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CA Gets New Indian
Amencan Assembly Member

semblymember for California’s
76th Assembly District. The district
encompasses a diverse array of com-
munities, including Escondido, San
Marcos, and parts of San Diego, as
well as unincorporated areas such as
Rancho Santa Fe, Lake San Marcos,
and Harmony Grove.

“I am deeply honored to represent
the 76th District in the State Assem-
bly and eager to get to work for the
people I serve,” Patel said. “I take this
responsibility very seriously and am
determined to deliver results for the
residents who placed their trustin me.”

Patel declared victory in the com-
petitive race after maintaining a

Darshana R. Patel

decisive lead over Republican Kristie
Bruce-Lane. She captured 53% of the

India-West Staff Reporter

SACRAMENTO, CA — Democrat Dr.
Darshana R. Patel officially took the oath
of office as the newly elected State As-

vote, a seven-point margin, with Bruce-Lane
trailing by nearly 14,000 votes. Despite the
district’s increasing Republican influence
following a 2021 redistricting, Patel out-

Contd. on P14

Mehtab Sandhu Appointed
Judge To OC Superior Court

India-West Staff Reporter

SACRAMENTO, CA - California
Governor Gavin Newsom has appointed
Mehtab Sandhu as a Judge in the Orange
County Superior Court, part of a larger
announcement on December 13 that in-
cluded 11 Superior Court appointments
across California.

Sandhu brings extensive legal experi-
ence to the bench. Since 2022, he has
served as an Assistant City Attorney in
the City of Anaheim City Attorney’s Office,
following a stint as a Community Prosecu-
tor in the same office. From 2012 to 2021,
Sandhu was a Deputy District Attorney in
San Bernardino County, where he gained
significant prosecutorial expertise. Ear-
lier in his career, he was an associate at
Bernstein, Litowitz, Berger & Grossman.

Sandhu earned his Juris Doctor from
the University of San Diego School of
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Mehtab Sandhu

Ustad Zak1r Hussaln Lald To Rest In CA

SAN FRANCISCO, CA — Renowned tabla
maestro Ustad Zakir Hussain, who passed
away at 73 on December 15, was laid to rest
on December 19 at Fernwood Cemetery,
Mill Valley.

Drummer Anandan Sivamani and other
musicians paid a heartfelt musical tribute
during the last rites. The Consul General
of India in San Francisco, K. Srikar Reddy,
draped Zakir Hussain’s mortal remains
with the Indian national flag and shared
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s condo-
lence message.

Approximately 300 people, including
family, friends, musicians, and members of
the Indian diaspora, attended the ceremony.

The cause of death was confirmed as id-
iopathic pulmonary fibrosis, a chronic lung
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Anandan Sivamani and musicians pay homage to the tabla maestro.
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disease. Zakir Hussain had been receiving
treatment in a San Francisco hospital’s
ICU for heart-related complications over
the past two weeks.

Born on March 9, 1951, in Mumbai, Zakir
Hussain was the son of tabla legend Ustad
Alla Rakha. He demonstrated extraordi-
nary talent from a young age, performing
with India’s greatest classical musicians
as a teenager.

His illustrious career included collabo-
rations with icons like Pandit Ravi Shankar
and Ustad Vilayat Khan and founding fu-
sion bands such as Shakti with guitarist
John McLaughlin and Planet Drum with
Mickey Hart of the Grateful Dead. His

work on the Planet Drum album earned
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India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC - The allure
of the United States continues to
draw Indians in significant num-
bers, solidifying their place as one
of the largest groups contributing
to U.S. naturalizations.

In Fiscal Year 2024, over
50,000 Indians became U.S.
citizens, making India the sec-
ond-largest contributor to natu-
ralizations after Mexico, which
led with 13.1 percent. India
accounted for 6.1 percent of all
new U.S. citizens, followed by
the Philippines (5.0 percent), the
Dominican Republic (4.9 per-
cent), and Vietnam (4.1 percent),
according to the United States
Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS).

Employment Pathways

Many Indians secure per-
manent residency through
employment-based preference
categories, a key factor in their
naturalization journey. The me-
dian time spent as a lawful per-
manent resident before natural-
izing varies by nationality, and
Indians, often pursuing advanced
careers, exemplify this trend.

Growing Footprint: Indians 2nd Largest
Group To Become US Citizens

PASSPORT

States

Several U.S. states and cities
with significant Indian American
populations emerged as key hubs
for naturalizations in FY 2024.
California, Texas, and New York led
the states, while cities like Houston,
Miami, and Los Angeles hosted
large naturalization ceremonies.

Gender

Women accounted for 55 percent
of all naturalized citizens this year,
with over 37 percent of new citizens
aged between 30 and 44. The me-
dian age of naturalized citizens was
42, with 17 percent under the age of
30. Many Indian families, including
seniors seeking family reunification,
have benefited from these pathways,
contributing to the community’s
multigenerational presence.

Fee Waivers

Recognizing economic chal-
lenges, USCIS granted fee waiv-
ers to 14.3 percent of naturalized
citizens in FY 2024. Older adults,
including many Indian seniors,
were among the key beneficiaries
of this provision, ensuring broad-
er accessibility to citizenship.

India-West News Desk

India has once again emerged
as the world’s largest recipient
of remittances, with a record-
breaking $129 billion flowing into
the country in 2024, according to
World Bank data. This significant
figure highlights the crucial role
of India’s vast diaspora and its in-
tegral contribution to the nation’s
economic framework.

The importance of remittances
in India’s economy is underscored
by the fact that this inflow far
exceeded the country’s Foreign Di-
rect Investment (FDI), which stood
at $62 billion as of the September
quarter and even surpassed India’s
defense budget by over $55 billion.

To put it in perspective, India’s
remittances are nearly equivalent
to the combined annual budgets of
neighboring nations, Pakistan ($67
billion) and Bangladesh ($68 billion).

Growth

India has seen a staggering 57
percent growth in remittance in-
flows over the past decade, totaling
$982 billion between 2014 and

2024. From receiving $70 billion
in 2014, the country has steadily
seen the numbers climb, crossing
the $100 billion mark in 2021, and
now achieving this all-time high.

Remarkably, even dur-
ing the global downturn
caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, India secured
$83 billion in remittanc-
es in 2020, highlighting
the resilience of the flow.

India’s $129 billion in
remittance inflows far
outpaced other coun-
tries. Mexico came in
second with $68 bil-
lion, followed by China
($48 billion), the Philip-
pines ($40 billion), and
Pakistan ($33 billion).
This positions India as
a global leader, reflect-
ing the strength and
resilience of the Indian
expatriate community in high-
income countries, particularly in
the United States.

The recovery of job markets,
especially in the U.S., has been a

critical factor in the surge. Foreign-
born workers in the U.S. saw em-
ployment levels rise by 11 percent
above pre-pandemic figures, driv-
ing strong remittance flows back
to India.

Impacton India’s Economy

Remittances have become a
lifeline for many Indian families,
contributing to poverty alleviation,
healthcare, education, and finan-
cial inclusion. These funds offer
financial stability and security, es-
pecially during times of economic
uncertainty. In fact, they continue
to be a vital source of foreign ex-
change for India, outpacing even
FDI in their significance.

“India’s diaspora continues to
be a cornerstone of the nation’s
economic resilience,” remarked a
World Bank economist, highlight-
ing how crucial these remittances
are to sustaining the country’s
growth and development.
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A we close out this year and look
orward to the next, we want to take a
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Ekal Gala Raises $3.5 Million
To Empower Tribal, Rural India|

India-West Staff Reporter

PALO ALTO, CA — The Ekal
Vidyalaya Foundation of USA
hosted a gala at the Four Seasons
Hotel in Palo Alto, raising $3.5 mil-
lion to support the development of
remote and rural villages in India.
The event, themed “Building a
Self-Reliant Rural and Tribal In-
dia,” featured influential speakers,
including H.R. McMaster, the 25th
U.S. National Security Advisor; Dr.
Arun Majumdar, Dean of Stanford
University’s Doerr School of Sus-

faced by India’s rural and tribal
communities. Subra Dravida,
President of Ekal USA, shared that
more than 100 million people in
tribal areas have minimal access
to resources, with 88,000 villages
lacking healthcare and facing se-
vere poverty and a digital divide.
He emphasized Ekal’s mission
to empower changemakers by
bringing literacy, healthcare, and
economic prosperity through over
80,000 one-teacher schools and
Integrated Village Development
(IVD) programs.

COMMUNITY

INDIA WEST

The keynote speakers com-
mended Ekal’s impact. Majum-
dar praised the organization
for its commitment to future
generations, while McMaster
emphasized the strength of the
India-U.S. relationship. Oberoi
described his support for Ekal
as a “karmic investment,” urg-
ing others to join.

Generous pledges came from
donors such as Radhi and Girish
Navani, Dr. Kavita Navani, and Dr.
Rajesh Dharampuriya, among oth-
ers. Young entrepreneur Aakash

Prasad increased his pledge, while
Bay Area donors Ken Bahl and
Kamlesh Shah doubled their con-
tributions. The event also featured

stories of Ekal’s impact, gourmet
dining by chef Gaurav Anand, and
entertainment by rapper Arun Sai-
gal and beatboxer Vinith Johnson.

tainability;
and Bolly-
wood star
and philan-
thropist Vi-
vek Oberoi.
The Bay
Area chap-
ter event,
led by
Ekal board
member
Mahesh
Navani, on
November
9 high-
lighted the
challenges

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL,
BUSINESS/INVESTMENT PROPERTIES &
1031 TAX DEFERRED EXCHANGE EXPERT

714-335-9048

Residential

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL
INTERIOR DESIGNER

« Triplex for Sale in Dana Point

« 4 BD 3 BA in Fullerton

« 6 Bd 4 Ba in Anaheim Hills

« 4 BD 3 BA townhome in West Los Angeles

« 4 Bd 4.5 Ba home in gated community in Riverside
« Huge Parcel of Land 530+ Acres Offering endless

opportunities to develop - FOR SALE

Commercial

« A fully approved 3/4 acre flat lot in Carmichael
A profitable Dry Cleaners for sale in Costa Mesa

USA graduate Interior Designer

Brings Your Dream Come True

+ A profitable beer, meat & Groceries business in Long Beach SERVICES AVAILABLE
« Six Units, 18 Units apartments for Sale in Downey. Jigar (JR) Shah, MBA - Total Remodeling with Designing &
« All Medical Retail Center in Gilbert, AZ (very Decent CAP rate) License# QTM6I18 Decorating

« Custom Furniture

» Mural painting and lighting

« Full line of landscaping including
Pool, Spa,Gazebo and BBQ.

» Hotel/Motel/Restaurant Remodeling
and decorating

Email: rjinteriors@yahoo.com
Cell: (714) 335-8240

Buyers looking for Manufacturing and
Non manufacturing companies.

Please call JR for information of
COVID 19 on Real Estate

WE would help you to examine your RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL real estate portfolio and

maximize your cashflow and appreciation including 1031 Tax deferred exchanges.
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California Student
Crowned Miss India USA

India-West News Desk

FORDS, NJ — Chennai-born
19-year-old Caitlin Sandra Neil,
was crowned Miss India USA
2024 at the annual pageant held
on December 15 in New Jersey.
Neil is a second-year Cognitive
Science student at the University
of California, Davis, with a focus
on computational science.

The pageant, held at Royal Albert’s
Palace in Fords, New Jersey, marked
the 42nd edition of the prestigious

PUJA TRAVELS

event, making it the
longest-running Indi-
an pageant outside of
India and is founded
by New York-based
Dharmatma and
Neelam Saran under
the Worldwide Pag-
eants banner.

The event saw 47
contestants from 25
states competing in
three categories.

The first and sec-
ond runner-up titles
in the Miss India
USA category were
awarded to Nirali
Desia from Illinois
and Manini Patel
from New Jersey, re-
spectively. In addition to the Miss
India USA competition, Sanskriti
Sharma of Illinois was crowned
Mrs. India USA, and Arshita Kath-
palia of Washington claimed the
title of Miss Teen India USA.

In the teen category, Dhriti Pa-
tel of Rhode Island and Sonali
Sharma also earned first and second
runner-up honors. Sapna Mishra of
Virginia and Chinmayee Ayachit of
Connecticut were named first and
second runner-up in the Mrs. India
USA competition.

INDIA WEST
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Racist Outburst Against Indian American On
Airlines Shuttle Sparks Outrage

India-West News Desk

LOS ANGELES, CA — A shocking
incident of racial abuse unfolded
on a United Airlines shuttle bus at
Los Angeles International Airport,
drawing widespread condemna-
tion online. Wedding photogra-
pher Pervez Taufiq captured the
exchange on video, documenting a
confrontation between his Indian
American family and a woman who
hurled a barrage of racist insults.

The ordeal reportedly began
mid-flight when the woman, seated
near Taufiq’s 11-year-old son,
made inappropriate comments
about his heritage. The situation
escalated on the shuttle bus when
she told the children to “shut up.”
Taufiq confronted
her, prompting an
even more hostile
response.

In the video, the
woman, dressed in a green striped
shirt, raised both middle fingers
and launched into a tirade: “Your
family is from India, you have no
respect, you have no rules... You
guys are fg crazy.” She went on to
mock him, saying, “I'm going to
record your fg tandoori a... your
tandoori stinky a*.”

When Taufiq asserted his Ameri-
can identity, she dismissed it,

WISHES YOU ALL

Puja travels

20th

insisting, “You’re not American.
Not originally, no, you’re from...
India.” Taufiq countered calmly,
saying, “I was born in America,”
but the woman retorted, “No, you
weren't, that’s not on
your passport.”

As the altercation
unfolded, other pas-
sengers intervened,
demanding the woman be removed
from the shuttle. One passenger
told a United Airlines employee,
“She is out of line, she’s drunk, and
we need her off the bus.” Another
added, “She’s been calling racist
slurs at this nice family. They didn’t
do anything.

United Airlines staff escorted
the woman off the shuttle, which
Taufiq later acknowledged in his

i

Instagram post. “Blown away
these types of people still exist,” he
wrote, thanking those who stood
by his family during the incident.

Taufiq, a Boston native and an ac-
complished wedding photographer
who travels globally with his wife,
reflected on the incident in disbe-
lief. “My blood is boiling right now,”
he said in the video. “We were just
having an altercation with this lady
who was giving us a really hard time
telling the kids to ‘shut up.” I lost it
and said, you know, you don’t have
aright to talk to my kids like that.”

The video, shared on Instagram,
quickly went viral, drawing sup-
port for Taufiq and his family. No-
table figures, including journalist
Katie Couric, commented on the
post, expressing solidarity.
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OUR EXPERTISE. DISCOVER
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Mabharishi International University

Four-week Online Course Open to the Public

VAL Ul FOR310 What Am I? Concepts of the Self in
- Eastern and Western Thought

GOLDEN JUBILEE

Maharishi International University is pleased to announce that a special offering of FOR310
What Am I? Concepts of the Self in Eastern and Western Thought will be open to the general public
for non-credit registration.

The goal of this course is to give each student a deeper appreciation for what they are as a human
being and how to realize their full potential. We explore the answers to this question from philoso-
phers, theologians, and scientists in the Western and Eastern traditions including Plato, Descartes,
Locke, Kant, and Freud, as well the Christian, Vedic (Adi Shankara and Maharishi), Buddhist,
Daoist, and Confucian traditions. As an organizing framework to understand the structure and
dynamics of various models of the self, we use the Vedic concept of levels of mind/self as elucidated
by Maharishi Mahesh Yogi and as presented by Navin Doshi.

The course will be offered online from Monday January 13 through Sunday February 9,
2025. Selected readings and videos and online class discussions will be available by login to MIU’s
online learning management system. The professor will hold weekly office hours on Wednesday
evenings and a class webinar by Zoom on Sunday evenings. As a non-credit student, keeping up
with the readings, videos and discussions will likely require an average of 1-2 hours per day, but
the timing of participation is flexible, because the course is primarily asynchronous.

Required Texts

Doshi, Navin. 2021. Saving Ourselves: A New Model for Individual and Social Transformation.
Jayanti Press, an imprint of Maharishi International University Press.

Maharishi Mahesh Yogi. 1969/2015. Maharishi Mahesh Yogi On the Bhagavad Gita: A New Trans
lation and Commentary. Baltimore: Penguin Books 1969; Fairfield IA: MIU Press, 2015.

About the Professor

Scott Herriott is the Chief Academic Officer of MIU, serving as its Vice-President for Academic
Affairs and Professor of Management. He is a member of the Phi Beta Kappa academic honor so-
ciety. He received his B.A. degree in mathematics summa cum laude from Dartmouth College and
his Ph.D. in management science and engineering at Stanford University. He is the author of three
books and a dozen scientific papers. He is active in the higher education community and has visited
many universities in the United States as a member or chair of an accreditation evaluation team
for the Higher Learning Commission, based in Chicago. He was personally trained as a teacher of
Transcendental Meditation by Maharishi Mahesh Yogi more than 50 years ago.

How to Register
Please send an email directly to Professor Herriott (sherriott@miu.edu), and he will arrange for
your registration through MIU’s Enrollment Center.

The tuition fee for non-credit auditors is $600.

College students may take this course for credit, earning 2 semester-hours of credit, at a tuition of
$1,200. A limited number of $600 scholarships will be available for credit-earning students. High
school seniors with good academic records may take this course for college credit by special request.
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GOPIO-LA Addresses Critical

India-West Staff Reporter

ORANGE, CA - The GOPIO-LA
Chapter hosted its annual event on
November 16 at Tandoor Cuisine of
India, bringing together over 120 at-
tendees for an event on the critical is-
sue of diabetes and resultant medical
complications. Titled Uncontrolled
Diabetes Complications and How to
Reverse Them, the event featured
expert discussions, a theatrical pre-
sentation, and interactive sessions
highlighting the importance of man-
aging diabetes through medical care

and lifestyle changes.

The summit opened with a prayer
by Dr. Sukrit Mukherjee and included
a panel of experts: Dr. Asmath Noor
(Periodontal Care Dentist), Dr. Ar-
vind Mehta (Nephrologist), Dr. Hema
Ramkumar (Retina Specialist), Dr.
Anil Patil (Medical Digital Innovator),
Dr. Rohini Joshi (Endocrinologist/
Neurologist), Dr. Jay Amin (Weight
Loss Specialist), Dr. Draupadi Talreja
(Oncologist), and millet influencer
Chhavi Chawla. The panelists empha-
sized that uncontrolled diabetes can
lead to severe complications but that effec-
tive management, including dietary changes,
can mitigate or even reverse the condition.
Alive millet khichdi demonstration by Yatri
Shukla complemented this discussion.

Saahas for Cause, a nonprofit organi-

zation, presented a play titled A Sweet
Concern, portraying the emotional and
psychological challenges faced by diabetes
patients and their families. The performance
underscored the impact of the disease on
family dynamics, reinforcing the summit’s
focus on the holistic challenges of diabetes.

The event also showcased a diabetes-
friendly meal featuring millet, sparking
discussions on its high fiber content and role
in managing blood sugar levels. Attendees
participated in an interactive Q&A session
with the specialists, who highlighted the
importance of awareness and proactive care

in reducing diabetes-related complications.
The summit was organized by GOPIO-
LA President Charu Shivakumar, GOPIO-
International Health and Wellness Co-Chair
Aparna Hande, and GOPIO-International
Women’s Affairs Co-Chair Rani Kuusto, with
support from GOPIO-International Vice
President and Treasurer Kewal Kanda and
North America Coordinator Ashok Madan.
GOPIO-International Global Ambassador
and Presidential Candidate Prakash Shah
commended the conveners for their efforts.
Cerritos Mayor Naresh Solanki and Arte-
sia Mayor Pro Tem Ali Sajjad Taj presented
proclamations to the organizers, while
speakers and event managers were recog-
nized with appreciation medals.
Attendees received goodie bags as tokens
of appreciation, concluding a well-rounded
and informative event.

for upto 150 people.

Meat, Pouliny, Vegan,
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4001 West Coast Hwy, Newpont Beach, CA 92663.
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Deeply Loyal To Trump,
Kash Patel Scores
Nomination To Head FBI

WASHINGTON, DC (Reuters) — Re-
publican President-elect Donald Trump
said on Saturday he wanted former
National Security official and loyalist
Kash Patel to lead the FBI, signaling an
intent to drive out the bureau’s current
director, Christopher Wray.

Patel, who during Trump’s first term
advised both the director of national
intelligence and the secretary of defense,
has previously called for stripping the
FBI of its intelligence-gathering role
and purging its ranks of any employee
who refuses to support Trump’s agenda.

“The biggest problem the FBI has had,
has come out of its intel shops. I'd break
that component out of it. I'd shut down

the FBI Hoover building on day one and
reopen it the next day as a museum of
the deep state,” Patel said in a Septem-
ber interview on the conservative Shawn
Ryan Show.

“And I'd take the 7,000 employees
that work in that building and send them
across America to chase down criminals.
Go be cops. You're cops. Go be cops.”

With the nomination of Patel, Trump
is signaling that he is preparing to carry
out his threat to oust Wray, a Republi-
can first appointed by Trump, whose
10-year term at the FBI does not expire
until 2027.

Asked about Patel’s nomination,
which will need Senate confirmation,
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an FBI spokesperson said on Saturday: “Every day, the
men and women of the FBI continue to work to protect
Americans from a growing array of threats. Director
Wray’s focus remains on the men and women of the
FBI, the people we do the work with, and the people
we do the work for.”

FBI directors by law are appointed to 10-year terms
as a means of insulating the bureau from politics.

Wray, whom Trump tapped after firing James Comey
in 2017 for investigating his 2016 campaign, has been
a frequent target of Trump supporters’ ire.

During Wray’s tenure, the FBI carried out a court-
approved search at Trump’s Mar-a-Lago estate to look
for classified documents and he has also faced criticism
for his oversight role of a directive by Attorney General
Merrick Garland aimed at working to protect local
school boards from violent threats and harassment.

Special Counsel Jack Smith, who led the two federal
prosecutions against Trump for his role in subverting
the 2020 election and retaining classified documents,
asked on Nov. 25 the judges overseeing those cases to
dismiss them before Trump takes office on Jan. 20,
citing a Justice Department policy of not prosecuting
a sitting president.

Wray had previously signaled no intention of step-
ping down early and was busy planning events well
into his 2025 calendar, according to a person familiar
with the matter.

Patel, 44, previously worked as a federal public de-
fender and a federal prosecutor.

He was instrumental in working to lead House Re-
publicans’ probe into the FBI's 2016 investigation into
contacts between Trump’s 2016 campaign and Russia
during his stint as an aide to former House Intelligence
Committee Chair Devin Nunes.

Later, during Trump’s first impeachment trial, ex-
National Security Council official Fiona Hill told House
investigators she was concerned Patel was secretly
serving as a back channel between Trump and Ukraine
without authorization.

Patel denied those allegations.

After Trump left office in January 2021, Patel was one
of several people Trump designated as a representative
for access to his presidential records. He was one of the
few former Trump administration officials who claimed,
without evidence, that Trump had declassified all of the
records in question.

As a private citizen, Patel wrote a book called “Gov-
ernment Gangsters” which Trump in 2023 declared
would be used as a “roadmap to end the Deep State’s
Reign.”

Patel’s nomination is likely to garner pushback from
Senate Democrats and possibly even some Republi-
cans, though Patel has received public support from
some high-profile Republicans such as Texas Attorney
General Ken Paxton.
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City Of Los Angeles Recognizes
Diwali With Historic Proclamation

India-West Staff Reporter

LOS ANGELES, CA - In a historic mo-
ment of cultural recognition, the City of Los
Angeles hosted a presentation and issued a
proclamation in honor of Diwali, the festival
of lights.

The event, led by council members Nithya
Raman and John Lee, celebrated Diwali’s
powerful message of light triumphing over
darkness and good over evil, a sentiment that
resonates with Angelenos of all backgrounds.

“Diwali is a vibrant festival, symbolizing
the victory of light over darkness, and good
over evil,” councilmember Raman said in
her address, emphasizing the universal
significance of the celebration.

Councilmember Lee echoed this senti-
ment, adding, “As we light our diyas today,
let us remember that we have the power to
bring light into the lives of others.”

The ceremony featured a traditional in-
vocation by Pundit Balmiki Sharma, who
chanted Rigvedic mantras, bringing an
authentic touch of cultural heritage to the
event.

Sunil Agrawal, President of the India As-
sociation of Los Angeles (IALA), expressed
gratitude on behalf of the Indian American
community, thanking Councilmembers Ra-
man and Lee for their support. “By adopting

this resolution, the City of Los Angeles has
not only acknowledged the significance of
Diwali, but it has also reaffirmed its com-
mitment to embracing cultural diversity as
a source of strength,” Agrawal said. “This
recognition is a powerful reminder that
when we celebrate our differences, we build
a stronger, more united community. It is
through understanding and celebrating the
cultural traditions of others that we foster
compassion, respect, and inclusivity.”

Agrawal also marked the occasion by
presenting each councilmember with a box
of traditional Diwali sweets and a small me-
mento, symbolizing goodwill and the spirit
of sharing that Diwali embodies.

Community leaders in attendance in-
cluded Raman Chadha, Manmohan Chopra,
and Pramesh Shah from IALA; Naren Jhala
from Valley Hindu Temple; Latesh Bham-
bani from the Art of Living; and Ganesh
Narayanaswami from Isha Foundation.
These representatives joined the celebra-
tion, highlighting the contributions of the
broader Indian American community to Los
Angeles’ rich cultural fabric.

This event marks the first Diwali recogni-
tion in the history of the Los Angeles City
Council, a significant milestone in the city’s
ongoing efforts to embrace and celebrate
cultural diversity, Agrawal noted.
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Vance’s Photo With Wife
Usha's Family Goes Viral

~}

Photo: x.com/@ashajadeja325

India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC — A candid photo of
Vice President-elect JD Vance celebrating
Thanksgiving with his wife Usha Vance’s
extended Indian family has taken social
media by storm. The image, shared by
California venture capitalist Asha Jadeja
Motwani, shows Vance dressed casually in
a blue T-shirt and jeans, holding his son on
his shoulders. Usha, in a mustard-yellow
outfit, stands to his left with their daughter
in her arms. The couple is surrounded by
21 family members in what appears to be a
festive backyard gathering.

Captioning the image, Motwani wrote,
“JD Vance at Thanksgiving. Reminds me of
the big fat Indian wedding,” alluding to the

iz gy, ufeas Atfha % forg gerrfomat s arfea

lively and close-knit vibe of Indian family
celebrations.

The post drew widespread attention,
with many applauding Vance’s embrace of
his wife’s cultural roots. Social media users
celebrated his involvement with the family.
“JD understands what a real family looks
like,” one commenter wrote.

However, the photo also attracted criti-
cism from far-right commentators. Nick
Fuentes, a controversial figure known for his
inflammatory rhetoric, took to social media
to mock the image, writing, “If you support
JD Vance, you're either being paid by Peter
Thiel or you're ngmi [not going to make it].”

Usha Vance has faced virulent stereotyp-
ing since her husband was nominated to the
Republican ticket.
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Tulsi1 Gabbard Visits BAPS,
Highlights Hindu Heritage

India-West Staff Reporter

ROBBINSVILLE, NJ — Tulsi
Gabbard, the first Hindu elected to
the U.S. Congress and
President-elect Don-
ald Trump’s incoming
Director of National
Intelligence, addressed
over 1,000 devotees
at the BAPS Swami-
narayan Akshardham
here, on December 15.
Her visit marked a sig-
nificant moment for

Gabbard’s acknowledgment of
shared cultural and spiritual values.
In a statement they noted, “As the
first Hindu elected to Congress and

Born in American Samoa and raised
in Hawaii, Gabbard’s connection to
Hinduism stems from her mother,
Carol Porter Gabbard, who em-

—

braced the Gaudiya
Vaishnav tradi-
tion in the 1970s.
Though often mis-
taken for being of
Indian descent due
to her name and
faith, Gabbard has
consistently shared
how Hindu teach-
ings have guided

the Hindu-American
community.
Speaking at a cul-
tural program held
at the iconic temple,
Tulsi Gabbard ex-
pressed her admira-
tion for its intricate
craftsmanship and
profound spiritual
symbolism. “To see
the countless hands

and hearts that con-
tributed to building this magnifi-
cent temple and to walk through its
halls, observing sculptures depict-
ing Krishna, Arjuna, and the time-
less lessons of the Bhagavad Gita,
was deeply inspiring,” she said.
The BAPS organization praised

the incoming Director of National
Intelligence, her reflections on how
our shared heritage shaped her life
of public service resonated deeply.”

During her speech, Tulsi Gabbard
reflected on her spiritual journey
and its role in shaping her career.

her public service
ethos.

Tulsi Gabbard is
a lieutenant colo-
nel in the Army
Reserve with com-
bat experience in
Iraq. She made
headlines during
her time in Con-
gress for taking
her oath of office
on the Bhagavad
Gita, symbolizing her commitment
to spiritual and moral principles.
Known for her independent ap-
proach to foreign policy, Gabbard
has been both praised and criticized
for challenging Washington’s con-
ventional views.

Assembly Member

[
Contd. from P1

paced Bruce-Lane in fundraising
and voter support.

The campaign, marked by conten-
tious exchanges, saw Bruce-Lane
criticize Patel’s leadership on the
Poway Unified School Board and
accuse her of aligning with “radi-
cal” ideologies. Patel countered by
highlighting Bruce-Lane’s contro-
versial stances on abortion and
gun control and her past lawsuits
against families. Ultimately, Patel’s
focus on community issues and her
leadership record resonated with
voters.Patel’s personal journey is
one of resilience and achievement.
The daughter of Indian immigrants,
she faced the loss of her mother at
age 14—a tragedy that inspired her

to pursue a career in
medical research. Patel
earned a B.A. in Bio-
chemistry from Occiden-
tal College and a Ph.D.
in Biophysics from UC
Irvine before launching a
successful career in bio-
technology. Transition-
ing to community leadership, she
served as School Board President
for the Poway Unified School Dis-
trict and held roles on the California
Commission on Asian and Pacific
Islander American Affairs, advocat-
ing for inclusivity and opportunity.
In the Assembly, Patel plans to
prioritize public safety, reproduc-
tive freedom, enhanced education
funding, expanded healthcare
access, and solutions to homeless-
ness. “As a mother and community
leader, I am committed to making
our communities safer, stronger,
and more affordable for future
generations,” she said. Patel’s elec-
tion marks a significant victory for
Democrats in a district once con-
sidered a Republican stronghold.

Mehtab Sandhu

Law and is a member of the Democratic Party. He fills the vacancy left by
the retirement of Judge Steven Bromberg. This appointment highlights
Governor Newsom’s efforts to diversify the judiciary and reinforce Califor-
nia’s legal system, with each judge earning a compensation of $244,727.
Other appointees announced include Amber Poston in Orange County
and Maria G. Diaz in Fresno County, among others.
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CA's Harmeet Dhillon Nominated

Harmeet Dhillon

WASHINGTON DC (ANI) - Donald
Trump has nominated Indian-origin
Harmeet Dhillon as Assistant Attorney
General for Civil Rights at the US De-
partment of Justice.

Dhillon thanked Trump in a state-
ment and said that she would assist with
US’s civil rights agenda.

In a statement, Trump said,
“Throughout her career, Harmeet has
stood up consistently to protect our
cherished Civil Liberties, including tak-
ing on Big Tech for censoring our Free
Speech, representing Christians who
were prevented from praying together
during COVID, and suing corporations
who use woke policies to discriminate
against their workers. Harmeet is one of
the top Election lawyers in the Country,
fighting to ensure that all, and ONLY,
legal votes are counted. She is a graduate

To Civil Rights Job

of Dartmouth College and the University of
Virginia Law School, and clerked in the US
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals. Harmeet
is a respected member of the Sikh religious
community. In her new role at the DOJ,
Harmeet will be a tireless defender of our
Constitutional Rights, and will enforce our
Civil Rights and Election Laws FAIRLY and
FIRMLY. Congratulations, Harmeet!”

To this, Dhillon said, “I'm extremely hon-
ored by President Trump’s nomination to
assist with our nation’s civil rights agenda.
It has been my dream to be able to serve
our great country, and I am so excited to be
part of an incredible team of lawyers led by
Pam Bondi. I cannot wait to get to work! I
would not be here today without my amaz-
ing mother and brother’s support, and my
beloved father Tejpal and husband Sarv,
who did not live to see this day. I hope I will
honor their memories, with God’s grace.”

UNITEAGAINST
SOUTH ASIAV

Rep. Thanedar
Condemns Trump
Proposal To
End Birthright
Citizenship
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available through community-based support from the Los Angeles County initiative 211LA in partnership
with the South Asian Network. Assistance is offered in multiple languages, including Bangla, Gujarati,
Hindi, Nepali, Pashto, Punjabi, and Urdu.

2111 @oohos

COMHID CAMTY | COMRARGE §OR CausE ]

Congressman Shri Thanedar

India-West News Desk

DETROIT, MI — Congressman Shri
Thanedar has strongly criticized Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump’s plan to abolish
birthright citizenship, calling it a direct
attack on a cornerstone of American
democracy. Thanedar, a firm advocate
of the 14th Amendment, voiced his op-
position on social media, pledging to
fight against any effort to undermine this
constitutional right.

“Birthright citizenship is a right ev-
ery American enjoys. Donald Trump’s
threats to this fundamental concept,
enshrined in the 14th Amendment, are
antithetical to the rule of law. I will fight
tooth and nail to prevent him from de-
porting American citizens,” the Democrat
posted on social media.

The 14th Amendment, in effect for over
150 years, grants citizenship to anyone
born on U.S. soil. Trump has repeatedly
criticized this provision, calling it a “ri-
diculous” concept that encourages illegal
immigration. During his first term, he
floated the idea of eliminating birthright
citizenship through an executive order,
a proposal that took a backseat during
the pandemic but has resurfaced as a key
promise for his second term.

Thanedar emphasized the constitutional
protection birthright citizenship provides,
stating, “If a person is born in America,
then they are an American citizen. Efforts
to ban or circumvent birthright citizen-
ship are wrong and unconstitutional. As
a congressman, I'll fight back against any
attempt to roll it back.”

The Migration Policy Institute notes
that children born to Indian nationals
on H-1B visas or green cards could face
uncertainty about their citizenship status
if Trump’s plan were implemented.
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Kabir Singh: Comedian Who Spread
Laughter Across Borders, Dead At 39

=

India-West News Desk

LOS ANGELES, CA - Kabir
Singh, the comedian who rose
to prominence as a semi-finalist
on America’s Got Talent Season
16, passed away on December
4 at the age of 39. Known af-
fectionately as “Kabeezy,” Singh
captured audiences with his
sharp wit and relatable humor,
leaving a lasting impression on
the entertainment world.

Born in Portland, Oregon, to
Indian immigrant parents, Singh’s
early life was marked by cultural
duality that later became a cor-
nerstone of his comedy. He spent
part of his childhood in Mumbai
before returning to the U.S., where
his experiences inspired much of
his material.

trained waiters.
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Tableware, silverware,
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Singh began his stand-up jour-
ney in local clubs, steadily build-
ing a reputation as a sharp, en-
gaging performer. His humor
eventually earned him a spot on
Comedy Central’s Stand-Up Revo-
lution, and his comedic voice was
featured on iconic platforms like
Family Guy and the BBC.

In 2021, Singh gained national
attention with his performances on
America’s Got Talent. He charmed
judges Simon Cowell, Howie Man-
del, Heidi Klum, and Sofia Vergara,
making it to the semi-finals.

Law enforcement sources have
indicated that his death in the San
Francisco Bay Area may have been
due to natural causes, though toxi-
cology results are pending.

Singh is survived by his fiancée
and his family.

OBITUARY

Sending Shockwaves, Indian Yoga
Guru Dies Suddenly In Virginia

India-West News Desk

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA -
Sharath Jois, a star in the yoga
community and grandson of iconic
yoga guru K. Pattabhi Jois, tragi-
cally passed away here, at the age
of 53. His sudden death has sent
shockwaves through his tight-knit
community of yoga practitio-
ners and celebrities alike. Jois,
renowned for teaching Ashtanga
yoga to A-list stars such as Ma-
donna, Gwyneth Paltrow, and
Sting, died on November 11 after
suffering a heart attack while hik-
ing near the University of Virginia.

At the time of his passing, Jois
was on a teaching tour across the
U.S. and had just posted a video
of his class on Instagram. Jois had
been scheduled to teach in San
Antonio, next. He was reportedly
hiking with around 50 students at
Humpback Rocks when he became
fatigued and collapsed. Despite ef-
forts from students to revive him
with CPR, he was declared dead
upon the arrival of emergency
responders.

Sharath Jois was not only the
heir to the Ashtanga yoga tradition
but also a transformative figure in
the yoga world. Under his leader-

and could help oth-
ers too. He was a
staunch advocate
of the health ben-
efits of Ashtanga
yoga, especially
for those suffering
from respiratory
issues, allergies, or
the effects of pollu-
tion Known for his
rigorous approach
to Ashtanga yoga,
Jois, media reports
said, was a vocal
critic of short-term

ship, the K. Pattabhi Jois Ashtanga
Yoga Institute in Mysore, became
a globally recognized institution.
Jois succeeded his grandfather
as the director of the Institute in
2007, after K. Pattabhi Jois’ health
declined. In addition to running
the Mysore center, Sharath later
established the Sharath Yoga Cen-
ter, where he continued his legacy
of teaching and nurturing the next
generation of yoga practitioners.
His personal journey with yoga
was deeply transformative; as a
sickly child who suffered from
rheumatic fever, and joint issues,
he believed yoga had healed him
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Teacher Training
Certificates and believed that one
could only become a competent
yoga teacher after several years of
dedicated practice.

Jois’ contributions to the global
spread of Ashtanga yoga, par-
ticularly his workshops and classes
attended by thousands of practi-
tioners, cannot be overstated. His
family and his students, including
prominent figures like Paltrow,
who credited him for her decision
to give up alcohol and caffeine,
remember him as a teacher whose
impact extended beyond physical
postures to the spiritual integration
of the practice.

MANDOHAR

For catering or

Please call
Manohar at
626-437-4190.

581S. Azusa Way, La Puente, CA 91744. Ph: 626-964-0343. www.mdelhipalace.com
Monday - Sunday: Lunch: 11:30am - 2:30pm - Dinner: 5:00pm to 9:00pm




P18 - DECEMBER 2024 INDIA WEST

OBITUARY
OpenAl Whistleblower Suchir Balaji Found Dead In SF

the chatbot. els. He alleged that the company
Whistleblower had violated U.S. copyright laws
Allegations and claimed that generative Al
InOctober, Balaji  technologies like ChatGPT were
made headlines af- damaging the internet.
ter speaking to the He left OpenAl in August 2024,
New York Times stating he no longer wanted to
about OpenAI'suse contribute to technologies that
of copyrighted data  he believed were causing societal
intrainingitsmod- harm. Balaji spent his remain-
ing months work-
ing on personal
projects. His
death occurred
one day after he
was named in a
court filing con-
nected to law-
suits against
OpenAl over its
data practices.—

Early Life and
Career

SAN FRANCISCO, CA — Suchir Balaji, an Indian
Balaji the 26-year-old former American, grew up
OpenAl researcher who pub- in Cupertino, CA.
licly raised concerns about the A prodigy, after
company’s data practices, was studying computer
found dead in his apartment science at the Uni-
here. Authorities determined versity of Califor-
his death was a suicide, with the nia, Berkeley, Balaji
medical examiner’s office ruling worked with com-
out foul play. panies like Scale Al

Balaji’s death in the last week and Quora before
of November has sent shockwaves  joining OpenAl in
through the tech community, 2020. He contrib-
where he was known not only for uted to the develop-
his technical brilliance but also ment of ChatGPT,
for his recent whistleblowing ef- helping collect and
forts against OpenAl, one of the organize massive
world’s leading artificial intel- amounts of internet
ligence firms. data used to train
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Suchir Balaji

Ustad Zakir Hussain

1

Zakir Hussain s family.
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him a Grammy Award.

Honored with the Padma Shri
(1988) and Padma Bhushan
(2002), Zakir Hussain also won
four Grammy Awards and left an
indelible mark on global music.
He is survived by his wife, Anto-

Anisa and Isabella Qureshi.

“He leaves behind an ex-
traordinary legacy cherished by
countless music lovers around
the globe, with an influence that
will resonate for generations
to come,” his family said in a
statement.

nia Minnecola, and daughters, (wlth news agencies lnput)
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Transforming Lives and Shaping a More Inclusive
India: VOSAP’s journey

Voice of SAP (VOSAP), co-founded with Usha Desai by Pranav Desai—a polio survivor turned global advocate for disability rights
has grown into a transformative force with over 12,000 volunteers, over 2,000 NRI donors for inclusion and empowerment in India.
Started as a personal passion in 2014, subsequently established as a non-profit in 2017 in CA, VOSAP combines compassion with use
of cutting-edge technologies to create more opportunities, economic inclusion for millions of people with disabilities (Divyangjan).
With a bold vision to contribute $1 trillion to India’s GDP by 2047 from the disability sector, VOSAP has been working as a catalyst of
change with its Advocacy and Execution of programs
for making India a “Viksit Bharat by 2047”. VOSAP
advocacy focuses on awareness about “ABILITY”, “un-
tapped” opportunities for people with disabilities and
has collaborated with the Indian government on policy
recommendations to harness. VOSAP has invested in
digital tools like VOSAP mobile app for accessibility,
3D Assistive Technology Exhibition, a virtual art gallery
on the theme of ‘Disability’, while amplifying amazing
stories of individuals with disabilities through its portal.

Over the last decade, VOSAP has impacted thousands
of lives by addressing critical gaps in healthcare, educa-
tion, employment, and public accessibility. This article
explores how VOSAP is redefining inclusion through
groundbreaking initiatives like project HITARTH, as-
sistive technology innovations and adoption, data driven
advocacy that has inspired individuals of all ages and
policymakers alike to take action.

VOSAP TIMELINE
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Delivering Transformative Change

VOSAP has been instrumental in changing the lives of thousands of people with disabilities through its diverse initiatives. From provid-
ing innovative assistive devices to manage physical limitations to empowering individuals with self-employment kits and scholarships,
VOSAP’s work has fueled economic empowerment and independence. Surgical interventions, such as eye surgeries, have restored vision
and transformed lives, while innovative models like HITARTH has accelerated healthcare access for intellectually disabled individuals.

With a bold vision to contribute $1 trillion to India’s GDP by 2047 from the disability sector, harnessing the ABILITY of Specially
Abled People, VOSAP has showcased with its own data of beneficiaries over past 7 years as how empowering Divyangjan can signifi-
cantly contribute to the nation’s economic growth. Through these initiatives, VOSAP has directly impacted over 30,000 Divyangjan,
demonstrating the power of collective action in transforming lives and building an inclusive society.
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VBICE i Vision 2047 for Divyangian

$1 Trillion (~3% Bharat's GDP) Economic Contribution
with comprehensive tax incentives and other policy measures

Leveraging Technol-
ogy to Scale Impact

VOSAP has embraced cutting-edge tech-

nologies as a cornerstone of its operations,
enabling it to extend its reach to 50+ coun-
tries and transform lives across India and
beyond. Beneficiaries from 24 states in
India have received life-changing support,
demonstrating the organization’s abil-
ity to scale its impact nationwide. Glob-
ally, initiatives like the “Art from Heart”
contest in 2020 showcased the universal
relevance of disability inclusion. This
online art competition attracted 4,200
participants from 53 countries, with nine
international judges (from the USA, UK,
and India) evaluating entries on VOSAP
online platform!

VOSAP’s innovative use of technology tools such as Salesforce to manage thousands of beneficiaries’ data, follow ups,

Call centre application Simple2Call for tracking

beneficiaries, VOSAP mobile app for crowdsourcing and advocacy of accessibility of public places, the 3D exhibition platform (vFairs) to promote 35 Assistive Tech
innovators — globally, thathas fuelled economic growth for India’s AT industry as well. You can visit and learn more about these products at events.voiceofsap.org

A
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Over 25 such software applications, tools facilitate advocacy, data collection, engagement, operations and efficiency to scale at a very low cost. Technology has
also empowered innovators to showcase their prototypes with VOSAP AT Hackathon platform, nurture a global community of 12,500 volunteers, Artists with
disabilities to reach people around the world, find economic opportunities with their ABILITY in art with 3D online Art Gallery at www.voiceofsap.org/artgallery

With VOSAP program of Enablement, over 30 innovative assistive devices are subsidized today. This not only helps users of these devices but also helps scale
the AT industry as it is early-stage industry and India can eventually supply to entire world, these affordable, patented Assistive devices to empower hundreds of

millions of Specially Abled People.

For example, Smart Glasses from Isreal has a market cap over $1 B, just one product but very costly (over $3000) while 2 companies supported financially by
VOSAP subsidy for providing Al driven Smart Glasses are empowering thousands of lives and they cost less than $200. Here are some of the assistive products

and visit us online to see their impact, watch amazing videos of beneficiaries.

Driving Policy Change for Millions Through Advocacy
VOSAP’s biggest impact, touching millions of people extends beyond direct beneficiaries, by shaping government

policies. Collaborating with the Government of India, VOSAP’s data-driven advocacy has been instrumental in driv-
ing change on the ground. It started with Accessible India Campaign that VOSAP founders conceived, presented to
Govt of India, which was launched by Hon PM on Dec 3 2015. This alone has been changing physical infrastructure
everywhere with new code, rules and has made India far more accessible in past g years.

Recently launched project HITARTH is making healthcare accessible under government scheme “Niramaya”
for intellectually disabled. HITARTH project of VOSAP has emerged as an innovative model to accelerate the
implementation of government program in a partnership to reach the last mile on the ground. Niramaya health
insurance scheme is expected to transform millions of lives.

HITARTH - Healthcare Initiative To Avail Rehabilitative Therapies and Health coverage, in HINDI language,
it is WELL WISHER, is an innovative initiative by VOSAP. VOSAP will pay to social workers called HITARTH SA-
HAYAK to help families of Intellectually disabled get NIRAMAYA card, apply expense reimbursement to Oriental
insurance, connect with the health care providers locally and submit data to HITARTH portal to get paid! VOSAP
expects each HITARHT Sahayak to help around 100 such families in their town and this will create huge knowl-
edge, best practices among these 100 social workers to do what is needed to work with insurance company and
help their beneficiaries. Niramaya Health Insurance Scheme provides comprehensive medical support upto Rs 1
lac per year. It covers physio and speech therapies, dental work and other non-hospital medical expenses, making
healthcare accessible and free for all.

In ongoing efforts to drive policy driven impact, in Jan 2024, VOSAP founder met with Honourable Minister of
Finance, Govt of India, Smt Sitharaman ji and presented Vision 2047 and $1 trillion economic contribution vision.
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VOSAP’s Journey

He presented a plan, comprehensive tax incentives to create the
demand, jump start economic activities in the disability sector and
create millions of new jobs for tax revenue instead spending on wel-
fare, challenging the traditional way to look at disability sector and
paving way for tapping into completely new stream of tax revenue
from the disability sector.

On the international stage, VOSAP’s advocacy has resonated
with US congress persons through its proposal of “ADA 2.0”. This
vision aims to enhance economic independence and empowerment
for people with disabilities, taking inspiration from the Americans
with Disabilities Act and enhancing it with lesson learnt, data
available and technology driven opportunities available today.

Likewise, as a youngest non-profit with a Special Consulta-
tive Status with United Nations Economic and Social Council
since 2019, VOSAP has been chosen to present its thought
leadership to global leaders to “THINK DIFFERENTLY”, for
8 times in last 6 years.

Inspiring NRIs to Give Back

Project HITARTH GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
HITARTH means “Well Wisher” {NlRAMAYA ECHEME}
o
in Indian Language and also stands for @
THE MATICHAL TRUST
Healthcare Initiative to Avail Rehabilitative —
Therapies and Health Coverage - ¢
< JORIENTAL INSURANCE
E? HEALTH
HITARTH
VOSAP PARIVAAR NCPO g aAHAYAK - ™~ PROVIDER
g _:' F (PHYSIOTHERAPIST,
u@IEEgELbEF&EIEiﬁLPLEE 9 f’dh EE' _) ‘ Z‘"TETEEI\::IELT::EEAEUT? SERVICES DOCTOR ETC)

VOSAP’s mission has inspired over 2,000 donors, primarily from the Non-Resident Indian (NRI) community of the US, to contribute to their motherland. Chief

Patrons Rika and Manu Shah’s of Sarva Mangal Family trust/Shah Happiness Foundation unwavering support exemplify the spirit of giving that VOSAP fosters.
VOSAP has received not only financial support, but also much needed mentorship to VOSAP founders to “THINK BIG and BE BOLD” as they support over 700
charities and their experience as successful self-made billionaires is invaluable for the success of VOSAP mission. This has inspired many other donors in the
process to donate whole heartedly. Tarsadia Foundation (Shri B.U. Patel) is another such supporter of VOSAP Vision and together with such donors, VOSAP aims

to grow its impact exponentially in years to come.

By providing structured oppor-
tunities for NRIs to contribute for
the outcomes they intent —whether
through volunteering, donating, or
supporting assistive devices innova-
tions, VOSAP has created a robust
network of compassionate individu-
als committed to Empower Specially
Abled People.

VOSAP has inspired change-
makers like Sparsh Shah who has
millions of fans following, himself
is a Specially Abled Person and he
found purpose to amplify VOSAP
mission as a brand ambassador! He
has not only presented at United
Nations but also every year, VOSAP
annual event is hosted by him, he is
physically there to inspire people to
donate for VOSAP with his soulful
singing. VOSAP raised over $1 mil-
lion in Sep fundraiser in Los Angels
where Sparsh Shah made a huge
impact on donor community.

(
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VOSAP’s Journey

Developing Leaders of Tomorrow

The transformative power of VOSAP’s work is evident in the lives of over 300 young volunteers, including high schoolers and col-
lege interns. These brightminds spread across 20 colleges, have engaged in research in disability to strengthen data driven advocacy,
volunteering, and even fundraising. VOSAP’s structured volunteering programs have nurtured these young individuals into change
leaders, inspiring them to take the mission of inclusion to heart. For example, one volunteer who began volunteering with VOSAP in
the 12th grade has grown into a self-made millionaire, exemplifying the transformative potential of early engagement in impactful
work. He recently made a generous donation of $50,000 to support the cause of VOSAP which he is believing since 2017. Notably, 25
high school volunteers have received prestigious PVSA medals and recognition from the President of the United States for dedicating
over 100 volunteer hours to VOSAP’s initiatives.

Ignite PVSA Awardees

3 &

A Decade of Recognition and Impact

In its 10-year journey, VOSAP has directly benefited over 30,000 Divyangjan, inspiring hope and empowerment. The organization’s
efforts have been recognized on the global stage, with a Special Consultative Status at the United Nations Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC), accreditation with UN CRPD (Convention of Rights of Persons with Disabilities) and public recognition of its tech driven
impact by none other than Honourable Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi in his monthly radio address to nation called
“Mann Ki Baat” in April 2022 in addition to several others.

Join the Movement

VOSAP’s journey began with a dream to make India as inclusive and accessible as the United States. Today, it stands as a testament
to the power of collective effort and innovation. Whether you wish to support structured volunteering for your children, do research
as intern, help someone with a disability in your hometown or home district or school and contribute to a transformative cause or
advocate with your local law makers, elected representative, VOSAP offers a unique platform to make a meaningful impact.

With technology as its backbone and compassion as its driving force, VOSAP continues to transform lives and inspire a global move-
ment for disability inclusion. Join VOSAP in this mission and be a part of the opportunity to do what you can with your community,
employer and find purpose, satisfaction for life by creating a more empowered society, lives of Specially Abled People.

For more information please visit: www.voiceofsap.org

or contact: pranav.desai@voiceofsap.com | Mobile: +1-818-6204616
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Sabyasachi Launches In NY's Bergdorf Goodman

India-West News Desk

NEW YORK, NY - Renowned Indian
luxury brand Sabyasachi is currently being
featured at New York City’s iconic Berg-
dorf Goodman, where the designer’s full
collection is on display until February 3,
2025. This exclusive showcase offers U.S.
customers a rare opportunity to experience
the artistry of Sabyasachi Mukherjee’s
India-inspired creations.

The Autumn/Winter 2024 collection
draws inspiration from diverse global influ-
ences, ranging from the cultural richness of
Benares to the nomadic allure of Mongolia.
Combining haute couture with contemporary

BUY AT 3.625%

elements, the collection showcases classical
menswear tailoring, intricate handcrafted
embroidery, and an enduring heirloom qual-
ity that exudes both elegance and modernity.
Sabyasachi’s offerings—spanning ready-
to-wear apparel, accessories, and jew-
elry—are presented in a carefully curated
ambiance that reflects the brand’s signature
opulence. Calling the launch “a privilege,”
Mukherjee noted, “This presentation marks
a special moment where the best of India
meets New York’s finest emporium.”
Linda Fargo, Bergdorf Goodman’s direc-
tor of women’s fashion and store presen-
tation, praised the collaboration, stating,
“The world of Sabyasachi is immersive and

30 Year Fixed
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CEO / President

RapidCapital

FUNDING PC

2-1 BUYDOWN PROGRAM

WE WILL PAY FOR
YOUR APPRAISAL!

CALL TODAY

1-800-991-4162

No Tax Return Loans available for

Self Employed Buyers

nkohli@rapidcapitalinc.com
BUY A HOME WITH 5% DOWN + NO MORTGAGE INSURANCE
Apply online at www.rapidcapitalinc.com

1 Park Plaza, Suite 600, Irvine, CA 92614
www.rapidcapitalinc.com

NMLS #902784  California BRE# 01819194

* 2-1 Buydown scenario assumes 740+ FICO, 800K Purchase price, 80% LTV, Seller concession of $13,562)

distinct, offering a rare glimpse into the
creative mind of a true original. We share
a passion for opulent sophistication and
unparalleled craftsmanship, and we’re ex-
cited to offer our customers the full scope
of Mukherjee’s vision.”

This showcase builds on a partnership
between Sabyasachi and Bergdorf Goodman

established in 2020, part of the Neiman
Marcus Group’s strategy to redefine luxury
experiences. Since its founding in 2002,
Sabyasachi has collaborated with global
brands like Estée Lauder and Christian
Louboutin, earning a reputation for creat-
ing modern heirlooms that celebrate India’s
cultural heritage.

Sky Bird's Arvin Shah Gets Lifetime
Business Achievement Award

India-West Staff Reporter

SOUTHFIELD, MI — Arvin Shah, founder
and chairman of Sky Bird
Group, was recognized

the airline consolidation sector, providing
travel agencies with competitive fares and
reliable services. His work has influenced in-
dustry standards and supported the growth
of businesses reliant on Sky Bird’s offerings.

Consul General of India Somnath Ghosh, Arvin Shah, Michigan Governor
Gretchen Whitmer, and Dhaval Vaishnav, NAICC President.

with the Lifetime Busi-
ness Achievement Award
by the North American
Indian Chamber of Com-
merce on November 9.
The honor acknowledg-
es Shah’s four decades
of contributions to the
travel industry and his
leadership in establishing
Sky Bird as a leading air-
line consolidator serving
travel agents nationwide.

Under Shah’s leader-
ship, Sky Bird Group has
played a pivotal role in

Beyond his business achievements, Shah
has prioritized community service and
philanthropy. In 2004, he and his family
founded the Jaya Rehabilitation Institute to
assist victims of the 2001 Kutch Earthquake,
offering prosthetic treatments. The Shahs
also established the Jaya Charitable Founda-
tion, a Detroit-based nonprofit focused on
initiatives that promote empowerment and
opportunity.

Sky Bird Group, established over 40 years
ago, provides travel agents with a range of
services, including competitive fares, travel
technology, student travel solutions, and
specialized offerings like destination wed-
dings and tours.
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Nargis Fakhri's Sister Arrested US Fraud Case Against Adani
For Double Murder In New York | Strong, But Extradition Unlikely

India-West News Desk

NEW YORK, NY — Aliya Fakhri, sister
of Rockstar-fame actor Nargis Fakhri, has
been charged with four counts of first-degree
murder and arson in connection with a
deadly fire in Queens. The November 2 blaze
claimed the lives of Edward Jacobs, 35, her
ex-boyfriend, and his friend Anastasia Et-
tienne, 33.

According to Queens District Attorney Me-
linda Katz, Fakhri, 43, arrived at a two-story
garage early in the morning and shouted,
“You're all going to die today” before alleg-
edly setting the structure on fire. Jacobs,
who lived upstairs, was sleeping at the time.
Ettienne attempted to save him after be-
ing alerted to the fire but both succumbed
to smoke inhalation and thermal injuries,
Katz’s office confirmed.

“As alleged in this indictment, this de-
fendant maliciously ended the lives of two
people by setting a fire that trapped a man

and woman in a raging inferno. The victims
tragically died from smoke inhalation and
thermal injuries,” Katz said in a statement.

A witness claimed Fakhri had previously
threatened to burn Jacobs’ house down and
described their relationship as abusive. Ja-
cobs had reportedly ended the relationship
about a year ago, but his mother, Janet, said
Fakhri had struggled to accept the breakup.
Janet also revealed that Jacobs, a plumber,
had been working on a project to convert the
garage into an apartment.

Aliya Fakhri’s mother defended her
daughter, stating that Aliya was known for
her caring nature and had struggled with
opioid addiction after a dental mishap,
which may have influenced her behavior.

Fakhri, who has been remanded in
custody, faces a maximum life sentence if
convicted. Her next court appearance is
scheduled for December 9.

Actor Nargis Fakhri has not commented
on the case.
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NEW YORK, NY (Reuters) — The U.S.
fraud case against Indian billionaire Gau-
tam Adani appears strong, legal experts
say, but extradition to stand trial in the
United States remains unlikely.

Federal prosecutors in Brooklyn un-
sealed an indictment in November ac-
cusing Adani of bribing Indian officials
to secure electricity contracts for Adani
Green Energy, a subsidiary of his Adani
Group conglomerate, and misleading
U.S. investors about the company’s anti-
corruption practices.

Adani, his nephew Sagar Adani, and an-
other Adani Group executive face charges
of securities fraud and conspiracy. Five
individuals affiliated with Azure Power
Global, a formerly U.S.-listed company,
were also charged with conspiracy to
violate the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act
(FCPA). Azure stated it cooperated with
the investigation and that those charged
no longer work for the company.

Prosecutors cited evidence including
ledgers of alleged bribe payments found
on Sagar Adani’s phone and emails Gau-
tam Adani sent himself regarding a search
warrant and grand jury subpoena served
on his nephew. These records could
strengthen the case by demonstrating
knowledge of misconduct and deliberate
investor deception, experts suggest.

Adani Group has called the allega-
tions “baseless,” pledging to pursue legal
remedies. Gautam Adani, who remains
at large, has made public appearances in
India, including at a December 9 event
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Challenges may include securing testi-
mony from Indian witnesses, which could
require New Delhi’s cooperation. India’s
foreign ministry has not received any U.S.
request on the case, referring to the mat-
ter as one between private firms and the
U.S. Justice Department.

Conspiracy to violate the FCPA carries
a penalty of up to five years in prison,
while the fraud charges could result in up
to 20 years. Drew Rolle, deputy chief of
the Brooklyn U.S. Attorney’s business and
securities fraud section, emphasized the
importance of protecting U.S. capital mar-
kets and warned that companies accessing
these markets must “play by the rules.”
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Divine Vibrations & Community Wellbeing Promoting Spirituality, Art, Culture, Social Service & Vedic education

New Year's Eve, New Years Day Celehrations

From 31st DECEMBER 2024, from 9 PM to 1 AM & 1st JANUARY 2025 from 6:30 AM to 10 PM

Abhishekam, Alankaram to all presiding deities, Bhajan, kirtan, and First
Archana & First Darshan of the year 2025 and followed by Aaratis
Bhajan Sandhya by Pundit Sidharth Pathak and Team

Tuesday, December 31st, 2024
9:00 PM to 1:00 AM

Wednesday, January 1st, 2025 | g\, 1 hatha Seva & Dhanurmasa puja

6:30 AM to 8:00 AM

8:00 AM to 9:00 PM Group Archanas for every 20mins Last archana at 08:30 PM

12:00 PM to 2:00 PM Lunch Prasad Dinner Prasad |8:00 AM to 9:00 PM AN LT D
all deities: $151

Tiruppavali Celehrations 2023
12th January 2025,2 PM

26th Annual Tiruppavai Celebrations - Tiruppavai-Yajna - Godha-Vaibhavam,
a Sangita UpanyasamSangita Acharya Thiruvaiyaru SR Krishnan

Vaikuntha Ekadashi Celebrations
9th January 2025, 6:30 AM to 8:30 AM & 6:30 PM to 8 PM

06:30 AM - 07:00 AM | Sreevari Suprablatam

0700 AM - 0730 AM | Procession along with Lord Venkateswara, Ultara Dwara Puja and pravesam e i

Sri Devi -Bhoo Devi samela Sri Prasanna Venkateswara Snapana Tirumanjanam (Abhishekam),

07:30 AM ~ 08:30 AM ! i
Tiruppaavai, Sevakalam, Archana & Mangalasashanam

0600 PM - 0630 PM | Sn Shridh Saibaha Abhishekam

0700 PM - 08:30 PM  |Samoohika Salyanarayana Vratam

| 0830 PM - (%30 PM | Maha Mangala Aarafi. teertha prasada vitarana, followed by Dinner prasad.

s VOCAL SUPPORT: Hari Asuri, Jayakrishnan G
For More 3 ! A i Accompanying Musicians: Violin - Sankara Subramanian /7 . -.%

Details e Prugram -175% ; . Mridangam - Arjun Narayanan, Kanjira - Nani Narayanan &
- Flute - Radhakrishnan Ramachanram and Adarsh Radhakrishnan E

Bhogi (Lohri) & Makara Sankranti Celebrations 2025
13th & 14th January 2025

Sri Goda Ranganadha Kalyanam
13th January 2025, 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM

Monday, 13th January 2025

Rl L A o e B o e e B e o o el L
SR T e : Saia St AR

6 AM
Lohri Celebrations
(Bhogi Manta)

Tuesday, 14th January 2025 - 7PM

Ayyappa Abhishekam

& Ayyappa Padi puja
Special Bhajans

Makaravalliki
(Makara Jyothi Darshanam)

i At i gl W P

Followed by Archana, Aarti, Lunch Prasad

NOTE: Lunch & Dinner Prasad will be served

NOTE: Please pick up your 2025 Temple Calendar.
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India-West News Desk

BENGALURU - US Ambassador to India Eric
Garcetti announced that the long-awaited US Consul-
ate in Bengaluru will officially open in January 2025.
The announcement was made during a meeting of
the US-India Business Council (USIBC) on Thursday,
signaling a significant milestone in US-India relations.

Bengaluru, often referred to as India’s Silicon Val-
ley, contributes 40% of the nation’s IT revenue and is
home to millions of tech professionals. Until now, the
absence of a dedicated US Consulate in the city forced
many residents to travel to Chennai or Hyderabad

Ambassador Eric Garcetti Confirms
Bengaluru Consulate To Open In 2025

for visa-related services, creating logistical challenges for
students, professionals, and entrepreneurs.

Highlighting the significance of the new consulate,
Garcetti noted its potential to simplify visa processes, foster
bilateral trade, and strengthen Bengaluru’s status as a global
hub for technology and innovation.

Speaking at the USIBC meeting, Garcetti remarked,
“Together, we are driving US-India relations forward for
prosperity—creating opportunities not just for our people,
but for the Indo-Pacific and the world.”

The consulate’s establishment is expected to boost US-In-
dia ties, particularly in the tech and innovation sectors, and
facilitate smoother interactions between the two nations. It

is anticipated to enhance access for thousands

CPA, FCA

Member - AICPA
Member - State Board of Accountancy

5530 Owensmouth
Ave. #221, Woodland Hills,
CA91367

satyavan@sbcglobal.net

818-231-2638
FAX- 818-348-3217

www.ssharmacpa.net

of visa applicants, including students aiming
to study in the US and professionals engaged
in cross-border collaborations.

India Raises Security
Concerns Over

An experienced CPA and a Chartered Accountant. | have
worked with many big 100 Fortune Companies in
diversified industries at various management levels. | have
extensive experience in Tax Filings and Tax related matters
and practicing in Los Angeles and S.F Valley since 2006.

1. Tax Return preparation and Tax planning for :-

o Individuals

Partnership Firms

e SCorp

« CCorp

« Tax Exempt Charitable and Sports organizations
u/s 501(C)(3)

« Others

2. Accounting and Book keeping services :-

* Maintaining Books of Accounts on a monthly or
annual basis

» Preparation and compilation of Financial
statements and schedules

 Preparation of Budgets and Forecasts

o Accounting system set-up and
implementation services

» Business taxi.e. sales & use tax and property
tax

3. Payroll services :-

« Payroll checks, direct deposits

« Electronic Tax Payments
 Standard Payroll reports

» Quarterly/Yearly Payroll Tax returns

4. Management Services & other Services :-

 Financial management and planning

« Inventory control and management

« Formation of Partnerships and Corporations
» Other advisory services

Khalistan Threat To
Ambassador Kwatra

WASHINGTON, DC (ANTI) — The Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) on December 20
confirmed that India has taken “seriously”
the recent threat issued by US-based Kha-
listan separatist Gurpatwant Singh Pannun
against India’s Ambassador to the US, Vinay
Mohan Kwatra. The issue has been raised with
authorities in Washington.

In a video, Pannun, an India-designated
terrorist holding American and Canadian citi-
zenship, alleged that Kwatra is on the radar of
pro-Khalistan Sikhs in the United States. He
accused the Ambassador of coordinating with
Russian authorities to provide intelligence
inputs on the Khalistan network in the US.

“As and when such threats are issued, we
take them very seriously and raise them with
the US government. In this particular case, we
have raised it with the US government, and
it is our expectation that they will take our
security concerns seriously and act on it,” said
MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal during a
weekly briefing in New Delhi.

In October, the MEA had addressed another
case involving Pannun, confirming that a
suspect named in a US Justice Department
indictment was no longer an employee of the
Indian government. The indictment alleged
a foiled assassination plot against Pannun
in New York City. According to US prosecu-
tors, an Indian national, Nikhil Gupta, was
recruited to hire a hitman for the plot, which
was thwarted by US authorities.
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Shop Indian products online at www.indiashop.us

NOW Hot Food Available at the Fairfax Location

International Grocery Store & Vegan/Veg Restaurant International Grocery Store

3126 Los Feliz Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90039 567 S. Fairfax Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90036

(323) 345-0360 | info@indiala.com (323) 424-4556 | info@indiabh.com
Hours: Mon-Sun 10 am -9 pm Hours: Mon-Sun 9 am -8 pm
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Semma, Of Chef Vijaya
Kumar Retains Michelin
Star For Second Year

NEW YORK, NY (ANI) - Chef Vi-
jaya Kumar’s South Indian restaurant
Semma in New York City has retained
the prestigious Michelin star.

On the official Instagram page of
Semma restaurant, Vijaya’s team shared
the update by congratulating the chef.

“Congratulatory chef Vijay for main-
taining the Michelin star for the third
year in a row and continuing to hold the
distinction of being the only Michelin-
starred Indian restaurant in NYC. What
an incredible achievement,” the post read.

Chef Vijaya Kumar was born and
raised in Natham, a small town in Tamil
Nadu’s Dindigul. He ran two restaurants
in San Francisco called Dosa and Rasa.
Rasa received a Michelin Star before it
was closed in 2015.

He later collaborated with Roni Mazum-
dar and Chintan Pandya of Unapologetic
Foods. Together, they launched Semma,
a restaurant that sells authentic South
Indian food.

Not only Chef Vijaya Kumar made Indians
proud but Vikas Khanna also left everyone
with his Michelin 2024 Bib Gourmand
Award win.

Taking to Instagram, Vikas shared his
picture with the Tricolor and wrote, “260
days of Bungalow and today we received
the Michelin 2024 Bib Gourmand Award.
While I've previously received the Michelin

“ MICHELIN |

| 2024

L“‘

Star 8 times, today felt different. I felt that
it was for some higher purpose, it was like a
tribute, it was like a promise to my land and
to my people. To my sister.”

He added, “This is just the beginning. We
will work harder & harder everyday to give
our guests an experience that will be a testa-
ment to Indian hospitality.”

The comment section of his post is filled
with congratulatory wishes.”Happy tears...
immmmmmmense love to you chef,” a
netizen wrote.”Heartiest congratulations,”
another wrote.Set in the bustling culinary
hub of New York, Bungalow has managed to
become audience favourite in a short span of
time. It was opened in March 2024.

FOO0D

INDIA WEST

No Star But ‘Bungalow” Of

Vikas Khanna Gets Michelin
Bib Gourmand Award
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NEW YORK, NY (ANI) - Chef Vikas Khanna’s restaurant, ‘Bungalow’, in New York did
not earn a star but has won the Michelin 2024 Bib Gourmand Award.

Vikas shared his picture with the Tricolor and wrote, “260 days of Bungalow and today
we received the Michelin 2024 Bib Gourmand Award. While I've previously received the
Michelin Star 8 times, today felt different. I felt that it was for some higher purpose, it was
like a tribute, it was like a promise to my land and to my people. To my sister.”

He added, “This is just the beginning. We will work harder & harder everyday to give our
guests an experience that will be a testament to Indian hospitality.”

Bungalow has managed to become an audience favorite in a short span of time. It was
opened in March 2024.

Khanna’s culinary journey is truly inspiring. From his humble beginnings in Amritsar
to becoming a chef who introduced Indian cuisine to the United States and cooked for
luminaries like Barack Obama, and the Dalai Lama.

STERLING ACCOUNTING & TAX
SERVICES INC.

We offev the jollowing sewices:

e Preparation of Individuals, Partnerships, Corporations and Fiduciaries income tax returns
e Compilations, Reviews and Audits of financial statements
e Audits of 401k and profit sharing plans

* Audits of non-profit organizations financial statements

e Preparation of personal financial statements

e Preparation of non-profit organizations tax returns

* Monthly, quarterly, or annual bookkeeping services

e Tax planning and incorporations

e Representation before income tax, sales tax and other regulatory tax authorities
e Paperless attestation engagements

We have experience servicing companies in various types of industries
including: Manufacturing, Retail, Entertainment, Real Estate, Technology, Motels,
Restaurants, Construction, Food Processing, Financing and Professional Services.

Quality Service at Economical Rates

21860 S Burbank Blvd., Ste 110, Woodland Hills, CA 91367

818-468-8408 ¢ www.sterlingtax.net ¢« vbramha@sterlingtax.net

Venkat Bramharouthu, CPA
Member, AICPA
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CATERING

Natraj serves the ultimate in South
Asian cuisine for weddings and
special events. Featuring our
experienced and talented culinary
team, and offering impeccable and
unrivaled service, distinguishes us
as the premier Indian caterer.

Our professional catering staff

will create menus to exceed

your expectations and ensure a
memorable celebration for you and
your guests. Outstanding quality
and exceptional value complete

a perfect occasion.

23 Musick, Irvine 949/632-2778
www.natrajusa.com email: vijay@natrajusa.com
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PRESENTATION AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST AT

RACHNA - HARESH SHAH
6503 Pepperdine Drive, Buena Park, CA 9062 ¢ (714) 595-5010

¢ Medicare Health Insurance, Your Benefits & Options

¢ Description of Medicare Supplement Insurance and Medicare Advantage plans, and their pros & cons
¢ Presentation of Medicare Advantage Plans and enrollment assistance

¢ Individual guidance on enrollment in Medicare Supplement Insurance and Prescription Drug Plans

ADMISSION IS FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
TO RSVP CALL HARESH SHAH, a licensed agent, at (714) 595-5010 or
send an email to: hareshshah2000@yahoo.com with your name(s) and program location.

The Speakers: Haresh Shah, CA License: 0H40917
Rachna Shah, CA License: 0K36850

- A deep understanding of Medicare from five years in healthcare industry.
- An independent insurance sales agent, representing:
- Medicare Advantage Plans - Medicare Supplement Insurance
- Prescription Drug Plans

Dedicated to helping people choose the health plan
that best meets their healthcare needs & budget

Haresh Shah is not connected with the Federal Medicare program.

0 UrgentCare

AME Medical Group, Inc.

-t
L

WALK-INS WELCOME
WAIT-TIME IS 15 MINUTES!

AME Medical Group, Inc.

Est. 1997

11938 Paramount Bivd., 14359 Pioneer Blvd. Suite A
Downey, CA 90242 Norwalk, CA 90650

3 ;
Lo B BT ...r-d A '

(s

¥

8500 Florence Ave., Suite 101 433 W. 4th Street, Ste. 100
Downey, CA 90240 Montebello, CA 90640.

3625 M. L. K. Jr Blvd, Unit 8 15141 Whittier Blvd., Ste. 120 B NOW HIRING
Lynwood, CA 90262 Whittier, CA 90603 ) We Welcome Part Time thsicians

3300 South Street, Suite 209 29525 Canwood St., Ste. 200 M KAISER PERMANENTE. Requirements:

26218S. Bristol Ave. Suite 105, 12472 Washington Bivd., A and DEé‘o':t::t'.'fW"'a-
Ana, CA 92807 itti apid Antigen Testing :
Santa fina, CA 9280 Whittler, CA 50602 Results in 15 minutes HR (562) 923-6060
No Insurance needed. or email

Just $50

(562) 923-6060 L ﬂ@amemedicalgroup namemedical

amemedical@gmail.com
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TURNKEY CONSTRUCTION SOLUTIONS

Buildrite is a one stop solution for all your Design and Construction requirements. We cater
to a variety of residential and commercial projects offering end to end turnkey solutions.

ROCESS

- -l " Sy

Design Build is a construction process that provides owners
with a single point of contact for both the design and
construction phases of a project. Buildrite is a full-service
design and build company offering following services.

+ Conceptual design * Material procurement
+ Estimation + Construction

* Architectural and structural design - Inspections

* Approvals, Licenses and Permits - Final delivery

« Utility agencies approvals

We take off all the burden from your shoulders - just let us
know your requirement and we will turn your vision into
reality ensuring that your project is finished on time and
within budget.

ADDITIONS

Lol

With sky-rocketing property prices and rapidly increasing
demand for residential space it makes more sense to maxi-
mize the covered area in your lot. Be it room additions on the
ground floor or constructing a new second floor on your exist-
ing house our team can help realize your vision.

» Maximize lot utilization

* Improve your existing layouts
* Expand your first floor

+ Add a second floor

Additions can be complicated as we must ensure that both
new construction and the old structures comply with code.
We work closely with city planning and building to ensure
that new additions comply with the local requirements.

An ADU is a secondary housing unit on a single-family residen-
tial lot. It can be attached to the primary house like a convert-
ed garage, or unattached like a free-standing cottage. You
can create an ADU/JADU from a new or existing structure.

* Independent residential unit up to 1200 sf

« Attached, Detached, Converted space

* Rental, Secondary unit, Granny unit, Office

+ Various layouts — Studio, 1-, 2- and 3-bedroom units
* Maximize lot utilization

* JADUs up to 500 sf

* Raise your property’s value

New California laws make it easier than ever to build an acces-
sory dwelling unit (ADU) on your property. Now CALFHA is
offering a grant for up to $40,000 for building ADUs.

CUSTOM HOMES

' i
2

Creating a custom home is a large undertaking and you want
to make the process as simple and enjoyable as possible.
Buildrite offers ground up construction either from an unde-
veloped parcel of land or by demolishing an existing struc-
ture and building a new one in its place. We can help you with
the whole process from concept to completion.

+ Conceptual design

* Various architectural design styles
* Latest Features and Technologies
* Plans and approvals

» Construction

+ Code compliance & Inspections

* Final delivery and handover

+ Warranty

Plus - Multifamily units, Apartments and various other Commercial Projects.
Give us a call today to discuss your project.

BUILDRITE CONSTRUCTION

17510 Pioneer Blvd. Ste. 204 Artesia, CA (90701)
(562) 443-4040 | info@buildrite.us | www.buildrite.us

CA Lic - 1080043
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Payal Kapadia First Indian
To Get Golden Globes ‘Best
Director' Nomination

India-West Staff Reporter

Indian filmmaker Payal Ka-
padia has created history as
the first Indian director to be
nominated for Best Director
at the Golden Globes. Her film
All We Imagine As Light also
earned a nomination for Best
Non-English Language Motion
Picture, solidifying its place as a
standout in global cinema.

In the Best Non-English Lan-

guage Motion Picture catego-
ry, All We Imagine As Light
competes against acclaimed
international films including
France’s Emilia Perez (the most-
nominated film at this year’s
Golden Globes), The Girl With
the Needle, I'm Still Here, The
Seed of the Sacred Fig, and
Vermiglio. For the Best Direc-
tor honor, Payal Kapadia stands
alongside renowned filmmak-
ers Jacques Audiard (Emilia

HOLLYWOOD

ALLWE
IMAGINE

PAPAYA TREE NURSEFE

ATrusted Source for Organically Grown Tropical & Subtropical Fruit Trees. Family owned & operated for over thirty years, the nursery
offers selected varieties of fruit trees specifically adapted to various growing zones throughout Southern California. To help them
thrive in your home garden, growing information is also provided both verbally and in printed form.

CHIKU aka SAPOTA

Special variety (PTN#1) adapted to S. California can begin fruiting in one or two years ata
height of only four feet. This very sweet fruit is one of nature’s special desserts. Delicious as
a fresh-picked fruit, or you can make chiku kulfi just like grandma did! These space-saving,
semi-dwarf trees grow to only 12’ tall in S. California and can be container grown. On
display at the nursery, you can view a fruiting chiku tree planted in the ground 6 years ago.

SOME OF THE PLANTS OFFERED: BANANA - FIG - JAKFRUIT - LITCHEE - MANGO - PAPAYA
- POMEGRANATE - KALA JAMUN - SHAHTOOT/MULBERRY - SITAPHAL/SHARIFA

Open 7 Days A Week by Same- Day Appointment. 8 AM to 6PM (Please Call First)
Website: WWW.papayatreenursery.com - (818) 363-3680

Papaya Tree Nursery-chiku

Pérez), Sean Baker
(Anora), Edward i
Berger (Conclave), .p
Brady Corbet (The
Brutalist), and Cor-
alie Fargeat (The
Substance).

New York Film Crit-
ics Circle, among
other accolades.
The narrative fol-
lows Prabha, a nurse
navigating personal
challenges, and her

All We Imagine
As Light, an Indo-French co-
production, premiered in com-
petition at the 2024 Cannes
Film Festival, where it became
the first Indian film in three
decades to compete and won the
prestigious Grand Prix. The film
also received the Jury Grand
Prize at the Asia Pacific Screen
Awards, Best International Fea-
ture at the Gotham Awards, and
Best International Film at the

roommate Anu in a
coastal town. Featuring a stellar
cast that includes Kani Kus-
ruti, Divya Prabha, and Chhaya
Kadam, the film explores themes
of resilience and self-discovery.

Kapadia’s groundbreaking
achievement highlights the
growing recognition of Indian
cinema on the global stage, with
the Golden Globes celebrating
the diversity of international
storytelling.

SARBJIT SINGH

Cell: 818-402-0878

Sarbllt Smgh

CA Insurance Lic# 0779296

IRA FUNDING
* Retirement Funding

* Long Term Care Insurance
* Annuities Fixed" / Variable?,

Financial Services Professional

e Life Insurance (WholeLiie/Universal Life*/Variable Universal Life?)

* Estate Planning

* Funding for College using
Life Insurance

* Health Insurance®”

Be good at life.

(Member FINRA/SIPC),
New York Life
Insurance Company

Licensed Agent
Ph: 818-662-7520
Fax: 818-662-7695

Registered Representative for NYLIFE Securities LLC
A Licensed Insurance Agency and a New York Life Company

801 N. Brand Blvd, 14th Floor, Glendale, CA 91203
www.sarbjitsingh.com | sarbjitsingh@ft.newyorklife.com

*issued by New York Lifle Insurance and Annuity Corporasion (A Delaware Corporation) #Offered by NYLIFE Securities LLC. (member FINRA'SIPC)
**Products available through one or more camiers not affifabed with New'York Lifle, dependent on carier authorization and product availability in your state or localify
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MERIRY/ CH "MA\) a HAPE Nmf/ R

Services Offered:

« Snoring & Sleep Apnea Treatment ¢ White Fillings ¢ Oral Surgery

* Full Mouth Rehabilitation * Dentures * Crown, Bridges & Veneers
* Smile Makeovers e Gum Treatment °* Orthodontics ¢ Invisalign
* Implants for Loose Dentures * Root Canal * Zoom! (Teeth Whitening System)

We Accept all Insurance, Medi-Cal, Union Plans (/ /
. P . .
Dr. Harsimran Chadha 0% Financing Available E —

7205 Balboa Blvd,
Van Nuys, CA 91406.

Phone: (818) 997-3662

FREE WORKSHOP

Do you know the difference between...

* DBA

e LLC'S e S Corporation
* Partnerships ¢ C Corporation

/

* Payroll * Income Tax ¢ Bookkeeping

* Tax Return for Individual / Partnership / DBA / Corporation

SATISH TOMAR
KUMAR TAX & FINANCIAL SERVICES 818-349-9300

18118 Parthenia St. Northridge, CA 91325
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A House of Indian Traditional Sweets & Snack

AMBALA
Sweely & Snacks

Swad Jo Rahe
Hamesha Yaad

CF
DAHI BHALLE

All kinds of Punjabi,
Gujarati, South Indian

snacks, and Thali
| .

SWEETS: e Jalebi ¢ Boondi Laddu e Barfi (Kaju/Pista/Almond/Plain)

¢ Rasgulla ® Peda e Petha ¢ Amarti ¢ Cham Cham e Gulab Jamun
e Kalakand e Karachi Halwa e Milk Cake e Ras Malai ® Baalu Shahi

NAMKEEN: e Kaju Masala ® Dalmoth/Moong/Channa Chevda Mix e Sevian
e Mathi ¢ Gathia

18433 Pioneer Blvd, Artesia, CA 90701 - 562-402-0006.
www.ambalasweets.com

Tutoring - Test Prep - Consulting

Gurukul is a leading Tutoring and Test-Prep institute based in Artesia, California. We offer a wide range of
tutoring programs for your crucial Elementary, Middle and High School years. Be it a matter of GPA improve-
ment or taking a critical test like SAT, we cater to all your requirements. Our professional experienced staff
will leave no stone unturned in pursuit of your goals.

15’

h

o

[ECUCATION|

v BTN

COALE |

Sweets & Namkeen available for all occasions

§ T
Math, English, Sciences

We offer one of the most
comprehensive tutoring
programs available today.
Guaranteed improvement in
3-6 months for committed
students.

—

* Homework help

* Quiz/Test preparation

* Weekly grades monitoring and
corrective actions

* Additional practice drills & Online
practice tools

* Parallel common core course -
Math & English

WE HELD

3

ACHIEVE.
repatdtion |
PSAT SAT ACT SATIl AP

We offer a wide range of
comprehensive test prepara-
fion courses. Along with a
revision of the subject's funda-
mentals we will help you
un?erstond the tests inside
out.

* Free diagnostic test & in-depth
analysis

* Guidance for weak area
improvement

» Complete course coverage

» Comprehensive drills for all
sections

* Test-taking strategies
* Online practice tools
* Full-length practice tests

Now offering one-on-one online tutoring via zoom
Afterschool program available with pick up from select ABC district schools.
Free trial class and consulting. Call and reserve your spot today !

e i

CAREER \
A N
wALL 'E-: | FRESTS -

| y—— »
Consulting “

Counseling & College App

Selecting a career can be a
daunting task given the
number of options available
today. The counselors at
Gurukul can help you narrow
down and select the best
options which relate to your
interests, skills and goals and
are also aligned with your
academic capabilities

* Career guidance and selection

* High school roadmap

* College selection

* College application and essay
help

¢ Scholarship &, Financial
aid/FAFSA guidance

Gurukul Academy

Building a strong foundation

Y (209) 487-8585
info@t kul 17510 Pioneer Blvd. Ste 203
53 info@Irygurukul.com @ apesia, CA (90701)

@ www.trygurukul.com

Order online on our website -

www.ambalasweets.com

Monday - Sunday 11:00 am - 8:30 pm

Ul
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Smriti Mundhra's Documentary
On Capital Punishment

OSCARS SHORTLIST

DECEMBER 2024 - P35

‘Anuja’, Guneet Monga's Short
Film On Child Labor

India-West News Desk

India-West News Desk Monga, a trailblazer in Indian cinema,

LOS ANGELES, CA - In-
dian American filmmaker
Smriti Mundhra’s latest doc-
umentary short, I Am Ready,
Warden, has been shortlisted
for the 2025 Oscars. The
emotionally powerful film
delves into the harrowing
story of John Henry Ramirez,
a man convicted of murder
and sentenced to death in
Texas. The documentary
explores his final moments
before execution, shed-
ding light on the
psychological
and emotional
toll of capital
punishment.

I AM READY,
WARDEN

MTY DOCUMENTARY FILMS

Mundhra, who co-directed the project with Sami
Khan, expressed her deep gratitude in a Facebook
post, thanking everyone who supported the
film’s journey. She previously described the
project as the “toughest film” she has ever
made, noting the challenges of gaining
the trust of those involved and gaining
access to such a painful and intimate

time in their lives.
Mundhra is widely known for
creating Netflix’s popular series
Indian Matchmaking, which offers an inside look at the custom of matchmaking in Indian
cultures. Her directorial debut, A Suitable Girl, premiered at the 2017 Tribeca Film Festival
and earned her the Albert Maysles Prize for Best New Documentary Director.

Smriti Mundhra

marks her third Oscar nomination with
Anuja. Her previous productions, The
Elephant Whisperers and Period: End of
Sentence, won Oscars, solidifying her place

as a significant force in

LOS ANGELES, CA — India’s aspirations
for the 2025 Oscars now rest on Anuja, a
live-action short film produced by Guneet

bringing Indian stories to
the global stage.

The film, directed by
Graves, was developed in
collaboration with Salaam
Baalak Trust, an India-
based non-profit that
supports street children.
Founded by Dr. Praveen
Nair, the trust was in-
spired by Mira Nair’s film
Salaam Bombay!, which
exposed the harsh realities
of street life for chil-
dren in India. Pathan,
who portrays Anuja,
brings her personal
experiences to the
role, as she herself

Monga Kapoor, which has been shortlisted
in the prestigious Best Live-Action Short
Film category.

Anuja, co-produced by Monga, Adam J. | » resides in an SBT
Graves, and Suchitra Mattai, highlights the - '~ home, which
pressing issue of child labor in the garment M provides
industry. The film tells the poignant story ) . shelter
of a gifted 9-year-old girl, Anuja (played Guneet Monga Kapoor and edu-
by Sajda Pathan), who works in a garment  cation to girls who once lived on the streets.
factory in New Delhi. When given a rare Anuja also stars Nagesh Bhonsle, known
opportunity to attend school, she faces a  for his role in Hotel Mumbai, along with a
heart-wrenching decision that could shape  talented production team including Krushan
her future and that of her sister, Palak  Naik, Aaron Kopp, and Alexandra Blaney,
(Ananya Shanbhag). co-CEO of Shine Global.

HOME OWNER DISCOUNT

10% OFF =

Window Coverings ’ — -

FREE

167X16” Piliow

when you bring this
card to our showroom.

Mo purchase necessory,
* while supplies last.

Contact Sona Jansari: {800} 237-0366 | (714) 672-0787 [

333 South Brea Bivd, Brea CA 92821 | www.bwcinteriors.com
Hours: Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri: 10am - 6pm | Thurs, Sat & Sun: By Appointments only.

HunterDouglas &5

Alliance Dealer

interiors

Let one of our professional
designers help vou get the look you

always wanted at a price you love,
= Interior Design = Bedding
» Custom Draperies « Reupholstery
« Decorative Panels + Motorization
« Blinds » Shades « Shutters « Carpets

» Waterbed Sheets =« And More.
Also Serving
1 r.u.ﬂ*'.i.i Hotels, Restaurants,
hon g Commercial
Businesses

and Properties
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MANTRA

INDIAN CUISINE

PROUD TO
OFFER FULL

CATERING
SERIVICES

-MARRIOTT -HYATT .FAIRMONT .DOUBLE TREE
Please call Sumit: 909-496-6824

Onsite catering approved by most top
hotels in Inalnd Empire & Orange County

www.mantrarestaurants. o

712 N. Main 5t., 990 Ontario Mills Dr. Ste H 27645 Jefferson Ave, 10359 Magnolia Ave,
Corona, CA, 92880 Ontario, CA 91764. Temecula, CA 92590. Riverside, CA 92505.
(951) 739-9401 (909) 476-0205. (951) 506-1800 (951) 417-4539 '

# INTERNATIONAL
A A R

717 S Harbor Blvd, 638 El Camino Real, 10120 Indiana Ave

Fullerton, CA 92832, Tustin, CA 92780 Riverside, CA 92503
Ph: (714) 870-1242 Ph: (714) 832-4671 Ph: (951) 800-2008
Akshar Cash N Carry )
o INTERNATIONAL 23367 E Golden Springs Dr,  9520-B, Black Mountain Rd,  _Z/NS=Semn Anaheim,
INDIA BAZAAR Diamond Bar, CA 91765 San Diego, CA 92126 SOON CA
Ph: (909) 396-7411 Ph: (858) 689-2222
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Indian Grocery Store

AMBALA =!

CASH& CARRY .

e a-_

CASH & CARRY

18550 Pioneer Blvd.,
Artesia, CA 90701
Ph: (562) 860-9919

Yanbra

¢ KITCHENMN =

The e ||,.-.-..||. d Indian cusine
I

CATERING SPECIALIST
mesmerizes all vour senses and

plialing: ywitrilnate: bud iy A e s WE DO CATERING
Vi) (RS s R i i e . T ViV O
------  exotic Mavors T D S5 b FOR ALL OCCASIONS
WE ARE NOW OPEN - s : ey "x”\-"uddlng__l_t-‘s
FOR INSIDE AND OUTSIDE DINING W : Birthday Parties
TAKEOUT AND DELIVERY il Wi ' " Baby showers
18511 Pioneer Blvd 4 - I [oliday Parties
Artesia, CA 90701 _ AL, A Corporate Events

(562) 392-8097 Fundraisers & More..
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CLASSIFIEDS

POST YOUR CLASSIFIED ADS‘
ON INDIAWEST.COM

Aﬂ

HELP WANTED

Office Assistant
We currently have an opening for
an Office Assistant position in our
Gardena, CA office. Basic Knowl-
edge of computer required, Please
contact us at 310-538-2200.

Product Research in Glendale,

Los Angeles, CA - Earn $170

Join an onsite study in Glendale,
Los Angeles and earn $170 for a
two-hour session. We are look-
ing for participants aged between
18 and 75 to carry out tasks on a
wearable device and answer survey
questions. No experience or skills
required. Register:

https://silverheels-b66de.web.
app/registration-form?source=3

Insurance & Financial Agent
Positions Available

Financial firm training agents as
independent contractors to help
clients with Savings, Retirement
and Insurance planning. Ideal can-
didates should be self-driven, ambi-
tious and have a desire to positively
impact families through education.
No experience required. Flexible
schedules available. For inquiries,
contact Frank at 714-331-9466/
positions.fsc@gmail.com

MOTEL HELP WANTED

Urgently looking for a front desk
agent for our Hurricane Utah Ho-
tel. Prefer knowledge of Sky Touch
PMS. Training and accommodation
will be provided.

Contact Anita 8182727399 or
sunita26.devi@gmail.com

Motel Overnight Front Desk Agent
Looking for Front Desk Agent
to work overnight shift at Motel.
Previous experience in Hotel/Mo-
tel Front Desk required. Must be
authorized to work in USA. English
fluency required. Must be able to
commute to Motel located in Buena
Park, CA, near Knott\’s Berry Farm.
Send resumes to
gm-buenapark@goodnite.com

Motel Manager (preferably a
couple) in South Lake Tahoe, CA
Looking for an experienced Full
Time Motel Manager (preferably a
couple) in South Lake Tahoe, CA to
oversee daily operations, plan and
supervise the activities to ensure the
smooth and profitable running of
the business. Should have a strong
understanding of customer ser-
vice, leadership, and management
principles, with a strategic mindset
and excellent problem-solving

capabilities. The goal is to enhance
customer satisfaction, meet sales
and profitability goals, and manage
staff effectively. Computer Skills
required. 1 Bedroom/Living Room/
Full Bathroom/Full Kitchen pro-
vided and is accessible from office.
Please call: 510.432.4612

Resident Manager Single Want-
ed, LOS ANGELES AREA, Cali-
fornia, USA.
Franchise hotel experience re-
quired, 3-5 years experience re-
quired, strong English, writing and
speaking mandatory. Excellent
customer service skills, Accommo-
dation provided for 1-2 person only.

Email: Imtheguy1o@aol.com

Lake Tahoe, CA. Position is located
in resort town surrounded by vaca-
tion properties. Ideal candidate
Must have good English and com-
puter skills. Previous experience
in motel industry highly desirable
but not must. Must be willing to
multitask. We will train new candi-
date. Accommodation suitable for a
couple or small family.

Contact: 530-318-8706

Live In Motel Managers (A Couple)
Wanted, Documentation To Work
Required, Couples wanted, Well
Spoken, - Santa Barbara, Ca
Wanted Resident Motel Managers
for a 33 unit motel in Santa Bar-
bara, California. Prior experience
required. Strong English reading,
writing, and speaking mandatory.
TEXT or Call 805-377-1645 and

send resume as well

Motel Resident Manager Wanted

A South Lake Tahoe, CA based 20
unit privately owned motel requires
full time resident manager. - 20
units easy to run. - Competitive pay
- Manager’s 2-bedroom apartment
Please call 714-322-5024

I'm looking for WORK

We are a couple with a family
and have experience as front desk
resident managers of independent
and franchise motels. We also have
legal status. We can move to the Bay
Area and California right now! Text
me please! Contact: 279-667-9401.

Resident Front Desk and Motel
Manager in South Lake Tahoe, CA
Hiring Resident Front Desk and
Motel Manager in beautiful South

Live In Motel Managers (A
Couple) Wanted $6200 a month,
Documentation To Work Re-
quired, Couples Only, Well Spo-
ken, - Santa Barbara, Ca -

Wanted Resident Motel Manag-
ers for a 22 unit motel in Santa

Barbara, California. Prior expe-
rience required. Strong English
reading, writing, and speak-
ing mandatory. One small bed-
room unit for managers. $6200
a month. No single people, no
student visa, and no cash pay-
ment. Should also be able to
help with light maintenance and
housekeeping as needed. TEXT or
Call 805-407-2299

Resident Manager Couple
Resident Manager Couple wanted
for hotel in Central California. Pre-
vious experience required. Accom-
modation provided. Email resume
to hoteljobspro@gmail.com.

FOR SALE

Motel for Lease to Purchase

Rare opportunity for lease to buy;
21 unit motel in Southern California
in tourist town. Email for details.
Hotellease123@gmail.com

FOR RENT

SINGLE ROOM IN SINGLE FAM-
ILY HOUSE IN CERRITOS, CA.
$1,100 RENT, SECURITY DE-
POSIT PLUS 1/3 UTILITIES PER
MONTH. 3 BEDROOM HOUSE.
PLEASE CALL 714-878-7626.

HIMALAYAN VEDIC ASTROLOGY

SOLUTIONS FOR ALL YOUR PROBLEMS

Achara

Santa Prasad Shastri

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri is a renownedyHimalayan Vedic Astrologer
based in California. He started his Vedic astrological education at the'age of

* Job problems
* Business Problems
* Financial'Probléms

* Careerissues
¥ CourtCases

* Health Problems

8 and went through 19 years of rigorous education‘and training at Maharishi

Vedic Gurukul, New Delhi, India. He hasimore than 40 years of experience in
Vedic Astrology. He is also a Teacherjof the-transcendental meditation &

yoga. He is a master of four vedas (Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda and
Atharveda). He is a specialist for all kind$ of Vedicifagyas and Pujas.

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri can solve all yourproblems through Vedic

Astrology. Contact today for a free consultation®

* Pujas, Havans andiRitual§
* Horoscope reading

W Palm &Face reading

W Gemstones

¥ info@himalayanvedicastrology.com

¥ Immigration/Green Gard

WE CAN HELP WITH

SPECIALPUJASEOR

W Kaal saxpa-doéha
* Mangaldosha

* Marriage problems

&} (© +1(310) 486-7608

¢ Relationship issues
¥ Marriage/Divorce
* Career problems

* Health issues
Y Family issues

¥ Financial problems

W Stress/Depression

3 Enlightenment with-(TM) Transcendental Meditation

@ www.himalayanvedicastrology.com

@ 18002 Devlin Ave Artesia, CA 90701




INDIA WEST DECEMBER 2024 — P39

Comtfort Care
HOSPICE

Do you know someone who is suffering from a progressive illness?

We would like to help

Nursing Care |
(24 hour/7 days a week on-call medical assistance %\ _\ »
available) y .

Medical Equipment & Personal Care Items
(Oxygen, Hospital Bed, Rollator, WheelChair, Hoyer Lift,
Gloves, Nebulizer, Adult Pull-ups/Diapers, Wipes, etc.)

Regular Pharmacy & Medication Delivery
(Same day delivery at your doorstep)

Certified Home Health Aides
(Skilled professionals in personal care,
including bathing and grooming)

Call or text
Ashok Vaza at
(562) 569-6384
for any questions,
consultations,
or referrals
or Email us at
ronak.vaza@cc-hospice.com

S

R;makVaza

Feel free to visit our website at www.cc-hospice.com
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