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Punjab Desperately Needs Guru 
Gobind Singh to Come Back

By NAVNEET S. CHUGH

As we celebrate the 356th birth anni-

versary of Guru Gobind Singh, one shivers 

with fear thinking - what if he shows up in 

Punjab today? His disappointment would 

be heart-wrenching. No self-respecting 

Punjabi would want to show his or her 

face to the Guru.

Born in Patna in 1666, Guru Gobind 

Singh became the tenth and final Guru 

of the Sikhs at age 10, when his father 

was assassinated by the Moghuls. Guru 

Gobind Singh converted all Sikhs into an 

Army called “Khalsa” in 1699 and gave 

them a uniform of Five Ks – uncut hair, 

a comb, long underwear, a steel bracelet, 

and a sword.

He finalized the Guru Granth Sahib and 

told the Sikhs that Guru Nanak started 

Sikhism with the Shabad or Baani (hymn), 

and he is bookending it with the Shabad 

since there shall be no human Gurus af-

ter him and the Shabad shall be the final 

Guru. Baani Guru Guru Hai Baani.

Guru Gobind Singh’s purpose in life was 

to spread the teachings of the Sikh faith 

and to promote justice and equality for 

all people. He believed in the importance 

of devotion to God, self-discipline, and 

service to others. He also emphasized 

the importance of living a virtuous life 

and following the teachings of the Guru 

Granth Sahib, the Sikh scripture.

Guru Gobind Singh died at age 41 after 

fighting 14 wars with the Moghuls and 

losing his parents, his four sons, and his 

own life. He lived his life in a revolution 

mode. He believed in Dharam Yudh. A 

OPINION‘RRR’ Juggernaut Continues, 
Wins Critics Choice Awards

LOS ANGELES, CA (IANS) - S.S. Rajamouli on winning the Best Original Song and Best 

Foreign Language Film at the 28th Critics’ Choice Awards on January 15 at the Fairmont 

Century Plaza Hotel here, dedicated the honor to all the women in his life.

Shri Thanedar: Bringing Pragmatism 
And Compassion To His New Job

By NIMMI RAGHUNATHAN

If you sat down for a game of snakes 

and ladders, your fortunes would likely 

fluctuate less than the professional and 

personal life of Shri Thanedar.

Father, a court clerk in Belgaum, Kar-

nataka, retires at 55. Mouths to feed: 8. 

Thanedar, all of 14, goes to work. Pov-

erty dogs him but he manages to get his 

graduate degree along with a gold medal 

and a desire to move to the US. His visa 

is rejected four times; fifth time lucky, 

he lands in Ohio. Money is still tight and 

housing unaffordable. He works on his 

doctorate, sneaking into the University of 

Akron chemistry building with a sleeping 

bag on summer days to escape the heat of 

the car that serves as his home.

Dr.Thanedar, age 27, begins his career. 

At 36 he buys a small chemical services 

company which through sheer smarts and 

hard work grows to be valued at $200 

million. Some years later, in the 2008 

economic slump, his company goes bust 

and he loses even his home. More smarts 

and hard work follow, and he rejoins the 

millionaire class.

His personal life is no less challenging. 

He marries and has two children when, 

tragically, mental illness causes his wife to 

take her life. Eventually, he meets his cur-

rent wife Shashi whom 

he is endlessly appre-

ciative of. He knows his 

life has been an improb-

able one and sits down 

to write a memoir, ‘The 

Blue Suitcase: Tragedy 

and Triumph in an Im-

migrant’s Life.’ This is 

the pre-political avatar.

Then begins the inter-

est in Michigan politics. 

He becomes a state leg-

islator in 2020 pour-

ing $4 million of his 

Contd. on P42

S.S. RajamouliMM Keeravani
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