
www.indiawest.com Vol. I, No.07 • November 11, 2022

Voice of the Indian American Community

INDIA WEST

Voice of the Indian American Community

For the latest on Indian American Politics, Business, 

Entertainment, Community Affairs visit www.indiawest.com

Contd. on P23 Contd. on P22

Contd. on P23

Indian Americans Score

All 4 Of ‘Samosa Caucus’ Re-elected
India-West News Desk

LOS ANGELES, CA -  While 

the Indian American caucus, 

dubbed the ‘Samosa Caucus’ 

added one more member with 

the election of Shri Thanedar, 

all the other four easily won 

re-election.

Pramila Jayapal in Washing-

ton State, Raja Krishnamoorthi 

in Illinois, and Ro Khanna and 

Ami Bera in California raced to 

their wins. All are Democrats.

India’s “son-in-law” J.D. 

Pramila Jayapal Raja Krishnamoorthi Ro Khanna Ami Bera

Historic: Aruna Miller 
Elected Lt.Gov of Maryland

India-West News Desk

ANNAPOLIS, MD - Aruna Miller has 

been elected Lieutenant Governor of Mary-

land in the midterm elections in which the 

Democrats wrested the top spots in the 

state from the Republicans.

She and the candidate for Governor Wes 

Moore won 59.3 percent of the votes run-

MI Sends Indian American 
Shri Thanedar to Congress

India-West News Desk

DETROIT, MI - “We did it!” said a beam-

ing Shri Thanedar on November 8, when 

his became one of the races where voters 

had been overwhelmingly clear giving him 

a landslide victory and sending him to the 

US House of Representatives.

 “With early returns showing us receiving 

Aruna Miller with Wes Moore, who too made history as the first African American Governor. Self-made millionaire Shri Thanedar clinched a predominantly African American district. 
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END 

THE 

SILENCE

END 

DOMESTIC

VIOLENCE

Working 

Together to End the Violence 
If you or someone you know is being abused, reach out to SAHARA.

 Confidential and free

 Culturally and Linguistically specific support services. 

 

Our Advocates Speak Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi, Gujarati , Bangla, Tamil & Telugu

 

 

Love 
Is 

Respect

You 
Are Not 

Alone

"This project was supported by Grant No 15JOVW-21-GG-00778-CSSP awarded by the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S.

Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are

those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S Department of Justice"

 

Call (562)402-4132 or OUR TOLL FREE HELPLINE

 1 (888)-724- 2722

to schedule an appointment

17100 Pioneer Blvd Ste. 260, Artesia CA 90701 

‘Fans Are Lovin’ It’: McDonald’s Joins Forces With Designer 
Megha Rao To Create An Innovative Diwali Experience

McDonald’s partnered with NY based Indian American fashion designer Megha 
Rao to celebrate Diwali in a unique fashion. 

An overview of the rangoli designs.

During the five days of Diwali, the drive-thru areas of the fast-food giant 
were decked out in colorful rangoli designs made by Rao. 

By REENA RATHORE

NEW YORK, NY - Like many first-

generation Indian Americans, fashion 

designer Megha Rao grew up celebrating 

Diwali, the Festival of Lights, at home but 

hardly ever saw it being acknowledged 

outside of her community. But today, as 

many brands and retailers across the U.S. 

step up to cater to the community, that 

landscape is rapidly shifting, and Rao is 

“honored” to be a part of the change.

In the run-up to the festival, McDon-

ald’s and Rao teamed up to create a one-

of-its-kind experience. The fast-food giant 

welcomed its patrons with a first-ever 

Diwali drive-thru experience featuring 

traditional rangoli designs made by Rao.

During the five days of Diwali, at select 

locations in Illinois, Texas, and Virginia, the 

drive-thru areas were immersed in vibrant 

hues, bringing high festive energy into the 

space. Rao told India-West that McDon-

ald’s and Diwali were an integral part of her 

childhood and to be able to now celebrate 

this festival with her friends, family and 

community via this collaboration was both 

an honor and a full-circle moment.

“One of my favorite memories growing 

up was grabbing McDonald’s world-famous 

fries, a hot fudge sundae and a coke af-

ter dance class every Saturday with my 

mother, a tradition I’ve continued with 

my own children,” Rao said. “When this 

experience to partner with such a global 

and inclusive brand like McDonald’s for 

Diwali came about, the very first thought I 

had was 5-year-old Megha and 

the emotions she would feel as 

a young girl seeing one of our 

most treasured holidays being 

celebrated on this large scale in 

such a beautiful and grand way.”

Customers also received a ran-

goli coloring page and crayons 

to customize their own art while 

learning more about the holiday. 

Each location was selected based 

on its high Indian American 

population and proximity to local 

Diwali celebrations. 

For those who were unable 

to witness the in-person cel-

ebrations, McDonald’s created a 

Diwali AR lens on Snapchat and 

Instagram. The filter simulated a 

virtual tunnel of lights with vivid 

rangoli designs that could be 

shared with friends and family.

The program, according to 

McDonald’s, intended to not 

only celebrate the festival with 

the Indian American community 

but also educate others about its 

cultural traditions.  

Rao, the founder of HoliChic, a fashion 

label that can be best described as an amal-

gamation of Indian culture and western 

sensibilities, noted that she looks forward to 

celebrating the festival every year while keep-

ing to traditions preserved over the years.

She added that she drew upon her own 

experiences and feelings to find inspiration 

for her designs. “The colorful heart-shaped 

rangoli illustration I created for McDon-

ald’s is a playful representation of love for 

family and Diwali,” she told India-West. “I 

also wanted to instill the core values and 

aspects of Indian culture that I learned from 

my mother, so within the designs I utilized 

colors that carry significant meanings to 

our community – such as red to symbolize 

excitement and love or saffron to represent 

courage and wisdom.”

Rao’s post about the collaboration re-

ceived widespread love on Instagram. See-

ing their culture and traditions embraced 

in this fashion was a surreal moment for 

many and prompted emotional reactions, 

with many noting that this sends a message 

about the importance of representation and 

feeling represented is empowering.

“Little me feels seen,” commented one fol-

lower, while another user chimed in: “Never 

thought I’d see it.” Several users called this 

“monumental” for future generations while 

for others, it evoked feelings of nostalgia, 

with one follower commenting: “This makes 

my inner child so, so happy.”

COMMUNITY
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India Journal Founding Editor Mohinder Singh was born on September 10, 1926 at 

Village Faridabad in Nankana Sahib District (now in Pakistan). He obtained a master’s 

degree in Journalism in 1950 and spent over 70 years of his life in journalistic jobs. 

He started his career as Publicity and Information Officer of Punjab governments in 

Patiala and Chandigarh for 5 years (1951-56). Thereafter he worked as Editor of Govt. 

of India Publications and Public Relations Manager of Public Sector undertakings for 

nearly 30 years in India.

He also worked as an officer on special duty in the Rashtrapati Bhavan (New Delhi) 

in 1982-83 where he planned, compiled and edited a book on President Gyani Zail 

Singh entitled “People’s President.” The book was released by Prime Minister Indira 

Gandhi at her residence in January 1984. This indicated his closeness with both 

2019: Mohinder Singh with his wife Jasbir Kaur. Second row from R: 
daughter Dr. Balwinder Kaur, granddaughters Sehejneet Kaur, Sabrina 
Chugh, & daughter in law Ritu Chugh. Back row from R: Dr. Rajwant 
Singh, grandsons Guransh Singh, Veeraj Chugh, & son Navneet Chugh.

Mohinder Singh with India President Gyani Zail Singh in 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi in August 1982.

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi releasing the book titled “Peo-
ple’s President” written by Mohinder Singh in February of 1984

Mohinder Singh with Indian Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar in 1990.

Mohinder Singh with U.S. President Bill Clinton in the 

White House in 1996. President Clinton is holding India 

Journal in his hand. Mohinder Singh with Indian Prime Minister I.K. Gujral in 1998.

President and Prime Minister, which is rare. He was also very close to another Prime 

Minister, I.K. Gujral, since their college days at Lahore, Pakistan.

He retired from Govt. of India in 1986 and immigrated to the USA where he started 

a new life by becoming the Founding Editor of a new English weekly Newspaper “India 

Journal” that he started with his son. He successfully edited India Journal for more 

than 30 years. Three months after his 95th birthday, and ten days before his passing, 

India Journal acquired India West.

He left behind wife Jasbir Kaur of 70 years, daughter Dr. Balwinder Kaur, son-

in-law Dr. Rajwant Singh, son Navneet Chugh, daughter-in-law Ritu Chugh, two 

granddaughters, Sehejneet Kaur and Sabrina Chugh, and two grandsons, Veeraj 

Chugh and Guransh Singh.

Mohinder Singh 
September 10, 1926 – December 25, 2021

  In Memoriam: 
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Spectacular BAPS Diwali Festivities

The brilliantly lit up temple in Chino Hills, CA drew thousands of people and huge attention in local media

India-West Staff Reporter

LOS ANGELES, CA - Diwali, with colors, lights, 
and food fused with joy and tradition– was celebrated 
at the BAPS Swaminarayan Mandirs across North 
America. Visitors were greeted with a festive and 
traditional welcome at temple entrances with colorful 
rangolis displaying various traditional Hindu symbols.

In preparation for the festivities, many devotees, 
young and old, gave their time to help create decorations, 
prepare for children’s Diwali, and set the stage for the 
most significant ritual of the festival, the ‘Annakut,’ a 
press release said. It was celebrated on October 26with 
over 1500 food delicacies being offered to the Lord. 

This year, millions of BAPS devotees across the 
globe are also taking part in the centennial celebra-
tions of Pramukh Swami Maharaj, the spiritual guru 
and leader of BAPS Swaminarayan Sanstha. After 
darshan of the Annakut, visitors got to view an 
exhibition-themed “Century of Service,” which gave 
an immersive experience into his life.

The press release noted that Pramukh Swami Ma-
haraj lived by the principle, “In the joy of others, lies 
our own.” He dedicated his life to selflessly serving 
others for the greater good of humanity, traveling 
across the world as an ambassador of peace, har-
mony, and faith; all while maintaining firm faith in 
God and adhering to His teachings. Pramukh Swami 
Maharaj visited over 250,000 homes across more 
than 50 countries and replied to over 750,000 let-
ters, personally counseling individuals, helping them 
through struggles, and inspiring them to live value-
centric lives. His virtues and life’s work transformed 
individuals, families, and communities worldwide. 

While Indian Americans reveled in the spectacular 
celebrations, Mahant Swami Maharaj celebrated 
Diwali and Annakut in Gondal, in Gujarat.

In Houston, TX the Annakut was marveled at by one and all.
An immersive exhibition on the life of Pramukh Swami Maharaj 
drew devotees a the temple in Robbinsville, NJ
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Largest, Tallest Temple 
In North America 
Opens in Cary, NC

CARY, NC (IANS) Adding on to the 
Diwali cheer among Hindu Americans, a 
new 87-foot tower at the Sri Venkateswara 
Temple in Cary was inaugurated in the 
presence of hundreds of devotees by North 
Carolina Governor Roy Cooper.

The completion of the tower, named 
“Tower of Unity and Prosperity”, comes 13 
years after the temple construction started 
in 2009, and is now the tallest of its kind in 
North America.

“What a wonderful day this is, espe-
cially in times of trouble... walking into this 
temple with reverence and leaving your 
worries on the outside for just a while... 
That’s something we all need to do, but then 

we can always 
leave the tem-
ple with even 
more deter-
mination than 
ever to address 
those worries, 
and to make 
sure we’re do-
ing something 
about it,” Coo-
per said ad-
dressing the 
community.

Approval for 
the tower was 

granted in 2019, and construction began 
in April 2020, “right at the onset of the 
coronavirus pandemic,” Lakshminaray-
anan Srinivasan, general secretary of the 
temple’s board of trustees, told Raleigh 
News & Observer.

According to Srinivasan, the “donate 
a brick” program, which invited Indian 
Americans from across the country to 
donate whatever they could to help see 
through the tower’s completion, saw 
around $2.5 million come in from more 
than 5,000 donors.

Srinivasan said that there are additional 
plans for expansion, including an assembly 
hall that would be built next to the temple. 
He added that there are plans to build 
fountains and a “manicured landscape” to 
surround the temple.

The temple is modeled after the famous 
Sri Venkateswara Temple in Tirupati. It 
came into being after there was a growing 
demand by Indians living in the Triangle 
area of North Carolina, who wanted the 
grandeur and minutely detailed artwork 
of South Indian temples reproduced here.

Fourteen artisans were brought in from 
India to hand-carve the temple’s decorative 
Hindu idols out of cement.

The expansion of the temple comes 
at a time when the Indian population in 
the Triangle area, also known as Raleigh-
Durham-Chapel Hill, is growing. According 
to Indian American Impact, 425,000 Asian 
Americans live in NC with Indian Ameri-
cans making up the largest ethnic group.

According to 2021 census estimates, 
over 51,000 Indian-Americans lived in 
Wake County in NC, and 57,000 in Wake, 
Durham and Orange counties combined.
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Hindu Chandu Acharya on Homeland Security’s 
Faith-Based Security Advisory Council

WASHINGTON, DC 
(IANS) - Indian Ameri-
can Chandru Acharya 
has been appointed to 
the US Department of 
Homeland Security’s 
(DHS) Faith-Based Se-
curity Advisory Council. 
Acharya will be the Hin-
du voice in this commit-
tee of 25 faith leaders.

He is widely acknowl-
edged in the Hindu 
American community 
and interfaith forums for building 
bridges with various faith commu-
nities through dialogue and peace 
initiatives, a press release said.

Acharya is the president of Ime-
tris Corporation, an IT consulting 
and services company based in 

Saline, MI. He was raised in India 
and now lives with his wife Smita 
and their two teenagers in Canton.

He is also a yoga instructor and 
football coach. He teaches Hindu 
history, heritage, and culture at Can-
ton’s Hindu Temple Balagokulam 

and is regularly invited 
to speak about Hindu-
ism in nearby schools 
and colleges. The Faith-
Based Security Advisory 
Council provides advice 
to the Secretary and 
other senior leadership 
on matters related to 
protecting houses of 
worship, preparedness, 
and enhanced coordi-
nation with the faith 
community.

“This Council is an important 
way for the Department to engage 
formally with critical partners on 
issues impacting faith communi-
ties, said Brenda Abdelall, Assis-
tant Secretary for Partnership and 
Engagement.

Sikh Kiran Gill Named to 
Faith-Based Advisory Council

N E W  Y O R K ,  N Y 
(IANS) - After Indian 
American community 
leader Chandru Acharya, 
Kiran Kaur Gill, a Sikh, 
has been named to the US 
Department of Homeland 
Security’s (DHS) Faith-
Based Security Advisory 
Council.

Gill is the Executive 
Director, Sikh American 
Legal Defense and Edu-
cation Fund (SALDEF). 
At the Sikh-American 
advocacy organization 
based in Washington, Gill oversees programs related to policy, research, 
education, civic engagement, and youth leadership.

She was previously a volunteer for SALDEF conducting Sikh Awareness 
training around the country for schools, law enforcement and state/local 
government. She was actively involved in teaching Sikh history and kirtan.

Before SALDEF, Gill was the president and CEO of an environmental 
consulting firm in NJ. In 2014, she was selected as “Small Businessperson 
of the Year” by the US Small Business Administration.

The Faith-Based Security Advisory Council provides advice to the Sec-
retary and other senior leadership on matters related to protecting houses 
of worship, preparedness, and enhanced coordination with the faith com-
munity. “This Council is an important way for the Department to engage 
formally with critical partners on issues impacting faith communities,” 
said Brenda Abdelall, Assistant Secretary for Partnership and Engagement.

“Members of the Faith-Based Security Advisory Council will provide 
valuable insight that will benefit our stakeholders nationwide on impor-
tant issues within the scope of the Department’s mission.”

Kiran Kaur Gill

Indian Americans Celebrate 
Chhath Puja in Several States

WASHINGTON, 
DC (ANI) - Hundreds 
of Indian Americans 
gathered at river banks, 
lakes and makeshift 
water bodies across 
the United States to 
worship the Sun God 
as they celebrated the 
popular Hindu festival 
of Chhath Puja on Oc-
tober 30. Several states 
across the US, includ-
ing California, Arizona, 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Texas, North Carolina, and 
Washington DC, were the scenes of the celebration.

The Bihar Jharkhand Association of North America (BJANA) organized 
the Chhath Puja across the country including at Thompson Park, Monroe, 
NJ where 1,500 members participated.

More than 300 people gathered for the celebrations in MA despite it 
being a working day.

BJANA started organizing the Chhath puja five years ago, which has 
now become their signature event.

Chhath Puja is one of the most auspicious festivals in Bihar, Jharkhand, 
and Eastern Uttar Pradesh. The festival is dedicated to the sun god.
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Direct Line: 714-626-2023 • Cell: 714-335-9048
Email: jrshah@pacbell.net

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

INTERIOR DESIGNER

SERVICES AVAILABLE

• Total Remodeling with Designing &   
  Decorating
• Custom Furniture
• Mural painting and lighting
• Full line of landscaping including         
  Pool, Spa,Gazebo and BBQ.
• Hotel/Motel/Restaurant Remodeling 
  and decorating

Email: rjinteriors@yahoo.com
Cell: (714) 335-8240
Ph: (562) 691-2070

Brings Your Dream Come True

WE would help you to examine your RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL real estate portfolio and 
maximize your cashflow and appreciation including 1031 Tax deferred exchanges.

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, 
BUSINESS/INVESTMENT PROPERTIES & 

1031 TAX DEFERRED EXCHANGE EXPERT

714-335-9048

Rashmi Shah
USA graduate Interior Designer

Jigar (JR) Shah, MBA
License# 01116918

Please call JR for information of 
COVID 19 on Real Estate

Commercial

Residential

•  4 BD 4 BA Ocean View Single family home in Dana Point

•  5 BD 3.5 BA home w Views in Yorba Linda

•  5 BD 3 BA home w Views in Yorba Linda

•  5 BD 4 BA View home in Yorba Linda - For Sale

•  5 BD 5 BA 5800 sqft Home - SOLD

•  Huge Parcel of Land 530+ Acres Offering endless   
   opportunities to develop - FOR SALE

•  8 Plus acres of divisible view LOTS in La Habra Heights

•  21 Units Apartment in Sacramento

•  50,000 Plus Sq.Ft fully lease shopping center in Central      

    California

•  Shopping Center for Sale in Arizona - SOLD

•  All Medical Retail Center in Gilbert, AZ (Very Decent CAP rate)

Dr. Amol Navathe Appointed Vice Chair of Medicare Payment 
Advisory Commission Leading physician and economist will help 

advise the U.S. Congress on rapidly changing Medicare policy issues

Dr.Amol Navathe seen with then V.P. Joe Biden at the 
White House Diwali party earlier.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – No-

vember 02 – The Medicare 

Payment Advisory Commis-

sion (MedPAC) has announced 

the appointment of Dr. Amol 

Navathe, M.D., Ph.D., as Vice 

Chair. Dr. Navathe is a practic-

ing physician and economist, 

an associate professor and 

co-director of the Healthcare 

Transformation Institute, and 

associate director of the Cen-

ter for Health Incentives and 

Behavioral Economics at the 

Perelman School of Medicine 

at the University of Pennsylva-

nia. He has served on MedPAC as a 

commissioner since 2019.

“I am truly honored to be placed 

in a leadership role at MedPAC in 

this pivotal time for U.S. health-

care,” said Dr. Navathe. “It is a 

great privilege to serve the coun-

try, a responsibility I accept with 

the utmost gratitude and humil-

ity.” Dr. Navathe continued, 

“Medicare is facing unprecedented 

challenges requiring a coordinat-

ed short- and long-term approach 

to improving the national health 

system. It is our duty at MedPAC 

to help keep America healthy and 

safe. COVID-19 has shown us 

that we always have more to learn 

while also highlighting that our 

system has the capacity for great 

change. I look forward to working 

hard to protect and enhance the 

health of Americans, particularly 

our elderly. .”

Dr. Navathe brings extensive 

expertise in policy analysis and 

design to his role on the commis-

sion. He also has deep experience 

in physician and hospital economic 

behavior, along with the applica-

tion of informatics and predictive 

analytics to health care. His data 

analytics and technology work has 

led to improvements in health-

care delivery at several major 

insurers and health systems. He 

is also prominent for his scholar-

ship on payment model design, 

especially in bundled payments. 

His unique scholarship features a 

bi-directional translation between 

fundamental scientific discovery 

and real-world practice.

Dr. Navathe has published over 

100 peer-reviewed articles in Sci-

ence, The New England Journal 

of Medicine, The Journal of the 

American Medical Association 

(JAMA), Health Affairs, and other 

leading journals, as well as in The 

New York Times and other news 

outlets. He serves as an advisor to 

the governments of Singapore and 

Canada on health care financing 

and delivery models.

Dr. Navathe’s appointment to 

the commission is a proud mo-

ment for his father, Prof. Sham 

Navathe. Since 1990, the Prof. 

Navathe has been leading the da-

tabase systems research group at 

Georgia Tech. He has conducted 

research in database modeling 

and design and integration in the 

context of emerging applications 

including manufacturing and 

engineering, bioinformatics and 

clinical healthcare applications, 

His book “Fundamentals 

of Database Systems” now 

in 7th edition has been a 

worldwide leading database 

textbook translated into 

twelve languages.

Amol’s mother Aruna has 

served Children’s health-

care of Atlanta for thirty 

years and made valuable 

contributions in the field of 

Pediatric Nutrition. Amol’s 

sister Dr. Manisha Panchal 

is a senior pediatrician at 

Palo Alto Medical Foun-

dation. She is involved in 

several community healthcare 

events in the Bay Area and is 

on the advisory board of Abbott 

Nutrition. Dr. Panchal recently 

completed her fellowship in In-

tegrative medicine, which com-

bines the best of “alternative” and 

complementary treatments with 

mainstream modern medicine 

andpsychol ogy to provide care for 

the whole person: mind and body.

Amol is married to Dr. Reshama 

Navathe, a specialist in high-

risk pregnancies (Maternal Fetal 

Medicine) at the Albert Einstein 

Medical Center in Philadelphia 

and has two children. 

Dr.Amol Navathe
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India-West Staff Reporter

SUGAR LAND, TX - Entrepre-
neur and University of Houston 
alumnus Brij Agrawal and his wife, 
Sunita, have pledged $1 million 
to fund manufacturing labora-
tory equipment at the University 
of Houston College of Technol-
ogy building here. The building’s 
ground floor auditorium will now 
be named the ‘Brij and Sunita 
Agrawal Auditorium.’

Agrawal graduated from UH’s 
Cullen College of Engineering in 
1988 with a degree in mechanical 
engineering and quickly made a 
name for himself as the founder 
of numerous successful companies 
in manufacturing, fabrication, and 
fast-casual restaurants. He is the 
CEO of the VKC Group which oper-
ates more than 150 restaurants in 
TX, CO, NM.

Born in Lakhanpur, Agrawal 
moved to Houston at 17 and at-
tended night school at UH while 
working full-time. He credits his 
experience at UH for providing 
him the foundation to launch and 
sustain a successful career and 
hopes his family’s investment 
will do the same for students in 
the Fort Bend County area. The 

Brij And Sunita Agrawal Gift $1M To Houston 
Technology Lab

Agrawals are longtime Sugar 
Land residents. 

“I would not have graduated 
from college if it wasn’t for the 
UH System. That is why I am 
so passionate about supporting 
UH. I live in Sugar Land and that 
makes me more attached to the 
UH at Sugar Land campus. I am 
thrilled to know the impact this 
gift will have on the students and 
faculty in terms of access to state-
of-the-art equipment in a modern 
academic building and campus in 

Sugar Land,” said Brij Agrawal.
The gift will fund the purchase 

of the latest 3D printers, ma-
chine tools and measuring test 
equipment, and the creation of 
an advanced manufacturing de-
sign center focused on small and 
medium scale industry. Advanced 
manufacturing, or the use of in-
novative technologies to create new 
and existing products, is a key goal 
for the Advanced Technology and 

Innovation Center at UH at Sugar 
Land, an instructional site of the 
University of Houston, , a univer-
sity press release said increase in-
vestment, economic development, 
and workforce creation.

Renu Khator, UH President said, 
“Having access to state-of-the-art 
lab equipment is critical to build-
ing the skills necessary to excel in 
today’s rapidly developing technol-
ogy workforce.”The philanthropic couple - Brij And Sunita Agrawal 

The building which bears the name of the Indian American couple.

COMMUNITY
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A Recipe For Success: Shef.Com Re-
Envisions Home-Cooked Food Business

By REENA RATHORE

SAN FRANCISCO, CA – Before COVID-19 
wreaked havoc across the U.S. in 2020, busi-
ness was just picking up for Indian American 
chef Wayne, who was operating a food cart 
in downtown San Francisco to feed the office 
lunch crowd. As the pandemic wore on and of-
ficials announced shutdown measures, Wayne 
realized it was time to pivot in a different di-
rection as he had exhausted all his savings and 
needed not only to pay off the debt accrued but 
also find a steady source of income.

So, he decided to try out Shef, an online 
platform for local, homemade food. To put 
it mildly, he became an instant hit with 
customers, earning an average of $270K a 
year. Wayne is now among hundreds of food-
safety certified cooks on the platform – 77 
percent of whom are women and 71 percent 
people of color – and are making and selling 
food from their kitchens, sharing their family 
recipes, and creating a culinary experience.

“Shef was a true economic lifeline for 
me…I was tens of thousands of dollars in 
debt with nowhere to turn – until I found 
Shef,” Wayne, who specializes in North 
Indian and Indian fusion cuisine, told 
India-West. “Shef has helped me reach more 
customers than I could have ever dreamed 
of. It’s been an amazing opportunity for me.”

Success stories are abundant on Shef.
Indian American chef Supriya, who was 

among the first five chefs to join the com-
pany, was making $2,000 a day at a certain 
point which helped her offset childcare costs. 
Another Indian American chef Anu saw Shef 
as an opportunity to rebuild and restart her 
business and joined early on.

Anu, who has served more than 30,000 
dishes on the platform, told India-West: “My 
restaurant was doing very well but during 
the economic downturn in 2008, we lost ev-
erything and had to start from scratch. Then 
when the pandemic hit, my husband lost his 
job as well. That’s when we got introduced 
to Shef … I absolutely love being able to give 
my customers a true taste of home.”

In an interview with India-West, Alvin 
Salehi, Shef’s co-founder, summed up the 
entire experience as “fulfilling.”

“When you hear stories like that it is so 
incredibly meaningful that you want to do 
everything you can to help replicate that result 
for millions of people around the world one day 
because it truly can be life-changing for some 
people,” he said. “It’s not just food; it’s what 
food represents… we often say that food is cul-
ture you can taste and through food you really 
get to know somebody and there are so many 
cultures that people need to know about.”

Having access to global cuisine and unique 
regional dishes has never been easier be-
cause Shef features cooks from more than 
80 countries. From Indian, Southeast Asian, 
and Latin American to Mediterranean, Ca-
ribbean, Japanese and Korean, food from 
every country is literally at your fingertips; 
all you need to do is type in your zip code and 
it shows you the creations of your neighbor-
hood cooks. Customers need to place their 
orders in advance to give chefs time to source 
the ingredients and prepare the meals. Along 
with their delicacies and ingredient list, 
chefs also share their personal stories. Since 

launching in the San Francisco Bay Area in 
January 2019, Shef has now expanded to ten 
states plus Washington, D.C, and, to date, 
the company has served nearly 2.5 million 
meals – a testimony to its popularity.

Other than being able to follow their 
passion and raise their income levels, the 
upside for these chefs is the flexibility to 
set their own hours/prices and craft their 
own menus sans the hefty investment that 
comes with owning an eatery. The company 
assists by providing pricing, marketing, 
and photography help. So, for a myriad of 
reasons, this is definitely a dream come true 
for many “Shefs,” but, Salehi remarked, Shef 
also marks the fruition of a long-cherished 
dream of its founders.

Co-founders, Salehi and Joey Grassia – an 
early Facebook employee who built and sold 
two consumer food companies – were both 
raised by immigrant parents and saw first-
hand how difficult navigating a new country 
and culture is. So taking a people-centric 
approach and building an inclusive busi-
ness model was something they had always 
envisioned for the platform.

“The main reason we started Shef was 
because we wanted to help people like our 
parents who were immigrants to the U.S. to 
be able to have an easier time supporting 
their families as they transition to this coun-
try,” said Salehi, whose parents immigrated 
from Iran in the ‘70s. “They came here with 
barely anything in their pockets, no English 
language skills but they had a lot of hope for 

the future, for their children.”
Living in a Buena Park motel which his 

family owned was difficult at times but it gave 
him an opportunity to see how his parents 
powered through to start afresh in a new 
environment, Salehi admitted. But amidst all 
the struggles, his mom’s “incredible” home-
cooked Persian stew, Basmati rice and Persian 
bread was the food of comfort for his family.

“It is only now that I realize that it was 
never about the food; it was my mom’s op-
portunity to express to us that we were safe, 
we were loved and that everything was going 
to be ok,” Salehi told India-West. “And that’s 
the power of a homemade meal. It’s what it 
represents; there is so much culture, heri-
tage, love and care and hard work that goes 
into preparing every aspect of that meal.”

Another experience that sparked this idea 
for Salehi was a visit to the Syrian border 
while he was working as a senior technol-
ogy advisor under President Obama. “It 
was a very heartbreaking experience. Some 
of the kids I met looked almost identical to 
my little brother at that time,” said the tech 
entrepreneur who also co-founded code.gov.

Upon his return, he met up with immi-
grants and refugees to see how he could help 
and the common concern, he recalled, was 
one spouse working two jobs to put food on 
the table and the other taking care of the kids 
because they couldn’t afford daycare.

“‘I wish there was something we could 

do to help,’ they said. And I heard the same 
stories over and over,” Salehi said.

The biggest driving force for them, he 
noted, is the belief that the best food in 
the world isn’t necessarily being made at a 
restaurant; it’s being made at a house right 
down the street from you, saying “the issue 
is that most of the time you are not able to 
share that food. If you could it would be an 
incredible moment.”

Salehi said that opening up a restaurant is 
too cost prohibitive – the average price in the 
U.S. is around $300,000 – and operating it 
is challenging which is why statistically most 
restaurants fail in their first year of operation.

His parents, too, had to shutter their 
restaurant and as kid he wished he could do 
something. Looking back, he now realizes 
that the cards were stacked against them 
as this industry is the hardest industry to 
succeed in even for the most seasoned en-
trepreneurs, he continued.

“Shef,” a blend of “she” and “chef,” is 
an homage to all mothers and parents like 
theirs, he said. “If Shef had existed back 
then, it would’ve changed everything for 
our family. So our hope is that it is changing 
everything for families that are our trying to 
do the same thing like my parents decades 
ago,” he told India-West.

India’s Dabbawala Service was also a huge 
source of inspiration in the early stages of de-
velopment, Salehi told India-West and added 
that they wanted to start with Indian food 
because “the Indian community expressed 
a desire and the need for this.”

Indian cuisine is still, to date, the most 
successful cuisine on Shef, spanning over a 
dozen sub-regional specialties, he said. Call-
ing Indian dal a classic, Salehi shared that 
he is now a fan of Maharashtrian food, with 
Pav Bhaji being his favorite. 

“I already loved Indian food before Shef 
but I absolutely fell in love with Indian food 
after starting Shef because I realized that a 
lot of the Indian food I was having was at 
restaurants and that was not the authentic 
Indian food that folks want,” Salehi said.

Underscoring the importance of taste, 
Salehi noted that a culinary degree does not 

necessarily guarantee flavorful food.
“Some of the best chefs in the world have 

been making their grandmother’s recipe 
passed down generations for decades and 
decades in their home kitchens,” he said. 
Joining the platform is a very straightforward 
process but food safety and taste are of para-
mount importance. All cooks are required to 
pass an accredited food safety certification 
exam and undergo a food quality assessment.

More than 40,000 people have applied to 
cook on the platform on which many make 
around $1,000 per week, per the company. 
Shef takes a 15 percent transaction fee for 
every order plus a 10 percent fee for delivery. 
Shefs receive 100 percent of the tips.

Salehi said that it was a privilege to be able 
to offer a lifeline to people especially during 
the pandemic. “…we had individuals like line 
cooks who were making $12-$14 an hour 
come and start cooking on Shef and some of 
them were making $40-$60 an hour…they 
were able to be their own boss.”

Salehi defines success by the number of 
families impacted by Shef.

The biggest driving force for Shef’s co-founders, Alvin Salehi (L) and Joey Grassia, is the belief that 
the best food in the world isn’t necessarily being made at a restaurant; it’s being made at a house 
right down the street from you.

Indian American chef Wayne is among the 
most successful chefs on Shef.

Indian cuisine is the most successful cuisine on Shef, 
an online platform that helps people, especially 
immigrants and refugees, start a home-based food 
business. San Francisco Bay Area, based Anu was 
one of the first cooks to join the company.
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SINGLE
IMPLANT

ANTI-AGING TREATMENT BOTOX

DISCOUNTED PACKAGE SPECIALS AVAILABLE

FOR TMJ & 

FACIAL PAIN

$999*

$399* $12*

INCLUDES IMPLANT, ABUTMENT AND CROWN

*Expires 12/15/22. Cannot be combined with insurance Fees. New Patients only.

Excludes extraction, bonegraft, etc. Cannot be Combined with other coupons.

PRF Treatment Description:  Platelet-Rich Fibrin focuses on 100% 

natural healing properties found within the body. This is a safe and 

natural solution for collagen reproduction, skin tightening, pigmenta-

tion removal, acne scar reduction. Exp. 12/15/2022
Exp. 12/15/2022

NOW SERVING YOU IN TWO LOCATIONS!

IRVINE:

33 Creek Rd, STE 210-B

LAGUNA NIGUEL:

30012 Crown Valley Pkwy, STE B

Call to book your 
FREE Consult Now!

In House CT Scan Available

714-600-1741

www.dental2000.com

Se Habla Espanol

Trust in American implants, 

don’t be fooled with 

overseas knock off. Proven 

with 20 years of success.

 starting at

HEALTHCARE FINANCING FOR YOUR PRICELESS SMILE.

Per Treatment

Per Unit

HAVE YOU 

LOST YOUR 

TEETH BUT 

NOT YOUR 

APPETITE?

You CAN eat 

what you love 

again
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Call for the best rate and terms TODAY!

Tel: (562) 916-7878   •  Cell: [562] 972-5083

562-916-7878

Loans made or arranged pursuant to California Finance Lender Law. 

INVESTORS - No Income Doc Loans Available

Builder purchase – Lock rate up to 180 days 
in advance

Get Lender approval before making an offer 
and be ahead of competition

No income documents for purchases available

Short of funds for down payment? 
100% gift for down payment is allowed

Get qualified at no cost to know how 
much you can afford

We are direct lender with 35 plus years’ 
experience and over 9,000 clients served

Please call us for all your questions 
regarding Real Estate Financing!

AJ (AJIT) DUDHEKER, MBA  
PLATINUM WEST FUNDING, 
DIRECT LENDER

35 YEARS IN BUSINESS
 
SERVED OVER 
9,000 CLIENTS

ARRANGED HOME LOANS FOR 
MANY NEPALESE FRIENDS 

VERY CREATIVE IN SOLVING LOAN 
QUALIFYING PROBLEMS

FREE LOAN PRE-APPROVAL AND 
CREDIT SCORE IMPROVEMENT

NO INCOME VERIFICATION LOANS 
AVAILABLE

PRIVATE LOANS AVAILABLE

CALL FOR ALL YOUR FINANCING NEEDS!

17100 Norwalk Blvd., #112, Cerritos, CA 90703

aj@platinumwestfunding.com 
NMLS # 356134, 357611 • MORTGAGE BROKER

BUSINESS

Micron Tech CEO to Invest $100 Bln, Create 50,000 Jobs In NY
NEW YORK, NY - (IANS) Sanjay 

Mehrotra, the Indian American 

CEO of Micron Technology, has 

promised an investment of $100 

billion over the next 20 years and the 

creation of thousands of jobs in NY.

In his LinkedIn post, Mehrotra 

said he met President Joe Biden 

and showcased Micron’s future 

plans and the creation of the larg-

est semiconductor fabrication 

facility in Clay, NY.

“I was humbled to meet with Presi-

dent Biden, introduce him to some of 

the Micron team, and showcase Mi-

cron’s plans for our future megafab 

in Clay, New York. This $100 billion 

investment over the next two decades 

will create the largest semiconductor 

fabrication facility in the history of 

the US,” the Kanpur-born CEO said 

in his post of October 28.

He said that Micron Technolo-

gies will create 50,000 jobs in NY 

and partner with local colleges, 

universities and community or-

ganisations to build the workforce.

Micron Technology is a Nasdaq-

listed company that focuses on 

innovative memory and storage 

solutions. Mehrotra added that 

they want to make New York the 

hub of leading edge semiconductor 

manufacturing.

In a release, the company said 

that it will invest $250 million 

guished career at SanDisk Corporation where 

he led the company from start-up in 1988 until 

its eventual sale in 2016 to Western Digital. 

Prior to SanDisk, he held design engineering 

positions at Integrated Device Technology, 

SEEQ Technology and Intel Corporation.

Mehrotra was born in Kanpur and com-

pleted his education from Delhi’s Sardar Patel 

Vidyalaya. At the age of 18, Mehrotra moved to 

the US, transferring from BITS Pilani to attend 

the University of California, Berkeley, where 

he earned both a bachelor’s and master’s de-

grees in electrical engineering and computer 

science. He holds around 70 patents.

Sriram Krishnan 

In Elon’s Twitter 

Inner Circle 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA - Sriram Krishnan, 

an Indian American technology executive, is 

“helping out” Twitter’s new owner Elon Musk. 

Krishnan is a general partner at Silicon Valley 

venture capital firm Andreessen Horowitz and 

is on the board of Bitski, Hopin, and Polywork.

“Now that the word is out: I’m helping out @

elonmusk with Twitter temporarily with some 

other great people. I (and a16z) believe this 

is a hugely important company and can have 

a great impact on the world and Elon is the 

person to make it happen,” Krishnan tweeted. 

He confirmed however that he is “still very 

much in my day job.”

An investor in consumer startups, Krishnan 

recently, the Andreessen Horowitz website 

says, “led core consumer teams at Twitter 

where he was responsible for products includ-

ing the home timeline, new user experience, 

search, discovery, and audience growth.” He 

has also overseen mobile ad products for Snap 

and Facebook. Krishnan started his career at 

Microsoft. He is also a co-host along with his 

wife Aarthi Ramamurthy of ‘The Good Time 

Show’ on Clubhouse, a nightly show through 

which they interview innovators around tech 

and culture. They met in college in 2003 

through a Yahoo! chat room related to a coding 

project and began dating.

He is an alumnus of Anna University where 

he did his B. Tech in Information Technology.

in the Green CHIPS Community 

Investment Fund, with additional 

$100 million invested from New 

York, with $150 million from local, 

other state and national partners.

“With @MicronTech & federal 

& local partners, we’re investing 

$500 million in Central New York 

for workforce development, hous-

ing, education & more,” tweeted 

New York Governor Kathy Ho-

chul. “Thanks to our Green CHIPS 

legislation, we’ll not only bring 

50,000 jobs, we’ll make long-term 

investments in our communities,” 

Hochul added.

Mehrotra joined Micron in May 

2017, after a long and distin-
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17510 Pioneer Blvd. Ste. 204 Artesia, CA (90701)

CA Lic - 1080043

(562) 443-4040  |  info@buildrite.us  |  www.buildrite.us

BUILDRITE CONSTRUCTION

TURNKEY CONSTRUCTION SOLUTIONS
Buildrite is a one stop solution for all your Design and Construction requirements. We cater
to a variety of residential and commercial projects offering end to end turnkey solutions.

DESIGN BUILD PROCESS ADUs and JADUs

CUSTOM HOMESADDITIONS

Design Build is a construction process that provides owners 
with a single point of contact for both the design and 
construction phases of a project. Buildrite is a full-service 
design and build company offering following services.

We take off all the burden from your shoulders - just let us 
know your requirement and we will turn your vision into 
reality ensuring that your project is finished on time and 
within budget.

New California laws make it easier than ever to build an acces-
sory dwelling unit (ADU) on your property. Now CALFHA is 
offering a grant for up to $40,000 for building ADUs.

An ADU is a secondary housing unit on a single-family residen-
tial lot. It can be attached to the primary house like a convert-
ed garage, or unattached like a free-standing cottage. You 
can create an ADU/JADU from a new or existing structure.

Creating a custom home is a large undertaking and you want 
to make the process as simple and enjoyable as possible. 
Buildrite offers ground up construction either from an unde-
veloped parcel of land or by demolishing an existing struc-
ture and building a new one in its place. We can help you with 
the whole process from concept to completion.

With sky-rocketing property prices and rapidly increasing 
demand for residential space it makes more sense to maxi-
mize the covered area in your lot. Be it room additions on the 
ground floor or constructing a new second floor on your exist-
ing house our team can help realize your vision.

Additions can be complicated as we must ensure that both 
new construction and the old structures comply with code. 
We work closely with city planning and building to ensure 
that new additions comply with the local requirements.

Plus - Multifamily units, Apartments and various other Commercial Projects. 
Give us a call today to discuss your project.

• Conceptual design
• Estimation
• Architectural and structural design
• Approvals, Licenses and Permits
• Utility agencies approvals

• Material procurement
• Construction
• Inspections
• Final delivery

• Maximize lot utilization
• Improve your existing layouts
• Expand your first floor
• Add a second floor

• Conceptual design 
• Various architectural design styles 
• Latest Features and Technologies
• Plans and approvals
• Construction
• Code compliance & Inspections
• Final delivery and handover
• Warranty

• Independent residential unit up to 1200 sf
• Attached, Detached, Converted space
• Rental, Secondary unit, Granny unit, Office
• Various layouts – Studio, 1-, 2- and 3-bedroom units
• Maximize lot utilization
• JADUs up to 500 sf
• Raise your property’s value
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CHIKU aka SAPOTA

A Trusted Source for Organically Grown Tropical & Subtropical Fruit Trees. Family owned & operated for over thirty years, the nursery 
offers selected varieties of fruit trees specifi cally adapted to various growing zones throughout Southern California. To help them 
thrive in your home garden, growing information is also provided both verbally and in printed form. 

PAPAYA TREE NURSERY

Special variety (PTN#1) adapted to S. California can begin fruiting in one or two years at a 
height of only four feet. This very sweet fruit is one of nature’s special desserts. Delicious as 
a fresh-picked fruit, or you can make chiku kulfi  just like grandma did! These space-saving, 
semi-dwarf trees grow to only 12’ tall in S. California and can be container grown. On 
display at the nursery, you can view a fruiting chiku tree planted in the ground 6 years ago.

SOME OF THE PLANTS OFFERED: BANANA – FIG – JAKFRUIT – LITCHEE – MANGO – PAPAYA 
– POMEGRANATE – KALA JAMUN – SHAHTOOT/MULBERRY – SITAPHAL/SHARIFA

Open 7 Days A Week by Same- Day Appointment. 8 AM to 6PM (Please Call First)

Website: www.papayatreenursery.com   -   (818) 363-3680P
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Satya Nadella Receives Padma Bhushan in San Francisco
India-West News Desk

SAN FRANCISCO, CA - Microsoft Chair-
man and CEO Satya Nadella on October 20 
received the Padma Bhushan, the third-
highest civilian award of India here from 
India’s Consul General in San Francisco, 
T.V. Nagendra Prasad.

Nadella met with the Consul General to 
discuss the critical role digital technology 
is playing in empowering growth in India.

During the meeting, Nadella formally 
received the Padma Bhushan for distin-
guished service. He was named one of 17 
awardees earlier this year.

“It is an honor to receive a Padma 
Bhushan Award and to be recognized with 

Starbucks Co-Founder Enjoys 
Filter Coffee in Bengaluru

Walmart Raising $3 Bln 
To Expand India Ops

so many extraordinary people. I am thank-
ful to the President, Prime Minister, and 
people of India, and look forward to con-
tinuing to work with people across India 
to help them use technology to achieve 
more,” Nadella said.

He said he plans to visit India in Janu-
ary 2023, his first visit to the country in 
nearly three years.

In a statement after meeting Prasad, 
Nadella said, “The next decade will be 
defined by digital technology. Indian in-
dustries and organizations of every size 
are turning to technology to help them 
do more with less, which will ultimately 
lead to greater innovation, agility, and 
resilience.”

Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella received the Padma Bhushan, India’s third-highest civilian 
award from India’s Consul General T.V. Nagendra Prasad.

BENGALURU, (IANS) - Star-
bucks co-founder Zev Siegl visited 
Bengaluru’s heritage restaurant 
Vidyarthi Bhavan on the sidelines 
of the Global Investors’ Meet and 
enjoyed its famous masala dosa 
and filter coffee.

Seigl in his note in the guest 
book of the eatery mentioned, “It 
is an honor to enjoy your famous 
food, coffee, and warm welcome. 

I will take this wonderful experi-
ence with me back to Seattle. 
Thank you.” He gave three stars 
to the restaurant.

Seigl took a tour of the restau-
rant and posed with staff members.

On social media, one comment-
ed, “Guess he has realized what 
real coffee tastes like!!!” Another 
wag commented, “Must be the first 
time he’s had true coffee.”

Starbucks co-founder Zev Siegl enjoying Indian coffee.

NEW DELHI, (IANS) - Retail 
giant Walmart is reportedly raising 
up to $3 billion for its e-commerce 
giant Flipkart to further expand its 
operations in the country.

With new funds, Flipkart’s valu-
ation is set to soar to more than 
$40 billion, giving a fillip to the 
Indian funding scene which is go-
ing through a harsh winter.

Flipkart Group in July last year 
raised $3.6 billion to grow and 
advance the digital commerce eco-
system in India. The investment 
valued the group at $37.6 billion 
post the money then.

According to media reports, 
Walmart may bring strategic inves-
tors into Flipkart via this fundrais-
ing. The move, according to close 
sources, is to keep Flipkart ahead 
in the e-commerce race as online 

shopping surges with every festive 
season in the country.

The last fundraiser demonstrated 
significant interest from global 
investors, including sovereign 
funds, private equity, and cross-
overs in addition to Walmart. It 
was led by financial investors GIC, 
Canada Pension Plan Investment 
Board, SoftBank Vision Fund 2 and 
Walmart, along with investments 
from sovereign funds DisruptAD, 
Qatar Investment Authority, Khaza-
nah Nasional Berhad, and marquee 
investors Tencent, Willoughby 
Capital, Antara Capital, Franklin 
Templeton, and Tiger Global.

Bengaluru-based Redseer Strat-
egy Consultants had predicted 
$11.8 billion worth gross merchan-
dise value during the entire festive 
month up to Diwali. 



NOVEMBER, 2022 – P17INDIA WEST



P18 – NOVEMBER, 2022   INDIA WEST

CRIME

Death Sentence For Murderer of Indian American Sheriff’s Deputy

DALLAS, TX (IANS) - The man who mur-
dered an Indian American Sikh sheriff’s deputy 
in TX has been sentenced to death. The verdict 
was handed down on October 26 by the jury 
which had earlier found Robert Solis guilty of 
murdering Sandeep Dhaliwal in 2019.

Harris County Sheriff Ed Gonzalez tweeted: 
“Verdict is in: Jurors sentence Robert Solis to 
death. We are extremely grateful that justice 
has been served.” Dhaliwal made headlines 
when the obtained a religious exemption in 

2015 to wear a turban as part of his uniform 
as a deputy for Harris County sheriff.

“Sandeep changed our Sheriff’s Office fam-
ily for the better, and we continue striving to 
live up to his example of servant leadership. 
May he Rest in Peace,” Gonzalez tweeted. So-
lis, who dismissed his lawyer and presented a 
bizarre defense while admitting he had fired 
the shot that killed Dhaliwal, defiantly told 
the jury after the guilty verdict on October 
17, “since you believe I’m guilty of capital 

murder, I believe you should give me the 
death penalty”. And the jury obliged him.

He could appeal to higher courts all the way 
including the US Supreme Court and if the 
sentence is upheld the execution will be by 
the injection of Pentobarbital, a lethal drug. 
Solis shot Dhaliwal in the back of the head in 
December 2019 near Houston as the officer 
was returning to his vehicle after a traffic stop.

The trial was held in two phases: In the first, 
the jury considered the charges and the evi-
dence and found him guilty, and in the second, 
it decided on the sentence after considering 
more evidence about Solis who, according to 
ABC13 TV has arrest records going back at 
least 25 years. Solis was convicted in a kidnap-
ping and assault case in 2002 and sentenced 
to 20 years but was paroled in 2014.

When he killed Dhaliwal, there was a 
warrant for his arrest in connection with 
an assault complaint by a former girlfriend.

During the proceedings for determining the 
penalty, the court heard testimony from various 
sources to bolster the prosecution’s case for 
the death penalty. Among them, the father of 
a former girlfriend blamed him for her death.

A woman reported being raped by Solis, 
which he admitted.

The mother of his three children told the 
jury he was a “psychopath” while describing 
his violent outbursts and said his children 
did not want to see him again.

Dhaliwal, who was 42 and had served 
as a sheriff’s deputy for 10 years when he 
was killed, is survived by his wife and three 
children.

Sheriff’s deputy in TX Sandeep Dhaliwal. Jurors sentence Robert Solis to death.

Sandeep Dhaliwal with his family.
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‘I Miss His Laugh’ Says Mother of Slain Purdue Student 
CRIME

WEST LAFAYETTE, IN (IANS) - 
Speaking for the first time since the 
gruesome killing of their 20-year-
old son on the Purdue Univer-
sity campus, the parents of Indian 
American student Varun Chheda 
said they are struggling to under-
stand how it happened.

Varun Chheda, a data science 
student at Purdue University, was 
killed by his 22-year-old South 
Korean roommate Ji Min Sha.

“I would believe that you know, 
there could be a fire or there could 
be an earthquake or there could 
be a car wreck or any other kind 
of thing, you know, accident. That 
could happen, but never, never 
something like this,” Manish Chhe-
da, Varun’s father, told ABC News.

Sha, who now faces a murder 
charge, stabbed Varun multiple 
times in the head and neck with 

a folding knife, an incident that 
the police called “senseless and 
unprovoked”. “I miss him terribly, 
because he was my son, because 
he was my friend,” Varun’s mother 
Seema Dedhiya told ABC News.

Varun was considered warm and 
humble by friends and family. He 
was a “bright student” who gradu-
ated from Park Tudor with glowing 
results in 2020. His achievements 
in school included scoring top hon-
ors at a State Science Olympiad in 
2016 and winning the State Span-
ish competition in 2015 and 2016. 
He also competed in Chemistry 
and Science Bowl competitions.

Dedhiya said that everything 
seemed normal when she drove 
him back to West Lafayette after a 
long weekend at home.

Just a few hours before the mur-
der, Dedhiya said she texted her 

son her usual evening mes-
sage: “Eat well, sleep well... 
Finish your homework,” 
and he, recalled Dedhiya, 
responded by saying: “Yes, 
Mom, I’ve done it all.” In 
his last text to his mother 
at 11:45 pm, Varun wrote: 
“Goodnight mama.”

The couple told ABC News 
that they had no idea wheth-
er Varun had problems with 
his roommate and said their 
son rarely mentioned him.

As the family continues 
to wait for more answers, 
they said they will never 
be able to get over their 
son’s death, but they will 
try to. When asked what 
she misses the most about 
her son, Dedhiya said: “His 
laugh... his brilliance.”

Indian Man in Iowa City Sentenced For Child Pornography
India-West Staff Reporter

IOWA CITY, IO - Sameer Chan-
dulal Patel, 30, An Indian national 
living in Iowa City was sentenced 
on October 28, to more than 17 
years in prison after pleading guilty 
to charges relating to receipt and 
distribution of child pornography.

He was sentenced to 210 months 
in prison on pornography charges 
and will also have to serve another 

five years 
of super-
vised re-
lease after 
serving 
the term, 
unless he 
is deport-
e d  f r o m 
the United States, a press release 
from the U.S. Attorney’s Office for 
the Southern District of Iowa, said.

According 
to court docu-
ments, it was 
a Cybertip re-
ceived from a 
social media 
application 
that indicated 
that child por-

nography had been uploaded to 
their site. Further investigation 
revealed that Patel while living in 

Iowa City, had distributed, received, 
and possessed more than 18,000 
images and 14,000 videos from 
2016 to 2021. On June 17, 2022, 
Patel pleaded guilty to the charge.

United States Attorney Richard 
D. Westphal of the Southern Dis-
trict of Iowa made the announce-
ment. The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and the University of 
Iowa Department of Public Safety 
investigated the case.

This case was prosecuted by the 
United States Attorney’s Office for 
the Southern District of Iowa as 
part of the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice’s “Project Safe Childhood” ini-
tiative, which was started in 2006 
as a nationwide effort to combine 
law enforcement investigations 
and prosecutions, community ac-
tion, and public awareness in order 
to reduce the incidence of sexual 
exploitation of children.

The late Varun Chheda with his parents.
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CRIME
Art Smuggler Subhash Kapoor, Gets 10 Years In Slammer

India-West News Desk

NEW YORK, NY – One of the 
most high-profile art smugglers 
of today, Indian American Sub-
hash Kapoor was sentenced on 

November 1, to 10 years in prison 
by a trial court in Kumbhakonam, 
Tamil Nadu.

Kapoor and five of his accom-
plices Sanjivi Asokan, Marichamy, 
Packiya Kumar, Sri Ram alias 

Ulagu and Parthiban were sen-
tenced for the burglary and illegal 
export of 19 antique idols from 
the Sri Varadaraja Perumal temple 
in Tamil Nadu’s Ariyular district 
valued over Rs 94 crore to his Man-

hattan, NY based Art of the Past 
Gallery, the Swarajaya reported.

He is currently lodged at Central 
Prison, Trichy. He was detained 
by German Police on October 30, 
2011, at German Cologne Airport 
based on a Red Corner Notice 
issued by the Interpol. He was 
handed over to Idol Wing CID po-
lice, Chennai in 2012, at German 

Cologne Airport and extradited to 
India to face charges in the Udayar-
palayam case.

As the case deepened he was 
also, ‘arrayed as an accused in 
four other idol theft cases’ a re-
lease from the Idol Wing CID said. 
Kapoor is facing trial in cases at 
Vikramangalam, Veeravanallur, 
Palvoor and Virudhachalam.

Kshama Sawant Slams Cops For 
Not Probing Attacks Against Her

SEATTLE, WA (IANS) – Se-
attle City Council Member Kshama 
Sawant has slammed Seattle police 
for not investigating repeated ‘fe-
ces attacks’ on her house, which 
she says is politically motivated.

Sawant, 49, said an unknown 
suspect has thrown plastic bags 
filled with human excrement into 
her yard multiple times starting 
this month.

“As a socialist City Council 
member who has participated 
in Black Lives Matter protests, I 
am being told that my case of six 
threatening incidents involving 
human excrement doesn’t merit 
even a serious investigation, let 
alone protection,” she wrote .

A threatening email was also 
sent to Sawant’s office, calling her 
“the queen of s**t” and inviting 
her to “sit on your throne of hu-
man excrement.”

A social activist and an orga-
nizer, Kshama claimed that when 
her husband informed the police 
about the fourth attack on October 
8, they responded, “what do you 

expect us to do?” and did not open 
an investigation.

She added that the cops also re-
fused to put a police detail in front 
of her house for protection.

The Seattle police said it has not 
found any evidence linking the case 
with the city or state standards for 
hate crime laws. 

Witnesses have described the 
suspect as an Asian man approxi-
mately 5-feet-4 inches tall.

“Most concerning is the very 
high likelihood that this extreme 
and hostile behavior is politically 
motivated, and could turn into 
more serious and dangerous ha-
rassment,” Sawant wrote.

She blamed Seattle’s “Demo-
cratic Party establishment” for sup-
porting Seattle Police’s apathy and 
said she was filing a complaint with 
the Office of Police Accountability.

According to a KIRO-TV report, 
Sawant was at the forefront of the 
city’s “Defund the Police” move-
ment over the last few years and had 
proposed cutting the department’s 
budget by $85 million in 2020.
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Shri Thanedar for Congress

ELECTIONS
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Red District Goes Blue In PA, 
Arvind Venkat Wins

Dem Nabeela 
Syed, 23, Flips 
IL State Seat

India-West News Desk

CHICAGO, IL - “My name is Nabeela Syed. 
I’m a 23-year-old Muslim, Indian-American 
woman. We just flipped a Republican-held 
suburban district,” tweeted the victor of the 
race for the seat of the 51st House District 
of the IL state legislature. “And in January, 
I’ll be the youngest member of the Illinois 
General Assembly,” she added.

Syed flipped a Republican district against 
incumbent Chris Bos and becomes the first-
ever South Asian in the IL state legislature 
and at 23,  the youngest member of the 
chamber. She is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley, with a degree in 
Political Science and Businesses.  She now 
works for a non-profit, helping support civic 
engagement initiatives.

India-West News Desk

HARRISBURG, PA – In a  state House where Republicans hold a strong major-
ity, Democrats now have an Indian American – Dr.Arvind Venkat. He has flipped 
a reliably GOP seat. “Thank you to the voters of House District 30 -- McCandless, 
Franklin Park, Ohio Twp, Kilbuck, Emsworth, Ben Avon, Ben Avon Heights, and Western 
Hampton Twp. I’m honored to be elected to serve as your State Representative,” tweeted 
the ER doctor turned politician who ran on a platform of education, environment, and 
public safety. In many firsts, he becomes the first Indian American ever in the Pennsyl-
vania House. He is also the first doctor since the 1960s in the state House and the first 
Democrat to flip a Republican seat since 2006 in western Pennsylvania.

 “@VenkatforPA  will be the first doctor since the 1960s and the first Democrat 
to flip a GOP seat since 2006 in Western Pennsylvania,” tweeted Neil Makhija, 
Executive Director of Indian American Impact.

Venkat completed his undergraduate and graduate studies at Harvard University, 
his medical school training at Yale University School of Medicine, and his emergency 
medicine residency training at the University of Cincinnati. He is married to Veena 
and the couple have three children.

89.2% of the vote, I’m honored that voters 
chose me to be the next Representative in 
Congress for the 13th District!” he declared 
to supporters who cheered him on.

Democrat Shri Thanedar’s easy win from 
Michigan’s 13th Congressional District, where 
he beat Republican Martell Bivings, will make 
him the fifth Indian American Congressman. 
Once he had won the party primary, he was 
considered the front-runner in a district that 
was recently redrawn and is now 45 percent 
Black. The Indian American will be the first 
non-black in 70 years to represent the area.

Thanedar, who is now a Michigan state 
legislator, ran unsuccessfully for the Demo-
cratic party nomination for Governor in 
2018. He came to the US in 1979 and got 
his PhD in chemistry and an MBA.

He took out loans to buy a company he 
worked for, Chemir, and built it from a 
$150,000 company to one with a revenue of 
$14 million before selling it for $26 million.

He next started Avomeen Analytical Ser-
vices, a chemical testing laboratory. He sold 
the majority stakes in it in 2016 and, accord-
ing to his campaign bio, retired to get involved 
in public service to answer “the call to fight for 

social, racial, and economic justice.”  Running 
in a constituency that covers a chunk of a city 
that is overwhelmingly African American, 
Thanedar stressed in his campaign that he 
grew up in poverty in a family of ten in India 
and worked in odd jobs to support his fam-
ily after his father retired.“I’ll never forget 
what it’s like to live in poverty, and I’ll never 
stop working to lift Detroit families out of it,” 
he wrote on his campaign site. Thanedar is 
married to Shashi, who he married after the 
passing of his first wife and mother of his two 
boys. Thanedar will be only the seventh Indi-
an-American ever to be elected to the House.
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Historic: Aruna Miller Elected Lt.Gov of Maryland

Four Reps Re-elected

ELECTIONS

ning against the GOP’s  Dan Cox, a Trump 

loyalist who underperformed and got only 

37 percent of the votes. 

The winners make history in the state, 

Miller as the first Indian-American or 

Asian American Lieutenant Governor, and 

Moore as the state’s first African-American 

Governor.

The Hyderabad-born Miller is also the 

first Indian-American to be elected a state 

Lieutenant Governor, although two Republi-

cans from the community have been elected 

Governors, Bobby Jindal in Louisiana and 

Nikki Haley in South Carolina.

The 58-year-old immigrated to the US 

from India when she was seven. In a series 

of tweets, Miller wrote: “Ever since I came 

to this country in 1972, I’ve never stopped 

being excited for the promise of America. I 

Contd. from P1 will never stop fighting to make sure that 

promise is available to everyone. “And 

this promise begins with a commitment 

to deliver a Maryland where we Leave No 

One Behind.”

Thanking her voters, Miller said she wants 

to build a Maryland where people feel safe in 

their communities and in their skin.

“Before I ask you for anything, I want to 

thank you for everything. Thank you for 

being here today and for being a part of 

this moment. We need you. We need your 

hope, we need your stories, we need your 

partnership, and I can promise you this, 

we’re only just getting started. “Maryland, 

tonight you showed the nation what a 

small but mighty state can do when de-

mocracy is on the ballot. You chose unity 

over division, expanding rights over re-

stricting rights, hope over fear. You chose 

Wes Moore and me to be 

your next Governor and 

Lieutenant Governor,” 

she added. Miller had 

served two terms as a 

member of the state’s 

House of Delegates, the 

lower chamber of the leg-

islature, starting in 2010.

She tried to run for 

Congress in 2019 but lost 

the Democratic primary 

election for selecting the 

party’s candidate. Miller is married to her 

collegemate David Miller and they have three 

adult daughters. 

After getting a bachelor’s degree in civil 

engineering from the Missouri University 

of Science and Technology she worked in 

California, Hawaii and Virginia before mov-

ing to Maryland, where she was employed 

by the department of transportation of 

Montgomery county.

Vance, who is married to Usha 

Chilukuri, won the Senate seat 

from Ohio. He is a Republican al-

lied with former President Donald 

Trump, who across the country did 

not see the kind of results he was 

looking for.

Krishnamoorthi, 49, who was 

born in New Delhi is politically a 

centrist and was a technology entre-

preneur. He has worked with former 

President Barack Obama’s cam-

paigns for Senator and President. A 

second-generation Indian American 

born in Elks Groce, California, Bera, 

57, is a doctor.

Chennai-born Jayapal, 57, who 

was first elected in 2016 from 

Washington State, is the senior 

whip of the Democratic Party in 

the House and the chair of the 

influential leftist Congressional 

Progressive Caucus.

Khanna, 46, is also a member 

of the Congressional Progressive 

Caucus but has navigated those in-

terests with what the current White 

House wants.  A second-generation 

Indian American, he was born in 

Philadelphia and has a law degree 

from Yale University.
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You Reflect The Soul Of The Nation: Biden To Indian Americans 
India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC - Hosting a Diwali 
reception at the White House, which was at-
tended by more than 200 prominent Indian 
Americans, President Joe Biden thanked the 
community for making the festival of lights a 
joyous part of the American culture.

“We are honored to host you. This is the 
first Diwali reception of this scale in the 
White House ever to be held. We have more 
Asian Americans than ever before in history, 
and we want to thank you for making the 
Diwali celebration a joyous part of American 
culture,” Biden said while addressing the 
Indian American community at the East 
Room on October 24.

“As we host the official White House Diwali 
reception, we are honored to light the diya sur-
rounded by members of the most diverse 
Administration in American history--led by 
Vice President Kamala Harris, the first Black 
American and South Asian American to be-
come Vice President,” he added.

Biden, along with First Lady Jill Biden 
and Vice President Kamala Harris, thanked 
the South Asian community across America 
for their optimism, courage, and empathy.

“Together, South Asian Americans re-
flect the soul of who we are as a nation, 
whether helping us emerge stronger from 
this pandemic, building an economy that 
works for everyone, or serving and pro-
tecting our communities and our country,” 
Biden said. Harris in her remarks said the, 
“White House is the people’s house and 
together our president and first lady have 
made this place where every American can 

celebrate their honor and tradition.”
First Lady Jill Biden praised the com-

munity for “helping us light our way for-
ward.” And she said, “With persistence, 
with faith, with love, I am grateful that 
today these diyas have guided you to this 

home. A home that belongs to all of you.”
The Bidens called the reception the largest 

since the People’s House started celebrating 
the festival during the George Bush admin-
istration. The Bidens also called up CA Con-
gressman Ro Khanna’s children who later 

tweeted, “It’s a testament to this President’s 
belief in the future. The President was right. 
I did marry up and the kids are our light.”

The reception was also marked by cultural 
events, including performances by sitarist 
Rishab Sharma and the Sa Dance Company.

Clockwise from top: President Joe Biden lights the lamp at the Diwali event which was the largest ever one hosted at the White House; First Lady Jill 
Biden and daughter Ashley, dressed in Indian attire; Dancers from the LA-based Sa Dance Company; and CA Rep. Ro Khanna’s children have a star 
turn with the Bidens and Vice President Kamala Harris. 
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Blinken ‘Honored’ To Host 
Diwali at State Department

Ambassador Shefali Duggal 
Takes Oath on Bhagavad Gita

WASHINGTON, DC (ANI) - US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken on October 26 hosted 
an in-person Diwali reception following a gap 
of two years due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The event, which followed the White 
House’s biggest Diwali event on October 24, 
received guests from the diplomatic and reli-
gious communities, from the private sector, 
and across civil society. “Simply to you: it’s 
an honor - an honor to host you at the State 
Department for this first in-person Diwali 

since before the pandemic,” Blinken said in 
his remarks at a Diwali reception.

“Over the past few days, Hindus, Sikhs, 
Jains, Buddhists have decorated their homes 
with rangoli; they’ve shared sweets; they’ve 
given thanks through pooja; they’ve lit spar-
klers. All around the world, from the streets 
of New Delhi to the parks of Kuala Lumpur, 
to right down the street at the White House, 
people have gathered to share in the simple joy 
of being around friends and family,” he added.

India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC - Shefali Razdan 
Duggal who will be the ambassador to the 
Netherlands was sworn into office by Vice 
President Kamala Harris.

“I had the privilege of swearing in Shefali 
Razdan Duggal to be our next Ambassador 
to the Netherlands. We wish you well in this 
new role and thank you for your leadership,” 
the VP said in a tweet.

The video of the October 7 ceremony 
shows Duggal and her mother getting teary-
eyed during the oath. The two also embraced 
Harris. Duggal chose to be sworn over the 
Bhagavad Gita which the video shows her 
mother holding.

Duggal was appointed as the US’ Ambas-
sador to the Netherlands by President Joe 
Biden on 11 March 11 this year, and her 
nomination was approved by the Senate on 
September 14.
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US Returns 307 Stolen Antiquities-Value $4 Million-to India
INDO-AMERICA

WASHINGTON, DC (ANI) - Af-
ter 15 years of investigation, US 
authorities have returned to India 
307 antiquities that were stolen 
by multiple small trafficking net-
works, valued at nearly $4 million.

Manhattan District Attorney 
Alvin L Bragg Jr on October 24 
million said most of them were 
seized from disgraced art dealer 
Subhash Kapoor.

Indian America Kapoor is a 
looter, who had helped to traffic 
the items from Afghanistan, Cam-
bodia, India, Indonesia, Myanmar, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thai-
land, and other countries.

All the antiquities were returned 
during a repatriation ceremony 
at the Indian Consulate in New 
York attended by India’s Consul 
General Randhir Jaiswal, and US 
Homeland Security Investigations 
Acting Deputy Special Agent-in-
Charge, Tom Lau.

“We are proud to return hun-
dreds of stunning pieces to the 
people of India,” District Attorney 
Bragg said.

“These antiquities were stolen 
by multiple complex and sophisti-
cated trafficking rings - the leaders 
of which showed no regard for the 
cultural or historical significance of 
these objects. Tracking down these 
antiquities would not be possible 

without the collaboration of our law 
enforcement partners at HSI and 

the outstanding work of our world-
class investigators,” he added.

said, “Today we are proud to join 
our partners from the Manhat-
tan District Attorney’s Office to 
return an incredible 307 stolen 
works of art and antiquities to 
their rightful home in India. 
This repatriation is the result of 
a globe-spanning, fifteen-year in-
vestigation whereas the investiga-
tive team chased leads, followed 
the money and ultimately seized 
these pieces, ensuring their re-
turn to the people of India.”

Among the pieces being returned 
is the Arch Parikara, crafted from 
marble and valued at approxi-
mately $85,000.

The Arch Parikara first surfaced 
in photographs depicting antiquity 
in a dirty, pre-restoration condi-
tion. These photographs, along 
with dozens of others depicting 
antiquities lying in the grass or on 
the ground, were sent to Kapoor 
by a supplier of illicit in India. The 
piece was smuggled out of India 
and into New York in May 2002.

Thereafter, Kapoor laundered 
the Arch Parikara to the Nathan 
Rubin - Ida Ladd Family Founda-
tion, who donated the piece to the 
Yale University Art Gallery in 2007.

Since its founding, the Antiqui-
ties Trafficking Unit has returned 
nearly 2,200 antiquities, valued at 
over $160 million, to 22 countries.

HIS New York Acting Special 
Agent in Charge Michael Alfonso 
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National Defense Strategy 2022 
Shows US Prioritizes Ties With India

WASHINGTON, 
DC - President Joe 
Biden’s administra-
tion unveiled the US 
N a t i o n a l  D e f e n s e 
Strategy 2022 on Oc-
tober 27. It lists plans 
to boost its defense 
ties with India to deter 
Chinese aggression in 
the region.

The latest Defense 
Strategy states that 
China presents the 
most consequential 
and systemic chal-
lenge, while Russia 
poses acute threats 
to vital US national 
interests abroad and 
to the homeland.

“ T h e  w o r l d  i s 
changing. We’re at a 
significant inflection 
point in world his-
tory. And our country 
and the world, the US 
has always been able 
to chart the future in 
times of great change. 
We’ve been able to 
constantly renew ourselves. And 
time and again, we’ve proven 
there’s not a single thing we can-
not do as a nation when we do it 
together, and I mean that - not a 
single solitary thing,” President 

The strategy likewise places 
the primary emphasis on China.

It further asserts that Beijing 
is seeking to “refashion the Indo-
Pacific region and the interna-
tional system to suit its interests 
and authoritarian preferences”, 
describing this dynamic as “the 
most comprehensive and serious 
challenge to US national security”.

The strategy says Chinese rheto-
ric about and “coercive activity” 
towards Taiwan, which Beijing 
has vowed to take control of, by 
force, if necessary, is a destabiliz-
ing factor that risks miscalculation 
and threatens peace in the area. 
As for Russia, it says the “acute 
threat” posed by Moscow has been 
most recently demonstrated by its 
invasion of Ukraine.

Though the strategy tries to 
portray the US ties in the Indo-
Pacific as the most important 
one, yet India is mentioned in the 
strategy only five times and that 
too in the context of the Indo-
Pacific, and there too it refers to 
China’s campaigns to establish 
control over the East China Sea, 
Taiwan Strait, South China Sea, 
and disputed land borders such 
as with India.

It proclaims to promote a free 
and open Indo-Pacific, which 
could only be achieved if the US 
builds collective capacity with 
other countries, like India. It fur-
ther asserts that no region will be 
of more significance to the world 
and to everyday Americans than 
the Indo-Pacific, yet it fails to 
demonstrate India’s importance 
to achieve this goal as a partner.

The document l ists 
the US Vision, Washing-
ton’s role in the global 
arena, and an overview 
of its strategic approach 
to different regional is-
sues. Focusing on the 
Middle East, the strat-
egy talks about tweaking 
its policy in the Middle 
East and North Africa by 
eschewing grand designs 
in favor of more practical 
steps that can advance 
US interests and help 
regional partners lay the 
foundation for greater 
stability, prosperity, and 
opportunity for the peo-
ple of the Middle East 
and for the American 
people.

The strategy sets forth 
a new framework for 
US policy in the region 
based on America’s un-
paralleled comparative 
advantage in building 
partnerships, coalitions, 
and alliances to strength-
en deterrence while us-

ing diplomacy to de-escalate 
tensions, reduce risks of new 
conflicts, and set a long-term 
foundation for stability.

However, it clearly states that 
the United States will not allow 
foreign or regional powers to 
jeopardize freedom of naviga-
tion through the Middle East’s 
waterways, including the Strait 
of Hormuz and the Bab al Man-
dab, nor tolerate efforts by any 
country to dominate another, 
or the region, through military 
build-ups, incursions, or threats.

But if we scrutinize the strategy 
in a little more detail then we 
realize the emerging contradic-
tions present in the strategy. 
When the strategy declares the 
U.S. commitment to support 
countries “that subscribe to the 
rules-based international order”, 
will it include those OPEC coun-
tries which recently snubbed the 
U.S. demands for increased oil 
production?

When it talks about “military 
build-ups” then does it really 
mean that the US will halt its 
longstanding efforts to advance 
its partners’ “military build-ups” 
in the face of the threat from 
Iran? Further, how could the US 
achieve the Israeli “dominance” 
of Hamas and Hezbollah?

Further, the strategy lays stress 
on U.S. diplomacy to reduce ten-
sions “wherever possible”, will it 
translate into normalizing ties 
with Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad, or meeting with Hezbollah 
leader Hassan Nasrallah?

Biden stated in the introductory 
note to the strategy.

Defense Secretary Lloyd Aus-
tin highlighted the different chal-
lenges posed by China and Russia 
as he unveiled the strategy.

According to him the dangers 

are both conventional -- Moscow’s 
aggression toward its neighbors 
and Beijing’s efforts to gain con-
trol of Taiwan -- and nuclear, with 
Russia possessing an extensive ar-
senal and China’s stocks of atomic 
weapons growing fast.

INDO-AMERICA
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As Eric Garcetti’s Nom Languishes in Senate, 
US Sends Another Temporary Envoy to India

WASHINGTON, DC (IANS) 
- With the nomination of Eric 
Garcetti as Ambassador to India 
languishing in the Senate, the US 
is sending the fifth career diplomat, 
Elizabeth Jones, to act as its envoy 
in New Delhi.

The State Department an-
nounced on October 24 that Jones, 
who was the coordinator of ef-
forts to relocate Afghans after it 
pulled out of the war-torn na-
tion in August 2021, will be the 
Chargé d’Affaires at the embassy 
in Chanakyapuri.

Even as New Delhi has as-
sumed strategic importance for 
Washington in many areas, nota-
bly India’s neutrality on Ukraine 
and its energy trade with Russia, 
the US does not have a politically 
empowered facilitator on the 
ground there.

While the top American job in 
India is vacant, the US Indo-Pacific 
strategy is proceeding apace and 
the Quad model of cooperation 
in that region between India, the 
US, Japan, and Australia is be-
ing extended to the Middle East 
with India, Israel, the US, and the 
United Arab Emirates as partners.

There have been four charge 
affairs in the 21 months since Ken-

neth Juster, an appointee of former 
President Donald Trump, quit in 
January 2021 when President Joe 
Biden took over.

Jones has experience in South 
Asia starting her foreign service 
career in Kabul, and later has been 
the deputy special representative 
for Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Following the chaotic US with-
drawal from Afghanistan last year, 
she was charged with helping 

Afghans fleeing the Taliban and 
resettling them here.

She has also served as Assistant 
Secretary of State for Europe and 
Eurasia, acting Assistant Secretary 
of State for the Near East, and Am-
bassador to Kazakhstan.

The nomination of Los Angeles 
Mayor Garcetti has hit a roadblock 
in the Senate, which must approve 
senior government appointments, 
because of allegations that he knew 

of reports of sexual harassment by 
a former senior staff member but 
did not act.

Two Republican Senators have 
blocked the Senate from voting 
on his nomination that was ap-
proved in December by its For-
eign Relations Committee after 
public hearings.

Some Democrats are also am-
bivalent about him because of 
the nature of the allegations and 

in the evenly split Senate, every 
Democrat would have to vote for 
him with Vice President Kamala 
Harris casting the tiebreaker if 
the 50 Republicans end masse 
oppose him.

Garcetti will be completing his 
term as Los Angeles Mayor at the 
end of this year, and he is not seek-
ing re-election. Meanwhile, at least 
officially, the Biden administration 
is standing by his nomination.

Eric Garcetti’s nomination as envoy to India is stuck in the Senate.Diplomat Elizabeth Jones
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18411 Pioneer Blvd., 
Artesia, CA 90701  • (562) 924-1441 

18550 Pioneer Blvd., 
Artesia, CA 90701  • (562) 860-9919 
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PUNJAB PALACE
C  U  I  S  I  N  E  S   O  F   I  N  D  I  A

1766 University Ave, Ste. 102, Riverside, CA 92507

951-686-9968

Specialized 

in Catering
We Cater to 

All Parties, Big & Small
For Catering call Raj: 

951-756-8356

Voted The Best Restaurant in Riverside by Press Enterprise

Specializing in Tandoori items (Clay Oven) 
Vegetarian and Non-Vegetarian University Avenue, Riverside

Raj Sharma - Owner

Ala Carte Dinner  5pm to 10pm

Tuesday to Sunday

11:30 AM to 10:00 PM

Voted The Best Restaurant in Riverside by Press EnterpriseVoted The Best Restaurant in Riverside by Press Enterprise

$12.95
plus tax

ENTERTAINMENT

Anshuman Jha Weds Sierra 

Winters in North Carolina
MUMBAI, (IANS) - Anshuman 

Jha, who is known for his work in 

the Dibakar Banerjee directorial 

‘Love Sex Aur Dhokha’, has tied 

the knot with his partner Sierra 

Winters. After a long wait thanks to 

Covid - the fall wedding affair took 

place in North Carolina.

As per her father’s dream - Sierra 

was rowed across the lake by her 

dad and Anshuman was waiting 

for her on the other side.

Commenting on the occasion, 

Anshuman said: “Sierra always 

dreamt of a ‘fall’ season wedding, 

Sam (her Dad) always dreamt of 

rowing her across the lake, my 

mom’s dream was to see me mar-

ried, I always dreamt of finding a 

partner who inspires me - a lot of 

dreams came true this day and I’m 

sure Ma was watching. It was a per-

fect day, and we only have gratitude 

for the universe. Marriage aint a 

noun, it’s a verb and we feel blessed 

to be entering this phase together.”

The couple took their vows in the 

presence of a select few attendees, 

Anshuman’s friend and fellow actor 

Paresh Pahuja was his ‘Best Man’. 

The couple will be flying to Alaska for 

their honeymoon and the Indian leg 

of the wedding will happen in March.

Jha will be rushing back to start 

promotions for his upcoming winter 

release ‘Lakadbaggha’. Sierra will be 

flying to Israel in the third week of 

November to participate in the Iron 

Man championship on Nov. 25.

Paris Hilton Goes Desi in Mumbai
MUMBAI, (IANS) - American 

socialite and international jet-set-

ter Paris Hilton is busy promoting 

her fragrance, Ruby Rush, here.

For the product launch at the 

Phoenix Palladium Hilton chose 

the perfect attire -- a red jumpsuit 

with a plunging neckline and sheer 

silver gloves, thereby bringing out 

the best of desi and chic moods.

She rounded off her look with 

emerald jewelry, red sunglasses, 

and open tresses. Prior to the event, 

she took to her Instagram to share a 

video of her trying different outfits.

All the outfits in the video are 

Indian and designed by Indian 

designer, Shubhika of Papa Don’t 

Preach fashion label, as Hilton 

noted she wanted to bring out the 

essence of Indian culture.

She sought help from her fol-

lowers to choose the outfit that 

she wore for the launch event. 

Paris touched down in Mumbai on 

October 19 night for her stay of two 

days in the city. She was welcomed 

by scores of paparazzi, who were 

waiting for her at the arrival gate 

at the airport.
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11938 Paramount Blvd.,  
Downey, CA 90242

433 W. 4th street, Ste. 100
Montebello, CA 90640.

8500 Florence Ave., Suite 101
Downey, CA 90240

15141 Whittier Blvd., Ste. 120
Whittier, CA 90603

12472 Washington Blvd.,
Whittier, CA 90602

2621 S. Bristol Ave. Suite 105, 
Santa Ana, CA 92807

14359 Pioneer Blvd. Suite A
Norwalk, CA 90650

4811 Florence Ave.,
Bell, CA 90201

741 S Orange Ave., 
West Covina, CA 91790

3625 M. L. K. Jr Blvd,  Unit 8 
Lynwood, CA 90262

29525 Canwood St., Ste. 200
Agoura Hills, CA 91301

Open 7 days a week, from 
9am - 9pm

X-Rays & Ultrasounds 
NOW Available!

WALK-INS WELCOME
WAIT-TIME IS 15 MINUTES!

AME Medical Group, Inc. Est. 1997

3300 South Street, Suite 209
Long Beach, CA 90805

@amemedicalgroup amemedical Ask About Our COSMETIC SERVICES

Rapid Antigen Testing
Results in 15 minutes  

No Insurance needed 

Just $75FREE
Pfi zer 

vaccine 
available at our 

Downey Location 
(by appointment only)

• Nasal Swab PCR testing
• Results within 36 hours

• With Insurance FREE
• Without Insurance $150

By Appointment only 
Call: 562-923-6060

PCR Covid-19 Testing
In all our offices

Now offering FREE

• Pfizer booster available
• Antibody testing to 

check immunity

FREE

25

Ravi Patel Cast In Fox’s Comedy ‘Animal Control’

Poorna Jagannathan Cast In Nisha 
Ganatra Directorial ‘Deli Boys’

India-West News Desk

LOS ANGELES, CA – Poorna Jagannathan best known for starring as Devi’s (the progtagonist) 
mother Nalini in “Never Have I Ever” on Netflix is all set to star as a lead opposite Asif Ali, Saagar 
Shaikh, and Alfie Fuller in ‘Deli Boys.’

Onyx Collective’s half-hour comedy pilot from Abdullah Saeed and 20th Television revolves 
around two pampered Pakistani American brothers played by Ali and Shaikh, whose life changes 
when their rich father dies. The hilarity starts when they are forced to face their father’s secret 
life of crime. Jagannathan act as Lucky, the father’s main aide. The actor recently wrapped up 
HBO Max film ‘Turtles All the Way Down,’ adapted from John Green’s bestselling novel. She also 

has Netflix’s comedy ‘The Out-Laws,’ with Pierce Brosnan in the pipeline. The ‘Deli Boys’ pilot 
was written by Abdullah Saeed and will be directed, and executive produced by Nisha 

Ganatra who was awarded the Cannes Lions Grand Prix for film craft. She directed the 
Sundance hit film ‘Late Night’ starring Emma Thompson and Mindy Kaling and most 
recently, ‘Welcome to Chippendales’ for Hulu. If picked up, ‘Deli Boys’ will air on Hulu.

LOS ANGELES, CA (IANS) - 
Hollywood actor Ravi Patel is the 
latest addition to the cast of Fox’s 
upcoming comedy series ‘Animal 
Control’.

Patel joins the previously an-
nounced series leads Joel McHale 
and Vella Lovell. Per the single-
camera show’s official logline, it is 
a “workplace comedy following a 
group of Animal Control workers 
whose lives are complicated by the 
fact that animals are simple, but 
humans are not,” reports ‘Variety.’

Patel will star in the role of Amit 

Patel, said to be “an Animal Control 
officer and overwhelmed family 
man with more family responsi-
bilities than he bargained for. His 
partner Victoria has a lifestyle that 
is so different from his own, they 
could be from different planets.”

The 43-year-old actor, who was 
born in Freeport, IL to Indian 
American parents, graduated from 
the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill in 2001 with double 
majors in Economics and Inter-
national Studies. His sister, Geeta 
Patel, is a writer and director.

Patel has recently been seen in 
the hit comedy ‘Ghosts’ as well as 
the English-language remake of the 
French film ‘The Valet’.

His other recent credits include 
‘Wonder Woman 1984’, the docu-
series ‘Ravi Patel’s Pursuit of Hap-
piness’ for HBO Max and ‘Bhaag 
Beanie Bhaag’ for Netflix, both of 
which he created.

He has also been featured in 
shows like ‘It’s Always Sunny in 
Philadelphia’, ‘Grey’s Anatomy’, 
‘Master of None’, and ‘Grandfa-
thered’.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Motel Help Wanted Motel Help Wanted 

FOR SALEFOR SALE

Help WantedHelp Wanted

FAST FOOD MANAGERS

Hiring for Hourly Pay Restaurant 

-General & Assistant Managers 

at Glendale/Hollywood/San Fer-

nando (California) Part/full time 

are welcome, must available for 

nights, weekends & holidays.

Contact Dipak 678-549-6456

Hiring Manager & Cashier 

Gas station and Convenience 

store in Denver hiring manager & 

cashier will train and help with ac-

commodation 714 588 5313

LIVE IN CARE GIVER TO CARE 

FOR ELDERLY PARENTS

PARENTS CAN WALK GUJARATI 

FEMALE ABOVE 60 YEARS OF 

AGE, LEGAL STATUS, GOOD 

SALORY. Contact: 714-686-

2075, arundpatel@yahoo.com 

Full time employee needed in 

Gilbert, AZ to work at a gas sta-

tion. Gilbert is one of best cities 

to live and work in US. Must be 

authorized to work. Excellent Pay. 

Salary option available. Contact: 

quicknshine1@gmail.com

Looking For Nanny In Los Angeles

We need a nanny for our baby 

girl in Los Angeles CA. We live in 

Glendale, CA. We need part time 

to start in November & full time in 

January. Punjabi or Hindi speak-

ing with cooking skills would be 

preferred. $20/hr. Monday- Friday. 

Call: 818-318-7343

Caretaker Needed (Granite Bay, CA)

Live-in caretaker (commuter ok) 

needed asap in Granite Bay, CA for 

elderly Gujarati couple. Cooking 

light meals and laundry, feeding 

required. Bathing done by family 

members. Free living, meals. Sal-

ary negotiable. Gujarati female 

preferred but not required. Couple 

ok. Call: 209-481-7009,

dhimantneha@gmail.com

CARETAKER NEEDED (ASAP): 

Elderly male looking for a live-in 

caretaker (one person or a couple). 

Housing and accommodations (ie 

room, meals, transportation, etc. 

will be provided free). Salary ne-

gotiable. Indian / Hindu preferred. 

Please Call: (951) 220-4029 or 

(626) 399-1819.

 Looking For South Asian Caregiver 

For Senior Couple (Fullerton, CA)

Looking for a kind, gentle female 

caregiver to help with household 

chores (including Indian cooking, 

veg okay) and general assistance 

for couple in their early 70s in their 

home in Fullerton, CA. Ideal sched-

ule is half days on weekdays, but will 

consider all schedules for the right 

person. Hindi speaking not neces-

sary but preferable. Compensation 

negotiable. Call 714-612-5021

Cook Needed In Yorba Linda

Looking for someone to help cook 

vegetarian Indian food, preferably 

Gujarati food for a friendly

family of four. We are a loving but 

busy household and need help in 

the kitchen. Call: 714-417-2566

1-2 Experienced Eyebrow

Threaders in Ontario (FT/PT)

Looking to hire 1-2 eyebrow 

threaders to work full time or part 

time. $14+ hourly plus great tips.

Contact : 909-225-7100. 

bitsybhatia@aol.com

Female Caregiver For Senior

Seeking a female caregiver for a 92 

year old female. Week days only for 

8-10 hours. Duties include heating 

prep meals, medications, bathing , 

dressing and light exercise. Prefer 

someone close to Venice / Culver 

City areas. Contact : 310-310-4174

Regional Operations Manager

Regional Operations Manager 

position available for a motivated 

individual to lead our hotel op-

erations. This person would be 

responsible for overseeing day to 

day operations, inventory manage-

ment, recruiting and manager re-

lief. Corporate office based in San 

Francisco, CA. Salary position with 

401k and Health Care Benefits. If 

interested, send resume to: hr@

perigonhospitality.com

Gujarati Cook - Los Angeles,  CA

Restaurant group with multiple 

locations in Los Angeles seeks Gu-

jarati cook with experience. Excel-

lent opportunity for career growth. 

Accommodation available. Contact 

Chirag Shah: 323-243-1166 or 

chirag@tulsieatery.com

Financial Professionals

Financial firm looking to train 

agents & advisors to help clients 

with 401(k), IRA & Insurance 

solutions. No experience required. 

We will guide you on how to obtain 

necessary licenses. 

Call Frank: 714-331-9466 or 

positions.fsc@gmail.com

HIRING A BILINGUAL PHONE 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Established company with over 

30 years in business Now Hiring 

a Phone Sales Representative - 

Looking for an EXPERIENCED 

and reliable candidate - Excellent 

verbal and written English skills 

a MUST - Paid Salary + Commis-

sion. Email resume with a cover 

letter to policeyearbook@gmail.

com to be considered for an inter-

view call 800-936-1915. 

Mon-Fri 11am-3pm

High Paying Job at Liquor Store

We are looking for a full time 

experienced associates for our 

liquor store in Plymouth, Mas-

sachusetts. They salary ranges 

from $55,000 to $65,000 de-

pending for work availability. 

We are looking for long term 

associates. Email suhasrawlins@

yahoo.com.  

Motel Front Desk (1 Month

Full Time) San Clemente, CA

Seeking motel front desk help to 

cover full-time from 12/3/22 – 

1/9/23. Open to one person, a 

couple or friends who can share the 

work. Includes accommodation. 

25 room property in a beach town 

in San Clemente, Orange County, 

CA. Current managers will be on 

vacation. Please contact : 949-

973-8754, A.S.A.P. if interested 

for further details. Compensation 

based on experience/skill. 

San Francisco Bay Area 60 Unit

San Francisco Bay Area - GM 

position for a franchise 60 Unit, 

customer service, must care for

property, PMS, OTA Reservations, 

Hire employees, etc. 

Send Resumes. Email:

415GMMANAGEMENT@gmail.

com  PH: 408-560-0509

Hotel Manager, Los Angeles, Ca

Looking for experienced hotel man-

ager with franchise experience, 3-5 

years of hotel experience required, 

1 bedroom accommodation pro-

vided, Good Salary, Please email 

resume: imtheguy10@aol.com

Hiring Resident Motel Manager In 

South Lake Tahoe, CA

Hiring a resident motel manager. 

Role and accommodation suitable 

for Couple / Single / Friends or a 

Small family for 44 room motel in 

South Lake Tahoe, CA. Must be 

fluent in English and have good 

computer skills. Some experience 

preferred. Furnished apartment 

and competitive pay. Call: 530-

318-8706 / hotelintahoe@gmail.co

FD/HSKP Help At Motel In Upper MI

We are looking for couple/single to 

work at franchise motel at upper 

Michigan. accommodation will 

be provided, Contact @ 906-776- 

9920 for more details

Hskp & Front Desk Help For Motels

*Need couple for hskp& front desk 

*QualityInn. Hays KS 67601. 

Contact -*Nile 785-656-2258, 

*Rodeayinn (Covered Wagon)

Lusk WY 82225. Contact vasi 307-

334836. *Indian/Gujarati couple 

preferred *Good salary. Residence 

& Homely Ambience.

Hiring Resident Front Desk For 

Motel In Flagstaff, Arizona

Hiring Resident Front Desk, Cou-

ple/Family for Motel in Flagstaff, 

AZ. Must have Exp in Motel with 

Good Communication Skills. Com-

petitive Salary with furnished 

Apartment. Contact Sam-928-255-

3396/spb.1987@hotmail.com

Franchise Motel in Rio Rancho, 

New Mexico. Looking for Front 

desk agent. Salary with accom-

modation provided. Contact Jay 

316-207-2176

Bay Area - Franchise / 

Independent Residential 

Motel Manager 60-65 Units

Customer Service, Property aware-

ness, hotel software, hiring em-

ployees, Salary + incentives on 

gross based on performance.

Call/text: Akshay 510-505-8160, 

or calgm510@gmail.com 

Front Desk Agent, Los Angeles

Looking for Front Desk Agent , 2 

days, 12 hour shifts. Will also need 

agent to work in november/decem-

ber, 24/7, accomodation provided. 

24 unit motel, quiet area, easy job. 

Contact: Rik. 

rikinvestor@gmail.com

HOUSEKEEPING COUPLE

NEEDED FOR MOTEL IN SAN 

FRANCISCO BAY AREA.

Need cople for housekeeping in 

San Francisco Bay Area. Free Ac-

comodation is provided. Phone or 

text at 510-512-6499

RESIDENT MOTEL MANAGER 

NEEDED IN BARSTOW, CA

Immediate opening for Resident 

Manager Couple with strong Eng-

lish. 28 Room independent

motel Salary + Accommodation 

provided Call/Text (714) 818-

8678,  (714) 813-1129

Bestmotel1281@gmail.com

Live In Manager

we are looking for Live in hotel 

manager for 78 Unit Hotel Solares 

in Santa Cruz CA. minimum 3 

years experience require . Salary 

will be discuss in interview.

Contact:: ndesai726@yahoo.com

Hotel/Motel Manager

Needed - Nashville, Tn

Managers, Laundry, Housekeeping 

Couple, and Front Desk Agents 

needed in Nashville, TN. Large 

Managers Apartment available. 

Competitive Pay. Please email for 

more information at kisanhospital-

ity@gmail.com.

Resident Manager Needed

Seeking an experienced manager 

for a 16 unit boutique property 

located in Mendocino County. The 

following skills and traits are pre-

ferred: (1) strong communication 

skills (2) energetic (3) computer 

competence (4) strategic thinking. 

Salary will be based on experience 

and expertise. Please send resume 

for consideration.

solicitmail01@gmail.com

Need Couple For

HouseKeeping And Laundry

Need Couple for HouseKeeping & 

Laundry Accommodation Provided. 

Immediately Opening In S. Utah. 

Call 435-669-5001 

Resident Motel Manager 

Wanted in SF Bay Area

Experienced couple/individuals 

wanted to manage 30+ unit motel 

property in SF Bay Area. Must 

possess good communication 

skills, be customer focused, and 

have adequate computer knowl-

edge. Good salary plus a furnished 

apartment will be provided. Call/

email resume: (669) 250-7385; 

vaish00@yahoo.com.

Front Desk For Franchise Hotel

We are looking for 53 rooms hotel 

for front desk in Winter Haven 

Florida Call: 863-324-5994 / rode-

wayinn19111@gmail.com

Night Shift Auditor

Frontdesk Needed for Franchise 

Motel in Inglewood California  

Contact Number : 562-241-7662

Franchise Hotel Night Auditor 

Franchise hotel experience night 

auditor job in Santa Clara CA. Send 

resume: bwsantaclara@gmail.com

MOTEL FOR LEASE WANTED

Hi we are looking for a 20 to 25 

rooms motel in Los Angeles County 

or maximum 100 miles south or 

North of L.A County Contact Sam 

213-932-1075

20 Rooms Motel Needs Manager

20 Rooms Independent Motel in 

Apple Valley Southern California 

looking for Motel Manager. Man-

ger\& Apartment with Kitchen 

Available. Call Ken Patel at (760) 

900-9541.

Motel manager (family/single) 

wanted. With nice pay and nice 

accommodation. Location: Arizona

Contact Number : 847-481-9882.

Searching for a Resident Manager 

for both Mid-Scale and Up-Scale 

Hotel in Utah. Experience and 

Fluent English is required. Please 

contact Peter at 435-703-0737.

 

Temp Motel Manager

need manager in monterey ca 

22room from novmber 12 to janu-

ary 30 2023. Call: 831-601-8759.

Hotel Manager -Southern California

Looking for a experienced hotel 

manager, franchise experienced 

required, 3-5 years experience, 

1 bedroom accommodation pro-

vided. Good Salary. Please email: 

imtheguy10@aol.com.

Motel Manager wanted. 35 unit 

motel in Vista,CA Full time resi-

dential manager, ideal for couple 

or students . Please text 714-855-

8552 Email: generalmanagerso-

cal@gmail.com

Real estate sale by owner in 

Delhi / NCR - residential, com-

mercial and agricultural prop-

erties. Prestigious locations, 

exce l lent  investments  wi th 

clean titles. Ready to move in 

and well maintained. Can con-

sider property exchange. 

Text your interest to 909-727-

9899 for a quick response.
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Natraj serves the ultimate in South 
Asian cuisine for weddings and 
special events.  Featuring our 
experienced and talented culinary 
team, and offering impeccable and 
unrivaled service, distinguishes us 
as the premier Indian caterer.

Our professional catering staff 
will create menus to exceed 
your expectations and ensure a 
memorable celebration for you and 
your guests.  Outstanding quality 
and exceptional value complete 
a perfect occasion.

            Catering            Catering            Catering

Natraj

23 Musick, Irvine 949/632-2778
www.natrajusa.com   email: vijay@natrajusa.com
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