey of 2,479 Asian Amer-
ican voters was conducted using 
mixed modes, self-administered 
responses via an online panel and 
telephone interviews of respon-
dents selected from a classified list 
of Asian American voters for the 
six largest ethnic groups (Chinese, 
Indian, Filipino, Korean, Vietnam-
ese, and Japanese).

According to the survey, 46% 
of Asian American voters indi-
cate they are likely to vote for 

President Biden, a decrease from 
54% in 2020. Meanwhile, Trump 
has made little headway with 
31% expressing support for him, 
a marginal shift from 30% in the 
previous election. Additionally, 
5% of respondents are consider-
ing other candidates, a significant 
increase from just 1% in 2020. 
The remaining voters are either 
undecided or chose not to disclose 
their preference.

A significant majority, 90% of 
Asian American voters, confirmed 
their intention to vote in the up-
coming elections, with 68% stating 
they are certain they will partici-
pate. The survey highlights several 
key issues that are particularly 
important to this demographic: 
education (80%), national security 

(77%), and immigration (71%).
A significant majority of Asian 

American voters (77%) support 
stricter gun. Among them, 53% 
agree “very strongly” on the need 
for more stringent regulations to 
address gun violence and enhance 
public safety.

Climate change is another press-
ing concern for Asian American 
voters, with over two-thirds (69%) 
advocating for stronger legislation 

from Congress and the president to 
mitigate its effects. The community 
calls for decisive action to combat 
climate change and protect the en-
vironment for future generations.

Moreover, the survey reveals 
that over two-thirds (68%) of Asian 
American voters are concerned 
about hate crimes, harassment, 
and discrimination, with 38% 
reporting they worry about these 
issues “sometimes,” 17% “some-
what often,” and 13% “very often.”

Asian Americans have emerged 
as the fastest-growing group of eli-
gible voters in the U.S., expanding 
by 15% in the last four years alone. 
Their turnout has been pivotal in 
federal elections since 2016, with a 
notable surge in 2020, particularly 
in battleground states, where new 

After Trump Shooting, Presidential Race Will Change, Possibly Violently

Asian American voters played a 
crucial role in Biden’s victory.

“Asian Americans are rapidly di-
versifying the American electorate, 
and it is critical for us to update our 
understanding of what motivates 
them and informs their voting 
choices,” said Karthick Ramakrish-
nan, Executive Director of AAPI 
Data. “We see ongoing evidence of 
dynamism within the Asian Ameri-
can electorate, including on mat-
ters pertaining to presidential vote 
choice and party preferences on 
key issues ranging from inflation 
to health care and immigration.”

Conducted in partnership with AAPI 
Data, APIAVote, and AARP, the AAVS is 
a detailed, multilingual survey designed 
to delve into the issues that matter most 
to this rapidly growing electorate and to 
understand how these issues influence their 
voting behavior.                                      (IWJ)

In a country already on edge, the 
assassination attempt on former 
President Donald Trump has en-
raged his supporters, paused the 
Democratic campaign and raised 
fears of further political violence in 
the run-up to November’s election.

Trump’s Republican allies paint-
ed him as a hero, seizing on the 
image of him with his ear bloodied 
and fist raised, appearing to mouth 
the words “Fight! Fight! Fight!”

Whereas Trump has regularly 
used violent language with his fol-
lowers, advisers and allies of the 
former president flipped the script 
on his Democratic opponent Presi-
dent Joe Biden, saying it was the 
demonization of the Republican 
presidential candidate that led to 
the assassination attempt.

“Today is not just some isolated 
incident. The central premise of the 
Biden campaign is that President 
Donald Trump is an authoritarian 
fascist who must be stopped at all 
costs. That rhetoric led directly to 
President Trump’s attempted as-
sassination,” Senator J.D. Vance of 
Ohio, a top candidate to be Trump’s 
running mate, said.

Biden moved quickly to try to 
defuse the situation, denouncing 
the attack as unacceptable political 
violence and pulling election ads 

attacking Trump. “There’s no place 
in America for this kind of violence. 
It’s sick,” Biden told reporters.

The motivation of the shooter 
is not yet known. The suspect, 
20-year-old Thomas Matthew 
Crooks of Bethel Park, Pennsylva-
nia, was a registered Republican, 
according to state voter records. 
He previously made a $15 dona-
tion to a political action committee 
that raises money for left-leaning 
and Democratic politicians. In the 
short term, the attack will likely 
boost Trump’s appearances in 
Milwaukee this week at the Re-
publican National Convention as 
he accepts his party’s presidential 
nomination, fortifying the sense 
of grievance and estrangement his 
supporters already feel toward the 
nation’s political class.

Within hours of the shooting, 
Trump’s campaign sent out a text 
asking voters to contribute to the 
campaign. “They’re not after me, 
they’re after you,” the message read.

Billionaires Elon Musk and Bill 
Ackman also swiftly endorsed 
Trump. “I fully endorse President 
Trump and hope for his rapid re-
covery,” Musk said on X, the social 
media site he owns.

Chris LaCivita, the co-manager of 
Trump’s campaign, said on X that 

“for years and even today, leftist 
activists, Democrat donors and now 
even Joe Biden have made disgusting 
remarks and descriptions of shooting 
Donald Trump ... it’s high time they 
be held accountable for it... the best 
way is through the ballot box.”

LaCivita was apparently referring 
to recent remarks by Biden made in 
the context of asking his supporters 
to focus on beating Trump rather 
than his own performance. “So, we’re 
done talking about the debate, it’s 
time to put Trump in a bullseye,” said 
Biden, who has always condemned 
any political violence.

The U.S. is grappling with the 
biggest and most sustained in-
crease in political violence since 
the 1970s. Of 14 fatal political 
attacks since supporters of Trump 
stormed the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 
6, 2021, in which the perpetrator 
or suspect had a clear partisan 

leaning, 13 were right-wing 
assailants. One was on the 
left. Despite being a for-
mer president, Trump has 
campaigned as an outsider 
insurgent, complaining that 
he has long been targeted by 
the federal “deep state” and 
Biden’s administration to 
prevent him from reclaim-
ing power.

He has typically employed vio-
lent, degrading and even apocalyp-
tic rhetoric while doing so, warning 
of a “bloodbath” if he is not elected 
and saying immigrants in the 
United States illegally are “poison-
ing the blood of our country”.

Some Republicans were already 
agitated by his continued stoking 
of the fire. “If the country wasn’t a 
powder keg before, it is now,” said 
Chip Felkel, a Republican operative 
in South Carolina who has opposed 
Trump. Brad Bannon, a Democratic 
strategist, said the shooting could 
benefit Trump politically because 
it feeds into his campaign narrative 
that the country is off-track.

“The attempted assassination 
creates sympathy for Trump,” 
Bannon said. “It also confirms 
the idea to voters that something 
is fundamentally wrong in this 
nation, which is an idea that 

drives support for him.”
Trump in May was found guilty of 

engaging in a scheme to cover up an 
affair with a porn star, a conviction 
that did little to alter the race and 
suggested supporters of both sides 
remain entrenched in their positions.

Biden has dealt with a debate 
within his own party over whether 
he should step down as the Demo-
cratic candidate because of con-
cerns that he is no longer fit for the 
job. He says his doctors have told 
him he is in good shape. Trump 
has benefited in some polls from 
Biden’s disastrous debate perfor-
mance last month, but others show 
the race to be even.

Many voters have already been 
alienated by both Biden and Trump. 
The chaos that surrounds the can-
didates may contribute to voters 
feeling that the nation’s problems 
are unfixable and the gulf between 
the parties cannot be bridged.

U.S. Representative Steve Scal-
ise, a Republican who was shot 
by a gunman in 2017, told Fox 
News that violent election rhetoric 
needed to stop. “All it takes is one 
person who is just unhinged to 
hear that and go out and act on 
it and think that’s their signal to 
go take somebody out,” he said.

                                                       (Reuters).
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SOMETIMES DRIVER’S SIDE 
BEATS POOLSIDE LEXUS.COM

Soak up Summer from behind the wheel at the Golden Opportunity 
Sales Event. Don’t let the season slip away without finding your dream 
Lexus. But hurry—the offers on select models won’t last.

ENDS SEPTEMBER 3

©2024 Lexus, a Division of Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc.
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Stopping The Stigma Of Alzheimer’s In The South Asian Community
By Payal Sawhney, 
Founding Executive Director, 
Saahas for Cause

In my culture, we believe in karma. The 
belief is largely shared within the South 
Asian community. Because karma says 
that the sum of our past actions can be 
the cause of our current situation, it leads 
us to blame ourselves when something 
bad happens. This is one of the reasons 
why diseases like Alzheimer’s and related 
dementias (ADRDs) are so stigmatized 
within our community – somehow, they 
are our own karma. To start shifting this 
cultural perspective, we need to provide 
resources and information to our com-
munity about what Alzheimer’s disease 
is, why it happens, what the signs are, 
and that a diagnosis is not anyone’s fault.

Alzheimer’s is now the second leading 
cause of death in California. Currently, 
more than 690,000 individuals across 
the state are living with Alzheimer’s, 
and that number is projected to double 
by 2040.1, 2, 3 This is why the California 
Department of Public Health’s Take on 
Alzheimer’s media campaign is crucial to 
our current and future aging population. 
This campaign is the first-ever statewide 
campaign of its kind aiming to drive be-
havior change by educating Californians 
about the prevalence of Alzheimer’s, 
and to provide easy and accessible in-
formational resources to better under-

stand relevant risk factors, combat fear and 
stigma and improve overall brain health.

It is not uncommon for conversations around 
diabetes, obesity, and heart attacks to be 
held openly in social settings, but there’s 
rarely conversations about mental health, 
brain health, or the impact or risk these can 
have for developing Alzheimer’s. When it 
comes to health, many South Asians ignore 
anything above the neck and don’t consid-
er the brain an important part of the body. 
The South Asian community is also very 
resistant to preventive medicine and will 
ignore signs and symptoms because they 
don’t want to hear a clinical explanation.

I want our community to know that there 
is no shame in receiving a diagnosis of 
ADRDs. That is one of the key messages of 
the Take on Alzheimer’s campaign, and we 
hope it leads to more screening and early 

detection. The earlier ADRDs are 
diagnosed, the greater chance some-
one has to improve or extend their 
overall quality of life while managing 
their condition, which is also help-
ful for loved ones with the disease, 
their family, and their caregivers.

However, stigma plays a large role 
in preventing people from getting 
screened early and receiving a diag-
nosis. Even families feel it is a huge 
stigma to have a family member 
suffering from a brain issue. It is im-

portant to educate our South Asian Com-
munity to help them understand that the 
sooner you take action to address ADRDs 
with your loved one and their healthcare 
provider, the better position you are in to 
provide the attention and care they need 
and the more time you have to plan ahead.

After a diagnosis, our older adults are at 
high risk of being depressed which is why 
educating those living with Alzheimer’s and 
their family members is crucial. There is a 
huge need for communities like ours to cre-
ate social settings that stimulate the brain 
because if older adults with Alzheimer’s 
are left isolated, we know that the disease 
can progress even faster. Saahas for Cause 
provides this through older adult wellness 
groups that focus on physical, mental, fi-
nancial, and spiritual health. Called Mauj 
Masti Sehat (which means fun, relaxation, 
and health in Hindi), we work to incorpo-

rate all three of these elements with ev-
ery session, carefully curated by profes-
sors, psychologists, and social workers.

A senior that has attended these ses-
sions asked one day if it was okay to 
bring his wife next time. He eventually 
shared that he suspected his wife was 
showing signs of Alzheimer’s. When she 
started coming to the group, we learned 
she was eligible to become a U.S. citizen 
years ago but because of her memory 
issues she never applied. This was a big 
misunderstanding because there are pro-
visions for people with cognitive impair-
ment and memory issues and our staff 
were able to walk her through the pro-
cess to help her obtain her citizenship. 
There is so much information that peo-
ple don’t know because they are afraid 
to ask. It not only took a long time for her 
husband to bring her along, but he also 
felt like he needed to ask for permission 
to do so. That’s the intensity of stigma.

We need to talk more about these is-
sues connected to our brain health to 
help break the stigma. To learn more 
and to understand ways to reduce 
risk, support others, and take charge 
of brain health, visit TakeonALZ.com.

1. CDPH “California State of Public Health, Full Report 2024”
2. Alzheimer’s Association | Northern California and North-
ern Nevada Chapter
3. Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementias Facts and 
Figures in California: Current Status and Future Projections

SMAP-LA Hosts 3-Day Celebrations Featuring Talks & Entertainment
India-West Staff Reporter

CERRITOS, CA – The Shivaji 
Maharaj Antarashtriya Parivar 
(SMAP) recently held a three-
day celebration to mark the 
350th Anniversary of the coro-
nation of Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj. It began on June 21 
with a three-hour networking 
cruise in Long Beach Harbor 
with 200 people in attendance.

A leadership summit was held 
on June 22 at the Cerritos Center 
for the Performing Arts. The pro-
gram began with a video session 
by Govind Dev Giri Swami, the 
treasurer of Ram Mandir Ayod-
hya. He said Shivaji Maharaj 
had united people and provided 
strong leadership to protect the 
rights of the local citizens to 
bring liberty, equality and justice 
for all and emphasized the need 
to learn from his leadership.

There were various panel 
discussions on the core values 
of SMAP – “Unite, Lead, Serve.” 
Panelists included Dr. Pradeep 
Shukla, an associate professor 
at Chapman University, Sattie 
Persaud from Forbes non-profit 
counsel, Dr. Ashish Pande, pro-
fessor from IIT Mumbai, Dr. 
Kamaljeet J. Anand, professor 
from Stanford University, Brian 
Mac Mahon, entrepreneur, 
Ganesh Ramkrishnan, profes-

sor from IIT Mumbai, Scott 
Fox, entrepreneur, Charudutta 
Aphale Buwa, 8th generation 
kirtankar, Dr. Rohini Joshi, 
founder of NeuroSquare, and 
Dr. Nitin Shah, physician and 
social worker.

The chief guest of the evening 
was Sambhajiraje Chhatrapati, 
the 13th descendant of Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj. He spe-

cially came for this event from 
India, and spoke emotionally 
about the life, values, and leg-
acy of his illustrious ancestor, 
highlighting Shivaji Maharaj’s 
achievements and contribu-
tions to society. Additionally, he 
discussed his own initiatives in 
India, particularly the restora-
tion of the Raigad Fort, one of 
the world’s largest forts.

The panel sessions were fol-
lowed with talks by Ashish Pan-
dya, Art of Living Foundation, 
Miss World America, Shree 
Saini and H R Gaikwad of BVG 
Group who shared details of his 
company doing research in the 
medical field. The entertain-
ment segment featured various 
talented local performers and the 
Gulzaarish Group.

The follow-
ing day, June 
23, several ac-
t i v i t i e s  w e r e 
held at the Don 
Knabe Regional 
Park in Cerritos 
and the former 
chief minister 
of Gujarat, Vi-
jay Rupani was 
in attendance. 
The activities 
i n c l u d e d  t h e 
celebration of 
t h e  I n t e r n a -
tional  Day of 
Yo g a ,  a  T 1 0 
cricket tourna-
ment, honoring 
of defense per-
sonnel, a well-
ness resource 
fair, a play on 
the life of Shiv-
a j i  M a h a r a j , 
dance dramas 

and other inspirational events. 
Miss India, Simran Ahuja was 
the emcee.

The organizing committee 
was composed of 82 members, 
60 volunteers, 50 supporting 
organizations, and over 300 
performers, a statement said. 
The huge celebration was spear-
headed by Vijay Patil, SMAP 
founder and global president.
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Knowledge of the Self 
(Atma‑Gnan) is the final 
goal of all seekers. 
Without this 
knowledge, there is no 
liberation. In the 
Gnanvidhi ceremony, 
the belief that “I am this 
body‑mind complex” is 
destroyed and the 
conviction that “I am 
the Pure Soul” is 
eternally established 
within. This awareness 
will blossom into 
deeper and subtler 
levels as one follows the 
simple guidelines that 
are given to nourish, 
protect and accelerate 
this newly revealed 
knowledge of the Self.

Self 
Realization 
Ceremony

North America

SCAN TO REGISTER

Jain Center of Southern California
8072 Commonwealth Ave.
Buena Park, CA 90621

1‑877‑505‑DADA (3232) X 1009 | west‑regional‑core@us.dadabhagwan.org | www.dadabhagwan.org

REALIZE YOUR
TRUE SELF
LOS ANGELES, CA
JULY 27TH‑28TH, 2024

Dada Bhagwan Foundation Adalaj
invites you to join us for a Spiritual Discourse

(Question & Answer Format) with
Atmagnani Pujyashree Deepakbhai Desai

FREE ADMISSION: Please RSVP at usevents.dadabhagwan.org
LIVE TRANSLATION AVAILABLE IN HINDI & ENGLISH
BABYSITTING WILL BE PROVIDED DURING GNAN VIDHI

JUL27
SAT

PUJYASHREE SATSANG 5:00 PM TO 7:30 PM
PRASAD (DINNER) 7:30 PM

JUL28
SUN

DISCOURSE BY APTAPUTRA 11:00 AM TO 12:30 PM
PRASAD (LUNCH) 12:30 PM
TEA & SNACKS 3:30 PM
REGISTRATION FOR SELF REALIZATION 3:30 PM TO 4:30 PM
SELF REALIZATION CEREMONY (GNAN VIDHI) 4:30 PM TO 7:30 PM
PRASAD (DINNER) 7:30 PM
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Memory Loss That Disrupts Daily Life, Misplacing items, Confusion with Time or Place? 
Recognizing Alzheimer’s Disease Early and Getting Treatment Helps Families and Patients Improve Quality of Life

By Wynnelena Canio, MD, AGSF
Geriatrician (IM) and Psychiatrist,
Regional Dementia Care Clinical Lead,
Kaiser Permanente Northern California

My grandma was diagnosed with 
dementia when I was in college. She 
started mixing up the stories she had 
told me growing up. Her doctor gave her 
medication and told her it may or may 
not help.

Over the years, as a family, we suffered 
ambiguous loss as grandma was losing 
her ability to cook, move independently, 
shower on her own, control her bladder, 
amongst other things. Like most Asian 
families, we took turns helping her 
with these increasing disabilities, while 
learning how to communicate in her 
disease/stage-appropriate language. 
One day, as I was helping her bathe, she 
cried and said, “why are you helping me 
with this, I bathed you.” I responded, 
“you’re right you did, so now it’s my turn.”

When grandma’s paid caregiver moved, 
my mom decided to retire early to 
take care of her at home. Given how 
emotionally and physically draining as 
it was, mom often said “I’ll die before 
her.” I’d give mom a break and I’d take 
grandma to spend one week at a time 
with us in Petaluma.

This was an extremely arduous journey for 

us, the progression of the disease revealing 
new challenges at every turn, which required 
us to learn and adapt. This is a journey not 
unlike every caregiver and family with a 
loved one suffering from dementia.

While caring for our elders is a cultural 
touchstone for many AAPI communities, the 
challenge of older adult care and managing 
a multigenerational household can be 
overwhelming for anyone. When a parent, 
grandparent or other loved one begins to 
show a new pattern of forgetfulness, lost 
items or confusion with time – possible 
early signs of Alzheimer’s Disease and 
Related Dementias (ADRDs) – the stress 
for caregivers is compounded. The loved 
one, often aware of their increasing lapses 
may also fear their loss of control and the 
stigma of aging and becoming a burden to 
their family.

Now, the State of California is helping 
people meet these challenges through the 
Take on Alzheimer’s campaign. The first-
ever statewide campaign of its kind, it aims 
to shift perceptions and reduce stigma 
around Alzheimer’s. 

For Asian American and Pacific Islander 
(AAPI) populations the message is critical. 
We know that almost half (46%) of Asian 
Americans say that they are concerned 
about developing Alzheimer’s or dementia 
and 90% worry about being a burden on their 
family if they develop Alzheimer’s disease. 

Moreover, we know that stigma can play 
a role in limiting the help families receive. 
Too often AAPI families experience shame 
that deters them from seeking information, 
assistance, or a formal diagnosis, until the 
disease has progressed to later stages.

Honest and empathetic conversations 
with friends, loved ones or a clinician can 
be critical to improving outcomes. The 
earlier ADRDs are diagnosed, the better it 
is for the loved one with the disease and 
their caregivers. Take on Alzheimer’s hopes 
to make conversations about symptoms, 
diagnosis, and caregiving commonplace. 
We want people to know that first and 
foremost, there are things we can do to 
take care of our brain health before and 
after diagnosis. We also want to shift 
perceptions so that people understand that 
Alzheimer’s is a neurological disorder and 
not a psychiatric disorder. There are new 
treatments and considerable research in 
this area, and we expect care and therapies 
to get even better.

Why is California taking on Alzheimer’s 
now? According to the 2024 California 
State of Public Health report, Alzheimer’s 
is now the second leading cause of death 
in California, affecting over 690,000 
individuals across the state. California is 
expecting the number of residents living 
with Alzheimer’s to double by 2040.

By identifying when memory loss disrupts 

your loved one’s daily life or tasks, you 
can discuss symptoms with a doctor and 
take action. It’s ok to be afraid at this 
step, but open communication leads to 
better outcomes and increased support 
for the affected loved one.

California’s Take on Alzheimer’s 
campaign hopes that by fighting the 
stigma associated with Alzheimer’s, 
people can get the resources and 
assistance they need sooner. Especially 
in the early stages, eating a balanced 
diet, exercising, getting good sleep, and 
staying socially connected help preserve 
quality of life.
With early screening and detection, 
people with ADRD, along with their 
family members, have the chance to 
make the choices that are right for them. 
Families can also take critical steps to 
create the necessary legal and financial 
plans for their affected loved one. While 
these conversations may be difficult 
to start, they are critically important to 
ensuring your loved one’s needs and 
wishes are met.

Ready to start the conversation? Visit 
TakeOnAlz.com for information, tips and 
resources.

# # #
Dr. Canio is the Regional Dementia Care 
Clinical Lead for Kaiser Permanente of 
Northern California.

Brahma Kumaris Open New Center In Milpitas

India-West Staff Reporter

MILPITAS, CA – The Brahma 
Kumaris Silicon Valley here, cel-
ebrated the inauguration of its new 
Om Shanti Meditation Center on 
June 22. The event, graced by Sister 
Mohini, Sister Jayanti, additional 
administrative heads of the Brahma 
Kumaris, and esteemed dignitaries, 
was a jubilant gathering filled with 
expressions of joy, gratitude, and 
love.

Under the leadership of Sister 
Kusum Kejriwal, Brahma Kumaris Silicon 
Valley has served the Bay Area for over 28 
years. The Om Shanti Meditation Center 
stands as a testament to their commit-
ment, built with heartfelt enthusiasm and 
good wishes to offer the transformative 
benefits of Rajayoga meditation to the 

local community, the organization said.
The center, in a press release said, that 

it is open to people from all religious and 
cultural backgrounds and is a place to 
reflect and witness the transformative 
benefits of Raja Yoga and meditation.

The center said it will host spiritual 

retreats, personal development series, 
and provide value-based education for 
children, with the aim of empowering 
individuals to discover and embody their 
best selves.

As the world’s largest spiritual organiza-
tion led by women, the Brahma Kumaris 

boast over 9,000 centers across more than 
115 countries and a student community 
exceeding one million. For over 80 years, 
their leaders have exemplified unwavering 
courage and steadfast faith, fostering unity 
and tirelessly working towards a better 
world, the press release said.

The new Om Shanti Meditation Center.

The atmosphere was festive with prayer, dance and live drums.

Sister Mohini, Sister Jayanti, and dignitaries at the inauguration.
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The VinFast VF 8, the Vietnamese automaker’s first 
foray into the international car market, is garnering 
positive reviews for its advanced driver-assistance 
systems (ADAS). Data analyst Natalie Ly credits the 
VF 8 with preventing an accident. “The car’s automatic 
emergency braking (AEB) kicked in once and saved us,” 
Ly said. “The lane departure warning system also helps 
keep me alert on long drives. ADAS level 2 is a lifesaver 
for long road trips.”

Ly’s experience is not unique. Many VF 8 owners are ex-
pressing satisfaction with the car’s safety features, which 
complement its sleek design and smooth driving experi-
ence. Hung Pham, an electronic engineer, highlighted the 
car’s helpful driving aids, including the head-up display 
(HUD) and 360-degree camera system.

“The car offers a lot of technology features, and my 
enjoyment of ownership to increase even further once I’ve 
fully explored them all,” Pham said. Pham also recounted 
two instances where the car’s lane departure warning 
system helped him avoid accidents.

While some drivers may prioritize established brands, 
Pham sees value in VinFast’s fresh perspective. “I would 
definitely recommend this car, especially for those who 
appreciate a new brand and want to stand out,” he said.

“VF8 is a safe car. I feel well protected while I’m in 
it,” he added.

The VinFast VF 8 electric SUV boasts a comprehensive 
suite of ADAS designed to enhance safety on the road. 
Cameras and sensors work in concert to maintain safe 
following distances, warn drivers of lane departures, and 
automatically engage emergency braking when necessary. 
This technology is particularly helpful in scenarios where 
drivers encounter unexpected obstacles or are unable to 
apply the brakes with sufficient force.

The VF 8’s ADAS suite includes features like highway 
driving assistance, traffic jam assist, lane keeping assist, 
lane departure warning, collision warning, smart speed 
adjustment, traffic sign recognition, and automatic 
emergency braking.

Beyond ADAS, the VF 8 is equipped with a host of 
additional high-end features, solidifying its position as 
a compelling choice for car enthusiasts.

Safety Certifications Highlight VF 8’s Strength
The VF 8’s robust safety features have garnered recog-

nition from prestigious safety organizations. Euro NCAP, 
a rigorous testing program relied upon by manufacturers 
and drivers alike, awarded the VF 8 a 4-star safety rating, 
narrowly missing a 5-star designation by a mere 4%.

Euro NCAP’s evaluation utilized a VF 8 Plus variant 
equipped with the full suite of standard safety features and 
technology. These features include 11 airbags (including 
central front-seat airbags), an ADAS package with AEB and 
lane keeping assist, 
and more.

The VF 8 ex-
c e l l e d  i n  c h i l d 
occupant protec-
tion during both 
frontal and side 
impact tests, with 
child mannequins 
demonstrating ex-
ceptional protec-
tion across critical 
body areas. This 
achievement is re-
flected in the car’s 
outstanding 89% 
score for child oc-
cupant protection 
in its Euro NCAP 
debut. This category score ranks among the best tested 
by the independent assessment program throughout 
2023, underlining VinFast’s commitment to developing 
vehicles with top-tier safety standards. As a result, the VF 
8 emerges as an ideal choice for families seeking a secure 
and comfortable driving experience for their children.

The VF 8’s performance extended beyond child oc-
cupant protection. It also received high marks in the 
categories of vulnerable road user protection and safety 
assist systems. This comprehensive suite of safety fea-
tures positions the VF 8 as a frontrunner in the family 
SUV segment, offering peace of mind for parents and 
ensuring the safety of all passengers.

VinFast’s AEB system is particularly noteworthy, 
demonstrating exceptional responsiveness to pedestrians, 
other vehicles, and even cyclists at risk of collision. The 
system excelled in tests involving pedestrians, protecting 
individuals even behind the reversing vehicle. Similarly, 
the AEB system performed admirably in cyclist scenarios, 
including preventing or warning against opening doors 
when a cyclist approaches from behind. The system 
achieved top scores in all tests involving motorcyclists.

Award-Winning Safety: Recognition from 
Multiple Organizations

The VF 8’s safety prowess extends beyond Euro NCAP’s 
evaluation. It has also earned 5-star ratings from the New 
Car Assessment Program for Southeast Asia (ASEAN 
NCAP).

Biennially, the ASEAN NCAP organization hosts the 
prestigious Grand Prix Awards to recognize manufac-
turers demonstrating exceptional safety standards.

On May 28, 2024, ASEAN NCAP awarded the VF 8 
a remarkable five out of six top safety awards. These 
awards included “Best Child Occupant Protection,” 
“Best Safety Assist,” “Best Overall,” “Best Motorcyclist 
Safety,” and “Best SUV.” Facing competition from 
over 15 major manufacturers in the ASEAN region, 
VinFast secured recognition in nearly every category. 
This achievement stands as a testament to VinFast’s 
exceptional capabilities and unwavering commitment 
to prioritizing occupant safety.

The VinFast VF 8’s safety features are a major selling 
point for consumers seeking a reassuring electrifi-
cation experience. The car’s affordability is further 
enhanced by VinFast’s attractive leasing policy, making 
it easier for many customers to make the switch to an 
electric vehicle.

Beyond the technology itself, consumers also ex-
pressed appreciation for the peace of mind provided 
by the ADAS features. “The ADAS is the feature that 

I appreciate the most about the VF8 car,” said Tony 
Nguyen, an engineer. “It helps relieve my stress driving 
on the highway.” John Riedy, a photographer, echoed 
this sentiment, stating, “I love driving it most when 
I’m in traffic on the highway and can use the ADAS to 
do most of the work.”

The affordability of the VF 8 leasing program was 
another factor cited by early adopters. “The initial lease 
was very affordable for anyone to get firsthand into EV 
culture and experience it for themselves,” said Steven 
Garza, a porter.

This sentiment suggests that VinFast’s leasing strategy 
may be effectively lowering the barrier to entry for electric 
vehicle ownership.

John Riedy further underscored the importance of 
warranty coverage when purchasing an electric vehi-
cle. “The 10-year warranty gave me total confidence 
in making the purchase,” he said. VinFast’s extended 
warranty policy appears to be a significant advantage 
in attracting new electric vehicle customers./.

VinFast VF 8 prioritizes safety. The car secured high 
marks in Euro NCAP’s stringent tests, achieving a per-
fect score in some areas of overall protection. Further 
solidifying its safety credentials, the VF 8 also garnered 
a 5-star rating from the ASEAN NCAP. These accolades 
underscore VinFast’s commitment to its “Custom-
er-centric” philosophy, with many owners reporting 
that the car’s safety features have prevented accidents 
and instilled confidence during long drives.

Peace Of Mind On The Road: VinFast VF 8 
Impresses With Advanced Safety Features
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Sounds At Stanford Jazz Festival: Creative And Unforgettable
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By Poonam Kakodkar

PALO ALTO, CA – The Stan-
ford Jazz Festival, held on 
June 23 at the Dinkelspiel 
Auditorium, was an unfor-
gettable event. Headlined by 
vocalist Mahesh Kale and saxo-
phonist George Brooks, the 
evening also featured Gram-
my-winning percussionist 
Selvaganesh Vinayakram, pia-
nist Frank Martin, bassist Kai 
Eckhardt, and drummer Scott 
Amendola and the synergy of 
musical talents captivated the 
audience from start to finish.

Brooks’ joyous opening piece, “McCoy,” 
instantly warmed up the crowd. A mes-
merizing jugalbandi featuring Selvaganesh 
Vinayakram on the kanjira and drummer 
Scott Amendola showcased the musicians’ 
unparalleled skill and chemistry.

Mahesh Kale took the spotlight with an 
800-year-old composition by Sant Ravidas, 
“Abhigath Nath Niranjan,” blending spiritu-
ality and soulfulness. His rendition, enriched 
by personal anecdotes, added depth to the 
spiritual journey shared with the audience. 
The debut of Kale’s rendition of the ghazal 
“Toh Kya Yeh Tay Hai,” based on a poem by 
Suroor Barabankvi, was a highlight. This 
genre, known for emotive and poetic lyrics, 
found new life with Kale’s delivery, comple-
mented by Brooks on the piano.

Kale’s performance of a bandish based on 
the Carnatic raga Amritavarshini, a composi-

tion of his own creation, was another high-
light. This expressive piece showcased Kale’s 
vocal prowess and the talents of his students 
Prajwal, Rohan, and Aditi, who joined him 
on stage for a captivating musical dialogue.

The grand finale was a truly interactive 
experience as Kale invited the audience 

to join him in singing raag 
Ahir Bhairav followed by 
“Pibare Rama Rasam,” a 
beloved song for its spiri-
tual depth. The auditorium 
resonated with melodious 
echoes of devotion, encap-
sulating the essence of unity 
through music.

At the ‘Stanford Jazz Fes-
tival: Indian Jazz Journey,’ 

music became a bridge connecting hearts 
and souls, transcending language and cul-
tural barriers. Kale and Brooks delivered a 
mesmerizing performance, blending Indian 
classical music with the improvisational flair 
of jazz. Kale’s soulful vocals resonated along-
side Brooks’ evocative saxophone melodies.

The ensemble was elevated by the vir-
tuosity of Grammy-winning percussionist 
Selvaganesh Vinayakram, whose rhythmic 
intricacy added layers of depth. Selvaga-
nesh made his debut performance, leaving 
an indelible mark with his virtuosity and 
creativity.

Carnegie Hall pianist Frank Martin en-
riched the performance with his nuanced 
keys, complemented by the prodigious bass-
ist Kai Eckhardt’s dynamic grooves. Gram-
my-nominated drummer Scott Amendola 
provided a steady pulse, anchoring the en-
semble’s adventurous musical explorations. 
Together, they created a transcendent mu-
sical experience, weaving together diverse 
traditions into a cohesive and unforgettable 
evening of music.

The ICMA Foundation’s mission to pro-
mote Indian classical music on a global 
stage facilitated a platform where traditional 
Indian melodies intertwined harmoniously 
with the improvisational ethos of jazz.

Reflecting on the evening, Kale shared, 
“My favorite moments are when I get people 
to sing, people from different backgrounds, 
many of them non-Indians, and to make 
them sing Indian music with so much love 
and passion is beautiful.” His ability to 
connect diverse audiences through music 
underscores his role as a performer and 
cultural ambassador.

Kale continues his musical journey with 
“Abhangwari” on June 30 at the BMM 2024 
Convention, promising another unique ex-
perience celebrating the timeless devotional 
essence of Marathi ‘Abhangs.’
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Saahas at the 8th Annual 
South Asian Mental Health Consortium

On Saturday, June 22, Saahas team members Payal Sawhney and 
Anchu Biswas, along with Saahas Youth members Vishnu Dharanikota, 
Monicka Manni, Shivali Shrivastava, Aditya Khanna, and Tanisha Pidshetti, 
participated in the 8th Annual South Asian Mental Health Consortium at 
Cal State University, East Bay. This event offered an opportunity to learn 
from scholars, researchers, clinicians, and mental health practitioners, all 
focused on the theme “Reclaiming Our Lost Practices and Belief Systems.”

The Saathi team presented research highlighting the benefits of traditional 
South Asian practices and physical community spaces, and how Saahas 
incorporates these elements into our programs for improved mental 
health outcomes. Three youth groups from Saahas shared their research 
on topics such as the Ayurvedic Diet for Better Mental Health and Indian 
Traditions for Immigrant Mental Wellness. Additionally, the collaboration 
team with Taarika showcased their projects aimed at enhancing mental 

health among South 
Asian children and 
teens.

Beyond presenting, 
Saahas representa-
tives had the opportunity to network with other professionals in 
the mental health field. It was an honor for Saahas to be part of the 
Consortium, and we are incredibly proud of our team’s dedication 
to advancing South Asian mental health through research and pro-
gramming.

Saahas for Cause is committed to supporting mental health. 
If you need assistance, please contact us at 
info@saahasforcause.org or call (562) 526-2508.

Jain Center Holds Free Medical Camp

Rajmohan Gandhi To Headline Sardar Patel 
150th Birth Anniversary Celebration

India-West Staff Reporter

BUENA PARK, CA – Despite perfect beach weather 
during the long weekend, many people prioritized 
their health and visited the Anekant Community 
Center for a free health fair on July 6. The event saw 
a turnout of 108 individuals registered for compre-
hensive checkups, with approximately 45 having 
pre-registered online.

This free health fair, organized by the Jain temple 
here and Anekant Community Center, offered a variety 
of medical specialties. Services included bone density 
assessments, COPD testing, eye checkups, diabetes, 
cholesterol, and hemoglobin testing. Lestonnac Free 
Clinic provided a complete dental setup, conducting 34 
dental exams and screenings, with 18 patients receiv-
ing cavity fillings or extractions.

Over 60 volunteers contributed to the success of the 
health fair. Vegetarian breakfast and lunch were pro-
vided for all volunteers, professionals, and participants. 

Dr. Ramesh Kothari highlighted the long-standing tradition of the event, stating, “We 
have been providing these services to bring health awareness to the community for more 
than 33 years at no charge, and we look forward to continuing this tradition every year.”

India-West Staff Reporter

CERRITOS, CA - On October 
27, the Friends of Sardar Patel As-
sociation (FSPA) will host a grand 
celebration at the Sheraton Hotel 
here to mark the 150th birth anni-
versary of Sardar Patel. This event 
will also commemorate the silver 
jubilee of the Sardar Patel Award, 
the prestigious $10,000 prize given 
annually for outstanding doctoral 
theses on India.

Established in 1999, FSPA has 
collaborated with UCLA for the 
past 25 years, creating a $250,000 
endowment to support this an-
nual award. Over the years, 25 
distinguished scholars have been 
honored with this accolade, rec-
ognizing their contributions to the 
academic study of India.

The celebration will take place 
from 10am to 3pm, featuring 
Rajmohan Gandhi, the grandson 
of Mahatma Gandhi and a noted 

scholar on Sardar Patel, as the chief 
guest and keynote speaker.

The event will include an exhibi-
tion showcasing the life and legacy 
of Sardar Patel, who played a cru-
cial role in India’s independence 
and the unification of over 500 
princely states.

For more information: Hark 
Vasa: 714-335-9046 (hvasa@
yahoo.com) or Vijay Bhatt at 
818-259-6667 (vijaybhatt01@
gmail.com).

COMMUNITY
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AAPI Election Disputes: 
Dr. Kaza Says He Is Chair Of The Board Of Trustees

India-West Staff Reporter

NEW YORK, NY – Dr. Sunil 
Kaza, a cardiologist and trustee 
on the board of the American 
Association of Physicians of 
Indian Origin (AAPI), has been 
elected as the Chair for the 2024-
25 term, according to a press 
release.

The election took place on June 
8 during a “properly convened 
meeting” of the AAPI Spring 
Governing Body in Garden City, 
NY, following AAPI’s bylaws, 
with a full quorum present, the 
release noted.

Dr. Lokesh Edara, the sitting 
Chair who conducted the elec-
tion, confirmed this and noted 

that there were two other can-
didates. The meeting minutes 
and related documentation were 
promptly sent to the AAPI office, 

Edara said and added 
that Kaza’s election was 
further ratified on June 
19 by most of the Board 
of Trustees.

Kaza’s election has 
faced disputes. He says 

that a second, unconventional, 
alternate election was conducted 
by the AAPI president without 
transparency about who re-

ceived the ballots or who voted. 
He alleges that many legitimate 
governing body members did not 
receive ballots for this alternate 
election and reported several 
other discrepancies.

AAPI traditionally announces 
its new Chair of the Board of 
Trustees during its annual con-
vention, now called the World 
Health Congress, scheduled for 
July 18-22 in New York.

Kaza remains hopeful for a res-
olution to the contested election. 
He suggests that senior leaders of 
the organization initiate dialogue 
to resolve differences, referenc-
ing a precedent where both can-
didates shared the term.

The press release noted that 

India’s Pharma 
Exports Surge 
With Demand 

From US

NEW DELHI, (IANS) – India’s pharmaceutical 
exports continue to register double-digit growth, 
reflecting the strong demand for the country’s af-
fordable generic medicines in global markets led 
by the USA and UK.

India’s pharma exports grew by 10.45 percent in 
May this year to touch the $2.3 billion mark com-
pared with the $2.08 billion in the same month of 
the previous financial year.

India is now the world’s third-largest drugmaker 
by volume amid the growing demand for the coun-
try’s pharmaceutical products in export markets.

The US is a key market, which accounts for about 
30 percent of India’s annual pharma exports after a 
nearly 16 percent increase in fiscal 2024.

The country’s drug shortages as well as the 
increased use of drugs for lifestyle diseases such 
as diabetes, hypertension, and depression are 
expected to fuel the demand for India’s affordably 
priced drugs, according to industry sources.

India is a hub of bulk generic drug manufacturing 
and drugmakers including Dr Reddy’s, Cipla, Sun 
Pharma derive a significant share of revenue from 
both the US and Europe.

The world’s largest drug market is facing decade-
high drug shortages, India Ratings said in a note cit-
ing data from with Utah Drug Information Service.

There is an active shortage of 233 drugs across 
22 therapeutic categories as of April, led mainly 
by discontinuing production of some drugs, ris-
ing demand and delays in shipments, it said, 
also citing data from the US Food and Drug 
Administration.

Kaza, an interventional cardi-
ologist for 23 years in Nashville, 
currently serves veterans and 
is Board-Certified in Internal 
Medicine, Cardiology, Nuclear 
Medicine, and Echocardiogra-
phy. He has held several different 
offices in AAPI. His charitable 
and philanthropic efforts include 
personal donations exceeding 
$500,000 and raising significant 
funds for causes such as fight-
ing human trafficking in India 
and empowering women and 
children. Recently, as President 
of the Association of Telugu 
Medical Graduates in the US, 
he partnered with Ekam USA 
to raise over $40,000 for these 
initiatives.
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In A First, Indian Americans Lead Top 3 US 
Pharmacy Organizations

All kinds of Punjabi, 
Gujarati, South Indian 

snacks, and Thali

A House of Indian Traditional Sweets & Snacks

SWEETS: • Jalebi • Boondi Laddu • Barfi (Kaju/Pista/Almond/Plain) 
  • Rasgulla • Peda • Petha • Amarti • Cham Cham • Gulab Jamun 
  • Kalakand  • Karachi Halwa • Milk Cake • Ras Malai • Baalu Shahi
NAMKEEN:  • Kaju Masala • Dalmoth/Moong/Channa  Chevda Mix • Sevian 
  • Mathi • Gathia

Sweets & Namkeen available for all occasions

Catering Specialist
Order online on our website - 

www.ambalasweets.com

Ambala 
Sweets & Snacks

18433 Pioneer Blvd, Artesia, CA 90701 • 562-402-0006.
www.ambalasweets.com

Monday - Sunday 11:00 am - 8:30 pm

Swad Jo Rahe
  Hamesha Yaad

India-West Staff Reporter

POMONA, CA – For the first 
time in history, Indian Americans 
are serving as presidents in three 
of the leading U.S. pharmacy or-
ganizations simultaneously.

Anandi Law has been elected 
president of the American Asso-
ciation of Colleges of Pharmacy, 
Nishaminy Kasbekar serves as 
the president of the American 
Society of Health-System Phar-
macists and Alex C. Varkey is 
the president of the American 
Pharmacists Association.

Reflecting on the significance 
of this milestone, Law, a pro-
fessor and associate dean at 
Western University of Health 
Sciences,  here,  and a phar-
macy educator, mentor, and 
researcher for 25 years, said, “I 
aim to reach out to internal and 
external stakeholders to engage 
them and strengthen the focus 
on interprofessional collabora-
tions for patient care and soci-
etal needs while elevating the 
profession through advocacy, 
branding, and communication. 
My theme is ‘Reach Out. Engage. 
Elevate our profession.’ Alex, 
Nish, and I are very aligned in 
our voices – with Alex’s theme of 

‘All 1n. One Profession. United.’ 
and Nish’s theme of ‘Be The 
Change’ drawing inspiration 
from Mahatma Gandhi.”

Alex Varkey is the first Indian 
American to become president of 
APhA in the organization’s 172-
year history. Currently director 
of pharmacy services at Houston 
Methodist Hospital–Texas Medi-
cal Center, he has implemented 
innovative technologies to im-
prove efficiency and safety in 
medication-use processes. He 
has his PharmD from the Univer-
sity of Houston and a graduate 

degree in Health-System Phar-
macy Administration from Ohio 
State University.

Varkey said, “I am acutely 
aware that I not only represent 
my colleagues in the profession, 
but I also represent my family 
and heritage. My parents came 
to this country to provide op-
portunities for their children 
they wouldn’t otherwise have; 
because of that, their expecta-
tions were very high. They’re 
no longer here physically, but I 
know how proud they would be 
of my commitment to APhA and 

to our entire profession. I’m hon-
ored to share this responsibility 
with Nish and Anandi,” he said, 
adding, “Knowing that we share 
cultural ties makes this experi-
ence of service more special and 
meaningful to me.”

Nishaminy Kasbekar,  vice 
president and chief pharmacy 
officer at the University of Penn-
sylvania Health System, is the 
first Indian American to serve 
as ASHP president. Elected in 
2022, Kasbekar has a long his-
tory of service to national and 
state pharmacy organizations. 

She stated, “I 
am extremely 
proud to  be 
i n  t h i s  c o -
hort of Indi-
an American 
leaders in our 
profession. 
A s  a  f i r s t -
generation 
American,  I 
watched  my 
parents sac-
rifice to fight 
for the things 
t h e y  c a r e d 
about.  Their 
example gave 
me a path for-

ward to pursue my dream of be-
ing a clinical pharmacist. I hope 
my experience inspires young 
practitioners of all backgrounds 
to fulfill their aspirations as 
pharmacists and leaders in our 
profession.”

Kasbekar earned her degree in 
Pharmacy and PharmD degrees 
from the Philadelphia College of 
Pharmacy and Science. She is a 
Fellow of ASHP and a past presi-
dent of the Pennsylvania Society 
of Health-System Pharmacists 
and the Delaware Valley Society 
of Health-System Pharmacists.

	 Alex C. Varkey	 Anandi Law	 Nishaminy Kasbekar



JULY 2024 – P17INDIA WEST

 A NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
FED ID#: 83-1669026)

All donations are tax deductable & 
for use of temple purpose only.

3198 Airport Loop Drive, Unit # J, 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626. Ph: (714) 714 0101.

www.sivakameswari.org | info@sivakameswari.org

Promoting Spirituality, Art, Culture, Social Service & Vedic education

Divine Vibrations & Community Wellbeing



P18 – JULY 2024 		  INDIA WEST

Tutoring - Test Prep - Consulting

PSAT SAT ACT SAT II AP
We offer a wide range of 
comprehensive test prepara-
tion courses. Along with a 
revision of the subject's funda-
mentals we will help you 
understand the tests inside 
out.

• Free diagnostic test & in-depth 
   analysis
• Guidance for weak area 
   improvement

• Comprehensive drills for all 
   sections 
• Test-taking strategies
• Online practice tools
• Full-length practice tests

• Complete course coverage

Math, English, Sciences
We offer one of the most 
comprehensive tutoring 
programs available today. 
Guaranteed improvement in 
3-6 months for committed 
students.

• Homework help
• Quiz/Test preparation
• Weekly grades monitoring and 
   corrective actions
• Additional practice drills & Online 
   practice tools 
• Parallel common core course - 
   Math & English 

Counseling & College App

Selecting a career can be a 
daunting task given the 
number of options available 
today. The counselors at 
Gurukul can help you narrow 
down and select the best 
options which relate to your 
interests, skills and goals and 
are also aligned with your 
academic capabilities

• College selection

• Career guidance and selection
• High school roadmap

• College application and essay 
    help
• Scholarship &, Financial 
   aid/FAFSA guidance

Gurukul is a leading Tutoring and Test-Prep institute based in Artesia, California. We offer a wide range of 
tutoring programs for your crucial Elementary, Middle and High School years. Be it a matter of GPA improve-
ment or taking a critical test like SAT, we cater to all your requirements. Our professional experienced staff 
will leave no stone unturned in pursuit of your goals.

Gurukul Academy
Building a strong foundation

17510 Pioneer Blvd. Ste 203
Artesia, CA (90701)

www.trygurukul.com 

(209) 487-8585

info@trygurukul.com

Tutoring Test Preparation Consulting

Afterschool program available with pick up from select ABC district schools. 
Free trial class and consulting. Call and reserve your spot today !

Now o�ering one-on-one online tutoring via zoom 

AGENT, NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

• Life Insurance
• Retirement Planning
• Buy/Sell Agreement Funding
• College/Education Funding
• Mutual Funds*
• Estate Planning *Offered by NYLIFE Securities LLC

CA Insurance. Lic# OA95351

Bus: 800-787-3047
Res: 310-417-3881
Cell: 213-445-4358
Fax: 310-417-3631

SATISH PATEL
Registered Representative, NYLIFE Securities LLC (Member FINRA/SIPC)

A Licensed Insurance Agency and New York Life company
6300 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 2010 • Los Angeles, CA 90048

(323) 782-3000 • satishpatel@ft.newyorklife.com

A Licensed Insurance Agency

COMMUNITY

Steve Wagstaffe’s Office announced that 
Judge Susan M. Jakubowski found the 
43-year-old Patel “eligible and suitable” 
for mental health diversion during a June 
20 hearing.

“Judge Jakubowski made a lengthy 
statement concluding the defendant was 
suitable for mental health diversion. 
She stated that after a review of all the 
evidence, she had concluded the proper 
diagnosis for the defendant’s mental ill-
ness was major depressive disorder, which 
is a qualifying mental disorder under the 
statute,” the DA’s office said in a statement.

The judge also ruled that Patel will re-

main in county jail for several weeks for a 
“bridging period” before being released, 
as suggested by defense doctors. After his 
release, Patel will be monitored by GPS, 
must stay at his parents’ home in Belmont, 
cannot leave San Mateo County, and can 
only leave home for court or treatment ses-
sions for the first two months. He is also 
prohibited from using alcohol or drugs and 
cannot drive.

On January 2, 2023, Patel was driving his 
Tesla with his wife and children, ages 7 and 
4, along Highway 1 when he drove up a hill 
and off a 250-foot cliff to the rocks below. All 
four occupants survived the impact, with one 
child suffering minor injuries. Patel pleaded 

not guilty to three counts 
of attempted murder fol-
lowing the incident.

If Patel successfully 
completes the two-year 
t r e a t m e n t  p r o g r a m , 
overseen by Stanford 
University’s forensic psy-
chiatric fellowship, the 
ruling could lead to a 
dismissal of all charges 
against him. Prosecutors 
had strongly objected to 
the diversion, arguing 
Patel posed a danger to 
the public.

Deputy District At-
torney Dominique Davis 
said Patel suffered from 
schizoaffective disorder 

CA Doctor Avoids Jail Time 
Contd. from P1

and delusions, describing his mental state 
before the crash: “He feared his children 
would be sold into sex slavery. He carried 
a knife around for three days.”

Patel’s defense attorney countered that 
he suffered from major depressive disor-
der, which the judge ultimately accepted 
as the proper diagnosis.

Judge Jakubowski described Patel as 
“by all accounts a kind and loving” person 
who would be better served by treatment at 
home than awaiting trial in jail. “He wants to 
continue psychiatric treatment,” Jakubowski 
said. “The court believes he now realizes the 
importance of being forthright.”

Patel’s wife had testified in support of 
his release, stating, “We’re not a family 
without him.” She has pledged to seek help 
if needed and report any signs of mental 
instability. Photo: The Mercury News
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Subra Suresh Joins Caltech’s 
Board Of Trustees

India-West Staff Reporter

PASADENA, CA – Subra Suresh, the 
Vannevar Bush Professor of Engineer-
ing Emeritus at MIT and president of the 
Global Learning Council, an 
education-focused innovation 
platform, is also now a Caltech 
trustee.

Passionate about education, 
diversity, and equity in STEM, 
and nurturing a global per-
spective among scientists and 
engineers, Suresh discussed 
his early connection to Caltech 
and what makes the Institute 
special.

“I had the pleasure and the 
privilege of spending two sab-
baticals at Caltech at different 
times, one around 1999 in 
GALCIT and the other in 2004 
as the Gordon Moore Scholar,” 
Suresh recalled. He fondly remembers 
chatting about his research with Moore 
himself for two hours when the Intel Corp. 
co-founder visited his office.

“One of the things that has always im-
pressed me about Caltech is the impact it has 
had on new scientific discoveries, innova-
tion, translation of science to industry, start-
ups, and leadership in different domains all 
over the globe, especially given its extremely 
small size,” he said.

Last year, Suresh was awarded the Na-
tional Medal of Science, the highest honor 
for a scientist or engineer in the United 

States, by President Joe Biden.
Suresh also serves as Brown University 

Professor at Large, a member of the Board 
of Governors of the New York Academy 
of Sciences, a member of the Board of 

Overseers of Koç University in Istanbul, 
and a member of the Board of Directors of 
Singapore Exchange.

A former director of the National Science 
Foundation, Suresh designed and created 
the Innovation Corps program, a successful 
initiative focused on translating scientific 
discoveries into commercial applications. He 
previously served as dean of engineering at 
MIT and professor of engineering at Brown 
University.

Suresh has authored three books and more 
than 300 research articles. He also has 30 
patent applications.

Giri, Retailer Of Religious 
Products, Opens In Sunnyvale, CA

India-West Staff       
Reporter

SUNNYVALE, CA – Giri, 
a premier retailer of Indian 
traditional and religious 
products, has opened its 
first US showroom, here.

TS Ranganathan, CEO 
of Giri Retailer Inc. “Our 
new showroom represents 
a significant milestone in 
our mission to connect in-
dividuals with India’s rich 
spiritual traditions. We are 
committed to offering our 
American customers the same high 
standards of quality and authentic-
ity that have earned us their trust in 
India for over seven decades.”

Founded over 70 years ago, Giri 
Retailer has become a household 
name for those seeking high-quality 
spiritual products. It has 35 show-
rooms in Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 
Telangana, Puducherry, Maharash-
tra, and New Delhi. Globally it retails 
in the UK, Australia, and UAE.

The new showroom in the US 
aims to serve as a cultural hub 
for Indian Americans fostering a 
deeper connection to Indian tradi-
tions and spirituality, the company 
said. It will showcase an extensive selec-
tion of Giri’s renowned products including 
books, pooja essentials, Indian festivity 
products, idols, handicrafts, Yantram, 

and much more. Giri Retailer hopes to 
provide Indian American customers with 
convenient access to high-quality religious 
items within their locale.

Dr. Subra Suresh with his wife.
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CRIME

CHIKU aka SAPOTA

A Trusted Source for Organically Grown Tropical & Subtropical Fruit Trees. Family owned & operated for over thirty years, the nursery 
offers selected varieties of fruit trees specifi cally adapted to various growing zones throughout Southern California. To help them 
thrive in your home garden, growing information is also provided both verbally and in printed form. 

PAPAYA TREE NURSERY

Special variety (PTN#1) adapted to S. California can begin fruiting in one or two years at a 
height of only four feet. This very sweet fruit is one of nature’s special desserts. Delicious as 
a fresh-picked fruit, or you can make chiku kulfi  just like grandma did! These space-saving, 
semi-dwarf trees grow to only 12’ tall in S. California and can be container grown. On 
display at the nursery, you can view a fruiting chiku tree planted in the ground 6 years ago.

SOME OF THE PLANTS OFFERED: BANANA – FIG – JAKFRUIT – LITCHEE – MANGO – PAPAYA 
– POMEGRANATE – KALA JAMUN – SHAHTOOT/MULBERRY – SITAPHAL/SHARIFA

Open 7 Days A Week by Same- Day Appointment. 8 AM to 6PM (Please Call First)

Website: www.papayatreenursery.com   -   (818) 363-3680P
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Physician Pleads 
Guilty To Ripping Off 
Medicaid, Faces Jail

Masked Robbers Steal $500,000 Merchandise 
From Berkeley Jewelry Shop

India-West News Desk

BERKELEY, CA – In a brazen daylight heist, masked 
robbers armed with guns and sledgehammers stormed 
the Bombay Jewelry Company in Berkeley over the 
weekend, making off with $500,000 worth of merchan-
dise, authorities report.

The robbery occurred on July 6, just before 2:10 p.m. 
According to the Berkeley Police Department, seven to 
eight individuals executed a coordinated attack, forc-

ing their way 
into the jew-
elry store. 

The assailants used sledgehammers to shatter display 
cases and brandished firearms to threaten and control 
both staff and customers.

The alarm company initially alerted the police, who 
responded swiftly. However, the robbers managed to 
spend just over a minute inside the store, fleeing with 
at least half a million dollars in jewelry.

The robbers arrived and departed in two vehicles, 
described as a black Honda Civic and a gray Dodge 
Charger. The Berkeley Police Department is actively 
investigating the incident. Despite this high-profile 
case, robberies in Berkeley have significantly decreased 
this year, according to the Berkeley Scanner.

India-West News Desk

CHICAGO, IL – Mona Ghosh, 
who owns and operates Progres-
sive Women’s Healthcare, special-
izing in obstetrics and gynecology 
services, pleaded guilty to two 
counts of health care fraud. Each 
count is punishable by up to ten 
years in federal prison.

The 51-year-old physician 
was charged with billing Med-
icaid and private insurers for 
nonexistent services. Federal 
prosecutors said Ghosh is ac-
countable for at least $2.4 mil-
lion in fraudulently obtained 
reimbursements. She admitted 
in her plea agreement that she 
was accountable for more than 
$1.5 million of such fraudulently 
obtained reimbursements.

The final amount will be deter-
mined by the court at sentenc-

ing. US District Judge Franklin 
Valderrama has set sentencing 
for October 22.

According to court docu-
ments, from 2018 to 2022, 
Ghosh had her employees sub-
mit, fraudulent claims to Med-
icaid and other insurers for 
procedures and services that 
were not provided or were not 
medically necessary, some of 
which were performed without 
patient consent.

Ghosh also fraudulently over-
stated the length and complexity 
of in-office and telemedicine vis-
its and submitted claims using 
billing codes for which the visits 
did not qualify to seek higher 
reimbursement rates.

She admitted that she had 
prepared false patient medical 
records to support the fraudu-
lent reimbursement claims.

For more stories, 
visit our website 

www.indiawest.com
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Gun Violence A Public Health Crisis, Declares Vivek Murthy
WASHINGTON, DC (REUTERS) 

– The U.S. surgeon general de-
clared gun violence in the country a 
public health crisis on June 25, call-
ing on Americans to act to prevent 
rising firearm-related deaths and 
their cascading effects, particularly 
on Black Americans, young Ameri-
cans and other populations.

In the first-ever public health ad-
visory on gun violence, the nation’s 
top public health official, General 

Vivek Murthy, outlined what he 
called devastating and far-reaching 
consequences to the public’s well-
being and called for more research 
funding, better mental health ac-
cess, and other steps such as secure 
storage to reduce harm.

“Firearm violence is an urgent 
public health crisis that has led 
to loss of life, unimaginable pain, 
and profound grief for far too many 
Americans,” he said in a statement.

Murthy said the impact of gun 
violence spreads far beyond the 
staggering number – 50,000 a 
year – of lives lost. It impacts mil-
lions of people who have been shot 
and survived it, as well as those 
who have witnessed gun violence, 
lost family members or who learn 
about through the news.

In 2020, gun violence became 
the leading cause of death among 
U.S. children and adolescents, the 

report noted. The 
firearm mortal-
ity rate among 
youths in the U.S. 
is 11 times higher 
than in France, 
36 times higher 
than in Germany 
and 121 times 
higher than in 
Japan, according to the advisory.

The rate of firearm-related 
deaths has been steadily rising, 
General Vivek Murthy warned, 
with more than half of those in 
2022 driven by suicides followed by 
homicides and accidental deaths.

Mass shootings, which draw out-
sized attention despite representing 
a small percentage of firearm-relat-
ed deaths, have also increased in 
recent years. The country has seen 
more than 600 such incidents in 
each full year since 2020, according 
to the Gun Violence Archive, which 
defines a mass shooting as involv-
ing at least four victims.

In television interviews, Murthy 
compared his latest effort to previ-
ous public health campaigns that 
targeted cigarette smoking and 
promoted seatbelt use. “One of my 
goals here is to take out of the realm 
of politics and into the realm of pub-
lic health,” Murthy said on MSNBC.

But many of the solutions that 
the report recommended, such as 
expanding background checks and 
banning assault-style weapons, have 

little chance of becoming law, with 
Republican lawmakers in Congress 
staunchly opposed to virtually all gun 
limits as violations of the U.S. Con-
stitution’s guaranteed  issued public 
health advisories on the harm that 
social media causes to young people’s 
mental health and on the crisis of 
loneliness and isolation. Last week, 
he called for social media warning 
labels to protect adolescents.

Former congresswoman and gun 
shooting survivor Gabby Giffords, 
who founded the Giffords anti-gun 
violence organization after she was 
wounded in the head in 2011 during 
a mass shooting, called on policy-
makers and the U.S. government to 
heed the surgeon general’s warning.

“I have seen firsthand how 
shootings are a major threat to 
Americans’ lives and well-being, 
and our leaders must view the 
problem as the public health crisis 
it is,” Giffords said in a statement.

The National Rifle Association 
decried the advisory as an “exten-
sion of the Biden administration’s 
war on law-abiding gun owners.”
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President Clinton, Secretary Clinton, Chelsea Clinton To Bring 
Leaders Together At CGI This Fall To Accelerate “What’s Working”
By SABRINA K. CHUGH

NEW YORK, NY — On July 
12, President Bill Clinton, Secre-
tary Hillary Rodham Clinton, and 
Clinton Foundation Vice Chair 
Dr. Chelsea Clinton launched the 
program for the Clinton Global 
Initiative (CGI) 2024 Annual Meet-
ing, to be held in New York City 
on September 23-24. CGI 2024 
is focused on “What’s Working,” 
accelerating solutions that are 
working now, and emphasizing the 
responsibility we all have as citizens 
to take action. On this theme, the 
featured participants announced 
today are leaders across the pub-
lic, private, and nonprofit sectors 
who have demonstrated success in 
advancing solutions to our greatest 
global challenges.

In 2005, President Clinton 
launched CGI with the goal of 
harnessing the power of individu-
als, corporations, and governments 
to take action. For the first time at 
a conference of this kind, hundreds 
of leaders from various sectors 
came together to not only discuss 
pressing issues facing the world 
but also to develop Commitments 
to Action, which are new, specific, 
and measurable solutions. Nearly 
20 years later, CGI has grown into 
a year-round program that drives 

collaboration and action. CGI has 
facilitated more than 4,000 Com-
mitments to Action, mobilizing 
billions of dollars in resources and 
making a difference in the lives of 
more than 500 million people in 
over 180 countries.

“ The CGI community  has 
shown that we all have the po-
tential to make a difference on the 
biggest global challenges — if we 
cooperate and work with a com-
mitment to action,” said Presi-
dent Clinton. “At CGI 2024 we’ll 
be recognizing ‘What’s Working,’ 
and looking at the most promis-
ing solutions to these challenges, 
the best ways to bring these ideas 
to scale, and the speed with which 
we can get them to work.”

CGI’s innovative approach 
has revolutionized philanthropy 
by focusing on five key areas: 
Climate Resilience: Strengthen-
ing communities against global 
climate change; Economic Inclu-
sion: Securing economic stability 
for individuals and communi-
ties; Health Equity: Promoting 
equitable access to healthcare; 
Humanitarian Response: Provid-
ing resources for crisis response 
and recovery; Women and Girls’ 
Equality: Advancing health, eco-
nomic power, education, and 
rights for women and girls.

The CGI community includes 
organizations across government, 
business, and civil society; estab-
lished and emerging leaders; activ-

ists and advocates; and community 
workers and doers on the front 
lines of our most pressing global 
challenges. Initial participants in 
CGI 2024 include Mo Abudu, CEO, 
EbonyLife Group; Noubar Afeyan, 
Founder and CEO, Flagship Pio-
neering; Co-Founder and Chair-
man, Moderna; President Mo-
hamed Irfaan Ali of Guyana; José 
Andrés, Founder and Chief Feed-
ing Officer, World Central Kitchen; 
Albert Bourla, CEO, Pfizer; Jesper 
Brodin, CEO, INGKA Holding; 
Aliko Dangote, President/Chief 
Executive, Dangote Industries 
Limited; Richard Dickson, Presi-
dent & CEO, Gap Inc.; Catherine 
Coleman Flowers, Founder, Center 
for Rural Enterprise and Environ-

mental Justice; Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, Director-General, 
World Health Organization; Ro-
lando Gonzalez-Bunster, Founder, 
President, and CEO, InterEnergy; 
Jane Goodall, Primatologist and 
Anthropologist, Jane Goodall In-
stitute; Michelle Lujan Grisham, 
Governor, New Mexico; David 
Holt, Mayor, Oklahoma City; Peter 
Laugharn, CEO, Hilton Founda-
tion; Frankie Miranda, President 
and CEO, Hispanic Federation; 
Reema Nanavaty, Director, Self-
Employed Women’s Association 
(SEWA); Michelle Nunn, CEO, 
Care; President Vjosa Osmani of 
Kosovo; Bill Ready, CEO, Pin-
terest; Michael S. Regan, Ad-
ministrator, U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency; Maria Ressa, 
Co-Founder and CEO, Rappler; 
Shonda Rhimes, Founder, Shonda-
land; John-Arne Røttingen, CEO, 
Wellcome; La June Montgomery 
Tabron, President and CEO, W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation; Madison Tev-
lin, Actor and Activist; Hamdi Ulu-
kaya, CEO and Founder, Chobani, 
and Founder, Tent Partnership for 
Refugees; Emma Walmsley, CEO, 
GSK; and more.

As in past years, CGI is expect-
ing about a hundred Indian par-
ticipants from USA and India to 
participate.

POLITICS
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ABUSE SUPPORT 

FOR APPOINTMENTS CALL
562-402-4132

17100 PIONEER BLVD, STE
320, ARTESIA, CA 90701 

INFO@SAHARACARES.ORG
WWW.SAHARACARES.ORG

TOLL FREE HELPLINE
1.888.SAHARA2
(1.888.724.2722

SSI, MEDI-CAL, MEDICARE, DISABILITY,
ACCESS AND IN-HOME SUPPORT SERVICES. 
WORKSHOPS AND TRAININGS 
HEALTHY AGING PROGRAMS 
CITIZENSHIP & IMMIGRATION 
CASE MANAGEMENT 
\MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELING
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
RESOURCES AND LEGAL REFERRALS 

SAHARA IS A NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION THAT SERVES

SURVIVORS OF ALL FORMS OF ABUSE
WITHIN THE SOUTH ASIAN COMMUNITY

IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WITH
CULTURALLY SENSITIVE AND

LINGUISTICALLY SPECIFIC SERVICES. 

MORE SERVICES 

COMMUNITY RESOURCES

PUBLIC BENEFITS

This Publication was supported by funding awarded by CA VOCA XE23 01 1316 through the California Governor's Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) 

The opinions, findings, and conclusions in this publication are those of the author and not necessarily those of Cal OES. Cal OES reserves a royalty-free, nonexclusive, and irrevocable license to reproduce,
publish, and use these materials as well as the authorization to allow others to do so. 

CITIZENSHIP
APPLICATIONS

FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL
SERVICES

E L D E R  C A R E

Project SEWA 
South-Asian Elder Wellness Assistance 

We speak multiple South-Asian
languages including 

Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi, Gujrati, 
Telegu, and Tamil.

In a 2017 interview with NBC 
News, Usha recounted how they 
met, saying, “We were friends, and 
I liked that he was very diligent. He 
would show up at 9 a.m. appoint-
ments that I would set up for us to 
start working on the brief togeth-
er.” JD Vance praised Usha for her 
unwavering faith and commitment 
to her beliefs, stating, “The thing 
that I remember most about Usha 
is just how completely forward and 
comfortable with herself she was. 
She is so defensive about the things 
that she really cared about.”

In an interview with Fox News, 
JD Vance explained how his Indi-
an-origin wife’s Hindu faith had 
been instrumental in helping him 
navigate challenges and reconcile 
his Catholic beliefs. He revealed 
that he was raised Christian but 
never baptized until 2018. “Usha 
was actually raised non-Christian. 
But I remember when I started to 
re-engage with my faith, Usha was 
very supportive,” Vance said.

Usha has made rare appearances 
alongside her husband during his 
campaign for the Ohio Senate elec-
tion in 2022.

Contd. from P1

Contd. from P1

Contd. from P1

Meet Usha Chilukuri Vance

“Wish him speedy recovery. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with the 
family of the deceased, those in-
jured and the American people,” 
the Prime Minister added.

“The Secret Service has imple-
mented protective measures, and the 

former President is safe,” said Antho-
ny Guglielmi, the Chief of Commu-
nications for the Secret Service, in a 
statement. The former US President 
is “fine and is being checked out at a 
local medical facility,” Trump Com-
munications Director Steven Cheung 
said in a statement.

No Violence: Modi can, South Asian, and Hindu to 
be elected to the Virginia General 
Assembly in 2019 and the Virginia 
State Senate in 2023, is now poised 
to make history from the state in 
the general elections in November. 
He will face off Mike Clancy who 
won the Republican ticket beating 
India-born Manga Anantatmula, a 
government contractor.

Subramanyam is running for the 
seat currently held by Democrat 
Congresswoman Jennifer Wexton, 
who announced last year she would 
not seek re-election because of ill 
health. She endorsed Subramanyam 
in the primary. As Subramanyam 
aims to extend his public service to 
the national stage from what is seen 
as a safely blue one, he is likely to 
focus on his legislative experience 

and his commitment to progressive 
values, as he seeks to build on the 
support he received in the primary.

Born in Houston to physician 
parents who migrated from Ben-
galuru, Subramanyam has a dis-
tinguished background in public 
service and policy. In 2015, he 
was appointed by then-President 
Barack Obama as a White House 
technology policy advisor.

Subramanyam Likely To Be Next Congressman

Kamala Harris Congratulates JD Vance 
MILWAUKEE, WI (ANI) – Vice 

President Kamala Harris left a 
congratulatory voicemail to GOP 
Ohio Senator JD Vance on July 16 
after he was announced as the Re-
publican vice presidential pick on 
Truth Social by former President 
Donald Trump.

In her message, Harris expressed 
her congratulations and said that 
“she hoped to see [Vance] at the 
CBS News debate,” a Biden-Harris 

campaign official said.
While the Biden cam-

paign has agreed to a vice 
presidential debate hosted 
by CBS News, the Trump 
camp has been advocating 
for a Fox News debate in-
stead. CNN reported that 
Ms Harris “welcomed 
him to the race,” and 
congratulated Mr Vance 
on his selection.

Ramaswamy Says He Is Friend Of Vance & Wife Usha
MILWAUKEE, WI – In a sig-

nificant development for the 2024 
presidential race, JD Vance has 
been selected as Donald Trump’s 
vice presidential candidate. The 
announcement has garnered en-
thusiastic support from Vance’s 
former law school classmate and 
fellow Ohioan, Vivek Ramaswamy.

Ramaswamy, who had to with-
draw from the Republican presi-
dential race after a fourth-place 
finish in the Iowa caucuses, ex-

pressed his excitement on social 
media. “So proud of my friend, 
classmate, and fellow southwest 
Ohioan today. We used to watch 
Bengals games at the bar in law 
school. It’s awesome we’re now 
here a decade later with JD joining 
the strongest presidential ticket in 
our lifetime,” Ramaswamy wrote. 
He added, “He’ll be an outstanding 
Vice President and I look forward 
to everything ahead for him and for 
our country.”In addition to their 

political ties, Ramaswamy revealed 
that Vance’s wife, Usha, is also a 
family friend and was a classmate 
during their law school days. The 
personal connections between the 
families extend further, as Vance 
is a father of three children, one of 
whom is named Vivek.

Ramaswamy too had been seen 
as being in the running for the 
veep slot on the Trump ticket and 
has been frequenting Trump’s 
orbit in Florida.
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www.dental2000.com

Call to book your 
FREE Consult Now!

In House CT Scan Available

714-478-2868 Se Habla Espanol

Trust in American 
implants, don’t be 

fooled with overseas 
knock off. Proven with 
20 years of success.

SINGLE
IMPLANT $999*

INCLUDES IMPLANT, ABUTMENT AND CROWN
*Expires 8/15/2024. Cannot be combined with insurance Fees. New Patients only.
Excludes extraction, bonegraft, etc. Cannot be Combined with other coupons.

 starting at
HEALTHCARE FINANCING FOR YOUR PRICELESS SMILE.

BOTOX FOR TMJ & 
FACIAL PAIN

$10*

Exp. 8/15/2024

Per Unit

1 FREE EXTRACTION
with Implant Surgery

(Minimum 2 Implants)
*Expires 8/15/2024. Cannot be combined with insurance 
Fees. New Patients only. Excludes extraction, bonegraft, 
etc. Cannot be Combined with other coupons.

IRVINE:
39 Creek Rd, STE 210

LAGUNA NIGUEL:
30012 Crown Valley Pkwy, STE B
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(562) 923-6060 • www.ameqme.com

Open 7 days a week, 9am - 9pm

WALK-INS WELCOME
WAIT-TIME IS 15 MINUTES!

AME Medical Group, Inc. 
Est. 1997

433 W. 4th Street, Ste. 100
Montebello, CA 90640.

15141 Whittier Blvd., Ste. 120
Whittier, CA 90603

12472 Washington Blvd.,
Whittier, CA 90602

741 S Orange Ave., 
West Covina, CA 91790

29525 Canwood St., Ste. 200
Agoura Hills, CA 91301

@amemedicalgroup amemedical

11938 Paramount Blvd.,  
Downey, CA 90242

8500 Florence Ave., Suite 101
Downey, CA 90240

2621 S. Bristol Ave. Suite 105, 
Santa Ana, CA 92807

14359 Pioneer Blvd. Suite A
Norwalk, CA 90650

3625 M. L. K. Jr Blvd,  Unit 8 
Lynwood, CA 90262

3300 South Street, Suite 209
Long Beach, CA 90805

Rapid Antigen Testing
Results in 15 minutes  
No Insurance needed. 

Just $50

27

We Welcome 
     

Patients

NOW HIRING
Part Time Physicians

Requirements: 
Active Medical License 
and DEA in California. 

Contact: 
HR (562) 923-6060 

or email
amemedical@gmail.com

OVER 45 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE * 
90% PLUS SUCCESS

“Professionalism, Reliability, and Results in our Motto”

DIVORCE/
NULLIFICATION OF MARRIAGE

– Even without the concent of the other party
– For those who are illegally staying in the U.S.

TEL: (213) 386-7148
1-888-505-9120

Fax: 213-386-1576

If you want results, contact us:

Law Offices of  HARESH JAMBUSARIA, INC.
IMMIGRATION SPECIALIST
H1-B & LABOR CERTIFICATION SPECIALIST

The quota under employment category is moving fast for aliens born 
in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, England, U.K. and Canada etc.

It is possible to precess and get Green Card on the 
employment skilled worker category or professional 

position within 1 year and half  years to 2 years.

• Relative Petition
• Fiance´(e) Visa
• “K” Visa
• Student Visa
• Citizenship
• Deportation

• Consular Processing
• H-1B Visa
• Intracompany Transferee
• Treaty Trader/Investor
• 9th Circuit Litigation

MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE (LEGAL FEE) 
FOR LABOR 
CERTIFICATION (PERM)

6404 Wilshire Blvd., 
Suite 845, 

Los Angeles, CA 90048
Email: hareshlaw@yahoo.com

www.hareshlaw.com
HARESH JAMBUSARIA
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INDIA S W E ET S
& SPICESSince 1984

International Grocery Store

567 S. Fairfax Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90036
(323) 424-4556 | info@indiabh.com

Hours: Mon-Sun 9 am - 8 pm

International Grocery Store & Vegan/Veg Restaurant

3126 Los Feliz Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90039
(323) 345-0360  | info@indiala.com

Hours: Mon-Sun 10 am - 9 pm

AMUL
GHEE
(1 LTR)

$14.99 HEINZ BAKED 
BEANS 
(24 PACK)

 $49.99

TATA AGNI TEA 

1 KG... $6.99
500 GMS. $3.99

GINGELLY OIL  (5 LTRS)  $24.99
(AVANI/SWETHA)

KHAKHRA

1 PACKET FOR 

99 Cents

NANAK 

MAKHANI  
$1.99

HEAVY DUTY DOSA TAWA
AND ROTI TAWA IN STOCK

SOAN PAPDI  
(HALDIRAM - NAGPUR)  

500 GMS  $4.99  
250 GMS $2.99

PESI GUR

(22 LBS)  $35

RUBENA UK

(1 LTR)    $7.99

JIVA ORGANIC ATTA 

ALL SOUTH 
INDIAN RICE

ROYAL SELLA 
BASMATI RICE

VADILAL 
BASMATI RICE

BITA BASMATI 
RICE 

INDUS VALLEY 
BASMATI RICE

AHJOMAN 
BASMATI RICE

ANMOL KARNAL 
BASMATI RICE

(20 LBS)   

$24.99

(10 LBS)   

$11.99

(20 LBS)

$24.99

(10 LBS)

$14.99

GYAN ATTA
MULTIGRAIN

(20 LBS)  $22.99

HONEY GINGER TEA
ROASTED CHANA  
(DHAANKEY)
SOYA WADI
FALOODA MIX
TATA READY TO EAT
ASHOKA READY TO EAT
YING YANG NOODLES
NESCAFE UK (100 GMS)
VADILAL MATKA ICE 
CREAM
LONDON BISCUIT
LYCHEE JUICE

NOW Hot Food Available at the Fairfax Location

Shop Indian products online at www.indiashop.us

(10 LBS)

$9.99
(10 LBS)

$9.99
(20 LBS)

$22.99

$11.99(10 LBS)

(10 LBS)

$9.99
KIA 
CTC 
TEA 

 (2 LBS)

$5.99

MTR 
BADAM DRINKS

COCONUT MILK

UK BAKED 
BEANS CASA

SALE from July 15, 2024 to August 15, 2024

VEGETABLE 
GHEE   (2 KGS)    

$11.99

PARLIAMENT 
DESI GHEE
(1 LTR)  $14.99

CHANDNI CHOWK 
BASMATI RICE  
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INDO-AMERICA

Call for the best rate and terms TODAY!
Tel: (562) 916-7878   •  Cell: [562] 972-5083

562-916-7878

Loans made or arranged pursuant to California Finance Lender Law. 

INVESTORS - No Income Doc Loans Available
Builder purchase – Lock rate up to 180 days 
in advance
Get Lender approval before making an offer 
and be ahead of competition
No income documents for purchases available
Short of funds for down payment? 
100% gift for down payment is allowed
Get qualified at no cost to know how 
much you can afford
We are direct lender with 35 plus years’ 
experience and over 9,000 clients served
Please call us for all your questions 
regarding Real Estate Financing!

AJ (AJIT) DUDHEKER, MBA  
PLATINUM WEST FUNDING, 
DIRECT LENDER

35 YEARS IN BUSINESS
 
SERVED OVER 
9,000 CLIENTS

ARRANGED HOME LOANS FOR 
MANY NEPALESE FRIENDS 

VERY CREATIVE IN SOLVING LOAN 
QUALIFYING PROBLEMS

FREE LOAN PRE-APPROVAL AND 
CREDIT SCORE IMPROVEMENT

NO INCOME VERIFICATION LOANS 
AVAILABLE

PRIVATE LOANS AVAILABLE

CALL FOR ALL YOUR FINANCING NEEDS!

17100 Norwalk Blvd., #112, Cerritos, CA 90703
aj@platinumwestfunding.com 
NMLS # 356134, 357611 • MORTGAGE BROKER

Nikhil Gupta Produced 
Before Trial Judge In 

Preliminary Procedure
NEW YORK, NY (IANS) – 

Nikhil Gupta, the Indian national 
accused in an alleged murder-
for-hire plot, has appeared for 
the first time before the trial 
judge as lawyers laid out the 
preliminary steps.

Federal Senior Judge Victor 
Marrero set the next court date 
for September 13 during the 
brief hearing on June 28 at which 
he ordered the prosecution to 
share the evidence it had with 
the defense.

At the September court date 
by which the defense would have 
had an opportunity to go through 
the government evidence to 

prepare its case, further trial 
proceedings will be determined.

Wearing a khaki shirt and 
pants, Gupta was escorted in 
by US Marshals and sat at the 
defense table where he conferred 
with his lawyer Jeffrey Chabrowe 
before the proceedings began.

He was produced on June 17 
before Magistrate Judge James 
Cott,  who ordered him held 
without bail.

One of the prosecutors in the 
case, Assistant District Attorney 
Camille Latoya Fletcher, out-
lined to the trial judge the gov-
ernment’s case against Gupta.

She reiterated the allegations 

that he participated in a plot with an Indian govern-
ment employee against a US citizen of Indian origin, 
both of whom she did not identify.

The alleged intended victim is reported to be Gur-
patwant Singh Pannun, a lawyer with US and Cana-
dian citizenships, who lives in New York and leads 
the ‘Sikhs for Justice’ group which is the hub for the 
campaigns for Khalistan.

The Indian government has designated Pannun a 
terrorist.

Fletcher said that Gupta negotiated with a person 
he thought was a “hitman”, $100,000 as the price for 
the alleged assassination plot and arranged to give 
him an advance of $15,000 and the details to identify 
the alleged intended victim.

But the person he thought was a “hitman” was, in 
fact, a secret undercover agent, she said.

She added that the government evidence included 
the phone seized from Gupta, which had his interac-
tions with the Indian government employee.

There were also electronic communications that 
had been seized as well as material from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the Drug Enforce-
ment Agency, she said.

In addition, there were videos and audios of Gupta’s 
interactions with the “hitman”, she added.

Chabrowe requested an order of protection for 
Gupta but did not ask for bail.

Marrero said that there would be an exclusion to the 
legal provisions for a speedy trial to allow the defense 
adequate time to prepare for the case.

That is routine as also his reiteration of the duties of 
the prosecution under US law to share all evidence and 
information it has with the defense, including those that 
can help the defense, and the penalties for not doing so.

The courtroom was packed with Sikhs, most of them 
white-bearded older men, while across the street from 
the courthouse, a group of Khalistanis held a protest 
holding their yellow flags.

Marrero, 82, holds the senior judge position that 
allows older judges to continue with a lower-case load.

Marrero has a broad international perspective as he 
did stints as a diplomat before becoming a judge working 
as the US Ambassador to the Organization of American 
States and as one of the envoys to the United Nations.

A major verdict Marrero delivered concerned the 
Patriot Act, the post-9/11 anti-terrorism legislation.

His 2015 ruling limited the level of secrecy in the 
FBI’s surveillance operation.

More recently in 2019 and 2020, Marrero ruled 
against former US President Donald Trump’s appeals 
to block a demand by former local New York prosecu-
tor Cyrus Vance to his accountants for his tax records.

The Supreme Court upheld the ruling when Trump 
made a further appeal.
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Natraj serves the ultimate in South 
Asian cuisine for weddings and 
special events.  Featuring our 
experienced and talented culinary 
team, and offering impeccable and 
unrivaled service, distinguishes us 
as the premier Indian caterer.

Our professional catering staff 
will create menus to exceed 
your expectations and ensure a 
memorable celebration for you and 
your guests.  Outstanding quality 
and exceptional value complete 
a perfect occasion.

            Catering
Natraj

23 Musick, Irvine 949/632-2778
www.natrajusa.com   email: vijay@natrajusa.com
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Terrorist Tahawwur Rana Is Extraditable To India: US Attorney
WA S H I N G T O N ,  D C 

(ANI) – Convicted ter-
rorist Tahawwur Rana 
from Chicago is seeking 
immediate release from 
prison and is fighting an 
extradition request from 
India.

According to US Court 
of Appeals records, as-
sistant US attorney and 
Criminal Appeals chief 
Bram Alden argued Rana 
is extraditable, under the 
provisions of the US-In-
dia extradition treaty and 
stressed that the US lower 
courts that have already cleared 
Rana’s extradition to India are 
absolutely right.

“Lower courts here got it right. 
Rana is extraditable to India 
under the plain provisions of the 
treaty and India has established 
probable cause to prosecute him 
for his role in terrorist attacks 
that resulted in 166 deaths and 
239 injuries,” Alden said in his 
opening argument.

Less than a year after the 26/11 
Mumbai terror attacks, the FBI 
in Chicago arrested Rana. The 
accused terrorist was operating a 
travel agency in Chicago 15 years 
ago, when he and his friend David 
Coleman Headley, scouted Mum-

provided mate-
rial support to 
t h e  Pa k i s t a n i 
t e r r o r  g r o u p 
that carried out the attack.

“Rana said that he was in-
formed about what was going on 
by one of their co-conspirators in 
Pakistan and his praise for what 
was carried out in a gruesome 
terrorist attack that killed 166 
people injured 239 more and cost 
India USD 1.5 million,” Alden 
informed the judges.

The US attorney also reminded 
the court how the ‘Mumbai Mas-
sacre’, known as India’s 9/11 was 
a several-day siege of Mumbai by 
terrorists from Pakistan.

bai locations and landing zones 
to carry out the attack.

According to investigators, 
Pakistani terrorists who carried 
out the deadly attack worked off 
a blueprint that Rana had a hand 
in producing. Rana and Headley 
both are charged with aiding the 
terror plot. Headley cooperated 
with investigators, while Rana 
fought it and lost.

After serving a 14-year prison 
sentence, Terrorist Tahawwur 
Rana was about to be freed 
from a US prison when India 
requested his extradition.

Alden stressed in his argu-
ment that there is documentary 
evidence that supports that Rana 

“The terrorists attacked sever-
al bars, restaurants, the Chabad 
House, there were other targets 
in India that they were attacking 
in Mumbai. It was their (India’s) 
911. It was a devastating attack 
over the course of multiple days. 
That resulted as I have said in 
166 deaths including six Ameri-
cans, that is why India wants to 
prosecute this case, and under 
the extradition treaty and has 
every right to do so,” Alden 
strongly asserted.

Last month, according to the 

court records, Rana’s attorney 
argued why he shouldn’t be sent 
to India and face the judicial sys-
tem for the Mumbai Massacre.

Rana’s defense has alleged dou-
ble jeopardy or being tried twice 
for the same crime, which is barred 
by the US Constitution, as well as 
the near certainty of Rana’s death 
while in foreign custody.

Rana’s lawyers are making the 
best arguments they can for why 
he shouldn’t be extradited. Rana 
remains in custody, assigned to 
a federal prison in Los Angeles.

INDO-AMERICA
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Medicare Health Insurance Made Clear
PRESENTATION AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST AT

RACHNA - HARESH SHAH
6503 Pepperdine Drive, Buena Park, CA 9062 • (714) 595-5010

• Medicare Health Insurance, Your Benefits & Options
• Description of Medicare Supplement Insurance and Medicare Advantage plans, and their pros & cons
• Presentation of Medicare Advantage Plans and enrollment assistance
• Individual guidance on enrollment in Medicare Supplement Insurance and Prescription Drug Plans

ADMISSION IS FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
TO RSVP CALL HARESH SHAH, a licensed agent, at (714) 595-5010 or

send an email to: hareshshah2000@yahoo.com with your name(s) and program location.

The Speakers: Haresh Shah, CA License: 0H40917
   Rachna Shah, CA License: 0K36850
- A deep understanding of Medicare from five years in healthcare industry.

- An independent insurance sales agent, representing:
- Medicare Advantage Plans - Medicare Supplement Insurance

- Prescription Drug Plans

Dedicated to helping people choose the health plan
that best meets their healthcare needs & budget

Haresh Shah is not connected with the Federal Medicare program.

INDUS-X Summit In Silicon 
Valley In Sept.: Pentagon

WASHINGTON, DC (ANI) – 
Pentagon Press Secretary Pat 
Ryder announced that the third 
INDUS-X summit will take place 
in Silicon Valley this September. 
A press release from the US De-
partment of Defense highlighted 
INDUS-X’s role in advancing the 
commitment to building a defense 
( Pentagon) innovation bridge 
under the initiative on Critical 
and Emerging Technology (iCET). 
Since its inception, INDUS-X 
has fostered strong private sec-
tor cooperation between the US 
and India, creating partnerships 
among defense technology firms, 
investors, and researchers.

The US Department of Defense 

also mentioned that the upcom-
ing summit in Silicon Valley, co-
hosted by the US India Strategic 
Partnership Forum (USISPF) and 
Stanford University, will focus 
on harnessing private capital for 
defense innovation.

INDO-AMERICA
Bridge Disaster Indian Crew: 8 Fly Back Home, 

Others To Wait Till Investigation Done
BALTIMORE, DE (ANI) – Three 

months after the MV Dali cargo ship 
lost power and crashed 
into a Bridge Disaster 
in Baltimore, eight crew 
members have left for In-
dia, with only a handful 
remaining on board.

Since March 26, the 
984-foot ship had 20 In-
dians and one Sri Lankan 
crew member on board when it 
lost propulsion, veered off course, 
and destroyed the Francis Scott 
Key Bridge in Baltimore. Six con-
struction workers on the bridge 
were killed in the incident, which 
is under investigation by the FBI 
and the National Transportation 
Safety Board.

The city of Baltimore filed a mo-
tion to keep the crew members in 

the country, but on June 20, a judge 
approved a deal allowing eight 
Indians to fly home. These crew 
members, who are not officers, 
include a cook, a fitter, an oiler, and 
several seamen. The deal ensures 
they will be available for lawsuit-
related interviews.The remaining 
crew members, including all the 

ship’s officers, must stay until 
they resolve the litigation, which 

could take more than a year. 
A source familiar with the 
developments says that the 
ship will tentatively depart for 
Norfolk, Virginia, on the eve-
ning of June 28. The source 
also confirmed that they have 
moved the 13 crew members, 
mostly Indians, who will stay 

in the US indefinitely, to serviced 
apartments in Baltimore.

Investigators are continuing to 
determine responsibility for the 
Bridge disaster, though they have 
not charged any crew members. 
The mayor of Baltimore has an-
nounced legal action to “hold the 
wrongdoers responsible.”

NEW DELHI, (IANS) – In a bid 
to democratize space, US-based 
Space Exploration and Research 
Agency (SERA) and Blue Origin 
on July 1 announced India as a 
partner nation in their human 
spaceflight program.

SERA will offer citizens from 
India a seat on Blue Origin’s future 
mission of reusable rocket New 
Shepard on an 11-minute journey 
past the Karman line (100 km), the 
internationally recognized bound-

ary of space. Indian citizens will be 
part of the six seats that together 
SERA and Blue Origin aim to offer to 
people from countries that have sent 
few or no citizen astronauts to space.

The astronauts will experience 
several minutes of weightlessness 
before making a controlled descent 
back to the landing pad.

“We’re excited to have India 
as part of our human spaceflight 
program,” said Joshua Skurla, 
Co-Founder, of SERA.

While lauding India for “becom-
ing the first country to reach the 
Moon’s South Pole”, he said the 
company aims “to make space ac-
cessible for everyone and is happy to 
offer this unique opportunity to an 
Indian citizen who wants to experi-
ence the wonders of space travel.”

Any Indian citizen can register 
for the program by paying a fee 
to cover the costs of verification 
checks that ensure safe and fair 
voting. The final candidates will be 

voted for by the public — based on 
their story which they can promote 
via their mission profile pages, 
social media, and other resources 
— for an opportunity to fly to space 
onboard the New Shepard mission.

The potential astronauts will 
be required to meet Blue Origin‘s 
physical requirements.

The final crew of six will arrive 
three days before the flight for 
training at Blue Origin’s launch 
site in West Texas.

Indian Citizens Can Be Part Of SERA, Blue Origin Astronaut Program
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BUY AT 3.625% 
30 Year Fixed 

2-1 BUYDOWN PROGRAM

WE WILL PAY FOR 
YOUR APPRAISAL!

CALL TODAY

1-800-991-4162
No Tax Return Loans available for 

Self Employed Buyers

nkohli@rapidcapitalinc.com

BUY A HOME WITH 5% DOWN • NO MORTGAGE INSURANCE

Apply online at www.rapidcapitalinc.com

1 Park Plaza, Suite 600, Irvine, CA 92614
www.rapidcapitalinc.com

NMLS #902784  •  California BRE# 01819194

* 2-1 Buydown scenario assumes 740+ FICO,  800K Purchase price, 80% LTV,  Seller concession of $13,562)

Navin Kohli
CEO / President

ENTERTAINMENT

‘Girls Will Be Girls’ Wins Top Honor At LA Film Fest
India-West Staff Reporter

LOS ANGELES, CA – The 22nd 
Indian Film Festival of Los Angeles 
(IFFLA) announced the winners 
of its annual jury and audience 
awards for 2024 at a closing night 

gala held at the Writers Guild 
Theater on June 30. The LA Film 
Fest celebrated a diverse lineup of 
films, featuring stories from India, 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, 
Pakistan, and the United States.

Shuchi Talati’s coming-of-age 

drama, “Girls Will Be Girls,” 
clinched the Grand Jury Prize for 
Best Feature. The film, which had 
previously won the World Cinema 
Dramatic Audience Award at Sun-
dance and was acquired for North 
American distribution by Juno 

Films, was lauded by the jury for 
its nuanced portrayal of coming-
of-age themes. The jury noted that 
the film elegantly weaves together 
personal desires and societal ex-
pectations, making it a universal 
story that resonates deeply.

“Dear Jassi” received the Feature 
Jury Honorable Mention. The jury 
described it as a fable of star-crossed 
lovers that sheds light on the darker 
aspects of society. They praised the 
film for its ability to entertain while 
also prompting viewers to reflect on 
social issues and drive change.

The Grand Jury Prize for Best 
Short went to “Last Days of 
Summer,” directed by Stenzin 
Tankongj. The jury unanimously 
selected this poignant film, set 
against the stunning backdrop 
of the Ladakh mountains, for its 
elegant storytelling and powerful 
performances. The film explores 
the existential threat posed by en-
vironmental issues, using wit and 
mystery to highlight humanity’s re-
lationship with the natural world.

Yuki Ellias’s “Lovely & Tip Top” 
received a Short Film Jury Honor-
able Mention for its exceptional 
storytelling and artistic merit.

The Audience Choice Awards, de-
termined by IFFLA attendees, were 
awarded to Lucy Walker’s feature 
documentary “Mountain Queen: 
The Summits of Lhakpa Sherpa” 
and the short film “Hema” by Ritvik 
Dhavale. Both films captivated audi-
ences with their compelling narra-

tives and emotional depth.
In addition to film screenings, 

the festival introduced the IFFLA 
Industry Day, held at the Land-
mark Theatre Sunset on June 28. 
This event provided a platform for 
filmmakers to engage with indus-
try leaders, gain insights, and par-
ticipate in meaningful discussions. 
Shuchi Dwivedi’s project “Friends 
and Fascism” won the Pitch Com-
petition held during Industry Day, 
with an Honorable Mention going 
to Sejal Pachisia’s “Empathico.”

IFFLA Executive Director 
Christina Marouda expressed her 
excitement about the festival’s 
growth, noting the new locations 
in the heart of Los Angeles and the 
record-breaking attendance. She 
highlighted the festival’s role “as 
a hub for South Asian filmmakers” 
and a “celebration of powerful sto-
rytelling and achievements within 
the vibrant community.”

The LA Film Fest, which took 
place from June 27 to June 30, 
featured a total of 21 films, in-
cluding narrative features, shorts, 
and documentaries. Highlights 
included the Los Angeles premiere 
of Nithilan Saminathan’s Tamil 
film “Maharaja,” starring Vijay 
Sethupathi and Anurag Kashyap, 
and other notable films such as 
Nikhil Nagesh Bhat’s “Kill,” Chris-
to Tomy’s “Undercurrent,” Shaun 
Seneviratne’s “Ben and Suzanne, 
A Reunion in 4 Parts,” and Leesa 
Gazi’s “A House Named Shahana.”

‘Heeramandi’ Star Meets 
‘Lifelong Idol’ Tom Cruise

LONDON, (ANI) – The Heeramandi 
breakout star Taaha Shah Badussha 
had a ‘pinch me’ moment when he re-
cently met Hollywood superstar Tom 
Cruise here. The 36-year-old actor, who 
visited a studio here, shared a photo 
and a video on Instagram with Cruise 
whom he described as his “lifelong 
idol”. “Pinch me! Just met my lifelong 
idol. The one and only Tom Cruise!” 
Badussha captioned his post in which 
he can be seen having a conversation 
with the Mission Impossible star.

Badussha was all smiles as Cruise hugged the actor in the video. 
Badussha shot to fame with his portrayal of a young, rebellious nawab 
called Tajdar Baloch in the Netflix period drama Heeramandi, which 
marked the web series debut of Sanjay Leela Bhansali.

IFFLA 2024 Winners frpm L: Kent Bassett, Shuchi Talati, Ritvik Dhavale, 
Rajshri Deshpande, Lucy Walker.
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17510 Pioneer Blvd. Ste. 204 Artesia, CA (90701)

CA Lic - 1080043
(562) 443-4040  |  info@buildrite.us  |  www.buildrite.us

BUILDRITE CONSTRUCTION

TURNKEY CONSTRUCTION SOLUTIONS
Buildrite is a one stop solution for all your Design and Construction requirements. We cater
to a variety of residential and commercial projects offering end to end turnkey solutions.

DESIGN BUILD PROCESS ADUs and JADUs

CUSTOM HOMESADDITIONS

Design Build is a construction process that provides owners 
with a single point of contact for both the design and 
construction phases of a project. Buildrite is a full-service 
design and build company offering following services.

We take off all the burden from your shoulders - just let us 
know your requirement and we will turn your vision into 
reality ensuring that your project is finished on time and 
within budget.

New California laws make it easier than ever to build an acces-
sory dwelling unit (ADU) on your property. Now CALFHA is 
offering a grant for up to $40,000 for building ADUs.

An ADU is a secondary housing unit on a single-family residen-
tial lot. It can be attached to the primary house like a convert-
ed garage, or unattached like a free-standing cottage. You 
can create an ADU/JADU from a new or existing structure.

Creating a custom home is a large undertaking and you want 
to make the process as simple and enjoyable as possible. 
Buildrite offers ground up construction either from an unde-
veloped parcel of land or by demolishing an existing struc-
ture and building a new one in its place. We can help you with 
the whole process from concept to completion.

With sky-rocketing property prices and rapidly increasing 
demand for residential space it makes more sense to maxi-
mize the covered area in your lot. Be it room additions on the 
ground floor or constructing a new second floor on your exist-
ing house our team can help realize your vision.

Additions can be complicated as we must ensure that both 
new construction and the old structures comply with code. 
We work closely with city planning and building to ensure 
that new additions comply with the local requirements.

Plus - Multifamily units, Apartments and various other Commercial Projects. 
Give us a call today to discuss your project.

• Conceptual design
• Estimation
• Architectural and structural design
• Approvals, Licenses and Permits
• Utility agencies approvals

• Material procurement
• Construction
• Inspections
• Final delivery

• Maximize lot utilization
• Improve your existing layouts
• Expand your first floor
• Add a second floor

• Conceptual design 
• Various architectural design styles 
• Latest Features and Technologies
• Plans and approvals
• Construction
• Code compliance & Inspections
• Final delivery and handover
• Warranty

• Independent residential unit up to 1200 sf
• Attached, Detached, Converted space
• Rental, Secondary unit, Granny unit, Office
• Various layouts – Studio, 1-, 2- and 3-bedroom units
• Maximize lot utilization
• JADUs up to 500 sf
• Raise your property’s value
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We offer the following services:
• Preparation of Individuals, Partnerships, Corporations and Fiduciaries income tax returns
•  Compilations, Reviews and Audits of financial statements
•  Audits of 401k and profit sharing plans
•  Audits of non-profit organizations financial statements
•  Preparation of personal financial statements
•  Preparation of non-profit organizations tax returns
•  Monthly, quarterly, or annual bookkeeping services
•  Tax planning and incorporations
•  Representation before income tax, sales tax and other regulatory tax authorities
•  Paperless attestation engagements

Venkat Bramharouthu, CPA
Member, AICPA

21860 S Burbank Blvd., Ste 110, Woodland Hills, CA 91367
818-468-8408 • www.sterlingtax.net • vbramha@sterlingtax.net

STERLING ACCOUNTING & TAX 
SERVICES INC.

We have experience servicing companies in various types of industries 
including: Manufacturing, Retail, Entertainment, Real Estate, Technology, Motels, 
Restaurants, Construction, Food Processing, Financing and Professional Services.

Quality Service at Economical Rates
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FOR LEASE

To Post Your  FREE
Matrimonial Ads 

Visit 

www.indiawest.com/
matrimonials

MOTEL HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED FOR SALE

Acharya
Santa Prasad Shastri

WE CAN HELP WITH

Pujas, Havans and Rituals
Horoscope reading
Palm & Face reading
Gemstones

Kaal Sarpa dosha

Mangal dosha

Marriage problems

Job problems

Business Problems

Financial Problems

Career Issues

Court Cases

Health Problems

Immigration/Green Card

Relationship issues

Marriage/Divorce

Career problems

Health issues

Family issues

Financial problems

Stress/Depression

18002 Devlin Ave Artesia, CA 90701info@himalayanvedicastrology.com

www.himalayanvedicastrology.com

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri is a renowned Himalayan Vedic Astrologer 
based in California. He started his Vedic astrological education at the age of 
8 and went through 19 years of rigorous education and training at Maharishi 
Vedic Gurukul, New Delhi, India. He has more than 40 years of experience in 
Vedic Astrology. He is also a Teacher of the transcendental meditation & 
yoga. He is a master of four vedas (Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda and 
Atharveda). He is a specialist for all kinds of Vedic Yagyas and Pujas. 

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri can solve all your problems through Vedic 
Astrology. Contact today for a free consultation.

Enlightenment with (TM) Transcendental Meditation

HIMALAYAN VEDIC ASTROLOGY

SPECIAL PUJAS FOR

S O L U T I O N S  F O R  A L L  Y O U R  P R O B L E M S

+1(310) 486-7608

70 Unit Motel In Hayward, CA
Seeking for an investment group 
or an Individual or a small family. 
Terms: 5-year lease with option 
to extend 5 more years; $300K 
Non-Refundable Goodwill Deposit. 
$30K + /month Rent. Serious 
Investors only! Please email your 
contact information to: 
usalease510@gmail.com

50 Unit Franchised Motel In 
Hayward, CA

Hello. We are looking an individual 
or group interested in leasing a 50 
Unit Franchised Motel in Hay-
ward, CA. Terms we are seeking: 5 
year lease with option to extend 5 
more years $300K Non Refundable 
Goodwill Deposit $25K/month 
Rent Only interested in serious 
parties. Please email your contact 
information to OaklandHotelFor-
Lease@gmail.com. Thank you!

IMMEDIATE OPENING FOR 
NIGHT AUDITOR/FRONT DESK 

JOB IN SACRAMENTO, CA.
A 60 unit an independent motel 
in Sacramento. Good English and 
basic computer skills required. Ac-
commodation provided. Call: (916) 
280-1473 or Email: 
Oasisinnsacramento@yahoo.com

Franchise Hotel Manager Wanted
Franchise Hotel Manager Wanted, 
3-5 Years of Hotel Franchise Brand 
Experience, with Choice, Best 
Western, Wyndham Brand expe-
rience, Hard Worker, Dedicated. 
Please email resume, must send 
resume. to: Imtheguy10@aol.com

Insurance Agent Positions Available
Financial firm is training agents to 
help clients with Savings, Retire-
ment and Insurance strategies. 
As independent contractors, ideal 
candidates should be self-driven, 
ambitious and have a desire to 
positively impact families through 
education. No experience required. 
Flexible schedules available. For 
inquiries, contact Frank: 714-331-
9466 or positions.fsc@gmail.com

Live-In Caregiver Needed In 
North Las Vegas, Nevada

Gujarati senior couple is seeking 
Gujarati vegetarian live-in-home 
female caregiver for elderly lady, 
75, in North Las Vegas, Nevada. 
Duties include assistance with 
bathroom activity, feeding and 
companionship, plus cooking veg-
etarian meals as per family prefer-
ence, and light housekeeping. Free 
food and rent, plus $x/mo. Text 
Suresh: 702-622-9396, or email: 
MLTIPURE1@GMAIL.COM

Nanny Services
We are looking for Nanny services 
in our home for a 20 Month old 
Baby. Nanny services would incude 
but not limited to Feeding, Shower-

Masala Bistro And Bar Indian 
Restaurant For Sale In Ashland 

Oregon,97520
Established business from 7 years. 
Lots of Potential. open from 4pm 
to 9 pm every day and do $525000 
business per year. There are poten-
tial opening in the Morning and 
generate extra $20000.00 revenue 
per month. Please reach out on the 
number below.
Contact: 661-416-8893

Gas+ Conv Store-- Shovel 
Ready-- Project For Sale

Gas+ conv store project Shovel 
ready-8 pumps-3000sf+ store area 
21000 traffic count- downtown city 
of Indio New College campus, New 
apartments nearby Choose your 
own franchiser + SBA OK 3 street 
corner location in great area. Can 
Help in finance. 
Email:  Saha108@ymail.com 
Text 626-616-6038

Motel + furnished apartment 
20 Rooms Motel plus 2 bedroom 
furnished apartment --Iowa state 
price $ 390,000 low taxes owner 
retiring leave text message on 516-
884-8675 or email sheikha44@
yahoo.com

ing, Changing, Wash/Fold Clothes, 
Cleaning Baby, etc. Light Cooking 
a Plus. Please contact me via Email 
for additional information. We are 
located near LAX Airport.
Email: ronil@77investments.com

House-Help Wanted
Gujarati family looking for a house 
helper ( Live-in or Live-out). Du-
ties would be cooking, kitchen 
cleaning, laundry, light housekeep-
ing and organizing.
Contact: 714-470-9250
megh12@gmail.com

Resident Front Desk And Motel 
Manager In Lake Tahoe, CA

Hiring Resident Front Desk and 
Motel Manager in beautiful South 
Lake Tahoe, CA. Position is located 
in resort town sorrounded by vaca-
tion properties. Ideal candidate 
Must have good English and com-
puter skills. Previous experience in 
motel industry highly desirable but 
not must. Will train new candidate. 
1 Bedroom apartment available. 
Ideal for a couple or small family. 
Immediate Start possible.
Contact: 530-318-8706
hotelintahoe@gmail.com

On-Site Housekeeping & Prop-
erty Supervisor. THIS IS NOT A 

FRONT DESK POSITION
This is a on-site housekeeping and 
laundry position. Couple Preferred. 
Some maintenance experience is a 
plus. Accommodations provided. 
Copy the link below and paste in 
web browser and review job de-
scription. Do not contact me if you 
want cash only, no work visa or have 
not read the job description.
https://docs.google.com/
document/d/13kxq7A8CaASA2p
s0D6NTkHZ0PfbvON6KJsv1uE-
FI034/edit?usp=sharing
Contact: 530-921-2038 
h.patel.ms@gmail.com
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