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Punjab Desperately Needs Guru 
Gobind Singh to Come Back

By NAVNEET S. CHUGH

As we celebrate the 356th birth anni-

versary of Guru Gobind Singh, one shivers 

with fear thinking - what if he shows up in 

Punjab today? His disappointment would 

be heart-wrenching. No self-respecting 

Punjabi would want to show his or her 

face to the Guru.

Born in Patna in 1666, Guru Gobind 

Singh became the tenth and final Guru 

of the Sikhs at age 10, when his father 

was assassinated by the Moghuls. Guru 

Gobind Singh converted all Sikhs into an 

Army called “Khalsa” in 1699 and gave 

them a uniform of Five Ks – uncut hair, 

a comb, long underwear, a steel bracelet, 

and a sword.

He finalized the Guru Granth Sahib and 

told the Sikhs that Guru Nanak started 

Sikhism with the Shabad or Baani (hymn), 

and he is bookending it with the Shabad 

since there shall be no human Gurus af-

ter him and the Shabad shall be the final 

Guru. Baani Guru Guru Hai Baani.

Guru Gobind Singh’s purpose in life was 

to spread the teachings of the Sikh faith 

and to promote justice and equality for 

all people. He believed in the importance 

of devotion to God, self-discipline, and 

service to others. He also emphasized 

the importance of living a virtuous life 

and following the teachings of the Guru 

Granth Sahib, the Sikh scripture.

Guru Gobind Singh died at age 41 after 

fighting 14 wars with the Moghuls and 

losing his parents, his four sons, and his 

own life. He lived his life in a revolution 

mode. He believed in Dharam Yudh. A 

OPINION‘RRR’ Juggernaut Continues, 
Wins Critics Choice Awards

LOS ANGELES, CA (IANS) - S.S. Rajamouli on winning the Best Original Song and Best 

Foreign Language Film at the 28th Critics’ Choice Awards on January 15 at the Fairmont 

Century Plaza Hotel here, dedicated the honor to all the women in his life.

Shri Thanedar: Bringing Pragmatism 
And Compassion To His New Job

By NIMMI RAGHUNATHAN

If you sat down for a game of snakes 

and ladders, your fortunes would likely 

fluctuate less than the professional and 

personal life of Shri Thanedar.

Father, a court clerk in Belgaum, Kar-

nataka, retires at 55. Mouths to feed: 8. 

Thanedar, all of 14, goes to work. Pov-

erty dogs him but he manages to get his 

graduate degree along with a gold medal 

and a desire to move to the US. His visa 

is rejected four times; fifth time lucky, 

he lands in Ohio. Money is still tight and 

housing unaffordable. He works on his 

doctorate, sneaking into the University of 

Akron chemistry building with a sleeping 

bag on summer days to escape the heat of 

the car that serves as his home.

Dr.Thanedar, age 27, begins his career. 

At 36 he buys a small chemical services 

company which through sheer smarts and 

hard work grows to be valued at $200 

million. Some years later, in the 2008 

economic slump, his company goes bust 

and he loses even his home. More smarts 

and hard work follow, and he rejoins the 

millionaire class.

His personal life is no less challenging. 

He marries and has two children when, 

tragically, mental illness causes his wife to 

take her life. Eventually, he meets his cur-

rent wife Shashi whom 

he is endlessly appre-

ciative of. He knows his 

life has been an improb-

able one and sits down 

to write a memoir, ‘The 

Blue Suitcase: Tragedy 

and Triumph in an Im-

migrant’s Life.’ This is 

the pre-political avatar.

Then begins the inter-

est in Michigan politics. 

He becomes a state leg-

islator in 2020 pour-

ing $4 million of his 

Contd. on P42
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Punjab Desperately Needs Guru Gobind Singh 

war in defense of what is right - one must 

be prepared to die to stop oppression and 

dictatorship, end torture, and defend one’s 

own values.

Seems like the Punjabis have forgotten 

a lot in 356 years. Everything possible that 

could go wrong is going wrong with Punjab, 

and not many people on this planet are in 

Dharam Yudh to save Punjab. What will the 

Guru see in Punjab today?

Getting Poorer: Numbers don’t lie, so 

let’s start with money. Punjab used to be 

the number one state in terms of per capita 

income, now it is 17th, and the future is not 

looking good.

No Long Term Economic Planning: 

Punjab’s economy is a highly private and 

individual enterprise-based economy. No 

large industries have been set up and there 

is lack of investment both in the public and 

private sectors. Punjab has also missed the 

boat of information technology which helped 

create massive employment and wealth in 

the southern states.

Unemployment: Punjab has a high un-

employment rate, particularly among young 

people. Punjab has a population of 30 mil-

lion out of which 10 million are workers, 

and currently two million people are either 

unemployed or underemployed. This obvi-

ously leads to social and economic problems, 

including crime and drug abuse.

Vocational Training: While the going was 

good and Punjab was basking in the glory of 

Agricultural success, it forgot to transition to 

industrialization or technology. Now there 

is surplus labor in agriculture, and a huge 

shortage in skilled workers.

Agricultural distress: Punjab is an agricul-

tural state and many farmers have struggled 

in recent years due to stagnating productiv-

ity, low crop prices, rising input costs and 

increasing debt. Farm holdings per family 

have been getting smaller for generations. 

The soil of Punjab is losing fertility every 

year, due to non-rotation of crops, and over-

use of fertilizers and pesticides. Due to free 

electricity and extreme pulling of water, the 

water table - the water below the surface of 

the earth - is rapidly falling.

Quarter of the State is Illiterate: 75 years 

after independence, the literacy rate of Pun-

jab stands at 75% while states like Kerala 

have hit the magical 100% literacy number.

Miserable Politics: Punjab has one of 

the worst politics in India. Every govern-

ment of recent past has failed Punjab in 

creating jobs, and the focus has been on 

giving free electricity to farmers but not 

on creating employment diversification. 

No political party appears to have an 

agenda or roadmap for the development 

of industry, agriculture, and other sectors.

A Million Girls Missing: Lots and lots 

of girls are missing. 900 girls are born for 

every 1,000 boys in Punjab. One of the 

highest rates of killing girls not born yet. 

Our friends and relatives in Punjab know 

what happened to the 25,800 girls not born 

last year, let alone to the one million girls 

in the last 50 years.

Drug Abuse: The drug epidemic in Punjab 

continues, one out of seven people in Punjab 

is addicted to drugs. A combination of de-

mand, supply, and ample currency to trade 

has created Punjab’s drug problem.

Land, Air, and Water Are Polluted: In ad-

dition to industrialization and urbanization, 

stubble burning of the paddy harvest contin-

ues to pollute the air in the entire north of 

the country. The land of five rivers Punjab 

now only has 2.5 rivers left running through 

it and river Sutlej is so severely polluted that 

it is affecting the lives of 50 million people.

Overspending and Debt: The accounting 

of the state is so upside down, that the Pun-

jab government is currently spending double 

of what it collects as revenue, resulting in 

massive debt borrowing to keep the lights 

on. Punjab’s debt now stands at 

more than $45 billion.

Is all hope lost for 

Punjab? There is 

always time. Pun-

jabi diaspora has 

a strong pres-

ence in west-

ern developed 

countries. They 

have adequate 

f inancial ,  in-

tellectual, and 

technological re-

sources. No challenge should be big enough 

for the Punjabis that are known to take risks 

and know of the extreme sacrifices their 

Gurus have made.

Guru Gobind Singh believed in the equal-

ity of all people and fought injustices such 

as the caste system. He was a warrior who 

dedicated his life to promoting justice and 

equality. He defended his faith and rights, 

and those of all people around him. He was 

brave and he fearlessly sacrificed his entire 

family for humanity.

He wrote, “I took birth only for this 

purpose. Understand this in your heart, O 

holymen! To spread Dharma and protect 

the saints. And to uproot all the devils 

and villains.”

Why did the Punjabis alive today take 

birth? Are they willing to make the kinds 

of sacrifices their Gurus made? Do they 

remember the Guru’s life of Dharam Yudh? 

In time, we shall find out.

The youth have rallied against drugs but the scourge encouraged over  the 
years by cross-border traffickers and easy cash runs deep in Punjab. The 
youth of today need role models and could turn their thoughts to the wisdom 
of Guru Gobind Singh who stressed self-discipline, and service to others.

on. Punjab’s debt now stands at 

more than $45 billion.

Is all hope lost for 

Punjab? There is 

always time. Pun

technological re

years by cross-border traffickers and easy cash runs deep in Punjab. The 
youth of today need role models and could turn their thoughts to the wisdom 

The deadly pollutants in North India’s atmosphere originate from vehicular emissions, industrial pollution, waste burning, and dust from construction sites. Another major source of pollution remains 
the stubble-burning activities in Haryana and Punjab, as farmers torch crop residues to create space for a fresh batch of crops instead of using more time-consuming stubble-cleaning processes.

Contd. from P1
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India-West News Desk

PASADENA, CA - Thousands of 
people lined the streets on January 
2 to watch the 134th Rose Parade, 

At Rose Parade, Sahanna Rajinikanthan Is Member Of ‘Royal Court’
the famed New Year event held 
annually in Southern California.

This year, the parade featured 39 
floral-covered floats, 16 equestrian 
groups, and 21 marching bands 

from across the country and around 
the world. The parade theme was 
“Turning the Corner,” which Tour-
nament of Roses President Amy 
Wainscott said was meant to cel-

ebrate the potential of every new 
year and rising above challenges.

Leading the parade was grand 
marshal Gabby Giffords, the former 
AZ Democratic congresswoman 
who was shot in the head during an 
assassination attempt in January 
2011 and has since become an out-
spoken gun-control advocate. Her 
husband Mark Kelly is a Democratic 
Party Senator from AZ.

Rose Parade attendees cheered 
the 104th ‘Rose Queen’ Bella 
Ballard and her Royal Court on 
January 2, as they rolled out on the 
5.5-mile ride.

In the royal court was Sahanna 
Rajinikanthan a senior at Arcadia 
High School who lives in Arcadia. 
She is currently president of the 

Chemistry Club, lead programmer 
and builder on the Vex Robotics 
Team, information desk leader at 
USC Hospital, volunteer at Wom-
en’s Shelter in Los Angeles, library 
volunteer, tutor at the Pasadena 
Boys and Girls Club, an assistant 
singing teacher at the non-profit 
organization Araneri and involved 
in swimming. Sahanna, the Tourna-
ment of Roses noted, enjoys read-
ing, dancing, singing and piano. 

She plans to study electrical 
engineering and is interested in 
attending Cal Tech, a University 
of California or California State 
University. Sahanna is the daugh-
ter of Rajinikanthan Seshadri and 
Geetha Rajinikanthan and has a 
younger brother, Rishab Raaj.

PICTURES: Tournament of Roses

NBA’s Warriors Host ‘Bhangra Night’

India-West Staff Reporter

SAN FRANCISCO, CA - The Bay 
Area-based Bhangra Empire, once 
again performed at a Golden State 
Warriors Game. On December 28, 
the group of students and young 
working professionals who are 
passionate about taking Bhangra 
to a mainstream audience put 
up a rousing performance during 
halftime and primetime at the 

Chase Center here. The Warriors 
won the game against the Utah Jazz 
112-107, making the postgame 
bhangra performance even more 
joyful. “The Bay Area is home to 
such a diverse population and as 
an organization, it is important for 
us to showcase the many commu-
nities that surround and support 
us,” Warriors Vice President of 
Ticketing Maria Valdehueza, told 
India-West in a statement. 
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LA’s Skid Row Running Club Members 
Headed To Delhi For February Marathon

By TRACY A. HUNT

LOS ANGELES, CA - On Feb-
ruary 22, members of the Skid 
Row Running Club, based in Los 
Angeles, will board Singapore Air 
flight SQ11 and make their way 
from LAX to India’s capital to 
participate in a once-in-a-lifetime 
trip culminating in running the 
New Delhi Marathon.

This will be the first interna-
tional flight for many of those 
traveling - and some could never 
have imagined they would have 
this opportunity.

There are 60 people traveling to 
India, 15 of whom are current or 
former residents of the Midnight 

Mission in Skid Row.  Others are 
in active recovery and the rest are 
mentors.

Those who are gainfully em-
ployed are paying their own way 
and the club covers the majority of 
the costs for those in recovery or 
who are housed in shelters.  Oth-
ers raise additional funds on their 
own so that their Midnight Mission 
friends can enjoy nice meals and 
excursions on the trip.

In addition to Delhi, the group 
will spend time in Agra and Jai-
pur where they will visit temples, 
mosques and historical sites. 

The club’s founder, Judge Craig 
Mitchell, strongly believes that 
travel is one of the components 

to addiction recovery as it allows 
people to experience the world and 
circumstances outside of them-
selves.  Each year the club takes a 
trip to a destination that features an 
international marathon.  Past trips 
have included Ghana, Rome, Viet-
nam, Israel, Jordan, Ecuador and 
Egypt. This year India was chosen 
for its vast history and rich culture. 

The club is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
funded entirely by donations. If you 
happen to find yourself in Down-
town Los Angeles on any given 
Monday morning you may witness 
an unusual sight – there among the 
people waking up in tents along the 
garbage-lined sidewalk is a group 
of men and women who’ve just 

completed a 5-mile run.
These are the members of the 

world-renowned Skid Row Run-
ning Club. Founded in 2012 by 
L.A. Superior Court Judge Craig 
Mitchell, the Club’s intention is 
to empower those experiencing 
homelessness, in recovery, and 
struggling with addiction, to go be-
yond their current circumstances 
and reach for the stars. Since its in-
ception, the Club has transformed 
countless lives and has had dozens 
of success stories.

It is estimated that over 8,000 
homeless people, many of whom 
suffer from substance abuse and/
or mental illnesses, can be found 
within the 50 city blocks of the Skid 

Row area. The Club’s members 
come from all walks of life - from 
those who are currently experienc-
ing homelessness and are housed 
at local missions to doctors, law-
yers and others who enjoy the 
camaraderie that the Club brings.

In 2017 a documentary based on 
the Skid Row Running Club was 
released. The incredibly inspiring 
film, Skid Row Marathon, centers 
around Judge Mitchell and several 
members of the Club as they train for 
their first international marathon.

For more:
www.skidrowrunningclub.com
All donations are fully tax-

deductible. 
Federal Tax ID: 82-1614500.

Left & above: A contingent from the club ran during the famed Rose Parade of Southern California in 2022.
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Mala Gaonkar Heads Biggest Ever 
Hedge Fund Launch By A Woman

BUSINESS

India-West News Desk

NEW YORK, NY – Mala 
Gaonkar has joined the list 
of Indian Americans making 
waves, with the biggest-ever 
launch of a hedge fund led by 
a woman. On January 4, her 
SurgoCap Partners started 
trading with $1.8 billion under 
management.

SurgoCap will use data 
science to invest around the 
theme of how technology can 
enhance other sectors such as 
financials, industrials, health 
care and enterprise data, ac-
cording to people familiar 
with the matter. The firm, 
with about 20 employees, will 
bet on and against stocks and 
can invest as much as a quarter 
of its assets in private companies, 
Bloomberg reported.

Gaonkar joined Sema Sgaier to 
launch SurgoCap in 2015. Prior 
to SurgoCap, she was a founding 
partner of Lone Pine Capital where 
she was a portfolio manager for the 
firm’s technology, media, internet, 
and telecommunications exposure, 
and was co-portfolio manager of 
long-only funds.

Gaonkar was born in the US 

and raised mostly in Bengaluru. 
She then went to Harvard Uni-
versity and Harvard Business 
School, worked for The Boston 
Consulting Group, and was also 
a Kauffman Fellow.

She is a founding trustee of 
Ariadne Labs, as well as a trustee 
of the Tate Foundation, the Queen 
Elizabeth Prize for Engineering, 
and Surgo Ventures, which aims 
to address social issues and wants 
to bring together data and behav-
ioral scientists as well as tech-

nologists, for a 
customer-driv-
en approach to 
healthcare.

Gaonkar 
has signed the 
Giving Pledge 
which is a com-
m i t m e n t  b y 
billionaires to 
voluntarily give 
most of their 
wealth to char-
itable causes 
either during 
their lifetimes 
or in their wills 
as bequests to 
be made after 
death. Inves-

tor Warren Buffett, Bill Gates and 
Melinda French Gates created the 
pledge in 2010.

The Indian American is also in-
terested in the arts. Together with 
singer-songwriter David Byrne, 
she launched an immersive the-
ater experience called Theater of 
the Mind, which used interactive 
neuroscience to dive deep into the 
human psyche. She has also writ-
ten short stories.

She is married to a fellow equity 
businessman Oliver Haarmann.

Photo: shondaland.com

Instacart Founder 
Apoorva Mehta Sued For 
Launching Copycat Firm

India-West News Desk

SAN FRANCISCO, CA - Apoorva 
Mehta, a co-founder and former 
head of Instacart, has been accused 
of employing stolen corporate se-
crets to build a healthcare venture

Hello Logistics Inc which func-
tions under the name NextMed 
has charged him and his busi-
ness partner Tejasvi Singh, for 
misusing trade secrets, breaching 
copyright, and other violations, 
Techstory.in reported.

According to the complaint, filed 
in Manhattan federal court Singh, 
a co-founder of NextMed, collected 

a portion of the company’s most 
closely held trade secrets under 
the pretense that investors were 
performing thorough research.

The complaint said they trained 
vendors and put NextMed’s highly 
secretive user acquisition and other 
tactics into effect, “in mere weeks.”

A few weeks after its appear-
ance, Mehta’s new venture has 
already received $30 million from 
two venture capital firms, accord-
ing to NextMed.

NextMed is seeking unspecified 
monetary compensation and wants 
Mehta’s company to be shut down, 
Techstory.in
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Dr Dharmesh Patel Of Pasadena Arrested For 
Murder, Drives Car Off Cliff With Family Inside

India-West News Desk

PASADENA, CA - Indian Ameri-
can Dharmesh Arvind Patel, 41, of 
Pasadena has been charged with 
attempted murder and child abuse 
after he intentionally drove his 
Tesla sedan, with his wife Neha, 
and two children inside, off a 250-
foot California cliff.

Patel worked as a radiologist at 
Providence Holy Cross Medical 
Center in Pasadena. It released a 
statement saying it was, “deeply 

saddened to learn of a 
traffic incident involv-
ing one of our phy-
sicians and his fam-
ily. We are extremely 
grateful there were no 
serious injuries. We 
will not respond fur-
ther, as this incident is 
under investigation.”

Patel has been ar-
rested and will  be 
booked into San Ma-
teo County jail after his 

release from the hospital, the California Highway 
Patrol (CHP) said on January 4.

The car was traveling south on State Route 1 when 
Patel drove it over the cliff at Devil’s Slide, south of 
the Tom Lantos Tunnels, and landed near the water’s 
edge. It flipped and landed on its wheels.

“Based on the evidence collected, investigators 
developed probable cause to believe this incident 
was an intentional act,” CHP said.

The CHP said in a statement that it was alerted to 
“a vehicle over the side of the cliff on State Route-1” 
at around 10.50 a.m. on January 2. Once the CHP 
and other responding agencies got to the scene, 
they saw a white Tesla that had plunged 250-300 
feet off the cliff.

Authorities managed to reach the vehicle and 
recover two adults and two children, who were 
rushed “to a local hospital with serious injuries.” 
The rescue involved firefighters who rappelled 
down the cliff to save the two children, a 4-year-
old girl, and a 9-year-old boy. A helicopter crew 
rescued the two adults from the vehicle.

Brian Pottenger, the incident commander for the 
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protec-
tion, told NBC News that it was very, very rare” 
for people to survive such a steep fall and that the 
children’s car seats may have saved their lives. “We 
were actually very shocked when we found survivable 
victims in the vehicle. So that actually was a hopeful 
moment for us,” Pottenger said.
NEIGHBORS
Neighbors of the Indian American, who ‘inten-

tionally’ drove a sedan off California cliff with his 
wife and children inside, have expressed their shock 
at the unfortunate incident, calling it a “likely mo-
ment of insanity”. “They’re a beautiful, idyllic family, 
no indication of issues,” Roger Newmark told The 
Los Angeles Times. “It’s so strange because he is a 
great guy. Maybe it was a moment of insanity.”

The Patels had moved to the neighborhood five 
years ago and were often seen walking with their 
children and giving cookies to neighbors, the pa-
per reported. “He’s just so present. Dharmesh and 
I would wave ‘hi’, but he would always come over 
and have a conversation. He was always happy and 
ready to talk,” another neighbor, Sarah Walker, told 
The Times. Neighbors described the Patel family as 
“perfect”, with no issues of domestic violence ever 
reported, according to a Pasadena city manager 
spokeswoman.
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(562) 443-4040  |  info@buildrite.us  |  www.buildrite.us

BUILDRITE CONSTRUCTION

TURNKEY CONSTRUCTION SOLUTIONS
Buildrite is a one stop solution for all your Design and Construction requirements. We cater
to a variety of residential and commercial projects offering end to end turnkey solutions.

DESIGN BUILD PROCESS ADUs and JADUs

CUSTOM HOMESADDITIONS

Design Build is a construction process that provides owners 
with a single point of contact for both the design and 
construction phases of a project. Buildrite is a full-service 
design and build company offering following services.

We take off all the burden from your shoulders - just let us 
know your requirement and we will turn your vision into 
reality ensuring that your project is finished on time and 
within budget.

New California laws make it easier than ever to build an acces-
sory dwelling unit (ADU) on your property. Now CALFHA is 
offering a grant for up to $40,000 for building ADUs.

An ADU is a secondary housing unit on a single-family residen-
tial lot. It can be attached to the primary house like a convert-
ed garage, or unattached like a free-standing cottage. You 
can create an ADU/JADU from a new or existing structure.

Creating a custom home is a large undertaking and you want 
to make the process as simple and enjoyable as possible. 
Buildrite offers ground up construction either from an unde-
veloped parcel of land or by demolishing an existing struc-
ture and building a new one in its place. We can help you with 
the whole process from concept to completion.

With sky-rocketing property prices and rapidly increasing 
demand for residential space it makes more sense to maxi-
mize the covered area in your lot. Be it room additions on the 
ground floor or constructing a new second floor on your exist-
ing house our team can help realize your vision.

Additions can be complicated as we must ensure that both 
new construction and the old structures comply with code. 
We work closely with city planning and building to ensure 
that new additions comply with the local requirements.

Plus - Multifamily units, Apartments and various other Commercial Projects. 
Give us a call today to discuss your project.

• Conceptual design
• Estimation
• Architectural and structural design
• Approvals, Licenses and Permits
• Utility agencies approvals

• Material procurement
• Construction
• Inspections
• Final delivery

• Maximize lot utilization
• Improve your existing layouts
• Expand your first floor
• Add a second floor

• Conceptual design 
• Various architectural design styles 
• Latest Features and Technologies
• Plans and approvals
• Construction
• Code compliance & Inspections
• Final delivery and handover
• Warranty

• Independent residential unit up to 1200 sf
• Attached, Detached, Converted space
• Rental, Secondary unit, Granny unit, Office
• Various layouts – Studio, 1-, 2- and 3-bedroom units
• Maximize lot utilization
• JADUs up to 500 sf
• Raise your property’s value
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Direct Line: 714-626-2023 • Cell: 714-335-9048
Email: jrshah@pacbell.net

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

INTERIOR DESIGNER

SERVICES AVAILABLE

• Total Remodeling with Designing &   
  Decorating
• Custom Furniture
• Mural painting and lighting
• Full line of landscaping including         
  Pool, Spa,Gazebo and BBQ.
• Hotel/Motel/Restaurant Remodeling 
  and decorating

Email: rjinteriors@yahoo.com
Cell: (714) 335-8240
Ph: (562) 691-2070

Brings Your Dream Come True

WE would help you to examine your RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL real estate portfolio and 
maximize your cashflow and appreciation including 1031 Tax deferred exchanges.

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, 
BUSINESS/INVESTMENT PROPERTIES & 

1031 TAX DEFERRED EXCHANGE EXPERT

714-335-9048

Rashmi Shah
USA graduate Interior Designer

Jigar (JR) Shah, MBA
License# 01116918

Please call JR for information of 
COVID 19 on Real Estate

Commercial

Residential

•  4 BD 4 BA Ocean View Single family home in Dana Point

•  5 BD 3.5 BA home w Views in Yorba Linda

•  5 BD 3 BA home w Views in Yorba Linda

•  5 BD 4 BA View home in Yorba Linda - For Sale

•  5 BD 5 BA 5800 sqft Home - SOLD

•  Huge Parcel of Land 530+ Acres Offering endless   
   opportunities to develop - FOR SALE

•  8 Plus acres of divisible view LOTS in La Habra Heights

•  21 Units Apartment in Sacramento

•  50,000 Plus Sq.Ft fully lease shopping center in Central      

    California

•  Shopping Center for Sale in Arizona - SOLD

•  All Medical Retail Center in Gilbert, AZ (Very Decent CAP rate)

CRIME

Court Denies Bail To Shankar Mishra Who Peed On Woman 
In Air India Flight To New York

NEW DELHI, (IANS) - A Delhi 

court on January 11 denied bail to 

Shankar Mishra, who is accused 

of urinating on an elderly female 

co-passenger, while in a drunken 

state, on a New York-New Delhi 

flight in November last year.

The court rejected the plea, say-

ing that the alleged act of accused 

of relieving himself upon the com-

plainant is “utterly 

disgusting and repul-

sive” and the act itself 

is sufficient to out-

rage the modesty of 

a woman. “It has also 

come on record that 

the accused has tried 

contacting the victim 

and the possibility of 

accused influencing 

the witnesses cannot 

be ruled out. Further, 

as per the report of 

the IO, the other wit-

nesses are yet to be 

interrogated and the 

investigation is at a very initial 

stage,” the court said.  The Public 

Prosecutor opposed the accused’s 

request for bail on the grounds 

that the accused is a powerful 

individual and, if granted bail, 

could sway the complainant. The 

lawyer also told the court that the 

accused’s father had messaged the 

victim on WhatsApp saying karma 

will hit her but later deleted the 

message.

Indian American

Indian American Dr Sugata 

Bhattacharjee, was seated next to 

Shankar Mishra, who urinated on 

a woman co-passenger during the 

November 26 Air India flight from 

New York to New Delhi. And he 

backed the account of events given 

by the affected woman passenger.

He had decided to hand in a 

written complaint but when he 

heard the father of Mishra say 

that the whole incident was not 

true, he spoke to the media. Bhat-

tacharjee sat in seat number 8A, 

while Mishra was in seat 8C in the 

business class.

“The dignity of a woman was 

played with. The Tata name has 

been tarnished. It’s not a happy 

story. But at the end of the day, 

it was a moral call for me, it was 

morality and I thought it was my 

moral obligation to stand and make 

a complaint and I did,” he told PTI.

Wells Fargo: Mishra has been 

sacked by his employer Wells Fargo 

with corporate headquarters in San 

Francisco. Mishra worked as the 

Vice President of the India chapter 

of the US-based firm. 

“Wells Fargo holds employees 

to the highest standards of profes-

sional and personal behavior and 

we find these allegations deeply 

disturbing. This individual has 

been terminated from Wells Fargo. 

We are cooperating with the law 

enforcement agencies and ask 

that any additional inquiries be 

directed to them,” the company 

said in a statement.
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11938 Paramount Blvd.,  
Downey, CA 90242

433 W. 4th street, Ste. 100
Montebello, CA 90640.

8500 Florence Ave., Suite 101
Downey, CA 90240

15141 Whittier Blvd., Ste. 120
Whittier, CA 90603

12472 Washington Blvd.,
Whittier, CA 90602

2621 S. Bristol Ave. Suite 105, 
Santa Ana, CA 92807

14359 Pioneer Blvd. Suite A
Norwalk, CA 90650

4811 Florence Ave.,
Bell, CA 90201

741 S Orange Ave., 
West Covina, CA 91790

3625 M. L. K. Jr Blvd,  Unit 8 
Lynwood, CA 90262

29525 Canwood St., Ste. 200
Agoura Hills, CA 91301

Open 7 days a week, from 
9am - 9pm

X-Rays & Ultrasounds 
NOW Available!

WALK-INS WELCOME
WAIT-TIME IS 15 MINUTES!

AME Medical Group, Inc. Est. 1997

3300 South Street, Suite 209
Long Beach, CA 90805

@amemedicalgroup amemedical Ask About Our COSMETIC SERVICES

Rapid Antigen Testing
Results in 15 minutes  

No Insurance needed 

Just $75FREE
Pfi zer 

vaccine 
available at our 

Downey Location 
(by appointment only)

• Nasal Swab PCR testing
• Results within 36 hours

• With Insurance FREE
• Without Insurance $150

By Appointment only 
Call: 562-923-6060

PCR Covid-19 Testing
In all our offices

Now offering FREE

• Pfizer booster available
• Antibody testing to 

check immunity

FREE

25
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Call for the best rate and terms TODAY!

Tel: (562) 916-7878   •  Cell: [562] 972-5083

562-916-7878

Loans made or arranged pursuant to California Finance Lender Law. 

INVESTORS - No Income Doc Loans Available

Builder purchase – Lock rate up to 180 days 
in advance

Get Lender approval before making an offer 
and be ahead of competition

No income documents for purchases available

Short of funds for down payment? 
100% gift for down payment is allowed

Get qualified at no cost to know how 
much you can afford

We are direct lender with 35 plus years’ 
experience and over 9,000 clients served

Please call us for all your questions 
regarding Real Estate Financing!

AJ (AJIT) DUDHEKER, MBA  
PLATINUM WEST FUNDING, 
DIRECT LENDER

35 YEARS IN BUSINESS
 
SERVED OVER 
9,000 CLIENTS

ARRANGED HOME LOANS FOR 
MANY NEPALESE FRIENDS 

VERY CREATIVE IN SOLVING LOAN 
QUALIFYING PROBLEMS

FREE LOAN PRE-APPROVAL AND 
CREDIT SCORE IMPROVEMENT

NO INCOME VERIFICATION LOANS 
AVAILABLE

PRIVATE LOANS AVAILABLE

CALL FOR ALL YOUR FINANCING NEEDS!

17100 Norwalk Blvd., #112, Cerritos, CA 90703

aj@platinumwestfunding.com 
NMLS # 356134, 357611 • MORTGAGE BROKER

CRIME

Accused Found 

Unfit To Stand 
Trial In Purdue 

Student’s Killing

Over 200 People Hold Vigil In TX 
For 9-Year-Old Killed By Father
HOUSTON, TX - More than 200 people 

showed up to Hughes Elementary in McK-

inney, near here, on the evening of January 

9 in remembrance of the 9-year-old  Indian 

American student who was killed in his 

home, by his father Subramanian Pon-

nazhakan.

Ponnazhakan, 39  has been charged of 

murder and has a $1million bond.  

For those in attendance at the vigil,  it was 

unthinkable what may have happened in 

the home as they brought and left flowers, 

stuffed animals, and notes at the doorway.

Police said they got a call from a neighbor 

who said that a woman had found her son Photo: ABC News

unconscious and bleeding. When officers 

entered the house found man in the act of 

inflicting self-harm with a knife.

Ponnazhakan is now being treated in a 

hospital for the self inflicted wounds.

NEW YORK, NY (IANS) - A Purdue 

University student, who was charged with 

murder after he stabbed his Indian American 

roommate to death in October, has been 

found unfit to stand trial, judges ruled.

Ji Min Sha, a 22-year-old cybersecurity 

major from South Korea, stabbed Varun 

Manish Chheda,20, a Data Science stu-

dent, inside their first-floor McCutcheon 

Hall room on Purdue University’s West 

Lafayette campus.

Tippecanoe Circuit Judge Sean Persin 

ruled after reading a report prepared by 

defense-hired psychologist Dr Sean Samuels. 

Samuels had interviewed Sha for five hours 

shortly after the slaying. Sha told police that 

“he is extensively involved in international 

espionage and is a former CIA operative.”

Ruling that Sha is unfit to stand trial, 

Persin has appointed two doctors to treat 

the accused until he is found competent to 

understand the charges against him.

The ruling came after Sha’s attorney Kyle 

Cray requested the court to appoint psy-

chiatrists, psychologists, or physicians to 

evaluate whether Sha is competent enough 

to stand trial, and his sanity at the time of the 

alleged murder. Prosecutors said that Sha 

stabbed Chheda several times in the head 

and neck with a folding knife that officers 

found on the floor near the chair where the 

victim’s body was discovered. Sha faces one 

count of murder for stabbing and is currently 

being held at the Tippecanoe County Jail.

Victim Varun Chheda

Accused Ji Min Sha



JANUARY 2023 – P15INDIA WEST

Tutoring - Test Prep - ConsultingTutoring - Test Prep - Consulting

PSAT SAT ACT SAT II AP

We offer a wide range of 
comprehensive test prepa-
ration courses. Along with 
a revision of the subject's 
fundamentals we will help 
you understand the tests 
inside out.

• Free diagnostic test & in-depth 
   analysis

• Guidance for weak area 
   improvement

• Comprehensive drills for all 
   sections 

• Test-taking strategies

• Online practice tools

• Full-length practice tests

• Complete course coverage

Math, English, Sciences

We offer one of the most 
comprehensive tutoring 
programs available today. 
Guaranteed improvement in 
3-6 months for committed 
students.

• Homework help

• Quiz/Test preparation

• Weekly grades monitoring and 
   corrective actions

• Additional practice drills & Online 
   practice tools 

• Parallel common core course - 
   Math & English 

Counseling & College App

Selecting a career can be a 
daunting task given the 
number of options available 
today. The counselors at 
Gurukul can help you narrow 
down and select the best 
options which relate to your 
interests, skills and goals and 
are also aligned with your 
academic capabilities

• College selection

• Career guidance and selection

• High school roadmap

• College application and essay 
    help

• Scholarship &, Financial 
   aid/FAFSA guidance

Gurukul is a leading Tutoring and Test-Prep institute based in Artesia, California. We offer a wide range of 

tutoring programs for your crucial Elementary, Middle and High School years. Be it a matter of GPA improve-

ment or taking a critical test like SAT, we cater to all your requirements. Our professional experienced staff 

will leave no stone unturned in pursuit of your goals.

Gurukul Academy
Building a strong foundation

17510 Pioneer Blvd. Ste 203
Artesia, CA (90701)

www.trygurukul.com 

(209) 487-8585

info@trygurukul.com

Tutoring Test Preparation Consulting

Afterschool program available with pick up from select ABC district schools. 
Free trial class and consulting. Call and reserve your spot today !

Now o�ering one-on-one online tutoring via zoom 

Call/Email today

HIRING TUTORS

CIA Had ‘Suicide Pact’ Or Trump’s Kash 
Patel Would Have Been CIA Chief

POLITICS

Richard Verma Nominated As 
Dy Secretary At State Dept.

WASHINGTON, DC (IANS) - President 

Joe Biden has nominated Indian American 

Richard Verma, a former ambassador to In-

dia, as Deputy Secretary of State for Manage-

ment and Resources, the White House said.

It marks a new milestone for Indian 

Americans as he is the first member of the 

community to serve at this level of seniority 

in the State Department.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken will be 

his boss, and he will serve as principal advi-

sor on the overall supervision and direction 

of resource allocation and management 

activities of the department. Verma will have 

to be confirmed by the US Senate, which 

may not be a problem because he has been 

confirmed twice before by the chamber.

It’s a homecoming of sorts for Verma, who 

served in the State Department as Assistant 

Secretary of State for Legislative Affairs be-

fore being dispatched by President Barack 

Obama to India as his ambassador. He is 

currently serving as Chief Legal Officer and 

Head of Global Public Policy at Mastercard.

Verma served as a congressional aide 

earlier and is a veteran of the US Air Force, 

where he served on active duty as a judge 

advocate. He earned a B.S. at Lehigh 

University, a J.D. cum laude at American 

University, an LL.M. with distinction at 

Georgetown University Law Center, and a 

Ph.D. at Georgetown University.

India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC – The country, it would 

seem, was a hairbreadth away from having 

Indian American Kash Patel as CIA chief.

Alyssa Farah Griffin, a former aide to 

Donald Trump when he was President, told 

the congressional committee investigating 

the attack on the Capitol on January 6, that 

what she called a “suicide pact” was in place 

if that had happened.

The resistance to the diehard Trump sup-

porter, Patel was so high, and support for 

incumbent Gina Haspel so clear that Grif-

fin said, “Basically, the entire (intelligence 

community) would walk with her if that 

happened, officially, like – or essentially, 

like, decapitating the entire intelligence 

community.”

Haspel served as a CIA intelligence officer 

for 33 years before Trump appointed her as 

Director in 2018, mak-

ing her the first woman 

to hold that post. Trump 

wanted to nominate Patel 

as her deputy and then 

fire her to leave Patel in 

charge, Business Insider 

reported.

Trump, in his erratic 

and dictatorial manner, 

had gone ahead in doing 

exactly this but recalled 

the move within minutes. 

Griffin said, “But alleg-

edly, for about 14 minutes, 

Kash was actually the CIA 

director.”

Griffin, a former Di-

rector of Communica-

tions at the White House told the commit-

tee that the threat of mass resignation was 

what had stymied Trump from doing as he 

pleased, in this case, appointing ‘yes’ men 

in posts of national importance.

There is no public record of Haspel being 

replaced by Patel, even for 14 minutes, the 

Business Insider report pointed out. Haspel 

remained in post until President Joe Biden 

took office, who replaced her with William 

Burns, the current director.
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Discounts up to $6000 maximum. Due to maximum seller
concession rules applicable to purchase loan transactions, this
discount could be less than $6000 in some cases where other

concessions have been made to the consumer. Please consult your
loan officer with questions about these maximum seller concession

rules. Subject to borrower and property qualifications. Not all
applicants will qualify. NMLS ID #6606. Licensed by the Department

of Financial Protection and Innovation under the California
Residential Mortgage Lending Act. Corporate office 14511 Myford

Rd., Suite 100, Tustin, CA 92780. Phone: (800) 450-2010. 12/2022

New Home?
First Time Buyers receive up to $6,000

in financial assistance with New

American Funding's Pathway Program.

Primary residence purchase only - 1 unit

First Time Buyers only

Available in designated areas

Minimum credit score of 620

New Year,

Scan to visit

my website

Loan Consultant | NMLS # 2147454

SANJAY SHARMA

818-913-8459
Sanjay.Sharma@nafinc.com

Call to learn more

about this program

5 Year Rate Protection Pledge 

Buy now and we'll refinance you into a lower rate

and remove repeat fees if rates drop in the next

five years. 

This program is for limited time period.

Shri Thanedar: Bringing Pragmatism And Compassion
money into the campaign. This is 

a tactic he employs in contesting 

the Democratic primaries for the 

13th congressional district. For 

the first time since 1955, Detroit is 

being represented not by a Black 

congressperson but by an Indian 

American one.

His race and deep pockets are 

a source of debate for the cam-

paign’s duration, but Thanedar 

has kept the focus on a different 

narrative. In a constituency that 

has 25.6% of the population living 

below the poverty line, he points to 

his life story. He knows depriva-

tion. He also has a work ethic to 

show he cares: as a state legisla-

Contd. from P1 tor, he had not 

missed a single 

vote, missed a 

single commit-

tee meeting, or 

a single House 

session. 

The newly 

minted Con-

gressman who 

has been tem-

pered by blaz-

ing highs and 

scorching lows 

speaks with 

India-West. 

Excerpts:

Q: How do you keep stress at bay?

A: (Laughs) I am an eternal op-

timist. I always feel the best days 

are yet to come. I grew up with so 

much adversity. My mother was 

from a poor family and they were 

happy to marry her off to 

my father who was 14 years 

older and widowed with two 

daughters. She was only 17, 

her stepdaughter was only 6 

years younger than her. My 

earliest memories of her are 

of how she never gave up no 

matter how hard things got. I 

get it from her. When things 

go bad, I work even harder. 

I am most productive when 

things are bad. You can put 

your head down and get de-

pressed, or work and convert 

the negative energy to posi-

tive energy. Humiliation and 

loss are like fuel for me.

Q: Are there tools you 

apply or is it just one foot 

forward?

A: I don’t do anything 

special like meditation. To 

me balance is important. I 

could be the greatest politi-

cian or businessman but not 

be a good father and then 

it’s all of no use. My goals 

always include having good 

relations with my wife and 

children. I think many make 

the mistake of taking their 

profession over seriously. I 

aim for balance – giving to 

society, exercise, diet, all of 

this is not secondary.

Q: Was the Kevin McCar-

thy Speaker drama a re-

ality check for you? Was 

idealism tested?

A: It showed how difficult 

the task is going to be. The 

other party (GOP) doesn’t 

have its act together. It’s con-

trolled by 20 or so extremists 

and they were holding every-

one, hostage. It was a display 

of Republican dysfunction. 

I have worked as a member 

of the minority party when 

in the MI House and I wasn’t 

deterred then but this is a 

tough road ahead. The minor-

ity is being appeased. We have 

already seen that in week 2 

since the Speaker’s election 

with the defunding of the IRS, 

and criminalizing of abortion.

Q :  I l l e g a l  i m m i g r a -

tion, including Indian, 

is increasing…

A: Illegal immigration no one 

wants. But laws should be enforced 

in a compassionate manner that 

reflects what America is about, 

not separating children from their 

families. Human rights cannot be 

violated. I am a big supporter of 

DACA. It’s no fault of the children 

and they should have a pathway to 

citizenship. We need to have good, 

paying jobs for Americans absolute-

ly no doubt about it. But if we don’t 

have skilled labor available, and our 

businesses keep telling us they need 

them, especially post-Covid, we 

need to make room for that.

Q: How has the Flint water cri-

sis influenced you?

A: I saw government dysfunc-

tion. It was poor decision-making 

by the Governor (Republican 

Rick Snyder). They were callous. 

I grew up in poverty. I had to go 

to the riverbank and dig a hole to 

get water back for my family. So, I 

fully understood the importance of 

access to clean water. My company 

supplied bottled water as much as 

we could and I owned a testing lab 

where we tested the water for some 

concerned families. Flint contrib-

uted to my decision to run for 

governor. I had come to the US to 

escape poverty; I wondered what I 

was doing accumulating wealth. In 

the nation which gave me so much, 

there was environmental racism 

Wife Shashi has pulled his family together, says Thanedar.
Thanedar has cherished memories of his beloved mother Sulochana visit-
ing him when he won a business award.  Seen here with her grandsons.

Thanedar’s father at his simple home 
in Belguam, Karnataka.

Contd. on P37
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Lodi City, CA Gets Its First Sikh Mayor

3 Indian Americans 

Assume Judgeship 

In Texas 

SACRAMENTO, CA (IANS) - Mikey Hothi has been 

unanimously elected as the 117th mayor of Lodi city in 

northern CA, becoming the first Sikh to hold the position 

in the city’s history.

Hothi, whose parents are from Punjab, previously served 

as vice mayor under mayor Mark Chandler. As a mayor of 

the city, Hothi will serve a two-year term, chair the Common 

Council meetings, and serve as executive officer of the city. 

“Honored to be sworn in as the 117th Mayor of the City of 

Lodi,” Hothi tweeted after taking oath this month.

“Everyone came to Lodi because they realized it was a safe 

family town. (It has) great education, great people, great 

culture, great values, and just hard-working people in this 

town. I’m just proud to represent this community as its next 

mayor,” Hothi was quoted as saying in Lodi Times.

Hothi, who graduated from Tokay High School in 2008, 

said that growing up in the city was a challenge, especially 

post 9/11, when many Muslims and Sikhs experienced 

unfair harassment.

His family was also instrumental in founding the Sikh 
Mayor Mikey Hothi.

Juli A. Mathew is a Fort Bend County judge.

S A A H A S  F O R  C A U S E

Volunteers
Needed
We are a nonprofit based in LA

and Orange County that aims to

reduce hate, educate the

community, and provide

resources to South Asians of all

ages to improve their quality of

life.

Event staffing and

programming

Older adult e-phone

program

Marketing/Graphic Design

Operational assistance

Community Health

Outreach

We need
help with:

If you think that you are wiling to

help us for our nonprofit work,

please contact us at

info@saahasforcause.org

Technology Classes

Public Health Team

Research Internship

Social Justice

Internship

Special Youth
Opportunities

More information :

saahasforcause.org

temple on Armstrong Road, the Lodi Times reported. He 

was first elected to the Lodi City Council in November of 

2020 from District 5 and serves as a Board Member on the 

Lodi Fire Foundation and as District Director to Assembly-

member Jim Cooper.

Lodi is a city located in California’s San Joaquin County 

with an estimated population of approximately 67,021 ac-

cording to 2021 census data.

India-West News Desk

FORT BEND, TX - Judges Juli A. Mathew, K.P. George, 

and Surendran K. Pattel, all Democrats, took the oath of of-

fice at a ceremony on January 2. Texas had the most Indian 

Americans running for judicial positions in the November 

8, 2022, midterms.

Mathew, a native of Thiruvalla in Kerala, was sworn in 

via videoconferencing and will continue to serve as presid-

ing judge for Number 3 of the Fort Bend County Court for 

a period of four years. She ran for re-election and won with 

123,116 votes, beating Republican Andrew Dornburg. “I’m 

grateful for every supporter, prayer warrior, and voter during 

this journey,” Mathew said.

Mathew in 2018 had made history as the first Indian 

American woman to be elected to the bench in the US 

when she beat Republican Tricia Krenek by an impressive 

8.24 percent margin. A practicing attorney for 15 years 

with experience in mass tort, civil litigation, probate, and 

criminal matters, Mathew also heads the first Juvenile 

Intervention and Mental Health Court. Judge Mathew 

grew up in Philadelphia and attended Penn State Uni-

versity before attending Delaware Law School.

George, 57, the first Indian American to hold an office 

in Fort Bend County, won a second term as the county’s 

judge in a close race in the November elections. He is from 

Kerala’s Kakkodu city.

Pattel, 52, who won the 240th Judicial District in Novem-

ber, was also sworn in as district judge. He is also a Kerala 

native from where he earned his law degree in 1995 from 

the University of Calicut.

Fort Bend has a large population of Indians, including 

Malayalis. 28.6 percent of Fort Bend County are foreign-born 

and of those 51 percent are Asian-American.
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3198 Airport Loop Drive, Unit # J, Costa Mesa, CA 92626. Ph: (714) 714 0101.
website: www.sivakameswari.org  I  Email: info@sivakameswari.org

 A NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
FED ID#: 83-1669026)

All donations are tax deductable & 
for use of temple purpose only.

8:00 AM :    Ganapati Puja, 

Punyahavachanam, Mahanyasam

9:00 AM – 12:00 PM: Ekadasha 

rudrabhishekam on Mahalinga

12:00 PM – 6:00 PM: Om-namah Shivaya  

chanting

6:00 PM: – 8:00 PM: 1st Panchamruta 

Abhishekam to lord shiva followed by 

Bhajana, cultural programs, mediation and 

archana

8:00 PM – 10:00 PM: Phalarasa 

Abhishekam to lord shiva followed by 

Bhajana, cultural programs, mediation 

and archana

12:00 AM : Lingodbhava Shiva Darshana

12:00 AM – 2:00 AM: Anna Abhishekam 

to lord shiva followed by Bhajana, cultural 

programs, mediation and archana, Bhajana, 

cultural programs, mediation and archana

2:00 AM – 4:00 AM: Haridra Kumkuma 

Abhishekam to lord shiva followed by 

Bhajana, cultural programs, mediation 

and archana

6:00 AM: Maha mangalaharathi and 

prasad. Conclusion of Om Namaha

Shivaya chanting.

Shri Sivakaswari Temple inviting you all and your family for

Mahashiva Ratri Puja 

Celebrations on 

18th Feb, 2023

PROGRAMS AS FOLLOWS
24hrs non-stop chanting of om namahashivaya. 

Please sign-up for your desired timing slot and 

reserve your space. 

MORNING PROGRAM - $116

EVENING PROGRAM - $116

6 PM 18th Feb to 6 AM 19th Feb

Full Day - $251

Any Single Abhishekam - $54

Annadanam - $251

Garland - $51

Maha Shivarathri celebrations conclude 
with Maha Mangal Aarti & Prasad distribution.

OM NAMAH SHIVAYA! OM NAMAH SHIVAYA!! 

OM NAMAH SHIVAYA!!! OM NAMAH SHIVAYA!!!

OM NAMAH SHIVAYA! OM NAMAH SHIVAYA!! 

OM NAMAH SHIVAYA!!! OM NAMAH SHIVAYA!!!

Note: All Night Bhajan & Keertan will be performed 

by Pundit Siddharth Pathak and team. And Cultural 

programs from 6:00 PM onwards.

special offerings for the occasion of Shivaratri. By Our 

Local Classical Dance Teacher’s Students .

SPONSORSHIP DETAILS
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PLANNING TO START YOUR OWN BUSINESS?

PLANNING TO START YOUR OWN BUSINESS?

• Payroll • Income Tax   • Bookkeeping

• Tax Return for Individual / Partnership / DBA / Corporation

• DBA
• LLC’S
• Partnerships

SATISH TOMAR
KUMAR TAX & FINANCIAL SERVICES

18118 Parthenia St. Northridge, CA 91325

FREE WORKSHOP
Do you know the difference between...

818-349-9300

KUMAR TAX & FINANCIAL SERVICES

• S Corporation
• C Corporation
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Moh Sharma On House Minority 
Leader Hakeem Jeffries’ Team

WA S H I N G T O N ,  D C 

(IANS) - Indian Ameri-

can Moh Sharma is part of 

the senior leadership team 

announced by Hakeem 

Jeffries, who was recently 

elected as the Democratic 

Party’s leader in the new US 

House of Representatives.

Sharma will join the team 

as director of member ser-

vices. She has served as 

a Senior Policy Advisor 

and the Director of Out-

reach and Mem-

ber Services for 

the Committee 

on Small Busi-

ness in the US 

House of Rep-

resentatives 

under Ranking 

Member Nydia 

Velazquez.

Sharma was 

p r e v i o u s l y  a 

Legislative Aide 

for the Office of 

Congresswoman 

Judy Chu and the Congressional 

Asian Pacific American Caucus, 

and a Senior Policy Advisor for 

the House Democratic Caucus.

She has also worked at the 

Connecticut Center for Economic 

Analysis, the Connecticut Eco-

nomic Resource Center, the Con-

necticut Technology Council, and 

the Connecticut Judicial Branch.

A master’s in economics from 

the University of Connecticut, 

Sharma holds various positions 

on a few volunteer boards.

She is currently the president 

of the Congressional Asian Pacific 

American Staff Association, and 

the vice president of the Congres-

sional South Asian American Staff 

Association. She was president 

of the D.C. chapter of the South 

Asian Bar Association in 2019 and 

has served in the roles of general 

director and VP of programming.

Ami Bera Loses Bid To Head 
Dems Campaign Committee

India-West News Desk

WASHINGTON, DC – Con-

gressman Ami Bera (D-CA) has 

lost his bid to lead the Democratic 

Congressional Campaign Com-

mittee with the new House Demo-

cratic leader Hakeem Jeffries 

appointing Rep. Suzan DelBene 

(D-WA)to the job.

Jeffries, in a statement, said 

DelBene was a ‘battle-tested’ law-

maker who ‘brings to the DCCC 

role a sharp political instinct, 

proven fundraising ability as 

well as serious management and 

operational experience inside and 

outside government.’ DelBene 

succeeds NY Rep. Sean Patrick 

Maloney, who lost reelection in 

the midterms.

Bera had cast himself as “the 

best choice” to lead the DCCC and 

had said he would strive to be “a 

unifying bridge across districts 

and members. The Congressman 

who has run nail-biting races to 

get to office had referred to those 

experiences and how it would 

come in handy.

“I know what it takes to win in a 

competitive race and how to com-

municate with a wide constitu-

ency,” Bera wrote to his peers. 

“Many of the practices that my 

office and campaign implemented 

and honed are now part of the 

programs that many of you use.”

But it was the fundraising that 

provided ammunition to those 

who were against Bera leading 

the DCCC with the 2016 jailing of 

Bera’s father for his illegal contri-

butions funneled through donors.

Janani Ramachandran is 1st LGBTQ 
Woman Of Color On A City Council

OAKLAND, CA (IANS) - Indian 

American attorney Janani Ram-

achandran became the youngest 

and first queer woman of color to 

take oath as City Council member 

for Oakland’s District 4.

Ramachandran, 30, became the 

first Oakland City Council candi-

date to declare her victory in the 

November 8 mid-term election 

where she edged past her oppo-

nent Nenna Joiner by winning 

18,874 in total.

“Immensely grateful for all 

those who believed in me and 

helped build our movement. 

Honored to have my loved ones 

by my side as I took the ceremo-

nial oath! Let’s get to work,” 

Ramachandran, who took oath 

in a saree, tweeted.

A graduate of Stanford Uni-

versity and Berkeley Law, Ram-

achandran has worked at various 

legal nonprofits and served on the 

board of violence prevention non-

profits across Oakland. Ramach-

andran, an East Bay native, and 

a former professional musician 

serves as a Commissioner on the 

California Commission for API 

American Affairs.

Born to immigrant parents 

from South India, she previously 

served on the City of Oakland 

Public Ethics Commission. Prior 

to law school, Ramachandran 

worked as a home-visiting case 

manager for low-income immi-

grant mothers.
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Shri Thanedar: Bringing 
Pragmatism And Compassion

and its citizens were hurting. I 
sold my business in 2016 and 
distributed $1.5 million to my 
50 employees. The rest I used 
to run for governor.
Q: Have you and Congress-
woman Rashida Tlaib (MI 
12th District) talked?

A: Not before my election. 
I didn’t get too much support 
from the political establish-
ment, or endorsements from 
other politicians. I was on my 
own. But after the win, many 
reached out. 
Q: Is it because you were a 
non-Black person in a Black 
district?

A: I don’t think so. No. it was 
the same in the governor’s race. 
It could be because I am not a 
traditional politician.
Q: Did it matter on the stump 
where you were born and the 
accent you spoke in?

A: (Chuckles) For 43 years I 
have paid taxes, created jobs, and 
done what every citizen does. And 
yet I would be told, you sound for-
eign what do you know about my 
life? The mispronunciation of my 
name – Siri! – made us release 
videos on how to actually say it. 
Q: Why do those with money not 

run for city, or district offices but 
aim only for the highest?

A: I can’t get into their heads! I 
lost the governor’s race. I had no 
problem taking a non-glam job as 
State Rep. I also think the governors 
of IL (JB Pritzker) and NJ (Phil 
Murphy) are doing well. They have 
come from wealth but that doesn’t 
mean they are evil. Donald Trump 
has caused great damage but not 
every wealthy person is a Trump.
Q: Where are your siblings (6 
sisters, 1 brother) now?

A: I lost my 3 older sisters. 
3 surviving sisters and one 
brother are all in India. No one 
is here. My parents have passed. 
My mother came in 2006 when I 
won a business award. She came 
to the ceremony wearing her 
sari, and speaking no English 

but she was so proud! I 
will always remember it.  
Q: You have talked about 
the role your wife Shashi 
played in getting you and 
your boys back on your 
feet. Do you see a parallel 
here with the Bidens?

A: Yes, but this is a story 
of so many women, I think. 
My mother too. Their self-
lessness and strength…
Shashi is not unique but 

she made so much difference to 
us. She made it a home again.
Q: And your sons?

A: They are 34 and 30. One is 
married, and I have two beautiful 
grandchildren. When I was sworn 
into office, they weren’t there 
because of the Speaker election. 
They waited and then left.

SHORT TAKES:
*Role model politicians: Abraham 
Lincoln, Dr.Martin Luther King
*Donald Trump: Disaster
*Languages spoken: Marathi, 
Hindi, Gujarati, Kannada
*Advise to sons: Don’t give advice, 
I take it!
*Last book read: ‘Start-up Nation: 
The Story of Israel’s Economic 
Miracle’ by Dan Senor and Saul 
Singer.
*Hobby: Watching biopics

Contd. from P16

Imran Khan Told General Bajwa 
That He Had Been A Playboy

LAHORE, (IANS) - Former 
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran 
Khan said he once told then Army 
chief, General Qamar Javed Ba-
jwa that he had been a playboy 
in the past, media reports said.

Revealing details of his last 
meeting with Gen Bajwa in an 
interaction with media persons 
at his Zaman Park residence 
here, Imran Khan said: “Gen-
eral Bajwa called me a playboy, 
and in reply I said to him ‘Yes, I 
was a playboy’. Bajwa was stab-
bing us in the back and showing 
sympathy,” The News reported.

The PTI Chairman further 
claimed that ex-COAS Bajwa’s 
“set-up is still working in the 
establishment”.

The former Premier, who 
was removed from power 
through a vote of no-con-
fidence in the National 
Assembly in April last year, 
said Bajwa did not want 
accountability in the coun-
try, hence, their relations 
worsened.

The former Prime Min-
ister accused Bajwa of hir-
ing the services of Husain 
Haqqani, Pakistan’s former 
Ambassador to the US, 
for lobbying in the US. 
Haqqani was accused of 
seeking US action against 

Pakistan’s military through the 
so-called memo months after 
the US raid in Abbottabad in 
2011 on Osama Bin Laden’s 
compound amid an increas-
ing rift between the civilian 
and military leadership. He 
was accused of issuing visas to 
Americans without due process, 
bypassing relevant authorities, 
and embezzling funds.

The deposed prime minister 
also said Haqqani launched a 
campaign against him and had 
been promoting the former army 
chief in the US. Turning his guns 
towards former President and 
ex-Army chief Pervez Musharraf, 
Imran Khan said he made dollars 
by “selling terrorism”.

Thanedar in front of his new office at the Capitol.

Imran Khan
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CHIKU aka SAPOTA

A Trusted Source for Organically Grown Tropical & Subtropical Fruit Trees. Family owned & operated for over thirty years, the nursery 
offers selected varieties of fruit trees specifi cally adapted to various growing zones throughout Southern California. To help them 
thrive in your home garden, growing information is also provided both verbally and in printed form. 

PAPAYA TREE NURSERY

Special variety (PTN#1) adapted to S. California can begin fruiting in one or two years at a 
height of only four feet. This very sweet fruit is one of nature’s special desserts. Delicious as 
a fresh-picked fruit, or you can make chiku kulfi  just like grandma did! These space-saving, 
semi-dwarf trees grow to only 12’ tall in S. California and can be container grown. On 
display at the nursery, you can view a fruiting chiku tree planted in the ground 6 years ago.

SOME OF THE PLANTS OFFERED: BANANA – FIG – JAKFRUIT – LITCHEE – MANGO – PAPAYA 
– POMEGRANATE – KALA JAMUN – SHAHTOOT/MULBERRY – SITAPHAL/SHARIFA

Open 7 Days A Week by Same- Day Appointment. 8 AM to 6PM (Please Call First)

Website: www.papayatreenursery.com   -   (818) 363-3680P
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Ambala Sweets & Snacks

All kinds of Punjabi, Gujarati, South Indian Snacks, Chaat, Pakora, Kulfi and Thali available

All Kinds of Sweets & Namkeen for all occasions Available

A House of Indian Traditional Sweets & Snacks

18433 Pioneer Blvd, Artesia, CA 90701 • 562-402-0006

SWEETS: 

• Jalebi • Boondi Laddu • Barfi (Kaju/Pista/Almond/Plain) • Rasgulla • Peda • Petha • Amarti • Cham Cham 

• Gulab Jamun • Kalakand  • Karachi Halwa • Milk Cake • Ras Malai • Baalu Shahi

NAMKEEN: 

Kaju Masala • Dalmoth/Moong/Channa  Chevda Mix • Sevian • Mathi • Gathia

CATERING SPECIALIST

Order online on our website - www.ambalasweets.us

Chinese Intrusion In Arunachal Is For ‘Himalayan 
Viagara,’ A Rare Fungus

INDIA & THE WORLD

NEW DELHI, (IANS) - Nu-

merous attempts of Chinese 

intrusion into Indian territory 

were to collect rare Himalayan 

fungus ‘Keeda Jadi’ (Cordyceps), 

the Indo-Pacific Centre for Stra-

tegic Communications (IPCSC) 

has said.

Cordyceps, also known as cat-

erpillar fungus or Himalayan 

gold, is an expensive herbal medi-

cine in China.

The mushroom is renowned 

as ‘Himalayan Viagra’ for its ru-

mored use as a sexual stimulant.

An IPCSC report has accused 

Chinese soldiers of illegally enter-

ing Arunachal Pradesh in search 

of the fungus - mainly found in 

the Indian Himalayas and on the 

high-altitude region of the plateau 

in southwestern China.

Globally, in 2022, Cordyceps 

market has been valued at 

$1,072.50 million and China is 

its largest producer as well as 

exporter.

According to 

IPCSC, Cordyceps 

harvest has waned 

in China in the last 

few years which 

resulted in short-

age of this medici-

nal fungus. It is 

brown in color and 

is up to two inches 

long. It is found 

in the Himalayan 

regions at an altitude of three to 

five thousand meters. 

In India it is known as ‘Kida 

Jadi’ while in Nepal and China it 

is called ‘Yarsagumba’, while in 

Tibet its name is ‘Yarsaganbu’. 

Cordyceps’ scientific name is 

‘Ophiocordyceps sinensis’, while 

in English it is called ‘caterpillar 

fungus’. The value of per kg of ‘cat-

erpillar fungus is up to Rs 10-12 

lakh in the international market.
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BUY AT 3.625% 
30 Year Fixed 

2-1 BUYDOWN PROGRAM

WE WILL PAY FOR 
YOUR APPRAISAL!

CALL TODAY

1-800-991-4162
No Tax Return Loans available for 

Self Employed Buyers

nkohli@rapidcapitalinc.com

BUY A HOME WITH 5% DOWN • NO MORTGAGE INSURANCE

Apply online at www.rapidcapitalinc.com

1 Park Plaza, Suite 600, Irvine, CA 92614

www.rapidcapitalinc.com

NMLS #902784  •  California BRE# 01819194

* 2-1 Buydown scenario assumes 740+ FICO,  800K Purchase price, 80% LTV,  Seller concession of $13,562)

Navin Kohli
CEO / President

 Inventor Of Chicken Tikka Masala Dies

INDIA & THE WORLD

NEW DELHI, (IANS) - Twen-

ty-one years after the UK’s then 

foreign secretary Robin Cook 

declared Chicken Tikka Masala, 

popularly known by its initials 

CTM, as “a true British national 

dish”, and a decade after a survey 

found that it was the second most 

popular dish in Britain close on 

the heels of Chinese stir-fries, its 

inventor, a Glaswegian of Paki-

stani origin, Ali Ahmed Aslam, 

has passed on. Famous as just 

‘Mr. Ali’, Aslam died aged 77 and 

is survived by five children -- and 

the Shish Mahal in Glasgow’s 

West End, which he opened as a 

young boy in 1964. His funeral 

attended by family and friends 

was held at the Glasgow Central 

Mosque on December 22.

In a widely quoted interview, 

Aslam was reported to have said 

that he created the dish in the 

1970s in response to a customer’s 

complaint that his chicken tikka 

was too dry. Aslam had said, ac-

cording to ‘The Guardian’, quot-

ing the interview: “We thought 

we’d better cook the chicken 

with some sauce. So, from here 

we cooked chicken tikka with 

a sauce that contains yogurt, 

cream and spices. It’s a dish pre-

pared according to our custom-

ers’ tastes. Usually, they don’t 

take hot curry - that’s why we 

cook it with yogurt and cream.”

One unverified version of the 

story is that the restaurant simply 

dunked chicken tikka pieces in a 

base of canned tomato soup and 

fresh cream and created Chicken 

Tikka Masala. Aslam’s version 

of the CTM story is challenged 

by Monish Gujral, grandson of 

Kundan Lal Gujral, one of three 

co-founders of Delhi’s iconic 

Moti Mahal restaurant. Gujral 

contends that CTM is not any 

different from the Murgh Makhni 

- Butter Chicken - that Moti Ma-

hal is most famous for. In 2009, 

according to ‘The Guardian’, 

Mohammad Sarwar, the then La-

bor MP for Glasgow Central who 

returned to Pakistan and joined 

Imran Khan’s Tehreek-i-Insaf 

party, had called for the city to be 

officially recognized as the home 

of the chicken tikka masala. He 

campaigned for Glasgow to be 

given EU Protected Designation 

of Origin status for the curry and 

tabled a motion to that effect in 

the House of Commons. But the 

bid was unsuccessful, ‘The Guard-

ian’ reports, “with a number of 

other establishments around the 

UK also claiming to have invented 

the popular dish”.

India’s Millets At UN Luncheon

NEW YORK, NY (IANS) - Millets 

in all their gastronomic glory were 

on the menu at a luncheon hosted 

here by India’s External Affairs 

Minister S. Jaishankar to promote 

healthy diets using the often-over-

looked nutritious foodgrain.

United Nations Secretary-

General Antonio Guterres and 

members of the Security Council 

were guests at the five-course 

meal here on December 15.

The UN will be observing 2023 

as the International Year of Mil-

lets because of a resolution spon-

sored by India that was unani-

mously adopted in 2021 by the 

General Assembly.

Jaishankar told reporters be-

fore the luncheon that he hoped 

to “familiarize the members of 

the Security Council” with “all the 

virtues of millets”.

The meal was prepared at the 

Pierre Hotel, a part of the Tata 

Group Taj Hotels by Executive 

Chef Ashfer Biju who bills himself 

as a ‘Crafter of Perishable Art’ and 

showed how an array of dishes 

can be whipped up from the 

humble millets, even chocolate 

cakes. It started with an appetizer 

of winter grains and kale salad 

made of pearl millet, watercress, 

kale, green apple, avocado, and 

radishes with puffed millet and 

orange dressing.

The choices of main courses 

were paneer pasanda that fea-

tured finger millets and makhani 

tomato sauce; spice roasted bran-

zino with millet khichdi and Mal-

abar coconut sauce, and roasted 

malai chicken, also with khichdi 

and khorma sauce.

They were served with millet 

and sprouted lentil poha, sweet 

corn and millet fritters with scal-

lion chutney, along with cucumber 

raita and Indian bread. The des-

sert was millet chocolate pudding 

and Big Apple millet bundt cake.
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US Proposes Massive Hike In H-1B, Visa Fees
IMMIGRATION

   We offer the following services:
• Preparation of Individuals, Partnerships, Corporations and Fiduciaries income tax returns
•  Compilations, Reviews and Audits of fi nancial statements
•  Audits of 401k and profi t sharing plans
•  Audits of non-profi t organizations fi nancial statements
•  Preparation of personal fi nancial statements
•  Preparation of non-profi t organizations tax returns
•  Monthly, quarterly, or annual bookkeeping services
•  Tax planning and incorporations
•  Representation before income tax, sales tax and other regulatory tax authorities
•  Paperless attestation engagements

Venkat Bramharouthu, CPA
Member, AICPA

21600 Oxnard Street, Suite 2000, Woodland Hills, CA 91367 
818-468-8408 • www.sterlingtax.net • vbramha@sterlingtax.net

STERLING ACCOUNTING
& TAX SERVICES INC.

We have experience servicing companies in various types of industries 
including: Manufacturing, Retail, Entertainment, Real Estate, Technology, Motels, 
Restaurants, Construction, Food Processing, Financing and Professional Services.

Quality Service at Economical Rates
� e AICPA provides a “Pass”, “Pass with defi ciencies” and “Fail” ratings under the peer review quality control standards and we are happy that we got a “Pass” rating.

WASHINGTON, (IANS) -The 
US has proposed a steep hike in 
fees for immigration and natural-
ization benefits, with the heftiest 
jumps slated for employment-
based categories such as H-1B 
temporary work visas for special-
ty occupations, whose principal 
beneficiaries have been Indian, 
and intra-company transfers.

The fee for pre-registration 
for H-1B visas is proposed to go 
up by a massive 2,050 percent 
from $10 currently to $215, 70 
percent for H-1 category that in-
cludes H-1B from $460 to $780, 
201 percent for L visa for intra-
company transfers to the US, 
from $460 to $1,385, and 129 
percent for O category for work-
ers with extraordinary skills.

EB-5 visas for investors and 
entrepreneurs - also called the 
millionaires’ visa - will also be-
come expensive, going up by 204 
percent to $11,160 from $3,675 
currently.

Some charges are proposed 
to remain the same, especially 
premium processing of all kinds 
of visas - at $2,500 - and some 
are slated to be reduced.

The US grants around 85,000 
visas under the H-1B program to 
foreigners to work at US compa-

nies to make good 
the shortage of 
locally available 
hands in special-
ty occupations. 
Around 75 per-
cent of these vi-
sas go to Indians, 
employed either 
from US schools 
and colleges or 
from India.

The proposed 
hikes were pub-
lished in the Fed-
eral Register - the 
US version of the 
Indian Gazette - 
on Tuesday by the 
Department of 
Homeland Secu-
rity, which is the 
mother agency of 
the US Citizen-
ship and Immi-
gration Services 
tasked with processing immigra-
tion and naturalization requests.

The proposed rule will be open 
to comments and challenges for 
the next 60 days, at the conclu-
sion of which period they will 
either be notified at the proposed 
or modified rates.

The USCIS chalked up the pro-

posed hike to the need for funds 
for its operations, which, it said, 
come mostly from these fees - at 
98 percent - and not from con-
gressional appropriation.

“The proposed fee rule is the 
result of a comprehensive fee 
review at USCIS. That review 
determined that the agency’s cur-

rent fees, which have remained 
unchanged since 2016, fall far 
short of recovering the full cost 
of agency operations,” the agency 
said justifying the hike.

The agency’s 2020 revenue 
shrank by 40 percent due to the 
Covid-19 epidemic, the agency 
said, adding: “The combination 

of depleted cash re-
serves, a temporary 
hiring freeze, and 
workforce attrition 
has reduced the agen-
cy’s capacity to timely 
adjudicate cases, par-
ticularly as incoming 
caseloads rebound to 
pre-pandemic levels. 
Increasing demand 
for low- or no-fee hu-
manitarian programs 
has added to these 
fiscal challenges.”

T h e  p r o p o s e d 
hikes are expected to 
increase USCIS’s an-
nual yield from $3.28 
billion in 2022-2023 
with the current rates 
to $5.2 billion over 
the same period. 
These rates were last 
revised in 2016.

In an FAQ, the 
USCIS defended the 2,050 
percent hike in pre-registration 
fee for H-1B petitions. While 
acknowledging the hike may 
seem “dramatic”, it said the 
$10 fee was established in 2019 
simply to cover a small portion 
of the costs of the program, as 
opposed to no fee at all.
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Illegals From India Doubled in 2021-22, 
Surged At Mexico Border In Last 2 Months

0% Financing Available
Dr. Harsimran Chadha

7205 Balboa Blvd, 

Van Nuys, CA 91406. 

Phone:  (818) 997-3662

• Snoring & Sleep Apnea Treatment

• Full Mouth Rehabilitation

• Smile Makeovers

• Implants for

 Loose Dentures

• White Fillings

• Dentures

• Gum Treatment

• Root Canal

• Oral Surgery

• Crown, Bridges & Veneers

• Orthodontics

• Zoom! (Teeth Whitening System)

• Invisalign• Invisalign

Dr. Harsimran Chadha, DDS
Services Offered: 

We Accept all Insurance, Medi-Cal, Union Plans 

IMMIGRATION

NEW YORK, NY (IANS) - The 

death of an Indian man who fell 

trying to climb a border wall in 

Texas has put a spotlight on il-

legal immigration from India to 

the US which has shown a sud-

den surge along the border with 

Mexico in the last two months.

US Border Patrol caught 4,297 

Indians crossing the Mexican 

border in October and November, 

compared to 1,426 during those 

two months last year and 16,236 

in the fiscal year that ended in 

September, according to Ameri-

can government data.

Overall, the number of Indians 

apprehended by US authorities 

right on the border and elsewhere 

has more than doubled since last 

year. US authorities encountered 

63,927 Indians who had entered 

the country illegally, during the 

2021-22 fiscal year that ended 

in September, a 109 percent 

increase from the 30,662 they 

found the previous fiscal year, 

according to Customs and Border 

Protection data.

In just the last two months, a 

total of 13,655 illegal immigrants 

from India were caught compared 

to 6,865 during those two months 

in 2021, the data showed.

In the fiscal year 2019-20, the 

number of Indians illegally in the 

US who were apprehended by the 

CBP was only 19,883, according 

to the agency.

Indians are only a part of the 

phenomenon of Illegal migration 

to the US that has been spiraling.

Although Harris has asserted 

that the border is “secure”, US 

authorities have registered 2.77 

million encounters with people 

of different nationalities illegally 

in the US during the fiscal year 

that ended in September, up 41 

per cent from the 1.96 million in 

the previous period.

In 2019-20, there were only 

646,822 encounters.

On the northern border with 

Canada, where an Indian family 

of four were found frozen to death 

about a dozen meters from the 

US border in January, 84 Indians 

have been apprehended in the last 

two months.

During the US fiscal year end-

ing September 237 Indians had 

been caught there, compared to 

42 in the previous 12 months and 

129 in the period before that.

Most of those caught by US au-

thorities are released, usually with 

a notice to appear before an im-

migration judge, but with little or 

no follow-up and few are detained.

According to data from the 

Transactional Records Access 

Clearinghouse (TRAC), a data-

base maintained by Syracuse 

University, 34,230 asylum cases 

of Indians were pending before 

Immigration courts last month.

People can ask for asylum on 

various grounds including fear of 

religious or political persecution, 

domestic violence, and threats 

due to sexual orientation but will 

have to prove it to a judge.

In the fiscal year 2019-20, 

the latest period for which data 

is available from the Homeland 

Security Department, 1,337 In-

dians were granted asylum, down 

from the 2,256 who received it the 

previous year. In 2017-18, 1,302 

Indians received asylum, accord-

ing to the Department.

A breakdown of reasons for 

granting asylum was not avail-

able. TRAC provides a breakdown 

by languages spoken by those 

whose asylum cases are pending 

and Punjabi speakers, who could 

be from India or Pakistan or else-

where, numbered 21,961.

There were 6,770 Hindi speak-

ers, 6,315 Bengali speakers, who 

could be from India or Bangla-

desh or elsewhere, and 376 Tamil 

speakers, who could be from In-

dia, Sri Lanka, or other countries.

In addition, TRAC listed 222 

Haryanvi speakers, 166 Telugu-

speakers, and 32 Marathi speak-

ers. According to Immigration 

and Customs Enforcement, 2,312 

Indians were deported from the 

US during 2019-20, and 1,616 

in 2018-19.

The deaths at the border of 

Indians involved families, but 

most of the Indians apprehended 

by US officials are single adults. 

They constituted 56,739 of those 

caught in 2021-22 and 11,780 in 

the last two months.
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OVER 45 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE * 
90% PLUS SUCCESS

“Professionalism, Reliability, and Results in our Motto”

DIVORCE/

NULLIFICATION OF MARRIAGE
– Even without the concent of the other party

– For those who are illegally staying in the U.S.

TEL: (213) 386-7148
Fax: 213-386-1576

If you want results, contact us:

Law Offices of HARESH JAMBUSARIA, INC.
IMMIGRATION SPECIALIST

H1-B & LABOR CERTIFICATION SPECIALIST

The quota under employment category is moving fast for aliens born 
in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, England, U.K. and Canada etc.

It is possible to process and get Green Card on the 
employment skilled worker category or professional 

position within 1 year and half  years to 2 years.

• Relative Petition
• Fiancé(e) Visa
• “K” Visa
• Student Visa
• Citizenship
• Deportation

• Consular Processing
• H-1B Visa
• Intracompany Transferee
• Treaty Trader/Investor
• 9th Circuit Litigation
• Political Asylum

MONEY BACK 

GUARANTEE (LEGAL FEE) 

FOR LABOR 

CERTIFICATION (PERM)

6404 Wilshire Blvd., 
Suite 845, 

Los Angeles, CA 90048
Email: hareshlaw@yahoo.com

www.hareshlaw.com
HARESH JAMBUSARIA

‘RRR’ Wins Critics Choice Awards
Contd. from P1

The Crit ics ’ 

Choice Award 

win comes right 

after creating 

headlines at the 

8 0 t h  G o l d e n 

Globes. His film 

‘RRR’ was Best 

Fore ign  Lan -

guage Film and 

its track ‘Naa-

tu Naatu’ once 

again clinched 

the Best Original 

Song honor.

While accept-

ing the honor, 

Rajamouli said: 

“To all the wom-

en in my life. 

My mother Raja 

Nandini thought 

school education was overrated 

and she encouraged me to read 

comics and storybooks and 

encouraged my creativity. My 

sister-in-law Srivalli who be-

came like a mother to me always 

encourages me to be the best 

version of me.”

On his wife Rama, who is a 

costume designer for his films, 

he said,  “My wife Rama... she’s 

the costume designer of my 

films but more than that she is 

the designer of my life. If she’s 

not here I am not here today. 

To my daughters, their smiles 

are enough to light my life up.”

Before signing out, he gave a 

shout-out to India: “And finally, 

to my motherland India, Mera 

Bharat Mahan - Jai hind.”

MM Keeravani

Music composer M.M. Keeravani 

revealed why his track has reso-

nated globally. He said, “because 

of the uniqueness and freshness.”

The acceptance speech was 

shared on the RRR movie’s Twit-

ter handle. The caption read: 

“Naatu Naatu Again!! Extremely 

delighted to share that we won 

the #CriticsChoiceAwards for 

the BEST SONG #RRRMovie 

Here’s @mmkeeravaani’s ac-

ceptance speech!!”

The song edged out tracks like 

Taylor Swift’s ‘Carolina’ from’ 

Where the Crawdads Sing’, ‘Ciao 

Papa’ from - Guillermo del Toro’s 

‘Pinocchio’ Lady Gaga and Blood-

pop’s ‘Hold My Hand’ from ‘Top 

Gun: Maverick’, Rihanna’s ‘Lift 

Me Up’ from ‘Black Panther: 

Wakanda Forever’ and ‘New Body 

Rhumba’ from White Noise.

‘Avatar’ director James Cameron recommended to his wife Suzy that she 
watch ‘RRR’. 

Director Steven Spielberg flanked by Rajamouli and MM Keeravani.

ENTERTAINMENT

Rajamouli’s wife Rama is a costume designer for his films.
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SINGLE
IMPLANT

ANTI-AGING TREATMENT BOTOX

DISCOUNTED PACKAGE SPECIALS AVAILABLE

FOR TMJ & 

FACIAL PAIN

$999*

$399* $12*

INCLUDES IMPLANT, ABUTMENT AND CROWN

*Expires 2/15/2023. Cannot be combined with insurance Fees. New Patients only.

Excludes extraction, bonegraft, etc. Cannot be Combined with other coupons.

PRF Treatment Description:  Platelet-Rich Fibrin focuses on 100% 

natural healing properties found within the body. This is a safe and 

natural solution for collagen reproduction, skin tightening, pigmenta-

tion removal, acne scar reduction. Exp. 2/15/2023
Exp. 2/15/2023

NOW SERVING YOU IN TWO LOCATIONS!

IRVINE:

33 Creek Rd, STE 210-B

LAGUNA NIGUEL:

30012 Crown Valley Pkwy, STE B

Call to book your 
FREE Consult Now!

In House CT Scan Available

714-600-1741

www.dental2000.com

Se Habla Espanol

Trust in American implants, 

don’t be fooled with 

overseas knock off. Proven 

with 20 years of success.

 starting at

HEALTHCARE FINANCING FOR YOUR PRICELESS SMILE.

Per Treatment

Per Unit

HAVE YOU 

LOST YOUR 

TEETH BUT 

NOT YOUR 

APPETITE?

You CAN eat 

what you love 

again



P44 – JANUARY 2023   INDIA WEST

‘Nattu Nattu’ Wins  Golden Globe
ENTERTAINMENT

India-West News Desk

BEVERLY HILLS, CA - The S.S. Rajamouli directorial ‘RRR’ bagged the Golden Globe for Original Song, 
but lost the Best Motion Picture Non-English award to the Argentine film ‘Argentina, 1985’. The 80th Golden 
Globe Awards was held on January 10 at the The Beverly Hilton, here.

To receive the honor was music composer M.M. Keeravani, 
who was accompanied by his wife Srivalli. He dedicated the 
award to Rajamouli and Ram Charan and NTR Jr. Accepting 
the award, he said: “Thank you very much for this presti-
gious award: This award belongs to SS Rajamouli for his 
vision, I thank him for constantly believed and supporting my 
work. N T Rama Rao and Ram Charan who danced with full 
stamina.” ‘Naatu Naatu’ was in competition with Rihanna’s 
‘Black Panther: Wakanda Forever’ anthem ‘Lift Me Up;’ 
Lady Gaga’s  ‘Hold My Hand’ from ‘Top Gun: Maverick;’ 
Taylor Swift’s ‘Carolina’ from ‘Where the Crawdads Sing’ 
and ‘Ciao Papa,’ Guillermo del Toro’s ‘Pinocchio.’

“Where will I put my trophy? In my heart!” With these words S.S. Rajamouli 
ended his chat with ‘The Hollywood Reporter’ on the Golden Globes red car-
pet. Looking very patrician in his black dhoti and kurta, with a red-bordered 
back shawl, Rajamouli responded to the anchor reacting to the scenes at LA’s 
iconic Chinese Theatre the previous night, where the audience started dancing 
to ‘Naatu, Naatu’ on the aisles. “Isn’t that great? To take the audience out of 
their seats and make them dance,” Rajmouli who was at the ceremony with his 
wife Rama said. “I think it comes from the joy of film watching.”
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ENTERTAINMENT

AGENT, NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

• Life Insurance
• Retirement Planning
• Buy/Sell Agreement Funding
• College/Education Funding
• Mutual Funds*
• Estate Planning *Offered by NYLIFE Securities LLC

CA Insurance. Lic# OA95351

Bus: 800-787-3047
Res: 310-417-3881
Cell: 213-445-4358
Fax: 310-417-3631

SATISH PATEL
Registered Representative, NYLIFE Securities LLC (Member FINRA/SIPC)

A Licensed Insurance Agency and New York Life company
6300 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 2010 • Los Angeles, CA 90048

(323) 782-3000 • satishpatel@ft.newyorklife.com

A Licensed Insurance Agency

Priyanka Hosts Screening Of ‘Chhello Show’ For Oscar Voters In LA
LOS ANGELES, CA (IANS) - 

Priyanka Chopra Jonas hosted 
a special screening of ‘Chhello 
Show’ , India’s official entry for 
the Academy Awards, for the 
voters who decide the Oscars in 
Los Angeles.

The screening was followed by 
a dinner reception in Los Angeles 
for members of the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts & Sciences.

‘Last Film Show’ is one of 15 
movies, along with the Korean 
‘Decision to Leave’, Denmark’s 
‘Holy Spider’ and Pakistan’s ‘Joy-
land’, on the Best International 
Feature Film shortlist for the 95th 
Academy Awards.

The Los Angeles event was 
attended by the film’s lead ac-
tor, Bhavin Rabari, along with 
director Pan Nalin and producer 
Dheer Momaya, and a host of 

Academy members.
Priyanka told the guests at 

the event: “I feel it’s a really 
great time for our movies and 
I feel so great to be able to 
always be on the shoulders of 
people from my country, from 
my industry. Obviously, Pan 
Nalin is one of the most prolific 
filmmakers in our country. He 
made a movie that I love, ‘Angry 
Indian Goddesses’.”

She added: “I have been a 
fan of his since I watched that 
movie. I was very excited to see 
‘Last Film Show’ that he made 
with Dheer Momaya, and Sid-
dharth Roy Kapur who is not 
here. I’ve done many movies 
with him. He’s also a producer 
of this movie. So, whether I knew 
them or not I am a fan of ‘Last 
Film Show’ and those who have 

watched it will remember it.”
Director Pan Nalin and Pro-

ducers Siddharth Roy Kapur 
and Dheer Momaya said in a 
joint statement: “Priyanka is 
a global icon, a tremendously 
talented actor and most of all, 
a very generous person. We are 
very moved that she extended 
her support to Last Film Show 
by hosting this screening. The 
team was most thrilled by how 
much she loved the film, espe-
cially the performances of the 
child actors.”

The film was released by Sam-
uel Goldwyn Films in the U.S. 
and by Roy Kapur Films in India. 
Orange Studios is releasing the 
film in France, while Shochiku 
Studios and Medusa are bringing 
it to Japanese and Italian cinemas 
respectively.

6 Indian Films On 
Oscars ‘Reminder List’

LOS ANGELES, CA (IANS) 
- Six Indian feature films -- the 
much-favored ‘RRR’, India’s 
official entry ‘Chhello Show’, 
the sleeper hit ‘Kantara’, ‘The 
Kashmir Files’, ‘Gangubai Kathi-
yawadi’ and ‘Me Vasantrao’, the 
Marathi-language biopic on clas-
sical singer Vasantrao Deshpande 
-- are on the list of 301 movies 
that are eligible for the 95th 
Oscars.

The Academy of Motion Pic-
ture Arts and Sciences unveiled 
the list on January 9. It includes 
presumed contenders such as ‘El-
vis’, ‘The Fabelmans’ and ‘Living’. 
The number of movies marks an 
increase from last year’s 276 films 
that were eligible from 2021, and 
down from 366 in 2020 at the 
height of the pandemic.

All these expected contenders 
are listed on the Academy’s annu-
al Reminder List of Productions 
Eligible for the 95th Academy 
Awards, including the performers 
eligible for consideration in the 
acting categories.

The highest-grossing movies of 
the year, including ‘Avatar: The 
Way of Water’, ‘Top Gun: Maver-
ick’ and ‘Black Panther: Wakanda 
Forever’ are on the robust list, 
while critically acclaimed features 
such as ‘The Banshees of In-
isherin’, ‘Everything Everywhere 
All at Once’ and ‘Tar’ are also in 
the mix. 

The streamers are well-repre-
sented with Netflix’s ‘All Quiet 
on the Western Front’ and ‘Glass 
Onion’, Amazon’s ‘Argentina, 
1985’ and ‘Thirteen Lives’ and 
Apple’s ‘Cha Cha Real Smooth’ 
and ‘Emancipation’.

There’s also a good number 
of international features, even 
if they’re not their country’s of-
ficial submission, such as ‘RRR’ 
and Hirokazu Kore-eda’s Korean 
drama ‘Broker’.

There is also a solid showing 
for women-directed vehicles such 
as Gina Prince-Bythewood’s ‘The 
Woman King’, Charlotte Wells’s 
‘Aftersun’ and Sarah Polley’s 
‘Women Talking’.
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dent motel Los Angeles, English 

speaking preferred. basic comput-

er skills. Prior Motel Experience 

preferred. Call: 310-420-5741.

A POSITIVE PERSON OR COUPLE 

NEEDED FOR MOTEL JOB.

Looking for help for a Motel 

of 16 room in LA downtown.... 

Handling Frontdesk and house-

keeping in LA downtown motel. 

Pay is with experience. Con-

tact: Ismatkhanam23@gmail.

com/940-400-9599

Single Family Home For Sale 

In Hyderabad, Telangana

2 story house in 566 sq yds lo-

cated in New Nallakunta, Hy-

derabad (close to Shivam Road). 

South facing. Very close to OU 

Campus. Opposite a park. Very 

mature neighborhood with a 

lot of trees. Quiet and peaceful. 

Contact Number : 408-505-1966/

kedarkul@yahoo.com

2 million dollars for 2 weeks will 

pay $500,000 back. 100% collat-

eralized with ZERO risk. Already

raised 18 million but short of 2 

million. usbec@usa.com

MOTEL HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

Multi-Family Portfolio Manager

Seeking for Hindi, Gujarati Speak-

ing - Regional Portfolio Manager 

for Oklahoma, Tucson, Phoenix

& Los Angeles. REQUIREMENTS: 

• College Degree •2 years experi-

ence required (property man-

agement or hotel management) 

RESPONSIBILITIES: • Organize 

and supervise capital projects 

• Assist upper management in 

supervising and supporting all 

properties in each region • Monitor 

performance and progress in main-

tenance and administrative areas 

Salary - $3500-$5000 + Monthly 

Bonus *Immediate start possible 

*If Interested email your resume. 

Call: 213-622-6165 Ext - 105 /

anish.proresidential@gmail.com

Gujarati speaking caregiver need-

ed for my mom who is 91. Need 

help with meal preparation, walk-

ing assistance and personal care. 

Please call to discuss details.

Lisa- 310-420-1270

Hindi or Punjabi speaking care-

giver female wanted in Bell-

flower, CA, for my mom who is 

85. Meal Preparation, Sit down 

activates, Companionship, Light 

Housekeeping duties, Laundry, 

Help with Medication, Help 

Bathing/ dressing(mom) , Going 

bathroom (mom), Light exercise 

and walk Dressing Guidance. 

Please call me to discuss sal-

ary, boarding and food provided. 

Shikha-951-733-8512 / shikha-

banerjee@hotmail.com

Caregiver needed for 74 year old 

Mother. Help with personal care, 

walking assistance, companion-

ship. Very comfortable home and 

nice neighborhood.

Call: 714-928-7347

Need Babysitting help with care 

for two young children and some 

house help. Looking for full time 

and part time. Will pay competi-

tively. Call Palak 951-452-4345 or 

Sharad 704-905-5832 or email at

lakshahome@gmail.com, sharad.

bhatt@gmail.com

Resident Front Desk And Motel 

Manager in South Lake Tahoe, CA

Hiring a Resident Front Desk 

and Motel Manager in beautiful 

South Lake Tahoe, CA. Applicant 

be driven and energetic. Must 

have good English and computer 

skills. Accommodation available. 

Experience desired but not a 

requirement. Training will be 

provided. Will consider single or 

couple. Immediate Start possible.

Call: 530-318-8706 / hotelinta-

hoe@gmail.com

Full Time Live In Nanny Wanted 

For 6 Month Old Baby Boy- 

Louisville, KY. Looking for an 

experienced live in Nanny for a 

6 month old boy. Starting March 

2023, 6 days/week. Responsi-

bilities include: Baby-feeding, 

playtime, laundry, washing baby 

bottles/utensils House Cleaning 

and help with cooking. Call: 202-

352-6173/ vasudha28@gmail.com

Looking for a Live-in resident 

manager couple or family to 

operate a 21 room independent 

property in Portland, OR. Good 

pay, accommodation (2 bdrm 

apartment), and training pro-

vided. Prior motel experience, 

basic computer knowledge, 

and maintenance/repair skills 

required. Must know English. 

Immediate start possible. Call/

Text 503-804-8897 or email: 

hinapatel80@hotmail.com.

Motel Group with multiple motels 

in South Lake Tahoe, CA needs 

single / couples for manager role,

front desk, housekeeping and 

maintenance help. Good Pay, 

Accommodation will be provided. 

Will consider single or couple. 

Immediate Start possible. Expe-

rience desired but not a require-

ment. Training will be provided. 

Will consider single or couple. 

Immediate Start possible.

Call: 530-318-8706 

Email: hotelintahoe@gmail.com

Motel For Lease In Bakersfield, CA

Motel for lease in Bakersfield, CA. 

36 Rooms and 3 bedroom apart-

ment. If interested, call Sally at

559-903-1994. 

Residence Manager (Couple Pre-

ferred) Franchise Motel In Needles, CA

Fluent in English and with com-

puter skills and PMS/OTA experi-

ence required. Able to manage the

front desk and staff. Salary based 

on experience + Apartment if 

you’re interested email/txt only

Contact: kasi90703@gmail.

com/562-599-9511

Wanted Live In Property Manager

property manager for indepen-

OTHER

Acharya
Santa Prasad Shastri

WE CAN HELP WITH

Pujas, Havans and Rituals
Horoscope reading
Palm & Face reading
Gemstones

Kaal Sarpa dosha

Mangal dosha

Marriage problems

Job problems

Business Problems

Financial Problems

Career Issues

Court Cases

Health Problems

Immigration/Green Card

Relationship issues

Marriage/Divorce

Career problems

Health issues

Family issues

Financial problems

Stress/Depression

17820 Alburtis Ave | Artesia, CA 90701info@himalayanvedicastrology.com

www.himalayanvedicastrology.com

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri is a renowned Himalayan Vedic Astrologer 
based in California. He started his Vedic astrological education at the age of 
8 and went through 19 years of rigorous education and training at Maharishi 
Vedic Gurukul, New Delhi, India. He has more than 40 years of experience in 
Vedic Astrology. He is also a Teacher of the transcendental meditation & 
yoga. He is a master of four vedas (Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda and 
Atharveda). He is a specialist for all kinds of Vedic Yagyas and Pujas. 

Acharya Santa Prasad Shastri can solve all your problems through Vedic 
Astrology. Contact today for a free consultation.

Enlightenment with (TM) Transcendental Meditation

HIMALAYAN VEDIC ASTROLOGY

SPECIAL PUJAS FOR

S O L U T I O N S  F O R  A L L  Y O U R  P R O B L E M S

+1(310) 486-7608
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Natraj serves the ultimate in South 
Asian cuisine for weddings and 
special events.  Featuring our 
experienced and talented culinary 
team, and offering impeccable and 
unrivaled service, distinguishes us 
as the premier Indian caterer.

Our professional catering staff 
will create menus to exceed 
your expectations and ensure a 
memorable celebration for you and 
your guests.  Outstanding quality 
and exceptional value complete 
a perfect occasion.

            Catering            Catering            Catering

Natraj

23 Musick, Irvine 949/632-2778
www.natrajusa.com   email: vijay@natrajusa.com
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