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LA Consulate Marks Gandhi Jayanti
India-West News Desk

LOS ANGELES, CA – The Con-
sulate General of India, Los Ange-
les, led a series of commemorative 
and community programs across 
Southern California and Nevada, 
with two events in the Los An-
geles area marking the birth an-
niversaries of Mahatma Gandhi 
and former Prime Minister Lal 
Bahadur Shastri and reinforcing 
the Consulate’s engagement with 
the Indian diaspora.

The Gandhi Jayanti observances 
were held in Los Angeles on Octo-
ber 2, with a morning program in 
Pacific Palisades and an evening 

commemoration and community 
interaction in Cerritos.

Consul General Dr. K. J. Srini-
vasa led both programs, paying 
tribute to Gandhi’s legacy while 
also referencing Shastri’s message 
of “Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan.”

Self-Realization Fellowship
In the morning, the Consulate 

held a program in collaboration 
with Self-Realization Fellowship 
at the SRF Lake Shrine, where 
participants paid floral tributes at 
the Mahatma Gandhi World Peace 
Memorial. The memorial contains 
a portion of Gandhi’s ashes, which 
Paramahansa Yogananda had en-
shrined there.

‘Gondhal’ Selected As 
India’s Oscars Entry

Congress Raises Alarm Over Heart 
Disease Risk Among South Asians
WASHINGTON, DC-A bipar-

tisan group of US lawmakers has 
reintroduced legislation seeking 
more federal research, public 
awareness, and culturally appro-
priate programs to address the 
disproportionately high incidence 
of heart disease among  South 
Asian Americans.

Representatives Pramila Jayapal 
(D-WA) and Joe Wilson (R-SC), 
along with Senator Cory Booker(D-
NJ), introduced the South Asian  
Heart Health Awareness and 
Research Act. The measure would 
authorize the US  health secretary 
to provide grants to states for 
programs focused on communi-

ties disproportionately affected by 
cardiovascular disease.

“As the first South Asian Ameri-
can woman ever elected to the 
House of Representatives, I’m 
fully committed to increasing un-

derstanding of 
h e a r t  d i s -
ease and the 
unique risk 
factors in the 
South Asian 
community 
while ensur-
ing that al l 
those living 
w i t h  i t  g e t 
the resources, 

treatment, and support they need,” 
Jayapal said.

“Heart disease has been the 
leading cause of death for over a 
century, and it is even more dire 

Tragedy: CA Woman Was Killed After Months Of Harassment

MUMBAI-Marathi-language 
film ‘Gondhal’ has been selected 
by the Film Federation of India 

as India’s official entry for the 
99th Academy Awards. The Film 

SACRAMENTO, CA – Shalini 
Thakur, 38, who was fatally shot 
outside her California workplace 
on September 8, had obtained 
a restraining order against the 
man accused of killing her after 
months of alleged stalking, ha-
rassment and threats, according 
to court records and the Sacra-
mento County Sheriff’s Office.

Her funeral, was held on Sep-
tember 14. She was the only child 
of her mother Sudesh Kumari.

Thakur was being dropped off 
at work at a shopping plaza when 

22-year-old Rohit ap-
proached and confronted 
her, authorities said. She 
tried to flee, but Rohit 
allegedly chased her and 
shot her several times. 
After she fell, he shot her 
in the head at close range, 
the sheriff’s office said.

Rohit fled and was 
located about seven min-
utes later on eastbound 
Highway 50 near Watt 
Avenue with the help of 
Flock camera. He died 

by suicide during 
a standoff with 
deputies, authori-
ties said.

A restraining-
order filing shows 
that Thakur had 
reported an esca-
lating pattern of be-
havior that began 
around September 
2025. She knew 
R o h i t  t h r o u g h 
DoorDash pickups 
from her workplace 

and said he increasingly showed up 
at her home and waited for her.

Among the incidents described 
in the filing, Rohit deflated her 
vehicle’s tires and placed an Apple 
AirTag beneath her car’s hood to 
track her location.

Authorities also said Rohit alleg-
edly obtained a copy of Thakur’s 
apartment key and entered her 
home while she was sleeping. He 
reportedly told her afterward that 
he had been worried about her 
because she had not answered him.
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हम� कैिलफ़ो�नया स ेमोह�त ह,ै और 
	 न हो? 

 आपन ेइस �टे को बनान ेम� मदद की ह—ै अपना देश छोड़कर, 
अपन	 को छोड़कर, और अपन	 के बहेतरीन ­ज़दगी के िलए। 

60 देश	 के लोग एक �टे म� – यह फूल	 का गलुद�ा , जहा ँहर 
एक फूल अपन ेरंग और �शब ूस ेइस जगह को महका देता ह ै- 
वहा ँउनकी िहफ़ाज़त भी ज़�री ह।ै 

आपको चािहय ेथोड़ा सा �ार, थोड़ा देखभाल --एक च�िपयन की, 

	िक हर कैिलफ़ो�नया-वासी को कारगर ¢ा£ सवेा िमलनी 
चािहय।े 

आपको अपन ेया अपन ेब¥	 के ¢ा£ म� चनुना न पड़,े या िफर 
अपनी ज़�री आव¦कता§ को दबाना न पड़,े इसी िलए हम 
आपकी वकालत कत ̈ह�। हम सौदा कत ̈ह� तािक आपको बहेतर 
¢ा£ सवेा िमल सके। 

हम ¢ा£ बीमा कंपनी नहª ह�। हम इसम� आपके िलए ह�।

Ganesh Festival Brings 
Thousands To San Ramon In 

Celebration Of Faith And Culture

India-West  News Desk

SAN RAMON, CA – More than 25,000 
visitors and devotees attended the Bay Area’s 
Grand Ganesh Festival at Bishop Ranch City 
Center in San Ramon on September 19, bring-
ing together families for prayers, cultural 
programs, food, shopping and other activities.

Held under the theme “East Bay Ka Raja,” 
the festival featured a 12-foot Ganesha 
idol and a series of devotional programs, 
including the Ganesha Pratishthapana and 
sahasra aarti.

It was open throughout the day, with 
families and visitors arriving steadily to of-
fer prayers. The evening program included a 
grand performance by Spartans Grand Dhol 
Tasha, followed by the Pallaki Seva proces-

sion and Ganesh 
Visarjan.

The festival 
a l so  featured 
c u l t u r a l  p e r -
formances, in-
cluding classical 
dance, devotion-
al music, Ganesh 
Vandana, bha-
jans and Mangal 
Geet. Children 
took part in an 
arts and activity 
zone as well as a 

Ganesha art competition.
Food and shopping vendors were also part 

of the event, with organizers saying par-
ticipating businesses saw strong customer 
engagement during the festival.

Several elected officials and community 
leaders attended the gathering, including 
San Ramon Vice Mayor Merisol Rubio, BART 
Board of Directors President Melissa Hernan-
dez, Dublin Mayor Sherry Hu, Pleasanton 
Mayor Jack Balch, San Ramon Councilmem-
bers Sridhar Verose and Richard Adler, and 
Dublin Councilmember John Morada.

Organizers credited Bishop Ranch/City 
Center, the City of San Ramon, sponsors, 
vendors, performers, volunteers, public 
safety teams, civic partners and community 
organizations for supporting the event.

Jains Across North 
America Mark Paryushan
India -West  News Desk

LOS ANGELES, CA – Jain commu-
n i t i e s  a c r o s s 
North America 
observed Pary-
ushan Parv and 
D a s  L a k s h a n 
P a r v ,  i m p o r -
tant periods in 
the Jain calen-
dar marked by 
prayer, reflec-
tion, self-disci-
pline and for-
giveness.

Paryushan is 
observed for eight days by the Shwetambar 
Jain community, while the Digambar com-
munity observes Das Lakshan Parv for 10 
days.

More than 70 Jain centers across North 
America marked Paryushan with prayers, 
ceremonies, spiritual talks, meditation, 
Bhavna and Tapsya, including fasting and 
other forms of self-discipline.

The observance concluded with Tapsvi 
Bahuman, honoring those who completed 
extended fasts, followed by Parna, the tra-
ditional breaking of the fast.

Young Jains also participated in this year’s 
observances. Members of Young Jains of 
America undertook personal Niyams, or 
commitments, and took part in fasting, 

prayer, meditation and other spiritual prac-
tices while continuing with school, college, 
work and daily activities.

“Paryushan gives us a chance to pause and 
reflect on how we live our lives,” said Atul 
Shah of Chicago, president of JAINA. “At 
its heart, it is about becoming better human 
beings. It was especially encouraging to see 
so many young people embrace these values 
in their own way.”

Samvatsari, the final day of Paryushan, 
is dedicated to seeking forgiveness for any 
harm caused through thoughts, words or 
actions.

Jains traditionally say “Micchami Duk-
kadam,” asking forgiveness for their mis-
takes.

The observance also centers on Jain 
principles including Ahimsa, compassion, 
forgiveness and respect for all living beings.
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Voice of the Indian American Community

By Dr. K. J. SRINIVASA, Consul General of India, Los Angeles

When we gather 
on October 2 to cele-
brate Gandhiji or Lal 
Bahadur Shashtriji, 
they are much more 
than commemorative 
events: They provide 
an opportunity to 
reflect upon the val-
ues that have shaped 
modern India and 
continue to inspire 
Indians and people of 
Indian origin across 
the world.

Mahatma Gandhi 
occupies a unique 
place in India’s history and in the 
moral imagination of the world. 
His greatest contribution was not 
merely to India’s freedom struggle, 
but to demonstrate that truth, non-
violence, self-discipline and moral 
courage can become instruments of 
social and political transformation.

Gandhiji reminded us that “My 
life is my message.” His message 
therefore was not confined to 
speeches or writings. It was em-
bodied in the manner in which he 
lived, led and engaged with people.

His philosophy also resonates 
deeply here in the United States. 
From the American civil rights 
movement to movements for social 
justice across the world, Gandhi’s 
ideas have travelled far beyond 
India’s shores. His insistence on 
dignity, equality and peaceful 
democratic action continues to 
have universal relevance.

The United States and India are 
both vibrant, diverse democracies. 
Our societies are united by a deep 
respect for individual dignity, plu-
ralism, democratic institutions and 
the rule of law. These shared values 
provide a strong foundation for the 
expanding India–US Comprehen-
sive Global Strategic Partnership.

And here in Southern California, 
those connections are particularly 
visible. The Indian-American com-
munity has become an important 
bridge between our two countries 
— contributing to business and 

Gandhi Jayanti Isn’t Just About History 
But A Blueprint For Inspired Living

technology, medicine 
and education, sci-
ence and innovation, 
entertainment and 
the arts, philanthro-
py and public service.

As the first Consul 
General of India in 
Los Angeles, I have 
had the privilege of 
witnessing this ex-
traordinary energy 
across Southern Cali-
fornia, Arizona, Ne-
vada and New Mexico. 
The new Consulate 
has been established 

with a very clear purpose: to bring 
India closer to our diaspora, to 
strengthen people-to-people con-
nections and to build new bridges 
between our two countries.

We want the Consulate to be 
not merely an office that provides 
consular services, but a platform for 
partnership — connecting Indian 
and American businesses, univer-
sities, entrepreneurs, investors, re-
searchers, artists and young people.

Los Angeles itself offers extraor-
dinary opportunities. It is a global 
centre for technology, entertain-
ment, innovation, finance and en-
trepreneurship. We see enormous 
potential for an India–Hollywood 
corridor, stronger technology and 
startup partnerships, greater in-
vestment flows, and deeper educa-
tional and research collaboration.

The Indian diaspora can play a 
catalytic role in each of these areas.

Gandhiji’s idea of Sarvodaya — 
the welfare and progress of all — also 
reminds us that development must 
ultimately translate into greater hu-
man opportunity and dignity.

It is therefore fitting that on this 
day we also remember another great 
son of India, Lal Bahadur Shastri.

Shastriji represented a different 
but equally profound dimension 
of India’s national character — 
simplicity, integrity, humility and 
unwavering commitment to public 
service. His immortal call of “Jai 
Jawan, Jai Kisan” recognised the in-

dispensable contribution of India’s 
soldiers and farmers at a crucial 
moment in our nation’s journey.

His life demonstrated that lead-
ership does not require grandeur. 
Sometimes its greatest strength 
lies in simplicity, personal integrity 
and a deep sense of responsibility 
towards the nation.

Gandhiji and Shastriji, though be-
longing to different generations and 
occupying different roles in India’s 
history, shared a common belief: 
that public life must ultimately be 
about service to society and respon-
sibility towards the nation.

Their legacies are particularly 
meaningful for the younger genera-
tion of Indian-Americans. Our young 
people inherit a remarkable heritage, 
but they also have the opportunity to 
shape the next chapter of India–US 
relations — through innovation, 
entrepreneurship, public service, sci-
entific discovery, cultural exchange 
and community leadership.

Let us therefore remember that 
commemorating Gandhi is not 
simply about remembering the 
past. It is about asking ourselves 
how we can translate his values 
into action in the present.

Let us reaffirm our commitment 
to truth in public life, respect for 
diversity, peaceful dialogue, service 
to society and compassion for those 
around us. And let us continue to 
strengthen the bridge between In-
dia and the United States — a bridge 
built not only by governments, but 
by millions of people whose lives, 
families, ideas and aspirations 
connect our two great democracies.

May the ideals of Mahatma 
Gandhi continue to inspire us to 
pursue truth and peace, and may 
the example of Lal Bahadur Shastri 
inspire us to lead with humility, 
integrity and service.

“स�यमेव जयते” — 
Truth alone triumphs.
And as we move forward togeth-

er, may the friendship between In-
dia and the United States continue 
to grow from strength to strength.

Jai Hind!

Huge Spike: 500,000+ Anti-
South Asian Hate Posts In 

18 Months Documented
India-West  News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC – A 
sharp rise in online 
hostility toward  
South Asian com-
munities is being 
driven by immi-
gration rheto-
ric, economic 
resentment, 
and digital am-
plification, ac-
cording to a re-
port released by the 
Center for the Study of 
Organized Hate (CSOH).

Titled ‘The Rising Tide of Anti-
South Asian Hate in the United 
States,’ the study tracked online 
harassment targeting Indian, 
Pakistani, Bangladeshi, and other 
South Asian groups across X, 
4chan, 8chan, and Gab.

A Dramatic Surge Across Social 
Platforms

Researchers identified more 
than 500,000 anti-South Asian 
hate posts on X between January 
2025 and June 2026, with monthly 
volume surging 75 per cent over 
the 18-month span. In 2025 alone, 
X recorded 328,747 such posts-a 
60 per cent jump from the previ-
ous year. On fringe platforms, 
researchers logged nearly 400,000 
hateful mentions in 2025, with 
over 90 per cent originating on 
4chan.

Slurs, Tropes, Harassment

Immigration discourse and the 
H-1B visa program featured heav-
ily in the findings. About 45 per 
cent of the posts analyzed on X 
depicted  South Asians as “invad-
ers,” job thieves, or demographic 
threats. Racial slurs and dehuman-
izing tropes were widespread; the 
slur “pajeet” appeared in roughly 
30 per cent of the X posts exam-
ined and 45 per cent of mentions 
on fringe sites. Hygiene-based ha-
rassment proved to be the fastest-
growing category on X, leaping 171 

per cent during the study window.
The report also detailed how gen-

erative AI tools are being deployed 
to produce racist caricatures that 
frame South Asians as criminals, 
scammers, or predatory threats.

Core Drivers of the Backlash

CSOH highlighted six main 
drivers behind the trend: official 
policy and rhetoric, xenophobic 
nationalism, racial hostility, high-
profile political visibility, economic 
anxiety, and algorithmic amplifica-
tion. The attacks frequently crossed 
religious lines, targeting Hindus, 
Muslims, and Sikhs alike.

Escalating into Real-World 
Violence

Crucially, researchers warned 
that digital vitriol is translating 
into real-world harm. The report 
documented instances of doxxing, 
filmed workplace confrontations, 
and physical violence -including 
the July 2026 hate-crime stabbing 
of an Indian Muslim mall employee 
in Utah and the September 2026 
stabbing of a Sikh truck driver in 
Wyoming.

“Online and offline hostility 
reinforce each other,” the authors 
noted, as hateful narratives move 
fluidly from social media into po-
litical rhetoric and everyday life.

For detailed report: https://
www.csohate.org/
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Ad paid for by No on 39 - Block Election Rigging sponsored by nurses, teachers, and nonprofit labor and community health clinic 
organizations. Ad Committee’s Top Funders

California Democratic Party
Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria

SEIU California State Council
Funding Details At www.fppc.ca.gov.

PROPOSITION 39 IS AN ATTACK
ON OUR RIGHTS & A DANGER
TO OUR PRIVACY.

LEARN MORE AT NOONCAPROP39.COM
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Direct Line: 714-626-2023 • Cell: 714-335-9048
Email: jrshah@pacbell.net

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

INTERIOR DESIGNER

SERVICES AVAILABLE
• Total Remodeling with Designing &   
  Decorating
• Custom Furniture
• Mural painting and lighting
• Full line of landscaping including         
  Pool, Spa,Gazebo and BBQ.
• Hotel/Motel/Restaurant Remodeling 
  and decorating

Email: rjinteriors@yahoo.com
Cell: (714) 335-8240

Brings Your Dream Come True

WE would help you to examine your RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL real estate portfolio and 
maximize your cashfl ow and appreciation including 1031 Tax deferred exchanges.

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, 
BUSINESS/INVESTMENT PROPERTIES & 

1031 TAX DEFERRED EXCHANGE EXPERT

714-335-9048

Jigar (JR) Shah, MBA
License# 01116918

Please call JR for information of 
COVID 19 on Real Estate

Commercial

Residential
•  5 BD plus Loft 3 BA Highly Upgraded home in Eastvale
•  4 BD 3 BA home in Buena Park
•  4 BD 2.5BA townhome in Anaheim Hills 
•  5 BD 5.5 BA home for Sale in Yorba Linda CA
•  Huge Parcel of Land 530+ Acres O� ering endless   
   opportunities to develop - FOR SALE

•  4 Bank of America buildings for Sale
•  8 Unit apartment for Sale in Moreno Valley CA
•  A Shopping Center for Sale in Yuba City
•  A fully approved 3/4 acre fl at lot in Carmichael
•  Buyers looking for Manufacturing and 
   Non manufacturing companies.
•  4 Units Apartment for Sale in Moreno Valley
•  52 Units Single Story Apartment units for Sale in Hemet.

Rashmi ShahRashmi Shah
USA graduate Interior Designer

SOLD

SOLD
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 Students Discuss Diplomacy, 
Books With Lakshmi Puri

India-West News Desk

ORANGE, CA – Southern Cali-
fornia high school students took 
center stage in a September 23 con-
versation with former United Na-
tions Assistant Secretary-General 
Lakshmi Puri, using the gathering 
to explore diplomacy, advocacy, 
women’s rights and the role of 
young people in public service.

The program was organized by 
the Youth Civics Think Tank, a 
youth-led organization founded by 
Cerritos High School senior Eshan 
Patil. Aparna Hande was also a 
primary organizer and helped 
coordinate the program held at 
Tandoor restaurant, her.

Puri, who served as UN Assis-
tant Secretary-General and Deputy 
Executive Director of UN Women, 
spoke with Patil and Saivi Sodhi, 
a junior at Fairmont Preparatory 
Academy and a member of the 
YCTT team. Their conversation 
focused on how diplomacy and ad-
vocacy operate in practice, Puri’s 
work on women’s empowerment 
and her advice for students inter-
ested in public service.

Dr. K. J. Srinivasa, the inaugural 
Consul General of India in Los 
Angeles, attended the program as 

guest of honor and addressed the 
gathering. La Palma Mayor Nitesh 
Patel, an advisor to YCTT, also par-
ticipated and honored Puri, while 
Artesia Councilmember Zeel Ahir 
was among the civic and commu-
nity leaders in attendance.

In the fireside conversation 
with Puri, she discussed her novel 
‘Swallowing the Sun,’ including 
its inspiration, themes, charac-
ters and exploration of women’s 
lives and social change. The  book 
draws partly on the author’s fam-
ily history, including the lives of 
her parents, whom she described 
as feminists ahead of their time. 
The title comes from a verse by 
saint-poet Muktabai, whose imag-
ery of seemingly impossible feats 
became, Puri said, a source for the 

UCLA Names P. 
Mukund Alum Of 2026

India-West News Desk

LOS ANGELES, CA -Mukund 
Padmanabhan, an engineer and 
researcher who has also worked 
in quantitative finance, has been 
named the 2026 Alum of the Year 
by the UCLA Samueli School of 
Engineering.

Born and raised in India, Pad-
manabhan earned his master’s 
and doctoral degrees in electrical 
engineering from UCLA in 1989 
and 1992, respectively. The award 
is the school’s highest honor and 
recognizes his work as an engineer 
and researcher, along with his 
philanthropic support for social 
and educational programs in the 
United States and India.

His ties to UCLA have continued 

through both service 
and philanthropy. A 
member of the UCLA 
S a m u e l i  D e a n ’ s 
Executive Board, 
Padmanabhan has 
supported the en-
gineering school in 
several ways.

H i s  c o n t r i b u -
tions helped fund 
the construction of 
the Engineering VI 
building, including a 

systems scaling laboratory named 
in his honor that houses one of the 
world’s leading groups in semicon-
ductor research.

He has also made several gifts 
to UCLA’s Electrical and Com-
puter Engineering Department, 
including funding for four en-
dowed faculty term chairs in 
plasma physics, neuroengineering 
and cyber-physical systems. His 
support also includes three en-
dowed graduate fellowships and 
an endowment for undergraduate 
scholarships.

Through his Guru Krupa Foun-
dation, Padmanabhan has sup-
ported initiatives in education, 
social welfare, culture and envi-
ronmental conservation in the 
United States and India.

novel’s underlying belief in human 
possibility. The book is headed for 
a multi-season web adaptation. 
The event combined the youth-led 
civic discussion with the literary 
program along with recognition of 
Southern California based authors.

“A major part of our work is mak-
ing civic institutions feel genuinely 
accessible to students who might 
not normally see themselves repre-
sented in these spaces,” Patil said. 
“Representation matters, but access 
matters just as much, and young 
people need real opportunities to 
participate and speak their minds.”

YCTT members including Om-
kar Siddeswaran and Aditya Ko-
maragiri are all part of the group 
trying to advance the organiza-
tion’s youth-led approach.
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Dear Cerritos Neighbor, 

Like you, I am concerned about the rising cost of living, recent water rate increases, and 
the financial challenges facing our city. That is why I have decided to step up and run 
for Cerritos City Council on March 2nd 2027. For more than two decades, I have built 
my career helping businesses grow, creating jobs, managing major projects, and making 
sound financial decisions. As a Vice President and Commercial Lending Officer at Wallis 
Bank in Cerritos, I helped establish the bank’s Cerritos branch, exceeded deposit goals, 
brought more than 50 new business accounts into our community, and helped finance 
local businesses and entrepreneurs. My experience, however, goes beyond banking and 
finance. I began my professional career as a mechanical engineer and earned a Bachelor 
of Science in Mechanical Engineering from the National Institute of Technology in India. 
I later earned my Master of Business Administration from Pepperdine University. The 
combination of engineering, financial, and management experience gives me a unique 
perspective on the current challenges facing Cerritos. For example, our city recently faced 
problems involving a damaged water well and the water pipes system. I recommended 
exploring a more targeted and cost-effective approach of replacing or refurbishing the 
affected valves rather than undertaking a much larger reconstruction of the system 
which would cost $81 Million. Unfortunately, my recommendation was ignored and now 
Cerritos residents’ water bills have doubled and future increases are planned. Residents 
deserve City Council Members who will ask tough questions, carefully examine the 
numbers, consider alternatives, and make decisions based on what provides the greatest 
value to our community. Together, we can keep Cerritos safe, financially strong, well 
maintained, and a community we are proud to call home. I respectfully ask for your 
support, and your vote for Cerritos City Council in 2027. 
If there are any questions, please call me at 562-274-3210.

Pat Patnaik
City of Cerritos 

Patnaik to run for City of Cerritos elections in March 2027

Several Hundred Join LA Consulate’s Viksit Bharat Run
India-West  News Desk

LOS ANGELES, CA – Nearly 
300 people took part in the Viksit 
Bharat Run 2026 at Don Knabe 
Community Regional Park, orga-
nized by the Consulate General of 
India, Los Angeles, in association 
with the United Indian Associa-
tions of Southern California.

The event drew children, youth, 
adults and senior citizens from 
across the Southern California In-
dian American community. Consul 
General Dr. K. J. Srinivasa inaugu-
rated the run and joined partici-
pants, interacting with community 
members throughout the event.

Addressing the gathering, Srini-

vasa highlighted the Government of 
India’s vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 
and Samarth Bharat, saying India’s 
development also depends on the 
participation and contributions of 
Indians and people of Indian origin 

people, cultural, educational and 
economic engagement.

Participating community orga-
nizations included IALA, GOPIO, 
Santan Bengali Society, Los Ange-
les Hindu Temple, SMAP, Maha-
rashtra Mandal LA, AIKOOTAN, 
NFIA, Step2Step, IASA and OBJP.

Awards were presented to par-
ticipants in the Under-16, Adult 
and Senior categories. Community 
leaders were also recognized for 
their contributions to the Indian 
American diaspora.

The event concluded with con-
tinued interaction between the 
Consul General, participants and 
representatives of participating 
community organizations.

around the world. He urged young 
Indian Americans to stay connected 
with India and use their education, 
talent and ideas to contribute as in-
novators, entrepreneurs and leaders.

Srinivasa also spoke about the 

growing ties between India and 
Southern California, including the 
sister-city partnership between 
Mumbai and Los Angeles. He said 
the relationship could provide op-
portunities for greater people-to-

Cal State Researcher Gets NASA Grant For Growing Veggies In Space
India-West  News Desk

NORTHRIDGE, CA – Chhandak 
Basu, a biology professor at Califor-
nia State University, Northridge, 
has received $700,000 in NASA  
grants to study how plants and 
microbes survive under conditions 
that resemble those found in space.

Basu’s latest  grant, worth 
$400,000, will focus on leafy 
vegetables and how they respond 
to microgravity combined with 
drought-like conditions. The award 
follows a $300,000 NASA grant 

for his research on Halobacterium 
salinarum, a salt-tolerant microbe 
that can survive exposure to ultra-
violet light, heavy metals and high 
salt concentrations.

His new project turns to plants, 
with researchers studying how leafy 
greens grow in microgravity and un-
der the dry conditions that could be 
encountered on the moon or Mars.

Basu is collaborating with sci-
entists at NASA’s Ames Research 
Center in Silicon Valley, including 
Craig Everroad, a co-investigator 
on the project. The team will also 

study microbes that grow around 
the roots of plants cultivated in 
simulated lunar and Martian soils.

To simulate the effects of mi-
crogravity, the researchers will 
use a clinostat, a rotating device 
that alters how plants experience 
gravity. Basu will work with two 
to three CSUN students and NASA 
scientists to study how plants re-
spond when their normal sense of 
gravity is disrupted.

Basu said fresh vegetables could 
give astronauts another food op-
tion during space missions. He also 

pointed to the potential benefit of 
caring for plants in the enclosed 
environment of a space station, 
where astronauts live away from 
family and friends.

Born to a family of professors in 
Kolkata, Basu received a bachelor’s 
degree in agricultural sciences from 
B.C.K.V. (Agricultural University) 
in West Bengal. He then earned 
a Master of Science in agronomy 
from Montana State University 
and a Doctor of Philosophy in 
environmental sciences from the 
University of Rhode Island. 
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Contd. on P10

Internal investment; External impact
Aho Gurudev celebrates Six Decades of 

Pujya Gurudevshri Rakeshji’s Life and Work

60th Birth Anniversary of Pujya Gurudevshri Rakeshji, 
celebrates not just one Life, but the many Lives Transformed 

The Jio World Convention Centre 
became a meeting point for the world 
on September 25th-26th 2026, as Shri-
mad Rajchandra Mission Dharampur 
hosted Aho Gurudev – 60 Years of an 
Enlightened Existence. The celebration 
honored the 60th birth anniversary of 
Pujya Gurudevshri Rakeshji, a globally 
revered Spiritual Master, Humanitar-
ian and Ardent Devotee of Shrimad 
Rajchandraji.  

This two-day gathering brought 
together revered spiritual figures in-
cluding: Pujya Morari Bapu, Pujya 
Anandmurti Gurumaa, Swami 
Chidanand Saraswatiji, Swa-
mi Swaroopanandji, BK Sister 
Shivani, Sadhvi Bhagwati Saras-
wati and Bhiku Sanghasenaji. 

Other distinguished guests in-
cluded Mangal Prabhat Lodha, 
Cabinet Minister, Government 
of Maharashtra; Padma Vib-
hushan N. R. Narayana Murthy, 
Founder & Chairman Emeritus 
of Infosys; Padma Bhushan 
N. Chandrasekaran, Chair-
man, Tata Sons; Lt. Gen. D. S. 
Kushwah, PVSM, AVSM, SM, 
GOC, Maharashtra, Gujarat & 
Goa Area; Padma Shri Hema 
Malini, Member of Parliament 
(Lok Sabha, Mathura); Padma 
Bhushan Deepak Parekh, For-

mer Chairman, HDFC; Padma Shri 
Dilip Shanghvi, Founder & Managing 
Director, Sun Pharmaceutical Indus-
tries; Padma Shri Sanjeev Kapoor, Culi-
nary Icon & Co-Founder, Wonderchef; 
Manoj Modi, Director, Reliance Retail 
& Reliance Jio; Vinod Adani, Promoter, 
Adani Group; Ashok Hinduja, Chair-
man, Hinduja Group; Ranbir Kapoor, 
Actor & Producer; Sudhir Mehta, 
Chairman Emeritus, Torrent Group; 
Sonam Kapoor Ahuja, Actor & Fash-
ion Entrepreneur; Nilesh Shah, MD, 
Kotak Mahindra AMC; Motilal Oswal, 
Co-Founder, Motilal Oswal Financial 
Services; and Madhukar Parekh, Chair-

man, Pidilite Industries. 
In addition, there were cor-

porate leaders, philanthropists, 
young volunteers and thousands 
of spiritual seekers from 214 cit-
ies and 24 countries across the 
world present. 

A striking highlight was the 
announcement of 60 new ini-
tiatives, split equally between 
Spiritual and Seva (service) 
projects. The scale of Seva was 
truly monumental, spanning 
across multiple projects, in-
cluding: Shrimad Rajchandra 
Sarvamangal Cancer Hospital; 
Shrimad Rajchandra Sarvaman-
gal Hospital and Medical college 
in Surendranagar; Shrimad 

A Galaxy of Saints, 
Stalwarts and Seekers 
from Six Continents 
Gathers; 60 Landmark 
Initiatives Announced

Launch of 60 new Love and Care centres for Seva

RELIGION
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Rajchandra Mental Health Initiative; 
60 new Shrimad Rajchandra Love and 
Care Centres; Multi-Specialty Mega 
Medical Camps as well as anemia and 
vision care camps across India reach-
ing 60 Million lives; a mega campus 
for animal care including 4 institu-
tions: Shrimad Rajchandra Animal 
Hospital, animal shelter, institute of 
veterinary science and Ahimsa Aware-
ness centre in Dharampur as well an 
Animal hospital in Malad; Shrimad 
Rajchandra DISHA- a free, AI-pow-
ered career guidance platform; Shri-
mad Rajchandra School for Special 
Needs Children, Mumbai; Shrimad 
Rajchandra Sarvamangal University 
for the rural India; Shrimad Rajchan-
dra Afforestation initiative and many 
other initiatives for women empower-
ment, community and environment.

For spiritual upliftment, several 
projects were unveiled, some of these 

Contd. from P9

60th Birth Anniversary, 60 Landmark Initiatives Announced

spoken languages-(six titles in 10 lan-
guages equaling 60 books); Pujya Gu-
rudevshri’s commentary of Shrimad 
Rajchandraji’s Magnum Opus Shri 
Atmasiddhi Shastra in 60 languages; 
and BEYOND, a visual biography of 
Pujya Gurudevshri Rakeshji. 

This event also brought the Sacred 
Atmarpit Diksha (renunciation) cer-

L to R - Ashok Hinduja, Hinduja Group; N. Chandrasekaran, Tata Sons; Actor Ranbir 
Kapoor; Manoj Modi, Reliance Retail & Reliance Jio - Launch ‘Beyond’ a visual 
Biography on Pujya Gurudevshri Rakeshji’s Life 11 young souls embark the path of Renunciation

emony where eleven young seekers 
took vows of Celibacy, committing their 
lives to a higher purpose. 

Across the program, Pujya Gurude-
vshri Rakeshji delivered three el-
evating discourses on ‘Choosing Con-
sciously’, ‘Renouncing Courageously’ 
and ‘Serving Compassionately’.

The celebration culminated with 

seekers immersing in ‘Aho Gurudev’, a 
spectacular musical tribute which illu-
minated Pujya Gurudevshri Rakeshji’s 
Life Journey.

With the first event held in Mumbai, 
“Aho Gurudev” is slated to move across 
India and then overseas, from Dubai 
and London to Toronto and cities 
across the US.

being: spiritual centers in Mumbai; 
new spaces within Shrimad Rajchan-
dra Ashram, such as: Shrimad Ra-
jchandra Wellness Center, solitude 
groves (Ekant Kutirs), and the Shri-
mad Rajchandra Museum; six new sat-
sang centers in South America; Pujya 
Gurudevshri’s discourses, books and 
meditations in 8 of the world’s most Contd. on P11

RELIGION
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Vinod Adani, Promoter Adani Group; Sudhir Mehta, Torrent Group; Actress Sonam Kapoor and 
others launch 6 SRMD Satsang centres across South America

Ranbir Kapoor accepting the token of love from the revered hands of Pujya Gurudevshri.

Contd. from P10

Padma Bhushan N. Chandrasekaran, 
Chairman, Tata Sons

“Gurudev Rakeshji, Pranam. Good evening to all of you. It is my great privilege and honor to 
be here on this historic occasion to celebrate the 60th year of Gurudev. I have now spent 40 years 
in the Tata Group. Our group, as many of you know, is more than 150 years old. We are built on 
strong values. These values—trust, character, discipline, perseverance, and hard work—are what 
build great individuals and great institutions.And that is why the work of Gurudev is so meaning-
ful. Through His teachings and His work with young people, these values and this sense of purpose 
are being shared with tens of thousands, hundreds of thousands, and millions of people. That is the 
impact Gurudev is having on this world. 

Key Quotes: 

“Respected Gurudev dear Rakeshji, my deepest salutations to this extraordinary individual, who 
represents for us all the godly attributes. The true measure of any spiritual tradition lies not just in 
its teachings, but in the compassion it inspires through action. And that is what we saw today, the 
demonstration of these wonderful 60 initiatives. India’s future cannot be determined by technology 
and infrastructure alone. It’s destiny will ultimately be shaped by the quality of its people.

Padma Vibhushan Shri Narayana Murthy, 
Founder and Chairman Emeritus of Infosys

60th Birth Anniversary of Pujya Gurudevshri Rakeshji 

Actor Ranbir Kapoor
“I’m speechless experiencing this collective energy of joy and happiness. It is an absolute honor 

to be here for Your 60th birthday celebrations, Gurudev. For all the selfl ess work You have done 
over the years, for the countless lives You have touched and healed. You are often called the ‘Youth 
Magnet.’ And it is truly incredible to see young minds coming together and walking the path of 
spirituality under Your guidance. Seeing specialized doctors and healthcare professionals travel 
to the remotest parts of our country to heal people and serve communities, that, I believe, is what 
true spirituality is. After knowing You, I feel that I will come closer to my spiritual goals. I cannot 
wait to visit Your ashram in Dharampur. Happy birthday, Gurudev. Thank You so much. It is truly 
an honor to be in Your presence.”

RELIGION
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BUSINESS
Karandeep Anand Is Disney’s 
New Chief Technology Officer

India-West  News Desk

BURBANK, CA- Karandeep 
Anand, the former CEO of Char-
acter.AI, will join The Walt Disney 
Company as its Senior Executive 
Vice President and Chief Technol-
ogy Officer on October 2, taking 
on a newly created role, Disney 
announced September 18.

Anand said he has admired 
Disney for combining storytell-
ing and technology and that he 
was looking forward to working 
with its creative teams. He also 
said he hoped to build on Disney’s 
existing technology capabilities 

to help the company connect with fans around the world with its stories and 
characters in new ways.

Anand headed Character.AI during a period of rapid growth and focused on 
user trust and safety as the platform expanded, according to Disney.

Before Character.AI, Anand was President and Chief Product Officer at financial 
technology company Brex. He previously held several leadership positions at Meta, 
most recently serving as Vice President of Ads & Business Products. Anand spent 
15 years at Microsoft earlier in his career, holding senior product and engineering 
positions. He was also part of the team that built the Azure platform.

He holds a degree in Computer Science from the International Institute of 
Information Technology, Hyderabad.

Ruias Bring Essar’s Steel 
Ambitions To US With Multi-

Billion Dollar Iowa Plant
India-West  News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC – Rewant Ruia 
described a planned American steel 
investment as a “homecoming” as 
his family joined President Donald 
Trump at the White House to an-
nounce plans for a $15 billion steel 
complex in Iowa, which the admin-
istration has described as the largest 
steel plant in US history.

“While I was born in India, I went 
to high school in New York, college 
in Boston, and did my MBA in Cali-

supporting the operation.
Detailed financing terms and a 

construction schedule for the Iowa 
facility were not provided.

Essar Group founder Ravi Ruia 
put the overall investment at 
“About $18 billion,” while Com-
merce Secretary Howard Lutnick 
described a $2.5 billion mine and 
a $15 billion steel plant, totaling 
$17.5 billion. Rewant Ruia told 
media the family was investing $3 
billion in the mine. No explana-
tion was given for the differences. 
The US Export-Import Bank has 
said it could provide up to $10 
billion in financing for the project. 
Lutnick said the bank had helped 
finance the Minnesota mine, while 
private money would fund the 
Iowa steel plant.

The Iowa plant is expected to 
produce about 7.5 million tons of 
steel annually in its first phase, 
with capacity eventually increasing 
to 10 million tons. Production is 
targeted to begin in 2030. 

fornia. I spent half my life here so 
announcing this investment today is 
a great honor and a true homecoming 
for me,” Ruia said.

The project is being developed by 
Mesabi Metallics, an Essar Group 
company, and is designed to connect 
its iron ore operation on Minnesota’s 
Mesabi Iron Range with the pro-
posed steel complex in southeastern 
Iowa. The integrated supply chain 
would run from iron ore mining 
through steel production, with US 
railways and energy infrastructure 

Starbucks Announces Chennai As 
Location For New Tech Center

India-West  News Desk

CHENNAI – Starbucks will open a new 
technology hub in Chennai as part of its 
plans to establish a technology presence in 
India, the company announced Sept. 21.

The Chennai office will support Star-
bucks’ global  business and work with 
technology and business teams in the 
U.S. and other locations, including Se-
attle, Nashville, London and Hong Kong.

Starbucks had announced earlier this 
year that it planned to open a technology hub in 
India in fiscal year 2027, but had not identified 
a location at the time.

Anand Varadarajan, Starbucks’ executive 
vice president and chief technology officer, an-
nounced the Chennai selection in a message to 
the company’s Technology team.

“This is an important milestone in how we 
continue to build a more flexible and globally 
connected Technology organization,” Varada-
rajan said.

The company said Chennai was selected based 
on several factors, including its pool of technol-
ogy talent, talent retention and its ability to 
support Starbucks’ long-term business needs.

The new hub will also allow Starbucks to 

gradually bring some work currently handled 
by third-party service providers in-house, the 
company said.

The Chennai office will become part of Star-
bucks’ broader Technology organization and will 
work with teams at its other locations. Starbucks 
said the office is intended to strengthen how its 
technology teams work across sites and focus on 
shared priorities.

The project is still in its early stages. Over the 
coming months, Starbucks will begin planning 
for local hiring, office readiness and the opera-
tions needed to support the new hub.

Recruiting is expected to begin in the first 
quarter of fiscal year 2027, with additional 
details to be announced as plans are finalized.
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IMMIGRATION

Leading her non-profit Krafty Kids, Maya spearheaded a 
collaborative evening uniting robotics, creative arts, and 
healthcare guidance for the Coastside community.

HALF MOON BAY, CA – September 12, 2026 – Local families 
gathered at the ALAS Cultural Wellness Center on Friday 
evening for a vibrant, collaborative event bridging hands-on 
education, art, and health services. Hosted by the youth-founded 
non-profit Krafty Kids in partnership with ALAS (Ayudando 
Latinos a Soñar), community physicians and nurses, and the Los 
Altos High School Robotics Team, the free event successfully 
delivered STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and 
Mathematics) enrichment and wellness support to the Half Moon 
Bay community.

Founded by Bay Area high school student Maya Panchal, Krafty 
Kids is dedicated to ensuring that creative arts and STEAM 
education are accessible to all youth. Friday’s event was made 
possible through a strategic partnership with ALAS, a nationally 
recognized nonprofit dedicated to honoring the hopes and dreams 
of Latino farmworkers and their families.

“We are incredibly grateful to Maya for choosing ALAS to 
help carry out her mission,” said Dr. Kelly Delaney, Education 
Program Director of ALAS. “Her dedication to bringing 
accessible, high-quality STEAM learning to our Coastside 
families perfectly aligns with our vision of uplifting the 
community through education and holistic support.”

Throughout the evening, families were invited to engage in a 
wide variety of multidisciplinary activities designed to foster 
both learning and community connection. Youth participants 
explored their creativity by designing custom tote bags, 
crafting origami pinwheels, and visiting a highly popular 
hair tinsel station, while families collectively contributed to a 
collaborative ALAS Community Tree through hands-on hand-
tracing artwork.

Beyond the arts, the Los Altos High School Robotics Team 
captivated students with a live, interactive robot demonstration 
that introduced foundational engineering and technology concepts 
in an approachable format.

A local medical group, including volunteer physicians and nurses, 
also provided free preventative health guidance including blood 
pressure checks and comprehensive nutrition advice.

“This event was designed to inspire curiosity and support the 
overall wellness of participating families,” noted Maya. “Seeing 
parents and children from the Coastside community come 
together to create art, discover robotics, and connect with health 
professionals’ side-by-side exceeded our highest expectations.”

The successful STEAM and Wellness evening highlights 
the growing need for inclusive community events that cater 
to both educational enrichment for children and practical 
support for adults. 

Maya works to help children who have experienced adverse 
childhood experiences by using art as a healing tool. She 
recognizes that art provides an outlet for emotional expression 

Children and volunteers at creative stations during the Krafty Kids x ALAS 
STEAM night at the ALAS Cultural Wellness Center in Half Moon Bay.                            

Maya Panchal, 
founder of 

Krafty Kids. 

Bay Area High School Student Maya Panchal Champions 
Accessible Education with Successful Coastside STEAM Initiative

and helps reduce the effects of trauma, particularly for kids who 
have endured significant hardship. Through her student-founded 
nonprofit KraftyKids, she structures activities around collaboration 
and group work, believing these approaches foster connection 
and healing. Workshops have included clay art, painting, and 
interactive experiences like helping visually impaired children 
create and understand clay molds of stuffed animals. Vicente 
Garcia-Luna, the coordinator at LifeMoves in Mountain View 
where Maya regularly hosts workshops, says the kids respond 
enthusiastically to the activities and are visibly happier afterwards, 
with improvements in mood that carry through the week. Maya 
plans to expand KraftyKids by partnering with additional local 
organizations while maintaining her core mission of building 
positive mindset, fostering collaboration, and bringing vulnerable 
youth together through creative activities.

For more information or to support Maya’s ongoing mission, 
please visit www.kraftykids.org.

Media Contact: 
Maya Panchal, kraftykidsteam@gmail.com

(Photo courtesy of Krafty Kids.)

AAHOA Welcomes Newsom’s Veto Of California Hotel Guest Disclosure Bill
India-West  News Desk

SACRAMENTO, CA – Califor-
nia Governor Gavin Newsom has 
vetoed legislation that would have 
required hotels to publicly disclose 
when federal immigration enforce-
ment agencies had reservations or 
contracts at their properties.

AB 2721 applied to agencies in-
cluding U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) and Cus-

toms and Border Protection 
(CBP). Under the proposed 
law, hotels would have been 
required to provide public 
notice when they knew or 
should have known that such 
an agency had a reservation or con-
tract at the property.

The measure had drawn op-
position from the Asian American 
Hotel Owners Association, which 
submitted a formal veto request 

to Newsom after the bill passed.
AAHOA members own about 

61% of California hotels. The as-
sociation raised concerns about 
how hotel operators would de-
termine which reservations were 

covered, meet the proposed notice 
requirements and protect guest 
confidentiality.

AAHOA Chairman Rahul Patel 
welcomed the veto, saying hotel 
owners needed requirements that 
were clear and workable. AAHOA 
President and CEO Laura Lee Blake 
said the proposed rules could have 
put hotel owners in the position 
of disclosing information about 
people staying at their properties.

The legislation also raised con-
cerns about the responsibilities 
hotels would have had under the 
law and the potential legal uncer-
tainty for owners and operators.

AAHOA said the veto comes as 
similar proposals are emerging in 
other states. The association said it 
will continue working with indus-
try partners and policymakers on 
legislation affecting hotel owners, 
employees and guests.

US Doubles EB-5 Investor Visa Fees, New Rates From Nov. 30
WASHINGTON, DC- The United 

States has finalized steep fee in-
creases for its EB-5 immigrant-in-
vestor program, more than doubling 
the cost of filing some petitions in 
a change likely to affect applicants 
from India seeking permanent resi-
dence through  investment.

US Citizenship and Immigration 
Services announced the revised fee 
structure on September 29. The new 
charges are scheduled to take effect 
on Nov. 30. The filing fee for Form 
I-526, used by standalone investors, 
will rise from $3,675 to $7,615.

The fee for an initial Form I-
526E petition, used by investors 
participating through an approved 
regional center, will increase from 
$3,675 to $7,850. Initial I-526 and 
I-526E petitions will also include 
a $75 technology fee. Regional-
center investors must addition-

ally pay the programme’s  investor 
integrity fee. The fee for Form 
I-829, filed by investors seeking to 
remove conditions on their perma-
nent resident status, will increase 
from $3,750 to $5,000.

Charges imposed on regional 
centers will rise more sharply.

The fee for an initial Form I-956 
application seeking regional-center 
designation will increase from 
$17,795 to $44,115. The charge for 
Form I-956F, used to seek approval 
of an investment in a commercial 
enterprise, will rise to $42,675.

The annual fee for Form I-956G 
will fall from $3,035 to $2,165, 
however. The final rule also es-
tablishes Form I-527 for certain 
investors seeking to amend older 
Form I-526 petitions. The new 
filing will cost $10,330. The fee 
schedule was released for public 

rity Act of 2022 directed USCIS to 
undertake a separate study of the 
programme’s costs and required 
the agency to set fees at levels suf-
ficient to recover the full expense 
of administering it.

The law established processing 
goals and expanded oversight of 
regional centers, promoters and 
investment projects.

The new rule also raises the 
annual EB-5 Integrity Fund pay-
ment from $10,000 to $11,000 for 
regional centers with 20 or fewer 
investors. The charge for larger 
regional centers will increase from 
$20,000 to $22,000.

It establishes penalties for late 
payments. A regional center pay-
ing in November after the deadline 
could face a 10 per cent penalty. 
The penalty would rise to 20 per 
cent for payments made in Decem-

inspection on September 29 and 
is due to be formally published in 
the Federal Register on Sept. 30.

USCIS said the revisions are 
intended to ensure that fees fully 
cover the cost of operating the 
EB-5 programme, help the agency 
meet statutory processing targets 
and support strengthened integ-
rity measures, including audits, 
compliance reviews, site visits and 
efforts to detect fraud and abuse.

USCIS is largely financed 
through application and petition 
fees rather than direct taxpayer 
funding. The agency said the 
costs of examining applications, 
verifying eligibility, conducting 
background checks and maintain-
ing programme operations must 
therefore be paid by those using 
the immigration system.

The EB-5 Reform and Integ-

ber, with possible termination for 
continued non-payment.

Congress created the EB-5 pro-
gram in 1990 to encourage foreign 
capital investment and job creation 
in the United States. Qualifying in-
vestors may obtain conditional per-
manent residence for themselves, 
their spouses and eligible children 
by  investing in an American com-
mercial enterprise and creating the 
required number of jobs.

The program generally requires 
an investment of $800,000 in 
a targeted employment area or 
qualifying infrastructure project, 
or $1.05 million elsewhere. For 
Indian applicants, the government 
filing charges are separate from the 
required capital investment, legal 
expenses and administrative fees 
charged by individual regional-
center projects. (IANS)
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COMMUNITY

Srinivasa highlighted 
Gandhi’s enduring values 
of truth, peace and non-
violence. He also spoke of 
the shared commitment of 
India and the United States 
to democratic values, peace 
and respect for humanity.

Swami Vishwananda 
Giri, vice president of Self-
Realization Fellowship, 
and Brother Satyananda, 
minister-in-charge of SRF 
Lake Shrine, addressed 
the gathering. Srinivasa later led guests in a 
silent procession along the lakeside path to 
the Court of All Religions.

Chugh Firm
The evening commemoration in Cerritos 

brought the observance directly to the Indian 
American community in the Los Angeles 
area. Held at Chugh, LLP Attorneys & CPAs, 
the program began with Srinivasa garland-
ing a statue of Mahatma Gandhi and offering 
floral tributes.

The Cerritos gathering, spearheaded by 
Navneet Chugh whose office has installed the 
iconic Gandhi statue in SoCal also featured 
an open interaction between the Consul Gen-
eral and members of the Indian diaspora.

Community members reflected on Gan-
dhi’s life and legacy and their continuing rel-

ate in an open setting, extending the Gandhi 
Jayanti commemoration beyond ceremonial 
tributes to dialogue and community partici-
pation. The Consulate General of India, Los 
Angeles, has emphasized its commitment to 
engaging closely with the Indian diaspora 
and promoting the values of peace, service, 
dialogue and community participation, it 
pointed out.

LA Consulate Marks Gandhi Jayanti With Tributes, Community Outreach
Contd. from P1 evance today, while raising a range 

of issues of interest and concern. 
Srinivasa listened to their views, in-
teracted with guests and addressed 
questions and concerns raised by 
participants.

The interaction provided an op-
portunity for community members 
to engage directly with the Consul-

Las Vegas
In Las Vegas on October 3, the Consul-

ate, in collaboration with Friends of India 
– Las Vegas, brought together more than 
100 community members for a morning 
run centered on fitness, unity and com-
munity participation. The program began 
with renditions of Vande Mataram and 
the National Anthem by members of the 
Indian diaspora.

Children, youth, adults and senior citizens 
took part in the run, held under the theme 
“Swasth Bharat, Viksit Bharat.” 

Following the event, Srinivasa interacted 
with community members on issues and 
topics of interest to the diaspora, giving par-
ticipants an opportunity to share their views 
and concerns directly with the Consulate.

San Diego
The following day, on October 4, Srini-

vasa inaugurated another Viksit Bharat 
Run at Lake Hodges in Escondido, orga-
nized by the Consulate in collaboration 
with CRY San Diego. Indian diaspora 
families across generations, from young 
children to senior citizens, participated 
in the event along the scenic trail.

Srinivasa encouraged participants to 
embrace fitness and community involve-
ment while contributing to the goal of 
“Viksit Bharat 2047.” 

He emphasized the role of the Indian di-
aspora, particularly younger generations, 
in India’s development and encouraged 
community members to remain connected 
with India and contribute through their 
ideas, skills and leadership.

The San Diego event was supported 
by community organizations including 
Brahma Kumaris and San Diego Tamil 
Sangam. 

Srinivasa thanked participating or-
ganizations, volunteers and community 
members for their efforts.
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in the South Asian community. The South 
Asian Heart Health Awareness and Research 
Act is essential legislation that ensures that we 

Chhaya Malik Named To Santa 
Clara County Superior Court

Kash Patel And Alexis 
Wilkins Announce 

EngagementIndia-West  News Desk

SAN JOSE, CA – California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom has appointed Chhaya Malik to the 
Santa Clara County Superior Court, filling the 
vacancy created by the retirement of Judge 
Socrates P. Manoukian.

Newsom announced Malik’s appointment 
September 18. She brings more than two de-
cades of experience in law, mediation, public 
policy and public service to the bench. Malik 
has served as deputy director of dispute resolu-
tion at the California Civil Rights Department 
since 2022. She previously worked as a mediator at Devi  Legal Mediation Services 
from 2020 to 2022 and as special counsel at Ehrlich & Craig from 2012 to 2022.

Earlier, Malik was a policy liaison with the U.S. Department of State from 2011 to 
2012 and a staff attorney at the Advancement Project from 2009 to 2011. She began 
her legal career as an associate at Hogan Lovells, where she practiced from 2005 to 
2009. Malik earned her Juris Doctor degree from the University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law. Presiding Judge Julie A. Emede welcomed Malik’s appointment, citing 
her experience in dispute resolution, civil rights, public policy and private practice.

Heart Disease Risk in South Asians
have the research, resources, and treatments to 
prevent heart disease cases and deaths in the 
South Asian community and beyond,” she said. 
Wilson said the bill would expand research and 

education for communities disproportion-
ately affected by heart disease.

“I am grateful that this bipartisan bill passed 
the House in multiple previous Congresses, 
and I look forward to its final passage into law,” 
he added. Booker said the legislation would di-
rect research funding towards risk factors that 
have received inadequate attention. “Heart 
disease is taking South Asian Americans from 
their families at rates the medical community 
still doesn’t fully understand,” Booker said.

“This bill puts real research dollars behind 
the risk factors hiding in plain sight, so doctors 
can catch what they’ve been missing. Every 
community deserves to have its heart health 
taken seriously, not treated as an afterthought,” 
he said. The lawmakers said South Asians in 
the United States face four times the risk of 
heart disease compared with the general popu-
lation. The community includes people who 
immigrated from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka and Nepal, as well as their families.

Nearly two-thirds of middle-aged South 
Asian Americans face an intermediate or high 
risk of heart failure within the next 10 years, 
according to the lawmakers. They also said 
South Asians make up about 25 per cent of the 
global population but account for 60 per cent 
of heart disease cases worldwide and more 
than half of cardiovascular deaths.

The lawmakers cited gaps in federal health 
data, saying research agencies within the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
do not adequately disaggregate medical data 
for Asian American and Pacific Islander com-
munities. This makes it difficult to examine 
health outcomes specifically among South 
Asian Americans. Under the bill, states could 
use federal grants to develop culturally appro-
priate materials on nutrition, diet and regular 
exercise. Community organizations could also 
receive support for health-promotion activities, 
while conferences and workshops could help 
bring more members of underrepresented 
communities into scientific research.

The health secretary would be required 
to report to Congress on grant activities and 
data gathered through the programs. Fund-
ing would be authorized through 2028. The 
legislation is co-sponsored by Representatives 
Nanette Barragan, Brian Fitzpatrick, Henry 
Johnson, Ro Khanna, Adam Smith, Suhas 
Subramanyam and Shri Thanedar. Supporters 
include the American Heart Association, Indian 
American Impact and several South Asian med-
ical and public-health organizations. (IANS)

WASHINGTON, DC – FBI Director Kash Patel 
and country music singer Alexis Wilkins are en-
gaged, with the couple confirming the news October 
4 through social media posts.

Wilkins shared a photograph of herself with Patel 
on X, displaying her engagement ring. Along with ring and heart emojis, she wrote, “Went and 
got the law involved,” and tagged Patel in the post. Patel replied from his personal account, using 
the same emojis.

The couple began dating in early 2023. Patel is 46, while Wilkins is 27. Wilkins, who is a country 
music singer, has also appeared in a handful of television shows and movies.

Patel has often faced criticism from lawmakers over his use of government-owned aircraft for 
private travel, including trips to see Wilkins perform.
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Governor Gavin Newsom Names 
Rohit Chopra To Military Council

Darshana Patel Delivers $4.5M 
For San Diego Food Security

India-West  News Desk

SACRAMENTO, CA – California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom has appointed Rohit Chopra, 
secretary of the Business and Consumer 

Services Agency, to the  Governor’s  Military 
Council.

Chopra has served as secretary of the Busi-
ness and Consumer Services Agency since 
2026. He was a fellow at Harvard Kennedy 
School from 2025 to 2026 and served as di-
rector of the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau from 2021 to 2025.

He was a commissioner of the Federal 
Trade Commission from 2018 to 2021 and 
a special adviser to the secretary at the U.S. 

Department of Education in 2016. Earlier, 
he served as an assistant director and stu-
dent loan ombudsman at the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau from 2010 to 
2015 and was an associate at McKinsey & 

Company from 
2008 to 2010.

Chopra earned 
a Master of Busi-
ness Administra-
tion degree from 
T h e  W h a r t o n 
School, Univer-
sity of Pennsylva-
nia, and a Bache-
lor of Arts degree 
in Government 
f rom Harvard 
University.

The appoint-
ment does not require Senate confirmation 
and carries no compensation. Chopra is a 
Democrat.

Newsom also announced the appoint-
ments of Patrick Brown as chief deputy 
director at the Housing Development and 
Finance Committee, Kevin Hixon as deputy 
director for facility support of the Division 
of Adult Institutions, and Andrea Rosales 
to the Commission on Correctional Peace 
Officer Standards and Training.

India-West  News Desk

SAN DIEGO, CA – Feeding San Diego has 
received $4.5 million in state funding for re-
frigeration trucks and additional storage space. 
The funding, secured by CA Assemblymember 
Dr. Darshana Patel, is the largest single contri-
bution from a state lawmaker in the organiza-
tion’s 19-year history, CBS8 reported.

The money will not be used to buy  food. It 
will instead help the organization increase its 
refrigerated storage capacity and transport 
rescued food from farms and packing houses 
to partner sites where it is distributed, the 
organization said.

It said it has access to a large amount of 
rescued food, particularly from farms and 
packing houses, but has limited refrigerated 

storage space.
The new trucks will also expand the orga-

nization’s warehouse capacity and allow it to 
deliver food directly to partner sites.

Patel said her decision to direct the funding 
toward food  security was influenced by her 
childhood experience with economic hard-
ship. Her father lost his job during the reces-
sions of the 1980s, she said, and her family 
looked for ways to maintain food security.

Feeding San Diego distributed 43 million 
pounds of food last year and expects that 
figure to increase as changes to federal SNAP 
benefits affect who qualifies for assistance.

The organization serves about 200,000 
people each month. It said that figure has sur-
passed peak pandemic levels and increased 
nearly 8.8 percent from a year earlier.

Ashok Patnaik Launches 
Cerritos City Council Bid
India-West  News Desk

CERRITOS, CA — Pat Patnaik has an-
nounced his candidacy for Cerritos City Coun-
cil, citing rising living costs, recent water rate 
increases and financial challenges facing the 

city as reasons 
f o r  s e e k i n g 
elected office.

Patnaik, 
a  l o n g t i m e 
banking and 
business pro-
fessional, said 
he wants to 
bring his ex-
p e r i e n c e  i n 
finance, engineering and project management to the City 
Council in 2027.

For more than two decades, Patnaik has worked with busi-
nesses on growth, job creation, major projects and financial 
decisions. As vice president and commercial lending officer 
at Wallis Bank in Cerritos, he helped establish the bank’s 
Cerritos branch, exceeded deposit goals, brought more than 
50 new business accounts into the community and helped 
finance local businesses and entrepreneurs.

His professional background also includes engineering. 
Patnaik began his career as a mechanical engineer and 
earned a bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering 
from the National Institute of Technology in India. He 
later earned a Master of Business Administration from 
Pepperdine University.

Patnaik said the combination of his engineering, financial 
and management experience has shaped his approach to is-
sues facing Cerritos.

He pointed to recent problems involving a damaged water 
well and the city’s water pipe system as an example. Accord-
ing to Patnaik, he recommended considering a more targeted 
approach involving the replacement or refurbishment of 
affected valves rather than a larger reconstruction project 
that he said would cost $81 million.

Patnaik said his recommendation was not adopted and 
argued that the resulting water rate increases have placed 
an additional financial burden on residents. He said resi-
dents’ water bills have doubled and that further increases 
are planned.

“Residents deserve City Council Members who will ask 
tough questions, carefully examine the numbers, consider 
alternatives, and make decisions based on what provides the 
greatest value to our community,” Patnaik said.

His campaign platform also emphasizes keeping Cerritos 
safe, financially strong and well maintained.
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INDOAMERICA
Jaishankar Criticizes Trump Admin: 

US-Pak Relations Hurting 
India-US Ties

NEW YORK, NY-External Affairs Minister 
S. Jaishankar said the United States’ lack of 
sensitivity to India’s concerns about terrorism 
emanating from Pakistan is creating a prob-
lem for Washington-New Delhi relations.

Jaishankar said India has faced terrorism 
from a neighboring country as part of a de-
liberate policy for many decades, making the 
issue particularly important for New Delhi.

“Perhaps there are very few countries 
which have been subjected to the kind of 
terrorism that we have from a neighbor as 
part of a deliberate conscious policy over 
many, many decades,” he said.

“Now, if something which matters so 
deeply to us, there isn’t enough understand-
ing or appreciation or empathy of that, I 
think that creates a problem,” he said.

“If one of my primary concerns is not fully 
appreciated by my partner, then clearly there is 
an impact of that on the relationship,” he said.

Jaishankar made the comments during an 
event here while discussing factors affecting 
India-US relations. He said that besides 
trade, a lack of US sensitivity to India’s 
concerns over terrorism was another factor 
affecting the relationship. Although he did 
not name Pakistan directly, Jaishankar’s ref-
erence to terrorism from “a neighbor” was in 
the context of India’s longstanding concerns 
over terrorism emanating from Pakistan.

His comments also amounted to criticism 
of US President Donald Trump’s closer rela-
tions with Pakistan, which Jaishankar said 
did not sufficiently take into account India’s 
concerns over terrorism.                     (IANS)

Sitharaman: Little Room Left 
For More Concessions In 

India-US Trade Talks

India-West  News Desk

NEW DELHI – India and the US have 
reached a “plateau” in negotiations for a bi-
lateral trade agreement, with further “giving 
or taking” likely to be “very, very difficult,” 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said 
October 5.

Speaking at the Munich Leaders Meeting 
in New Delhi, Sitharaman said talks were 
continuing and that both sides could still 
move forward if there was room to operate.

She said the trade balance was “very much 

in our favor,” adding that the US 
would naturally seek to reduce 
the imbalance and address what it 
considers losses accumulated over 
the years.

Sitharaman also said countries 
were increasingly using tariffs 
alongside negotiations to address 
trade imbalances, while stressing 
the need for continued “give and 
take.”

On trade agreements with Eu-
ropean countries, she stressed the 
importance of maintaining stra-
tegic autonomy, including in the 
context of India’s procurement of 
Russian oil.

She said countries were increas-
ingly choosing bilateral agreements 
where they saw greater benefit, 

even as multilateralism had weakened.
She said greater access to the European 

market could generate more exports and 
jobs in labor-intensive sectors such as foot-
wear, textiles, toys and processed products, 
many of which are linked to micro and small 
enterprises.

The Munich Leaders Meeting in New 
Delhi brings together about 100 senior 
decision-makers and experts to discuss geo-
economics, trade and connectivity, maritime 
security, defense cooperation and other 
international challenges.
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Two Indians Convicted For Multimillion Dollar 
Cargo Thefts In SoCal Using Trucking Firms

India-West  News Desk

LOS ANGELES, CA -A US jury 
has convicted two Indian nationals 
for their roles in a cargo theft con-
spiracy that involved fraudulently 
obtaining  shipping contracts, 
stealing freight worth millions of 
dollars and failing to deliver the 
consignments to their intended 
destinations, according to the US 
Attorney’s Office for the Central 
District of California.

Arshpreet Singh, 28, of Sacra-
mento, and Vikramjeet Singh, 31, 
of Fontana, were convicted after a 
seven-day trial of one count each 
of conspiracy to commit theft from 
interstate or foreign shipments. 
The jury also convicted Arshpreet 
Singh of conspiracy to commit wire 
fraud, while Vikramjeet Singh was 
acquitted of that charge.

According to evidence presented 

at trial, Arshpreet Singh and his co-
conspirators operated the scheme 
between March 2024 and June 2025 
by purchasing or fraudulently using 
legitimate trucking companies to bid 
for authentic freight contracts.

After securing the contracts, the 
conspirators allegedly took posses-
sion of cargo shipments but failed 
to deliver them to their destina-
tions, instead stealing the goods.

Prosecutors said the stolen freight 
largely consisted of high-value con-
sumer products, including televi-
sions, laptops, household appliances 
and other electronics. Other items 
included vacuum cleaners, LED 
lights, footwear and tires. Authori-
ties estimated losses from the thefts 
at no less than $2 million.

The thefts took place at multiple 
locations in Southern California, 
including Fontana, Vernon, Santa 
Fe Springs, Perris, City of Industry, 

Long Beach, Compton, Commerce, 
Pico Rivera, Chino and Moreno 
Valley. Investigators also linked 
the scheme to activity in Grand 
Prairie, Texas.

 Court records showed that 
the accused acquired established 
trucking companies to facilitate 
the operation.

In one instance cited during 
the trial, Arshpreet Singh met in 
March 2024 with the owner of 
Texas-based carrier Z&F Transpor-
tation LLC and agreed to purchase 
the company for approximately 
$22,000. Later that month, a co-
conspirator acting on behalf of Z&F 
Transportation LLC collected a 
shipment of televisions in Fontana. 
The cargo was never delivered to 
its intended destination in Florida.

Prosecutors further alleged that 
in May 2024, co-conspirators 
purchased another carrier, Sky-

ways Truck-
ing LLC, and 
subsequent-
ly used it to 
steal ship-
ments that 
included 
laptops, televisions, solar panels 
and other merchandise.

Arshpreet Singh faces a statu-
tory maximum sentence of 20 

years in federal prison, while Vi-
kramjeet Singh faces a statutory 
maximum sentence of five years 
in federal prison.

The filing said Rohit tried to 
pressure Thakur into marriage, 
sought to control her social interac-
tions and eventually threatened to 
kill both her and himself.

Sheriff’s officials urged Thakur 

California Woman 
Was Killed By Stalker

to seek a restraining order, which 
she eventually obtained. Rohit was 
served with it May 19.

On July 29, Thakur reported 
that Rohit had left grocery items 
at her front door, which investiga-
tors considered a violation of the 
order. Deputies took a report, and 
detectives determined there was 
probable cause to arrest him for the 
suspected misdemeanor violation.

Lt. Amar Gandhi, a sheriff’s of-
fice spokesperson, said detectives 
made at least two attempts to 
locate Rohit at his home and other 
places he was known to frequent, 
but were unable to make contact.

The sheriff’s office said Rohit had 
no known local criminal history. Au-
thorities also said the case was han-
dled as civil harassment rather than 
domestic violence because there 
was no information that Thakur 
and Rohit had been romantically 
involved. Thakur had described him 
as a friend, Gandhi said.

Rohit’s immigration history 
emerged following the killing. The 
Department of Homeland Security 
said he was from India and entered 
the United States through Arizona 
in 2023. His exact immigration 
status was not immediately clear. 
Federal court records showed his 
case was pending, with no appeal re-
corded and no hearings scheduled.

Shalini’s mother (middle).

22 year old Rohit



OCTOBER  2026 – P21INDIA WEST

SPORTS
Three Cyclists Complete 3,168-Mile 

Ride From LA To DC In 52 Days
India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC – 
Three Indian cyclists, Jai 
Rawat, 57, Anuradha Palnit-
kar, 54, and Samir Palnitkar, 
58,  have completed a 3,168-
mile ride across the United 
States in 52 days without a 
support vehicle. The trio set 
out from Santa Monica Beach 
in Los Angeles on August 1 
and reached the Washington 
Monument in Washington, 
DC, on September 21. They 
averaged about 65 miles a day, crossing 14 
states and tackling more than 100,000 feet of 
climbing.

Part of the journey followed historic Route 
66 before the cyclists continued east toward 
Washington. The ride brought extreme heat, 
thunderstorms and cold weather, along with 
stretches of highway without shoulders and 
heavy truck traffic. The cyclists also had to 
repair their bicycles, deal with dogs chasing 
them and recover from cycling accidents along 
the way.

They crossed the Continental Divide in New 
Mexico at 7,881 feet and the Eastern Continen-
tal Divide in Pennsylvania at 2,392 feet. Palnit-
kar became the first Indian woman to complete 
an unsupported, unpowered bicycle ride across 
the United States, according to the organizers. 
Rawat and Samir Palnitkar also became the 
first Indian Institute of Technology graduates 
to complete an unsupported, unpowered bicycle 

ride across the country.
The cyclists said the journey gave them a chance 

to experience small-town America and learn more 
about its history and communities.

“We experienced small-town hospitality as 
people chatted with us, offered free coffee as 
they learned about our cross-country ride,” 
Rawat said. He also recalled motorists waiting 
patiently behind the bicycles and shop owners 
sharing stories about local historical artifacts.

Rawat and Samir Palnitkar are graduates of 
IIT Kanpur and have been friends for 40 years. 
Palnitkar is a dietitian who now teaches at a 
special needs school. This was her first long 
cycle ride.

The three have trekked together in Nepal, 
India, Patagonia, Ecuador, France, Italy, 
Switzerland and Africa. Before this expedi-
tion, Rawat and Samir Palnitkar completed an 
800-km bicycle ride from San Francisco to Los 
Angeles in 2018.
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Nimesh Patel Turns 
Modern Tensions Into 

Comedy Gold On Netflix
India-West  News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC – “If you 
don’t drink, how do you read the 
news?” Nimesh Patel poses the 
question with a deadpan calm to 
a Washington, DC audience.

The special showcases a co-
median effortlessly turning the 
anxiety of today’s fraught daily 
life into astute gags.

Patel’s cool, laid-back stage 
presence hides just how shrewdly 
calculated his  comedy is. A main-
stay of the New York scene who came up alongside Michael Che, Patel went on 
to write for the Academy Awards and Saturday Night Live. Over the past few 
years, he has built a massive following on YouTube through self-released specials.

What makes his first Netflix special stand out is how seamlessly he bridges 
intimate family life with broader political noise. On the domestic side, he skewers 
the chaotic ecosystem of his family’s WhatsApp group, contrasting his mother’s 
daily ego-boosting videos with his father’s stoic, thumbs-up emoji responses. 
Preparing for fatherhood offers no escape from the absurdities of the real world 
either, as Patel recalls his wife’s anesthesiologist walking into the birthing room 
wearing a Rolex and Louis Vuitton slippers. “Do not flex in the hospital,” he 
warns. “We don’t want to see our insurance payment on your wrist.”

That moment seamlessly pivots into a fearless take on the current political 
landscape. Performing in the nation’s capital, Patel marvels at how comfort-
able Americans have become with public corruption, offering dark  humor and 
genuine empathy for career government experts now reporting to unpredict-
able leaders.

He reserves his sharpest jabs for high-profile Indian American figures like 
Usha Vance and Kash Patel, delivering biting punchlines while contrasting them 
with his own family’s unwavering connection to their heritage.
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ARTS
Dance, Devotion And The Many Forms Of Devi Take Center Stage In ‘Amba’

Kathak And Bharatanatyam Enter A Rhythmic Dialog In Bay Area Recital
India-West  News Desk

DANVILLE, CA – Bay Area 
Kathak  dancer Pooja Khandelwal 
and Bharatanatyam dancer Sriyan-
ka Sundar on September 20 brought 
two distinct Indian classical tradi-
tions into conversation here with 
‘Ekatva: A Kathak–Bharatanatyam 
Samvaad,’ presented as part of the 
Eka  Dance Festival.

Curated by Kalpavrukshaa Cre-
ations, founded by Durga Swami-
nathan, and Shanmukha The-
atres, led by Artistic Director 
Ryan Nathan, the festival cel-
ebrates solo classical dancers and 
emerging artists from across the 

India-West  News Desk

IRVINE, CA – There are  dance 
performances that entertain, oth-
ers that impress, and then there are 
the rare ones that leave you speech-
less, struggling to find the right 
words. As one rasika remarked, 
‘Amba: The Eternal Mother,’ pre-
sented by the Shrishti School of  
Performing Arts, was precisely one 
of those rare experiences.

On September 19, the audito-
rium at Northwood High School 
was filled to capacity for the per-
formance. Conceived, directed, 
and choreographed by Charu-
latha Jayaraman, founder of the 

Shrishti School, the production 
brought together Jayaraman and 
her senior students in a captivat-
ing homage to the Divine Mother, 
all in support of Orange County’s 
Siva Kameshwari Temple.

Accompanied by a stellar en-
semble of live musicians -vocalist 
Gomathy Nayakam, mridangist 

Tumi Jago,” each piece unveiling a 
distinct layer of the sacred feminine.

Delicate yet powerful movements 
combined with fluid, expressive 
abhinaya to created a divine atmo-
sphere. A highlight of the production 
was Guru Charulatha Jayaraman’s 
own portrayal of Devi Maa; her 
commanding presence, grace, and 
luminous expressions had the audi-
ence’s attention. 

By dedicating the proceeds to 
the expansion and support of Siva 
Kameshwari Mandir, the produc-
tion united art and spiritual purpose 
into a single, cohesive offering. The 
tangible aura of bhakti and prema 
vibrated throughout the auditorium.

Sakthivel Muruganandam, vio-
linist Sigamani, and flutist Sunil 
Kumar -the dancers traversed the 
vast spiritual landscape of Bharat. 
Rather than confining the narrative 
to a single regional story, ‘Amba’ 
celebrated the multifaceted aspects 
of Devi as Gayatri, Saraswati, Ma-
halakshmi, and the all-powerful 

Durga Maa and Kali Maa.
The repertoire wove together 

diverse languages and traditional 
musical forms from across India, 
moving effortlessly from the vibrant 
rhythms of the Maharashtrian 
Gondhal and the joyful procession 
of “Kolhapur Chi Amba Bai” to the 
soul-stirring Bengali bhajan “Jago 

U.S. ‘Ekatva,’ meaning 
oneness, did not seek 
to merge Kathak and 
Bharatanatyam into 
a single vocabulary. 
Instead, Khandelwal 
and Sundar allowed 
the character of each 
form to remain dis-
tinct, finding connec-
tions through rhythm, 
expression and storytelling.

The evening opened with Ar-
dhanarishwara, the iconic rep-
resentation of Shiva and Shakti 
united in one form. The contrasting 
movement languages of Kathak 
and Bharatanatyam became a way 

of exploring two energies existing 
within a single whole.

That dialogue moved into ‘Taal 
Samvaad,’ where rhythmic phras-
es passed between the dancers 
through footwork, movement 
and gesture. Sometimes one re-

sponded to the other; 
at other moments, they 
moved together. Kathak’s 
intricate footwork and 
rhythmic compositions 
met Bharatanatyam’s 
distinctive patterns and 
geometry, creating an ex-
change without erasing 
the individuality of either 
tradition.

The rhythmic conversation gath-
ered force in a ‘Paran,’ a powerful 
Kathak composition built around 
syllables traditionally associated 
with the pakhawaj. Dynamic move-
ment and footwork carried its 
patterns toward a ‘tihai,’ a phrase 

repeated three times before resolv-
ing on ‘sam,’ the first beat of the 
rhythmic cycle.

For Khandelwal, a disciple of 
Sayali Goswami and Pandita Uma 
Dogra, the evening brought togeth-
er different artistic lineages. Sun-
dar, a disciple of Durga Swamina-
than, brought her Bharatanatyam 
training into the exchange.

The dancers were accompanied 
by two young musicians. Tabla 
artist Adhira Ganesh, a disciple 
of Ganesh Betageri and Pt. Kes-
hav Joshi, and mridangam artist 
Siddharth Nair, a disciple of Sri 
Cherthala Jaydev, added another 
layer to the rhythmic conversation.
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BOOKS
Library Of Congress Names 

Ruby Lal Kluge Chair As She 
Works On Book On Taj Mahal

India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC- Emory 
University historian Ruby Lal 
has been named the 2027 
Kluge Chair in Countries 
and Cultures of the South 
at the John W. Kluge Cen-
ter of the Library of Con-
gress. Lal, a professor 
of Middle Eastern and 
South Asian studies in 
Emory College of Arts and 
Sciences, will spend four 
months in residence in 
Washington, D.C., begin-
ning in January 2027.

Her work during the residency 
will center on her seventh book, 
‘The Genius of Mughals, A Mag-
isterial History of the Taj Mahal.’ 
The book will trace the human his-
tory behind the Taj Mahal and the 
Mughal Empire during the period 
when the monument was built.

Lal said the book will focus on 
the people involved in its creation, 
including the queen in whose 
memory it was built, the archi-
tects, a calligrapher, thousands of 
masons and stone cutters, and the 
Raja who provided the land. It will 
also examine the lands and rivers 
connected to the monument and 
the vision behind its design.

Shashi Tharoor Headlines 
JLF Los Angeles Debut

India-West  News Desk

LOS ANGELES, CA – The 
Jaipur  Literature Festival 
made its Los Angeles debut 
this week, bringing writers, 
artists, historians, diplo-
mats and cultural figures 
together for conversations 
spanning  literature, cul-
ture, geopolitics, technology 
and the arts.

The Los Angeles edition, held 
September 14-16 at the ASU Cali-
fornia Center Broadway in down-
town Los Angeles, marked the 
festival’s first appearance in the 
city. The 2026 JLF USA program 
expanded to six U.S. cities, with 
Los Angeles added to editions in 
North Carolina, Seattle, Colorado, 
New York and Houston.

The downtown venue, the for-
mer Herald Examiner Building 
at 1111 S. Broadway, provided the 
setting for the three-day program.

The opening evening featured 
Consul General of India in Los 
Angeles Dr. K. J. Srinivasa as 
keynote speaker. Johnny Figel of 
the American India Foundation; 
Sanjoy Roy and Suraj Dhingra of 
Teamwork Arts; Tim Disney from 
2413 Hyperion; and Megha Kada-
kia were the others featured.

There were also photography, 
film and social-impact conversa-
tions. Photographer Vicky Roy, 
producer Mauktik Kulkarni and 
social-impact leader V. R. Ferose 
took part in a discussion titled 
“Framing Hope,” held alongside an 
exhibition of Roy’s photography.

Roy’s story provided one of 
the evening’s central themes. His 
journey from the streets of Delhi 
to photographing the reconstruc-
tion of the World Trade Center 
after the September 11 attacks has 
also become the basis for ‘Street 
Dreams,’ a forthcoming film about 
his life. The festival described the 
conversation as an exploration of 
resilience, memory and hope.

The festival’s second day shifted 
more directly into international 
affairs, with author, politician and 
former diplomat Shashi Tharoor de-

livering a keynote on the 
changing world order.

Tharoor spoke in 
conversation with Kal 
Raustiala, director of the 
UCLA Ronald W. Burkle 
Center for International 
Relations. The program 
examined the changing 
position of the United 
States in global affairs 
and the implications for 

India and other powers. UCLA’s 
Burkle Center described the event 
as a preview of the 2027 JLF Los 
Angeles, which is planned as a 
weeklong international edition.

The discussion was followed 
by a panel moderated by foreign 
policy columnist Seema Sirohi, 
with Harvard historian Caroline 
Elkins, former U.S. Ambassador 
Nina Hachigian and writer Viet 
Thanh Nguyen. Their discussion 
ranged across empire, historical 
memory and American identity.

The Los Angeles event was co-
presented with Zócalo Public Square 
and the UCLA Burkle Center for 
International Relations, with Team-
work Arts producing the festival. 
The program was billed as a preview 
of the 2027 Los Angeles edition, 
with the central question framed as 
“What Is the New World Order?”

“In writing this book, I stand as a 
witness to those who were witness-
ing the Taj, a wonder of the world, as 
it was coming into being,” Lal said.

Lal’s books include ‘Vagabond 
Princess: The Great Adventures of 
Gulbadan,’ which was shortlisted 
for the James Tait Prize and was 
a finalist for the Georgia Author of 
the Year award. Her earlier book, 
‘Empress: The Astonishing Reign 
of Nur Jahan,’ won the Georgia 
Author of the Year Award in Biog-
raphy and was a finalist for the Los 
Angeles Times Book Prize in 2018.

In spring 2025, Lal published 
‘Tiger-Slayer,’ an illustrated young 
adult remix of ‘Empress.’ It was 
among the top two picks of the New 
York Public Library’s 2025 non-
fiction young adult selection and 
was a finalist for the Atta Galatta 
Bangalore Literature Prize.

Photo: Danish Saroee/Emory
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Ingredients:
• 1 cup Royal® Authentic Basmati  Rice
• ¾ cup jaggery, grated • 2 cups water
• 2 tbsp  ghee • ¼ tsp cardamom powder
• 2 tbsp chopped almonds 
• 2 tbsp chopped cashews
• 2 tbsp raisins • A pinch of salt
• A pinch of saffron (optional)

Preparation
Rinse the Royal® Authentic Basmati Rice 

under cold water until the water runs clear. 

In a medium saucepan, bring 2 cups of water 
to a boil over medium heat. Add the drained rice, 
stir gently, and cover the pan with a lid. Reduce 
the heat to low and cook for 10–12 minutes.

Once the rice is cooked, turn off the heat. 
Drain any excess water and set the rice aside.

In a small pan, combine the grated jaggery 
with ¼ cup of water. Heat on low, stirring occa-
sionally, until the jaggery dissolves completely. 
Strain the syrup through a fine-mesh sieve to 
remove any impurities.

In a large pan, melt 2 tbsp of ghee over me-
dium heat. Add the cooked rice and stir gently 
to coat it with the ghee.

Pour the jaggery syrup over the rice, making 
sure it is evenly distributed.

Sprinkle in the cardamom powder, almonds, 
cashews and raisins. Add a pinch of salt. Stir 
gently and cook for another 5 minutes over low 
heat. If using saffron, soak a few strands in warm 
water and add them to the rice.

Turn off the heat and let the rice rest for a 
couple of minutes before serving warm.

Note: For a richer flavor, lightly toast the almonds and 
cashews in ghee before adding them to the rice. Adjust the 
amount of jaggery to suit your taste. 

RECIPE

FOOD
Clinton Global Initiative Backs Arogya To Teach 

Healthy Cooking To 10,000 Indian Street Vendors
India-West  News Desk

NEW YORK, NY- Arogya World 
has committed to training 10,000  
street food vendors across India in 
healthier  food preparation prac-
tices over the next two years. The 
initiative was announced Septem-
ber 22 at the Clinton Global Initia-
tive’s 2026 Annual Meeting here.

Arogya World, is a US nonprofit 
focused on diabetes prevention, 
says it has reached more than 29.5 
million people in India over the 
past 15 years.. 

The program will focus on reduc-
ing excess salt, avoiding repeated 
use of cooking oil, using healthier 
cooking methods and encouraging 
more balanced meals. It is aimed at 
helping prevent diet-related non-
communicable diseases, particu-
larly diabetes and hypertension.

Arogya World will work with 

the National As-
sociation of Street 
Vendors of India 
(NASVI) to bring 
v e n d o r s  f r o m 
Mumbai, Benga-
luru and other ur-
ban centers into the 
program. Training 
will use simple, vi-
sual materials for 
vendors with different levels of lit-
eracy, followed by assessments to 
measure changes in knowledge and 
cooking practices. Standardized 
materials will allow the program to 
be used in other locations.

“We want to change the way In-
dia eats,” said Dr. Nalini Saligram, 
founder and CEO of Arogya World. 
She said educating street food 
vendors along with consumers is 
part of the organization’s broader 
strategy to prevent diabetes.

India has an estimated 10 mil-
lion street food vendors, accord-
ing to Arogya World. Each vendor 
serves an estimated 80 to 100 
consumers a day.

The initiative comes as noncom-
municable diseases account for 
about 63% of deaths in India, ac-
cording to figures cited by Arogya 
World. The ICMR-INDIAB study 
estimated that 101 million people 
in India had diabetes and another 
136 million had prediabetes.

The Many Traditional 
Uses Of Fragrant Elaichi

Elaichi (Elettaria cardamomum 
Maton), also known as cardamom, 
is a commonly used aromatic 
spice. It is traditionally valued 
in Ayurveda and is used in vari-
ous preparations for digestive complaints, 
vomiting, bad breath, diarrhea, cold, cough and other common ailments.

Hiccough
1–2 fruits to be chewed frequently 
(not more than 4/day).

Vomiting
250–500 mg. powder of seeds fried 
in ghee thrice daily with honey.

Bad Breath
1–2 seeds to be chewed frequently 
(not more than 4/day).

Diarrhea/Vomiting
Ash of the Elaichi skin, 2 gm. with 
a little honey 4–5 times a day.

Cold
20 ml. decoction prepared from 
5 gm. dhania, 1 gm. methi seeds 
and a little turmeric powder, 2–3 
times a day.

Cough
A little Elaichi powder with a tea-
spoonful of honey 3–4 times a day. 
Chewing Elaichi (not more than 3 
per day) frequently is helpful in dry 
as well as productive cough.

(Central Council for Research in Ayurveda and Siddha, India. The information provided here is 
based on traditional Ayurvedic practices and is intended for general informational purposes only.)

JAGGERY RICE

(Authentic Royal)
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Medicare Health Insurance Made Clear
PRESENTATION AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST AT

RACHNA - HARESH SHAH
6503 Pepperdine Drive, Buena Park, CA 9062 • (714) 595-5010

• Medicare Health Insurance, Your Benefits & Options
• Description of Medicare Supplement Insurance and Medicare Advantage plans, and their pros & cons
• Presentation of Medicare Advantage Plans and enrollment assistance
• Individual guidance on enrollment in Medicare Supplement Insurance and Prescription Drug Plans

ADMISSION IS FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
TO RSVP CALL HARESH SHAH, a licensed agent, at (714) 595-5010 or

send an email to: hareshshah2000@yahoo.com with your name(s) and program location.

The Speakers: Haresh Shah, CA License: 0H40917
   Rachna Shah, CA License: 0K36850
- A deep understanding of Medicare from five years in healthcare industry.

- An independent insurance sales agent, representing:
- Medicare Advantage Plans - Medicare Supplement Insurance

- Prescription Drug Plans

Dedicated to helping people choose the health plan
that best meets their healthcare needs & budget

Haresh Shah is not connected with the Federal Medicare program.

FASHION
Nazranaa Has Heritage And Modern Couture Meet
India -West  News Desk

NEW YORK, NY – South Asian  
fashion and bridalwear brand 
Nazranaa presented its Spring/
Summer 2027 collection, ‘Sam-
skriti 2.0,’ during New York  Fash-
ion Week, September 16, with 
actor Bhumi Pednekar making 
her global runway debut as the 
showstopper.

The presentation at Refec-
tory Chelsea in New York City 
drew on Indian architecture, 
spirituality, festivals, literature, 
mathematics and poetry, in-

designers Shivangi Gupta Singh 
and Shashank Gupta.

The collection included references 
to the Meenakshi Temple, Prem 
Mandir, Jagannath Puri Rath Yatra, 
Holi and Raas Leela. A lehenga drew 
inspiration from the Meenakshi 
Temple’s architecture, while another 
look referenced Vrindavan and the 
stories of Radha and Krishna.

“Our mother was born in Mathu-
ra, and we grew up spending time 
in Mathura and Vrindavan, sur-
rounded by stories of Radha and 
Krishna,” Shivangi said. “Samskriti 
2.0 brings that emotional connec-
tion to a New York runway.”

Two menswear jackets drew from 
India’s mathematical and literary 
traditions. One was based on Acha-
rya Pingala’s Meru Prastara, using 
Laghu, Guru, 1 and 0. The other 
drew from the ‘Sarvatobhadra,’ 
a multidirectional pattern poem 

terpreting the themes through 
contemporary couture.

‘Samskriti 2.0’ built on Naz-

ranaa’s earlier 
collection, ‘Samskriti,’ and was 
created by sibling founders and 

by 7th-century Sanskrit 
poet Māgha, and incor-
porated it into a revers-
ible geometric design.

Pednekar closed the 
show in a hand-embroi-
dered velvet lehenga and 
blouse inspired by the 
Ramakrishna Temple at 
Belur Math. The design 
drew on the temple’s 
architectural elements 
associated with Hindu 
temples, mosques and 

churches. The skirt featured a 
swan representing the Paramat-
man, or Supreme Self, from Swami 
Vivekananda’s emblem, while a net 
veil with scalloped lotus detailing 
completed the look.

“There is something very special 
about seeing Indian culture cel-
ebrated on a global stage like New 
York Fashion Week,” Pednekar 
said. “Closing the show for Nazra-
naa’s Samskriti 2.0 felt incredibly 
special because of the way they 
took stories, symbols and traditions 
that are so deeply rooted in India 
and translated them into beautiful, 
modern couture.”

“With Samskriti 2.0, we con-
tinue using fashion to bring India’s 
extraordinary temples, texts and 
intellectual traditions to a global 
audience,” Shashank Gupta said. 
“We want each garment to spark 
curiosity about the story behind it.”

SPECIAL OFFER: MATURE FRUITING AND 
FLOWERING CHIKU/SAPOTA TREES NOW AVAILABLE
Pick Chiku/Sapota fruit from your own tree this season!

*Grafted to four select varieties suited to S. California: PTN#1, Molix, Moreno and Alano.
• Specimen, 25 gallon pot size trees are 7’ – 8’ tall and 5’ wide with an average trunk diameter of 2”. 
• All have been producing fruit harvests for at least 5 years. 
• Harvest period in S. California typically ranges from September to October. 
• Fruit weight ranges from 2.30 - 6.40 ounces.  
• Please call for pricing and to view photos of the large Chiku/Sapota trees. 
• Free local delivery provided. 

Papaya Tree Nursery is a trusted source for organically grown tropical & subtropical fruit trees. Family owned & operated for over 
30 years, the nursery offers selected varieties of fruit trees specifically adapted to various growing zones throughout Southern 
California. To help them thrive in your home garden, growing information is provided both verbally and in printed form.

SOME OF THE PLANTS OFFERED: BANANA – FIG – JAKFRUIT – LITCHEE – MANGO –  PAPAYA – 
POMEGRANATE – KALA JAMUN – SHAHTOOT/MULBERRY – SITAPHAL/SHARIFA - MORINGA

Open 7 Days A Week by Same- Day Appointment Only. 8 AM to 6PM (Please Call First) 

www.papayatreenursery.com | (818) 363-3680
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6 In 10 Young Adults, College Students Report Mental Health Concerns

Help Build Awareness of Trusted 
Resources

Many young adults are unsure 
where to turn for help, which can 
be particularly true when they or 
their families are navigating mental 
health concerns for the first time. At 
the local level, community organi-
zations, nonprofits, and state-based 
services can provide accessible, 
often low- or no-cost support — 
from crisis lines to counseling and 
peer programs. Raising awareness 
of these options can make it easier 
to take the first step.

Health plans can also play a role 
in helping individuals understand 
and access available mental health 
support. For example, some insur-
ers provide digital self-care tools, 
coaching, and 24/7 support lines for 
in-the-moment assistance, as well as 

By Dr. KRISTINA PETSAS

 Mental health challenges among 
young people remain persistently 
high, and many students and fami-
lies are still trying to understand 
how best to respond.

Whether you’re a parent, caregiver, 
educator, or navigating these chal-
lenges yourself, here are four ways to 
help support mental well-being:

Start with Open, Honest Conver-
sations

Frequency doesn’t always lead 
to understanding. Survey findings 
uncover that while 39% of parents 

WELLNESS

of college students believed their 
child felt understood after con-
versations, only 28% of students 
agreed, and 26% said they felt 
misunderstood. Meanwhile, young 
adults not enrolled in college 
report speaking with parents less 
often, yet their perceptions of men-
tal health challenges were more 
closely aligned with their parents. 
Together, these findings suggest 
that how we communicate matters 
as much as how often. Prioritizing 
meaningful, two-way conversa-
tions that emphasize listening, 
empathy and understanding can 
make a meaningful difference.

Encourage Balanced Use of AI
Digital  tools are playing a 

growing  ro le  in  how young 
adults and students manage 
their mental health. Nearly one-
third (31%) of respondents re-
ported using AI-based platforms 
to explore symptoms or find 
coping strategies, and 26% of 
those users said they’ve turned 
to these tools for companion-
ship, reassurance, or emotional 
support. While these resources 
can be helpful, they are most 
effective when used alongside 
guidance from qualified health 
care professionals. in-person and virtual care options.

Seek Professional Help When 
Necessary

If feelings of stress, anxiety, or 
depression start to feel overwhelm-
ing, reach out to your primary care 
physician (PCP). If you don’t have 
a PCP, establish a relationship with 
one. Your PCP will provide valuable 
insights and care, and referrals if 
needed. Getting the right support 
can guide you toward a more bal-
anced and fulfilling life.

If you or someone you know is 
struggling or in crisis, you can also 
call or text the 988 Suicide and 
Crisis Lifeline for 24-hour, confi-
dential support.

(Petsas is Chief Medical Officer 
of Quality and Compliance at West 
Coast Markets, UnitedHealthcare)
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We offer the following services:
• Preparation of Individuals, Partnerships, Corporations and Fiduciaries income tax returns
•  Compilations, Reviews and Audits of financial statements
•  Audits of 401k and profit sharing plans
•  Audits of non-profit organizations financial statements
•  Preparation of personal financial statements
•  Preparation of non-profit organizations tax returns
•  Monthly, quarterly, or annual bookkeeping services
•  Tax planning and incorporations
•  Representation before income tax, sales tax and other regulatory tax authorities
•  Paperless attestation engagements

Venkat Bramharouthu, CPA
Member, AICPA

21860 S Burbank Blvd., Ste 110, Woodland Hills, CA 91367
818-468-8408 • www.sterlingtax.net • vbramha@sterlingtax.net

STERLING ACCOUNTING & TAX 
SERVICES INC.

We have experience servicing companies in various types of industries 
including: Manufacturing, Retail, Entertainment, Real Estate, Technology, Motels, 
Restaurants, Construction, Food Processing, Financing and Professional Services.

Quality Service at Economical Rates

BUY AT 3.625% 
30 Year Fixed 

2-1 BUYDOWN PROGRAM

WE WILL PAY FOR 
YOUR APPRAISAL!

CALL TODAY

1-800-991-4162
No Tax Return Loans available for 

Self Employed Buyers

nkohli@rapidcapitalinc.com

BUY A HOME WITH 5% DOWN • NO MORTGAGE INSURANCE

Apply online at www.rapidcapitalinc.com

1 Park Plaza, Suite 600, Irvine, CA 92614
www.rapidcapitalinc.com

NMLS #902784  •  California BRE# 01819194

* 2-1 Buydown scenario assumes 740+ FICO,  800K Purchase price, 80% LTV,  Seller concession of $13,562)

Navin Kohli
CEO / President

ENTERTAINMENT

Federation of 
India  made 
the announce-
ment in Mum-
bai on Septem-
ber 18. There 
were 33 films 
in contention 
this year, and 
the jury picked 
Santosh Da-
vakhar’s film to represent India in the Best International 
Feature Film category at the 99th Academy Awards.

The film stars Kishor Kadam, Ishita Deshmukh, Yogesh 
Sohoni, Nishad Bhoir and Anuj Prabhu. It is set against 
the backdrop of the traditional Maharashtrian Gondhal 
ritual, a night-long folk performance involving music, 
dance and mythology. 

‘Gondhal’ is the fourth Marathi film to represent India 
at the Academy Awards, after ‘Shwaas’, ‘Harishchandrachi 
Factory’ and ‘Court’.

Prior to this, India’s official entry for the Best Interna-
tional Feature Film category at the 98th Academy Awards 
was Neeraj Ghaywan’s drama ‘Homebound’, starring Vishal 
Jethwa and Ishaan Khatter. The film subsequently made 
the 15-film Oscars shortlist for International Feature Film.

The 99th Academy Awards, honoring films released dur-
ing 2026, are scheduled for March 14, 2027, at the Dolby 
Theatre at Ovation Hollywood in Los Angeles. The eligibility 
period runs from January 1 through December 31, 2026, 
while nominations are scheduled to be announced on Janu-
ary 21, 2027. Conan O’Brien is set to return as host for the 
third consecutive year.                                                     (IANS)

Marathi Film 
‘Gondhal’ Selected As 
India’s Oscars Entry

Contd. from P1
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Acharya
Santa Prasad Shastri

WE CAN HELP WITH

Pujas, Havans and Rituals
Horoscope reading
Palm & Face reading
Gemstones

Kaal Sarpa dosha

Mangal dosha

Marriage problems

Job problems

Business Problems

Financial Problems

Career Issues

Court Cases

Health Problems

Immigration/Green Card

Relationship issues

Marriage/Divorce

Career problems

Health issues

Family issues

Financial problems

Stress/Depression

18002 Devlin Ave Artesia, CA 90701info@himalayanvedicastrology.com

www.himalayanvedicastrology.com

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri is a renowned Himalayan Vedic Astrologer 
based in California. He started his Vedic astrological education at the age of 
8 and went through 19 years of rigorous education and training at Maharishi 
Vedic Gurukul, New Delhi, India. He has more than 40 years of experience in 
Vedic Astrology. He is also a Teacher of the transcendental meditation & 
yoga. He is a master of four vedas (Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda and 
Atharveda). He is a specialist for all kinds of Vedic Yagyas and Pujas. 

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri can solve all your problems through Vedic 
Astrology. Contact today for a free consultation.

Enlightenment with (TM) Transcendental Meditation

HIMALAYAN VEDIC ASTROLOGY

SPECIAL PUJAS FOR

S O L U T I O N S  F O R  A L L  Y O U R  P R O B L E M S

+1(310) 486-7608

MOTEL HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED SERVICES

COMPANIONSHIP
Seeking a Lady Companion

Looking for Front Desk help
 in Bay area

Free accommodation provided. 
Looking for reliable person with 
strong customer service skills. 
Hotel/motel experience preferred 
but willing to train the right per-
son. Contact: 704 266 0609/
Vijay649k@gmail.com

Resident Motel Manager 
in Riverside CA

We are looking for a resident, 
reliable Manager to run our Motel 
with 22 rooms in Riverside County, 
Greater Los Angeles Area. We 
prefer a couple with experience 
in motel management. Responsi-
bilities include check-in/ check-out 
duties, monitor housekeeping, 
address maintenance issues, or-
der supplies. Need to have legal 
work status. Apartment will be 
provided rent free along with com-
petitive compensation. Contact: 
6504509191/
motelmgr.rv@gmail.com

Resident Manager – Franchised 
Hotel near Bay Area

Resident Manager – Franchised  
Hotel Established franchised  hotel 
is seeking an experienced, depend-
able Resident Manager to oversee 

daily hotel operations. Respon-
sibilities include guest service, 
front  desk supervision, staff coor-
dination, housekeeping oversight, 
maintenance follow-up, and main-
taining franchise standards. Hotel 
management experience preferred. 
Must be hands-on, organized, 
professional, and available for on-
site responsibilities. Competitive 
compensation and on-site housing 
available. Please send your resume 
and contact information to apply 
via pipforhotel@gmail.com

Laundry & Janitor job opening
We are looking for reliable, hard-
working people for laundry and 
janitorial work in Southern Utah. 
Accommodation will be provided. 
Call: 435-669-5001 / 435-668-3222

Resident Motel Manager
Franchise Motel in Rio Rancho, 
New Mexico. We are looking for 
Front desk agent single or couple 
to manage the motel. Must have 
legal status with previous motel 
experience preferred. On site ac-
commodation provided. Contact 
Jay 316-207-2176 

Night Auditor eeded
We are currently taking applica-
tions for a Night Audit Agent po-
sition in North Hollywood. Please 

FOR LEASE
31-Room Motel for Lease – 

San Bernardino, CA
Excellent opportunity! Newly 
renovated 31-room motel avail-
able for lease in the heart of San 
Bernardino. Includes a manager’s 
apartment and is perfect for a fam-
ily or experienced motel operator. 
Great location with excellent busi-
ness potential. Serious inquiries 
only. Call/Text: 818-983-8814 
Email: sushant.gupta@gmail.com

Now Hiring (Alabama) 
Cashier at Gas Station

40 to 70 Hours a week Paid Weekly 
Day & Evening Shifts Shared Ac-
commodation provided $14 to $16 
Per Hour. Contact: 205-777-2907

LIVE - IN Nanny - Anaheim, CA
Experienced LIVE -IN nanny 
needed for a newborn baby(to be 
born) and 2 year old boy (goes to 
daycare full time). Light cooking 
and laundry. Must have experience 
with newborn and be a U.S.Citizen 
or green card holder. Whatsapp 
me: +1 562-382-4685

Indian Cuisine Cook
Rajwadi Pointe in Salt Lake City 
is hiring an experienced full-time 
Indian cuisine cook. The can-
didate should have experience 
preparing authentic North Indian, 
South Indian, and Gujarati dishes, 
including curries, appetizers, 
tandoori items, breads, and made-
to-order meals. Must maintain 
strong food-safety and cleanliness 
standards, be dependable, and 
work well with a team. Evening 
and weekend availability is re-
quired. Competitive pay based on 
experience. To apply, call or Text 
Jalpa Soni - 801-427-5585

Motel GM Available
Remote General Manager services 
available for Motels in CA and 
WA.25+ years of experience with 
prestigious professional certifica-
tions.Full details at HR @MOTEL 
MANAGEMENT CONSULTING 
SERVICES PLLLC. Contact: 831-
428-6201/sanjaybss@gmail.com

Single South Indian Lady about 
65 years for single sophisticat-
ed south Indian for companion-
ship please call in confidence 
747-322-9170.

email your resumes. Contact: 
1030jobs@gmail.com

Front Desk Oregon 
Franchised

We are looking for front  desk for a 
franchised  hotel in Oregon. Must 
be fluent in English. Will provide 
accommodations . 530-604-3938

Front Desk Needed – 
San Francisco Bay Area Motel

Free accommodation provided. 
Students welcome! Looking for a 
friendly, reliable person with good 
computer and strong customer ser-
vice skills. Fluent English required. 
Hotel/motel experience preferred 
but willing to train the right per-
son. Contact: 510-512-6499

Bay Area Resident Motel Manager 
(Ccouple preferred)

48 Unit Franchised Motel in Bay 
Area (Hayward/Castro Valley) 
seeks experienced resident man-
ager or couple. Position includes 
on-site housing: 1-bed, 1-bath 
apartment with living room and 
kitchen. Must be fluent in English 
with strong computer skills to 
operate our property management 
system. Proven leadership required 
to manage staff and front desk du-
ties. Send resume and references to 
OaklandHotelForLease@gmail.com
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Call to book your FREE Consult Now!
In House CT Scan Available

www.dental2000.com
714-478-2868

SINGLE IMPLANT
$999*INCLUDES IMPLANT, 

ABUTMENT AND CROWN
*Expires 11/6/2026. Cannot be combined with insurance Fees. New Patients only.
Excludes extraction, bonegraft, etc. Cannot be Combined with other coupons.

 starting at

HEALTHCARE FINANCING FOR YOUR PRICELESS SMILE.

Trust in American 
implants, don’t be 

fooled with overseas 
knock off . Proven with 
20 years of success.

1 FREE EXTRACTION
with IMPLANT SURGERY (Minimum 2 Implants)

*Expires 11/6/2026. Cannot be combined with insurance Fees. New Patients only. 
Excludes extraction, bonegraft, etc. Cannot be Combined with other coupons.

IRVINE:
17305 Von Karman Ave, 
Ste. 106, Irvine, CA 92614

LAGUNA NIGUEL:  
30012 Crown Valley Pkwy, STE B, 
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Laser Cleaning /  
Exam / CT Scan

$100*
Exp. 11/6/2026

New Patient Special 

Dr. Nimesh Patel
Se Habla 
Espanol
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